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Abstract 
This study examined Socio-Cultural Heritage of Ilorin Emirate through Adult Education. The descriptive survey research design was used for the study. The study population comprises. The study sample comprised males and females across the five (5) Local Government Areas of Ilorin Emirate Council Asa, Ilorin West, Ilorin East, Ilorin South, and Moro. Multi-stage sampling procedure was adopted, at the first stage purposive sampling technique was used to draw sixty (60) adult respondents who actively or directly participated in selected cultural activities. Also, cluster sampling technique was adopted to draw four hundred (400) respondents (youths). Two major research instruments were used for data collection; structured interview and Focus Group Discussion (FGD). The instrument was validated by experts in the fields of adult education and test and measurement. The reliability co-efficient of the instrument was done using test retest technique and 0.83 was obtained. The data collected were analyzed using frequency and percentages and mean rating. From the findings of study, it can be deduced that youths were not actively participating in socio-cultural activities of their immediate environment. Thus, the study recommended that the adult members of the society should educate the young generation on the importance of culture. Besides; the Ilorin Emirate Council should partner with the tertiary institutions, colleges and research institutions. Such as Centre for Ilorin Studies (CILS) University of Ilorin, Ilorin as to promote our cultural heritage among the youths. 






Keywords: Promotion, Socio-Cultural Heritage, Adult Education, Youths, and  		          Ilorin Emirate
Introduction
Before the advent of British colonial rule in Nigeria, Ilorin has been in existence as far back as 19th century. Various ethnic groups lived in the cosmopolitan and autonomous village with a well defined socio-economic and political system (Dada, 2007: 78). The well known ethnic groups included Baruba, Fulani, Gobir, Yoruba, Hausa, Nupe, among others. The presence of peaceful co-existence among aforementioned ethnic groups contributed to creating and sustaining Ilorin Emirate till date. Ilorin Emirate is one of the oldest and most populous Emirates in Northern Nigeria going by the population census (National Bureau of Statistics, 2008). Ilorin Emirate is made up of five Local Government Areas including Asa, Ilorin East, Ilorin West, Ilorin South and Moro. 
The Emirate has many rich multi-cultural heritages that have been existing for years. They are represented by socio-cultural and traditional activities practiced ranging from Durbar (Horse race), Waka (Poetic songs), Ijo Olomo Oba (Royal dance), Shao Awonga (Shao mass wedding), Weeree (Traditional poetry), Are-osan (afternoon party), Ijo Pamu-Pamu (Local Dance and music), Aligeeta Bembem (Local Trumpet), Egun Majiro (Majiro Masquerade). These activities project the different identities of families, clans, tribes and ethnic groups comprising the Emirate (See table 4 & Appendix I).  
It is quiet important that these cultural activities be sustained for their benefits. For instance, Afolabi (1996) opined that, any society or community that fails to give adequate recognition to her cultural practices, norms and values would definitely lose its root and her on-coming generations would have no legacy to be left behind for them, hence losing their sense of direction. If culture is believed to be the way of life, concerted efforts have to be made to promote and preserve it among the young generation for its sustenance and to ensure social change and social transformation. There are various existing arts and cultures in different communities in Nigeria through which the people can be identified. Over the time, some of these socio-cultural heritages that existed years have not been observed by some families or people who inherited them. It is assumed that the following factors are responsible for this: civilization; aging, death; religion; insecurity among others. It is against this backdrop, the paper focused on how the rich cultural heritage of the Emirate can be promoted in order to create avenue for enhancing socio-economy of Ilorin Emirate and further strengthen our mutual relationship with neighboring communities.
Objectives of the Study
The objectives of the study are to determine:
i. the level of youths’ participation in cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate.
ii. the socio-economic benefits derived from cultural activities engaged in by the  participants in Ilorin Emirate. 
iii. the perspective of adults towards teaching their youths the cultural activities of Ilorin Emirate.
Research Questions
The following research questions are formulated by the researcher to be answered in the course of the study: 
i. What is the level of youths’ participation in cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate?
ii. What are the socio-economic benefits derived from cultural activities engaged in by the participants in Ilorin Emirate?
iii. What is the perspective of adults towards teaching their youths the cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate?
Methodology
Research Design 
The descriptive survey research design was employed for this study. Nwana (2005) observed that, survey design focuses on people and their beliefs, opinions, perceptions and behaviours. The design is relevant because the focus of the study is to collect information and describe socio-cultural heritages of Ilorin Emirate that were passed on from one generation to another. 
Population and Sampling Techniques
The population for the study comprises males and females across the five (5) Local Government Areas forming Ilorin Emirate Council; Ilorin West, Ilorin East, Ilorin South, Asa and Moro. Multi-stage sampling procedure was adopted. At the first stage, a purposive sampling technique was used to select sixty (60) male and female adult respondents who actively or directly participated in observing cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate. At the second stage, cluster sampling technique was adopted to draw four hundred (400) respondents (youths) who did not psarticipate in cultural actives.

Instrument
Two major research instruments were used for data collection for the study. These include: structured interview and Focus Group Discussion (FGD). Appropriate options are provided from which respondents are to choose. The options to these items were taken on five (5) point Likert scale type rating: Always (AL), Often (OF), Occasionally (OC), Rarely (RA), and Never (NV).
Validity and Reliability of Instrument
The items in the instrument were validated through a cross-examination by peer review in relation to the research questions raised for the study. To ensure that the instrument measures the variables expected in the study, face and content validities were done. The reliability co-efficient of the instrument was conducted using test re-test method and the value of 0.86 was obtained which revealed that the instrument was reliable enough to carry out the study. 
Procedure for Data Collection
Focus Group Discussion was conducted to obtain opinions of the respondents whose family occupations were on a list of identified socio-cultural activities and those actively participated in it. Structured interview was used to get the opinions of the respondents who rarely participated.
Method of Data Analysis 
The data collected were analyzed using mean rating, frequency counts and percentages.



















Results
This section deals with collation, analysis and interpretation of data collected as illustrated below:
Answering of Research Questions
Research Question 1: What is the level of youths’ participation in cultural activities in Ilorin		 		 Emirate?
Mean calculation and ranking order was used to answer this research question. On the responses of the respondents to items that addressed the level of youths’ participation in cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate, the result is shown in table 1.
Table 1: Mean and ranking of the level of youths’ participation in cultural activities in 		   Ilorin Emirate.
	S/N
	Statements
	Mean
	Rank
	Decision

	1.
	My religious beliefs are against the cultural activities.
	2.26
	9th
	Below mid-point

	2.
	I am civilized than to participate in my cultural activities.
	2.42
	5th
	Below mid-point

	3.
	I offer my opinion concerning cultural activities.
	2.40
	6th
	Below mid-point

	4.
	I don’t hesitate to give my financial support to promote cultural activities.
	2.39
	7th
	Below mid-point

	5.
	I am ready to accept or be assigned roles and responsibilities.
	2.96
	1st 
	Above mid-point

	6.
	I am ready to offer what I learned from my parents/elders.
	2.64
	2nd 
	Above mid-point

	7.
	I have always joined my peer group in cultural activities of my community.
	2.58
	3rd 
	Above mid-point

	8.
	I could not participate in cultural activities due to my busy schedule. 
	2.53
	4th 
	Above mid-point

	9.
	I considered participating in cultural activities as a waste of time.
	2.21
	10th 
	Below mid-point

	10.
	I am not aware of the existence of cultural activities in my community.
	2.37
	8th 
	Below mid-point


Grand mean=2.48

Table 1 showed the mean and rank order of ten (10) items that addressed the level of youths’ participation in cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate, The result indicated that items 5,6,7 and 8 ranked first, second, third and fourth with mean score of 3.67, 3.45, 3.33 and 2.60 respectively. It was found that items 5, 6, 7 and 8 were above average mean or mid-point of 2.5. On the other hand, items 2, 3, 4, 10, 1, and 9 were fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth with corresponding mean scores of 2.48, 2.43, 2.39, 2.38, 2.36 and 2.33. The result revealed grand mean of 2.48 which below average mean or mid-point of 2.5.
Research Question 2: What is the socio-economic benefit derived from cultural 				                      activities engaged by the participant in Ilorin Emirate?
Mean calculation and ranking were used to answer this research question 2. On the responses of the respondents to items that addressed the socio-economic benefit derived from cultural activities engaged by the participant in Ilorin Emirate, the result is shown in table 2.
Table 2: Mean and ranking of socio-economic benefit derived from cultural activities 	engaged by the participants in Ilorin Emirate
	S/N
	Statements
	Mean
	Rank
	Decision

	1.
	I can afford three meals per day.
	3.26
	1st
	Above mid-point

	2.
	I invested income received.
	3.09
	3rd
	Above mid-point

	3.
	I’m an employer of labour.
	2.98
	4th
	Above mid-point

	4.
	I can afford to pay my children school fees.
	3.17
	2nd 
	Above mid-point

	5.
	I pay my tax and rate.
	2.92
	5th 
	Above mid-point


Grand mean=3.084

Table 2: Shows that, out of five (5) items that addressed the socio-economic benefit derived from cultural activities engaged by the participant in Ilorin Emirate, it was found that the respondents perceived that “through income made from socio-cultural activities they can afford three meals per day.” with a mean score of 3.26 which ranked first. The item “I can afford to pay my children school fees through income made from established socio-cultural activities” attracted mean score of 3.17 which ranked second. While “I invest through income made from socio-cultural activities I engaged” attracted mean score of 3.09, thus, ranked third. All other items followed with the least as “I pay my tax and rate from the money realized from cultural activities I engaged.” having the mean score of 2.92. All calculated mean were above mid-point of 2.5 with a grand mean 3.084 indicates that participant have benefited economically from the socio- cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate.

Research Question 3: What is the perspective of adult towards teaching their youth’s cultural				           activities in Ilorin Emirate?
Frequency count and percentage were used to answer research question 3. On the responses of the respondents to items that addressed the perspective of adult towards teaching youths cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate, the result is shown in table 3.
Table 3: Perspective of adults towards teaching their youths cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate 
	S/N
	Statement 

	Frequency & Percentage (%)

	
	
	YES
	NO

	1.
	I had trained several youths.
	24 (40%)
	36 (60%)

	2.
	The knowledge I acquired through my father/mother has kept our family on the activities we involved in.
	58 (96.7%)
	2 (3.3%)

	3.
	The knowledge inherited enables me to train my children and other children.
	49 (81.7%)
	11 (18.3%)

	4.
	I have no difficulties in training youths.
	60 (100%)
	     0 (0%)

	5.
	I devoted my time to training youths.
	53 (88.3%)
	7 (11.7%)

	6.
	I always tell the youths about the socio-economic benefits in cultural activities.
	37 (61.7%)
	23 (38.3%)

	7.
	I always advise the youths to partake in activities in our community.
	54 (90%)
	6 (10%)

	8.
	I charged money for training people. 
	16 (26.7%)
	44 (73.3%)

	9.
	I am unable to train people due to my old age.
	51 (85%)
	9 (15%)

	10.
	I have no financial means of replacing materials/costume used.
	43 (71.7%)
	17 (28.3%)



The table 3 above revealed the result of the respondents to items that addressed the perspective of adult towards teaching youths cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate using frequency count and percentage.
Discussion of Results
The findings of study revealed that socio-cultural heritage of Ilorin Emirate had not really been promoted among youths due to the following factors: civilization, aging, death, economy, time factor, religious beliefs and insecurity. Over the time, youths have not been actively participating in some of the cultural heritages include Waka (Poetic songs), Ogun (God of Iron), Majiro (Majiro Masquerade) among others.  This finding is in line with the verse of the Holy Quar’an (Q 14, V1) which says:
“the book which we have revealed to you (Muhammed SAW) in order that you might lead mankind (disbelief/polytheism) out of darkness into light (belief/monotheism) by their Lord’s leave to the path of the Almighty, the owner of all praise”.
The above verse affirmed that the doctrine of Islamic religion is against the youths participation in the above kind of cultural activities that can lead them to associating partners with their Lord. Furthermore, the contact with Western culture brings about wider spread of civilization in African, there by fade away of the people’s cultural heritages in the area of dressing, music and dancing. The youths nowadays preferred listen to western music in most social gathering in the Emirate. This finding agrees with the work of  Adedimeji (2013) who reported that part of the cultural symbols of Ilorin evident in plays, songs or poetry and that a speech is not considered well-delivered without some poetic accompaniment. From the analysis of the interview conducted on cultural heritage as well as based on the perspective of those actively participated in it and those who rarely participated. Ijo Olomo Oba (Royal dance) is one of the most expensive means of entertainment among the royal house.  One of the interviewee says “ we charged 30-40 yards of cloths, ten thousand naira cash (10,000), and varieties of food before embarking on play” 1. While another person says “I can’t afford to pay the crew Ijo Olomo Oba (Royal dance) during my wedding ceremony” 2
Furthermore, the findings from the study also revealed that participation in cultural activities attract socio-economic benefits to an individual, family, society and the nation at large. This finding corroborates the view of Egga (2006) that cultural activities generate economic benefit to the host area by providing both direct and indirect income as well as employment opportunity for local people. The capital and labour intensive nature of the sector and the large income it generates encourage nations to join the culture and tourism global train. The results also affirm the claim of Armstrong (2003) who reported that training and capacity building for both men and women is key priority for poverty reduction in order to address lack of appropriate skills and capacity both within the private and public sectors. Similarly, opinions of the respondents on attitude of adult towards teaching their youths’ the cultural activities in Ilorin Emirate, shows that adult (participants) have responsibilities to teach youths’ cultural activities of the Emirate in order to sustain the activities.
Death and aging is inevitable to every human being, due to old age. The analysis from the above shows that, adult have no difficulties in training youths, the youths should be encouraged to avail themselves of these opportunities. In this regard, education especially lifelong education being considered as a prerequisite for sustainable development of human resources should be the key. Abiona (2012) defines lifelong education as a process whereby people continue in their education throughout life. It is the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes and general human development.
Conclusion
The paper focused on how to promote socio-cultural heritage among the youths in Ilorin Emirate. From the findings of this study, it can be deduced that youths were not actively participating in socio-cultural activities of their immediate environment. Culture had contributed immensely to sustainable growth and socio-economic development as well as re-orientating the populace of Ilorin Emirate and Nigeria at large for national development in the area of income generation, poverty alleviation, innovations, creativity, peaceful co-existence and promote unity in diversity. 
Recommendations
In view of the foregoing findings, it is imperative to make the following recommendations, which includes:
i. The adult populace needs to create awareness among the youths on the importance of promoting their socio-cultural heritages.
ii. The Ilorin Emirate Council should collaborate with UNESCO, NGO’s and Federal Ministry of Tourism, Culture and National Orientation to reposition and promote socio-cultural heritage of the Emirate.
iii. The Ilorin Emirate Council need to partner with the Tertiary Institutions, Colleges and Research institutions. Such as, Centre for Ilorin Studies (CILS) at the University of Ilorin, in creating awareness and educating their youths.
iv. The socio-cultural group; such as; Ilorin Descendants Progressive Union (IDPU) should promote and sponsor cultural activities across the Ilorin Emirate.
v. The use of mass media should also be explored in creating awareness among the members of public. 
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Oral interview conducted
An Oral interview conducted with Alhaja Hawau Gambar, Trader, Centre Igboro, Ilorin, 70+ years, 3rd April, 2016.
An Oral interview conducted with Mr Mohammed Abdul-Qudir, Civil servant, Centre Igboro, Ilorin, 30+ years, 4thApril, 2016.




Appendix I
Table 4: Socio-cultural Heritage in Ilorin Emirate
	S/N
	Culture
	Literary meaning
	Location
	LGA

	1
	Dubar (Bareke)
	Horse race
	Ilorin town
	 Ilorin West

	2
	Ijo Olomo Oba
	Royal dance
	Ilorin town
	Ilorin West

	3
	Aisun Iyawo
	Wedding Vigil
	Ilorin town
	All Ilorin Emirate town

	4
	Ide
	Shackles
	Ilorin town
	All Ilorin Emirate town

	5
	Sisa
	Wedding Migration
	Ilorin town
	AllIlorin Emirate town

	6
	Kegbe Dance
	Local Calabash Dance
	Ilorin town
	All Ilorin Emirate town

	7
	Shao Awonga wedding
	Mass wedding
	Shao
	Moro

	8
	Dase
	Fighting competition
	Afon, Ilorin town
	Asa and Ilorin  West

	9
	Majiro Masquerade
	Masquerade
	Majiro near Bode Saadu
	Moro

	10
	Oro
	Tradition or custom
	Ilorin
	All Ilorin Emirate town

	11
	Kakaki
	Local Trumpet
	Ilorin town
	Ilorin West

	12
	Aligeeta
	Local Trumpet
	Ilorin town
	All Ilorin Emirate LGA’s

	13
	Tanbari drum
	Local drum
	Ilorin town
	Ilorin West

	14
	Benben drum
	Local drum
	All Ilorin Emirate town
	All Ilorin Emirate LGA’s

	15
	Manga Food
	Mnaga Food
	All Ilorin Emirate town
	All Ilorin Emirate LGA’s

	16
	Idupe
	Thanksgiving
	All Ilorin Emirate town
	All Ilorin Emirate LGA’s

	17
	Waka
	Local Music. Poetic songs/Relgious poetry
	All Ilorin Emirate town
	All Ilorin Emirate LGA’s

	18
	(Are-osan) Pamu-Pamu Dance
	Local Dance
	All Ilorin Emirate town
	All Ilorin Emirate LGA’s

	19
	Weeree
	Local Music
	Ilorin town
	All Ilorin Emirate LGA’s

	20
	Ogun
	God of Iron
	Shao
	Moro

	21
	Igunu Masquerade
	Masquerade
	Jebba
	Moro


Source: Researcher’s Field work 2016 
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