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Arabic and Islamic Civilization in Timbuktu and its
Impacts on the Development of West Africa with
Reference to Nigeria

by
Jamiu Saadullah ABDULKAREEM

Abstract ’

Historians and scholars in related fields have paid so much attention to documentation
of historical events in the African region. These writers extensively dwelt on aspects of
education, economy, politics, social life, wars and religion. Despite the African territorial
disparity, it is obvious that there is homogeneity in most African cultures, religious
practices, socio-political and socio-economic lives, physical looks and dialects.
Timbukty, a city in the Republic of Mali, and Northern Nigeria share these socio-cultural
and socio-economic and political practices, as the former impacted enormously on the
latter specifically in West Africa countries as a whole. This paper critically examines how
Arabic and Islamic civilization in Timbuktu has impacted positively on Nigeria,
particularly Northern Nigeria.
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