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~  In this book, the contributors attempt to treat Sociology as a
discipline with its own unique focus. Hence, the various
concepts and themes treated in this book have been written
to show that Sociology has gone beyond the study of
‘marriage’ and ‘divorce’. It is a discipline, which is distinct

from-psychology, theology, social work or some other fields.
y The contributions from various contributors have
shown that in an attempt to study group life (society),
sociology has been organized to include several sub-fields
covering the possible area of human activities. The book is
comprehensive in its scope and exhaustive in its contents. It
deals with essential aspects of Sociology and motivates its
readers, particularly students of Sociology who may want to
understand the working of the society in which they live. The
style of writing in this book is marked with simplicity and
lucidity. All the contributors deal. with their topics in a
- straightforward and forceful manner with carefully chosen
‘vocabulary and appropriate language expressions, which
straightway touch the hearts of the readers. The entire book
is beautifully edited and adorned with relevant examples

from Sociological tradition. There is no doubt that the read
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CHAPTER FIVE -

The Basic Social Institutions

B. SALAWU AND D.S. ADEKEYE

Introduction

It has been observed that there are certain broad categories or
patterns of things we find universally. They are patterns found
in all types of society. For example, human beings every-
Where marry and procreate. That is they organise themselves
in family. Everywhere, huinan beings develop arrangements
for producing, distributing, and consuming goods. fn other
words they have developed the institution of economy.
Human beings everywhere have also developed some sort of
system for distributing power. This is what we call
government. In every human society, people have developed
procedures for teaching children in their society. This is called
education or socialization. Finally, human beings everywhere
develop explanations for their place in the universe (religion).
All we are trying to say above is that throughout history
students of mankind have noted that some forms of behavi()m"
seeme'd to be repetitive, organised and standardized in human
societies including homogenous ones. Commonly, these
.umforn.nities are called institutions. Although the term
Institutions  are variously defined, there seems to be
co.n81derable agreement among  professional behavioural
~ scientists a})out what they are. Accordingly, social institutions
are purposive, regulatory, and consequently primary cultural
configurations, formed unconsciously and/or deliberately, to
satisfy individual wants and social needs bound up with ,the
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efficient operation of any plurality of persons. Social institu-
tions as defined above consist of codes, rules and ideologies.

There are other definitions given' by a number of social
scientists, which may enhance our understanding of the
concept of institution. For example, Haralambo and Heald
(2001) see social institutions as recognised and established
usage governing certain relations of men. This means that
social institution is a relation that is sanctioned by society.
Radcliffe-Brown (1952) on the other hand, sees social institu-
tions as standar-dised modes of behaviour so essential to
social interaction that every society maintains its existence
and continuity. From the discussion thus far, we can see that
institutions are universal in principle and purpose. They only
differ in quality and efficacy. One basic fact to note about
social institutions is that they are related and interdependent
in their functions. For example, in the process of socialisation
for the development of personality, family, religion, education
and polity all share the process interdependently.

The Origin of Social Institutions
In whatever way we may see social institutions, they originate

- from' the fact that all societies have certain important central ~

needs, problems, or functions that must be dealt with, and it is
around these that institutions (known as systems of social
relationships or ways of doing something) evolve. The central
needs and concerns which societies face include reproduction
of the species, socialisation of the young, a way of dealing
with the unknown or uncertainty, distribution of goods and
services and, a way of governing ~zople. In this regard,
different societies handle these concerns in different ways.
But what is universal to all societies is that eventually an
institution emerges which is made up of shared values and
practices relating to the core concern. Hence, reproduction
and maintenance of the species give rise to the institution of
the family, while socialisation and training of the young to be
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useful members of the society results into the institution of
education. The institution of religion evolved because of the
ne'ed to deal with the unknown. The economic institution
arises because of the need to distribute goods and services

and finally governmental institutions arise from the necessity’
for rules and regulations governing man’s behaviour. The
aboye are therefore the five major, basic institutions which
socmlqgists often treat in their discipline. They are: family

'edu.catl.on, religion, economy and government. They are basié
Institutions because of the simple fact that all societies show
evidence of these institutions in one form or the other. The list
has not however exhausted all the types of institutions we
have. When, for example, the needs of the society change

other newer institutions emerge to cope with the needs. A’
good example of this is the institution of science (which is the
gxp!angtion of the unknown) which is surpassing the

1ns§1tu_t1011 of religion (explanation of the unknown) in modern

Esocn.etlt?s. For a better understanding of this concept of
institution we shall discuss in the following sections each of
the common or basic institutions and the functions they

perform for the survival of the social system.

Kinship System

This is the first component of a social system that will be
tr_eated in this chapter. In this component we are going to
discuss the following: kinship, descent and marriage. Later in
the'chapter we shall discuss how they help to maintain the
soc1al. system of which they are a part. Usually and generally
speaking, in sociology the term kinship has two aspects
namely (1) the biological aspect, and (2) the socio-cultural
aspect. From the biological point of view, kinship is a
relationship, which is obtained through two major means like
blood and descent. On the other hand, the socio-cultural
aspect of kinship is man-made.
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. From the point of view of the first aspect (the biological
aspect) two people are kinsmen if one is descended from the
other. In other words, two people are kinsmen when the two
are the descendant of a common ancestor or ancestress
depending on which line of descent is given prominence in
the society concerned. Also from the point of view of the
socio-cultural aspect, the society may approve that such and
such persons are kinsmen. This is to say that kinship system
in a society may be a function of the socio-cultural practice in
the society. This means that biological relations through
descent do not exhaust the whole of kinship. Therefore all
relations that are created through marriage are kinship. This is

- why one’s brothers-in-law, mothers-in-law, and sisters-in-law

are one’s kinsmen. As pointed out earlier, society may accord
the status of kinsman. This explains why adopted children
among the Yako of South-east of Nigeria are regarded as
kinsmen. From our discussion so far we can conclude that
kinship involves the relationships of blood, affinity and
adoption.

There are different social relationships, which are deve-
loped, in the social system through kinship. Such relations are
(1) parallel cousins; (2) siblings; and (3) uterine. Parallel
cousins by definition are children of two siblings of the same
'sex. In other words they are children of two brothers or of two
sisters. The second type of social relations developed through
kinship is the sibling. There are different types of sibling
relations. For example, there’is the full-siblings who are
persons of either sex having the same father and the same
mother. There is also the half-sibling relation in which case it
refers to persons who are the children of the same father and
different mothers. Such relations are called paternal half-
siblings in sociology. There is another type of half-siblings,
which involves person’s mother. Such persons are called
maternal half-siblings. Finally uterine relationships constitute
a third major type which are developed in the social system
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through kinship. By definitio i i
: D 1, uterine relationshi in i
which descent is reckoned through females. TS

Descent

This is yet another concept in sociology, which is closel

related to the concept of kinship system. ’According toolieCy
.Jloyd, a descent group is a body of persons who trace des : t
in mg]e or female or both lines from a named ancestor ’l(ifln
implies therefore, that a descent s a socially recognisea li lli
betwee‘n a person and his forebears or ancestors Des o

group is thus a corporate kin group in which des;:;ant i C?}?t
important criterion for membership. e
Whl;clﬁe theikinihip, there are different social relationships

vhich are developed, in the social system through d ey
Such social relations include 1) the cognati é" _‘3:%‘3“{-
re]at_ions; (2) unilineal rclations;( (;) d0111:;)ec?1j1tillin§;l'b-l Lgeljl
ambx}aterul relations, By definition, cognatic desc’e;lll'] '( )
relatfon.traced through both parents. Unilinea] 1S a rel i
traced elth‘cr through the father or mother’s Iinea;e Hz atlo'n
can be either parilineal (agnatic) or matri]inzai rl(lﬁle §
Another.type of relation is what we call double ufili PSI-

desc'e.nt In sociology. In this type, the ego is a membe n}fa

pam_h}leage in certain social contexts and a memb of 8
mat_nlmez}ge in another one. The classic example is thzr"&?tka
society of Nigeria. Finally we have the ambilateral ;elatioxna IO
this case the ego may filiate into either of his parent’s lineaéen

Functions of Kinship and Descent Systems

Generally it is important to mention again that like any other
component we ‘are going to discuss in this chapter IZin h?1
and des'cent perform certain functions for the mainte,nancS l?
the 5;00121.1 system. Any social system, we are told is'o;to
faced Wlth the problems centering on sexual b,eh;lv' o
production and socialisation of the young ones. The ki lohu'r’
and descent structures constitute auset of mec'hanismsnsthzlﬁt)

Sociology and Individual 65

have been developed to solve these problems. Therefore, a
meaningful discussion of the functions of these two structural
components (kinship and descent) should center on how the
structures help to solve the system’s problems.

First and foremost, both kinship and descent grouping of
the social system provide a way of transmitting status and
property from one generation to the next. Common to all
societies is the fact that when a person dies he leaves some
things behind. These things may be status, such as headship of
a family or a local group, or movable or immovable property
like land, livestock or even money. It is a common practice
that after his death these things must pass to someone else.
The fact that this must happen creates the problem of
inheritance for the social system, which must be solved if the
system must survive as an ongoing concern. As mentioned
earlier, the social structure that has been developed to solve
this problem is the kinship and descent arrangement in each
society. Based on the social structure of kinship and descent,
every society has established certain rules for the transmission
of property and status. In some societies for instance, it is
possible and of course, the commonest practice to inherit
position or goods from father’s side of the family and from
the mother’s side. This means that in such cocieties, the
cognatic or bilateral type of social relation is dominant.
Hence, property or position transmission takes place along
this line.

It is however important to know that it is more usual for
one line either patrilineal or matrilineal to be used for the
transmission of particular status or types of property. This
type of practice is somewhat common in societies where
double-unilineal type of relation predominates. It 1s also
important to note that most societies throughout the world
have adopted a predominantly partrilineal mode of inheritance
— unilineal relation, while in some societies, status and
property are transmitted through women - matrilineal
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relation. Another fact that is worthy of note is that even where
one line or the other is of major importance for the
transmission of status, rights or property, some significance is
almost invariably attached also to the submerged line. For
example, in Ashante of Ghana, which is a strongly matrilineal
society, it is believed that a spiritual principle called ntoro is
transmitted patrilineally. Equally, in many patrilineal socie-
ties, it is believed that witchcraft is inherited in the female
line. A good illustration of this is the Yoruba society of
Nigeria where witchcrafting is believed to be the occupation
of women and is therefore transmitted from them to another
female child.

As for the status allocation problem facing any social
system, kinship and descent structures have also been used to
meet the system’s problem. The solution adopted by the great

majority of human societies to deal with the problem relating

to the determination of status has been one by which a child
derives certain rights and duties through the father. There are
other societies that meet this problem of allocation through
the mother. Where the rights and duties derived through the
father preponderate in social importance over those derived
through the mother, we have what is called a patrilineal

system. Inversely, a matrilineal system is one in which the -

rights and duties derived through the mother dominate those
derived through the father. As we have in the case of
inheritance, there are some societies in which there is fairly
even balance between the elements of status derived through
father and mother. For example among the Ovarterero of
South-West Africa, a child through his mother derives
membership in an eanda (a matrilineal clan), and through his
father, the child becomes a member of an oruzo (a patrilineal
clan). ‘

A second major function of the institution of kinship and
descent is that in some societies, it serves to establish and
maintain effective social groups. For example, in the simpler
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ltures, the individzals lLive a0 conditions full of uncer.talnllty
u ! i - ., . . . r
erlld insecurity. In such conditions therefore, 1t 1slesliegttla : Sp
. . : !
f a cooperating closely-knit g
eryone to be a member 0 _ j
f)\f] yeople Kinship and descent structures have .bfen a'Is]d
devgloped to solve these problems qf 'uncertamdy v
insecurity. The individual in simpler socxeFles thl‘lS' 'epSUCh
upon the aid and support of others in such vital activities
as hunting, agriculture and herding or war.

rriage Institution By
= ge which is also a universal human institution, 18 n(?t
: There are several reasons wby therg is
for this concept. The most 1pstrupt1xfe
at there is a great diversity in

Marriag '
an easy term to define.
no definitive definition

is th
f these reasons, however, 1 A
?he systems of marriage throughout the world. But fo

simple reason of clarity and si.mphclty, thea i;);lgeg}tldo:
marriage can be defined as a union betv}v}een s o
woman such that the childr‘ep born to t E wartners B
recognised legitimate offsprings of both p :

i i i man with
definition implies that marriage 1s a union of one

e

society. It is these traditions an

i al foundation. . '
lts(l}e(;ging by the discussion above, it can be pointed out here

- . ¥
i inition of marriage as there 1s non
ere is no general deflmt_lop -ma ' '
?ﬁi tctzlovers all if the kinds of institutionalised mterper;(;r;a;l
relationship which fall under the concep; cgltlgd (r)nrizrtli nl:es.
dies have shown that 1t1s s :

everal cross-cultural stu : ! A

tslard to actually decide whether a particular kind of union

particular societ
interpretation of t
relative. Therefore, to have an
concept marriage, we need t‘o
parameters namely the form it takes

the incest taboo.

y can usefully be called marria}ge. The
his is that what is called marriage 1S culture
in-depth understanding of the
discuss it using a number of
in different societies and
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mo(;zgzr;lly; nt(fjlerelare two types or forms of marriage namely
i rzfarri po ygamy or plural m_arriage. Monogamy is a
i ek Iigé ;}? which a man is only entitled to one
e A e. | € general pattern here is that in this type
o ge a man is only entlt}ed to another wife in case of
vorce or death of the first wife, Monogamous marriage i
found almost everywhere in the world particularl igthls
developed societies like Britain and America. Outsi)c/ie’rtlhe .
plaqes,'some societies that experienced colonial rule have ISe
mstlt‘utlona]ised this form of marriage together with a forni f)c;
iTlal riage known as polygamy. That is, the two forms coexist
n Africa, the introduction of Christianity and British Jaw h :
enlfoluraged the practice of this type of marriage. On tlilz
l\;‘; S?Se(;fr:]lsgcéiilgy 115 a type f’f man:iage, which forms the
e (;rlue 3/ which is a social unit of one man, one
. Poly‘gamy, on the other hand, is a form of marriage where it
is posmble; to contract a union with more than one partner aetla
:Ltll(l)e.t S(:;lolfoglcia]ly and due to cultura] diversities, there are
il ypes o pf) ygamy nz}mel){ polygyny and polyandry. The
mer is a form of marriage in which a man marries more
than one yv1fe. Th%s is the most common form of marriage in
most” African societies. The latter which is polyandry and
usually known as plural husbands is a form of marriage i
l\;vhlch one woman is married to several men. In polyaﬁdr .
hrothers can be Joi.ntl.y married to a single zwife. When )1/£
C?ppenls this way, it is called the adelphic polyandry. The
Ely eel:pl;;c pol)(andry is found. among the Tibet people. 11-1 this
regpardedn;.:rglzg:l,dg::btlstc;)dlnl% takes place when the person
er has attaine i
of Ilaluberty. AI] the husbands to this Womiutlhﬁ\?f ?rﬁoc?r?ea;eoifz
:z;t 1t‘the: wife (the woman in marriage). The offspring
ulting from the marriage 1s seen as the child of all the
husbands. However, on formal occasion, it is the eldest
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brother among the lots who plays the role of father (Fox,
1967). ‘

Sociologically, the type of marriage described above has a
number of advantages. First, such marriage makes unnece-
ssary the division of property between the families of a set of
brothers because they (brothers) are married to the same
woman. Secondly, it has been observed that when a husband
is away from home for business, there is someone in charge of
his wife.

Polyandry has also taken another form among some of the
non-Islamic peoples of northern Nigeria. In this type of
marriage, C.K. Meek observed that the husbands and the wife
do not live together in one household as it happens among the
Tibet people. Meek also observed that the men among the
Kadara and Kagoro people are not simultaneously married to
the woman. Instead, the wife makes a second formal marriage
and leaves her first husband’s home. This should not be seen
as a case of divorce as the first marriage is still valid.

Among the Kadara people for example, girls were usually
betrothed as infants. This was usually done through presen-
tation of marriage gifts. Such gifts take two forms namely,
farm labour and presentation of large pots of beer. The man
who presents the gift would be considered as the first husband
of the girl. The second husband is chosen later in life. This is
done when a new man approaches her father and the father

gives his consent. The girl would then run away to her lover’s
village. The usual practice is that in the lover’s village, the
girl would stay with the kinsmen of her father until the
marriage feast took place. When this marriage feast had been
completed the first husband would be informed. As
mentioned earlier, this would not translate into dissolution of

the first marriage.

Functions of Marriage Institution

On the importance of marriage, sociologists have advanced
many reasons for why marriage is an important institution in
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an i
mayrrizocnety (Stephens, 1963). For instance, it is through
imeresigeisn;en imtddwoAmen’s lust for sexual competition and
cgulated. Again, marriage, as ial instituti
. ; » a8 a social institut
confers rights on a m oy
. an over the economic and d i
services of a woman. In the Afrj ieti il
. | : rican societies this latter
1s especially true. Marria o
‘ ’ ge has also been seen as i
y : - _ a social
Wief(;l}smsm, which gives a man the exclusive right to his
i ‘]dsexual favours. Lastly but not the least, marriage helps
utld up unity among groups in the marriage.

Family Institution

tI]?rthe }f)roceedir.lg section in this chapter, we have discussed
; eeek_o }tlhe basic structural components of the social system
f().cilq ;gsolpzhdegcer}t and marriage). In this section attention is
S I the 1nstitution of family in the socj
el O] ocial system. The
w a i i .
in:;c: fglmlly cannot bg given a single definition, as this is an
1962 )utljc‘)lzl, v;:hlch varies from society to society (Zeiditch
- 1heretore, it is only in the broadest fr
: : sense can one give
g ;
: SI?gle. meaning to the term family that will be applicabli to
1e family systems the world over.
livirsl ?r(:rzr?]%r; SAmerdican usage, a fafnily is the group, which
€ under a single head or couple. It ’
008 1 ‘ - It 15 also a
group of immediate kins; i &

‘ men  especially of pa

children whether livin il
g together or not. Above all, a family ;

_ | . , a family is
f;iﬁeda's the descendants of g common forbear whet}};er
deﬁnit.late or remote (qu, 1967). However, a more universal
e dl;)ll]l regarc}s family as group membership, which

ponreal or assumed biological relati ins it i

e . umec gical relationships. As it is

thqu:gjt(l;ys(s)al'd,l thel faxImly (in whatever way we define it) is
c1al unit. In fact there are a lot of ev]

show the priority of fam; S e
mily as the fundamental socia]

or group. These evidences in : e i
: clude, one, the immedi

Involvement in family 1 .- ] Wk

‘olveme y life; two, the sexual and

nent : g ; other

z]itjl]fj%cuc'm it prov1d.es, and three, its functions with respect to

caring and childcare. This then implies that there is no

L—’*—__;
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individual without a family and therefore it is a universal
phenomenon (Murdock, 1949).

Despite its almost universal presence in human society, the
form and functions of the family vary so widely. In some
societies, each individual life is bound up almost totally
within the family. In others, many roles and relations are
relatively independent of it. In communal society, for
instance, the family or larger kinship group is typically the
most significant social unit to which men belong. The
allocation of political power is often linked with family
institution (Goody, 1976). Similarly, economic activities are
frequently organized along family or kinship lines. This is to
say that in traditional societies, economic obligations have
been part of the family structure. This explains why in the
primitive and peasant societies it is often difficult to
distinguish economic, political and religious institutions and
roles from those of family and even marriage.

From the foregoing, family can be seen as distinct from the
more embracing kinship structure. It consists of a group made
up of adults of both sexes, at least two of whom maintain a
socially approved sexual relationship, and one or more
children, owned or adopted, of the sexually cohabiting adults.
Usually, the family shares a common residence and its
members cooperate in meeting their economic needs.

Types of Family

As noted by Murdock (1945), virtually all societies recognise

families, yet families are subject to significant cross-cultural

variation. Generally speaking, sociologists have distinguished

three types of family. These are (1) the nuclear or elementary

family, (2) the extended family; and (3) the compound family.

The nuclear or elementary family consists of husband (father),
wife (mother) and children. The children may be biological
offspring of the couple or adopted members of the family.
Thus, the nuclear family is a social unit composed of one or
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more commonly, two parents and children. It is typical of this
type of family to be based og marriage and is also often called
the conjugal famj y. The extended family on the other hand is
made up of more than one nuclear unit and extends across
more than two generations, Ap example of an extended family
is the three-generation family that includes parents, their
married  and  unmarried children, children-in-law  ang
grandchildren. In other words, an extended family is a socjal
unit, which includes parents, children, and other kin
(Scheider, 1961). Another name for this kind of social unit is
what is called (he consanguine family, which means that it is a
social unit based on blood ties. This.type of family is typical
of many pre-industrial societies and commonly found in
African societies. The third type of family mentioned earlier
is the one some sociologists refer to ag compound family. It js
a social unit, which tests upon  polygamous marriage
(Zeiditch, 1 964). In polygyny, meanine one man and several
wives, the most frequently found ang generally the most
popular form of family unit is compound family. In such a

situation the man plays the role of husband and father ip
several nuclear familjes,

Functions of the Family

According to the Structural-functiona] analysts, the family
performs several of any society’s basic tasks. This tells us
why the family is oftentimes described as ‘the backbone of

society’. The functions usually performed by the family
institution include the following: '

Socialization

As mentioned somewhere in this book, the family is the first
agent In the socialization process, which a child comes in
centact with. It is believed to exert more influence than peer
groups, schools, churches or hosques, and the mass media. [t
IS important o note that the personalities of each new
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reneration take shape within the family. Thi§ presupposes g:::
ﬁle adults in each society guide the children in such a wla)tgr_s >
lﬁey become well-integrated and of course useful mem

the society.

Regulations of Sexual Activity faad
st T fot, G s st et ésnal ey
ery human s :

ff}cl)(r3 Cglteréilrzglaecufaecvt t}}/lat human reproduction 1S ci:nttir;lrll ;(;
kinship organization and property Flghts. Thiarleixiaations -
incest taboo is a cultural norm forbidding sex T
marriage between certain kin. Although the glcthis daid,
universal practice, the kin who are regulate

from one culture to another. \
Political Institution ' A i

Both politics and law are concerned with social controltlrrxrl tl(l)t;

social system. This means that to have an orderly s(i/s cr:ee =

social relations people have to be subjectedttob soicngeul ;tid > o

i is, their activities must be r
social control. That is, . . . e
torically therefore,

k- as the need arises. His ! '
ey e f governing their
ieti and means of g ‘
ocieties have had ways e
;eoples This presupposes that the way ang-mar;?]eihgxalue

' i idely, depending .
le are governed varies wi : . o Ve
Sesotléms anc% population. But before we go into detail in t
sthion we must know what politics 1's‘ all about.. R
When we think of politics or political organ(;sa 1(§)r1 o
i re
inking i 't f the maintenance of ordere :
thinking in particular o . Aita
betweeﬁ different - categories and groups ofesligg);:es -
i initi litics thus given pr :
ty. The definition of po 1S |
;%Tilteic}; is found in all human societies regardless of their
ee of complexity. : .
de%‘fenerally lsjpeaking, there are two ty.pe.s otf pzi;tg?n
isati i ften used by societies to m
¢roanisations, which are o : e
:)rslerly relationship among people. These two types (1)
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the centralised political system, and (2) the non-centralised
political system. In their book, M. Fortes and E E. Evans
Prichard (African Political System) distinguished those
societies which have special political positions (offices) from
those societies which do not have such positions. The former
groups are referred to as centralised societies, while the latter
groups are called non-centralised societies. In order to under-
stand properly these broad types of political organisation we
shall treat them one after the other.

First and foremost are the non-centralised societies, which
are sometimes referred to as the stateless societies. They have
the following characteristics. One, they do not have political

-positions or offices. Rather they use positions that have other

non-political functions for political purposes. Two, they lack
centralised authority which means that there is no king from
whom authority of the state emanates. Finally, they also lack
constituted judicial institution. The political structures of the
Tiv, Yako, Tallensi, Lagoli and Nuer meet the above
mentioned criteria of non-centralised or stateless societies. It
is important to note here that all non-centralised societies are
not the same. This means that the principle of political
organisation adapted in non-centralised societies varies from
society to society. Thus there is no uniformity of political
organisation even among the non-centralised societies.

Secondly, we have the centralized political institution in
which there are political office holders with centralized
authority. Above of all, in such political system there is
usually a constituted judicial institution. The political system

found among the Yoruba of Southwest of Nigeria and that of
the Hausa people of Northern Nigeria provides good
examples of centralized political system.

Religious Institution

The first problem of the sociology of religion is that of
terminology. The question here is how can one defines
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religion and the sociology, wh'ich it may have mot1v;dtlelil’.;t())or‘11et
important thing to note here 18 that ‘whenever whe- 2:' by
religion people often think that we only mean C 1;15 f1a };his
Islam. Thus, efforts to define religion suffer not on yf ro;n -
type of parochialism but also from the complexity 1o dre tlr%ne),
which may include theology (a.body of forma ofc Orai
ritual, (a type of personal experience), and a set of m
valllilesr-ecent British Anthropology,. there are ‘Fwo dpr;.n(?iparll
types of working definitions of rehgpn. Thf? flrst‘ff.e 1{1t1 1oto
treats the term religion as lending itself with difficu t.y i
further definition and as covering an area of human z;c 1:/1 zll
which lacks sharply delineated bOllﬂ.dE‘lI‘IGS. This defini 12n
implies that one has to accept as rellglon any phenorlr}einon
which a person or group of persons decide to treat. as r;a 1gtha£
For example, if you take up a stone or amny objec;t or ;
matter and treat it as religion, it would be accepte ELS such.
The second definition in British Ant}:lr.opology treat_s the t%rlrlr;
as referring to commerce with a spemﬁq clgss of'obJectsi. i
definition implies that religionlis the belief in sprits or relig
i ief in the supernatural. '
g ?folsrfléifr discussign so far, we can see that whichever way
we try to define the concept'of reli-gl.o'n, we are b'Oleg'gtt(:
encounter problem of a precise definition. As socio (d)cl£1];:
therefore, we have no choice but to feel our way towar S\,en
meaning of the concept religion shogld. have in any g "
circumstance. The implication of thlS.IS thgt in g1v1nhg
definition of this concept, we must not risk omitting ;mytJf 1;15
that might be relevant. For our own purpose here., t ere ‘oer;
we can use the working definition of the term .rehglonkﬁl\./
by Emile Durkheim (1912). Accgrdmg to Ermle Dulr ” elr?c;
religion is a unified system of beliefs and practices ée fa} 1.\?30“
sacred things. According to the proponent of this definition,
sacred means things that are set apart.and forbidden.
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The definition of religion as given by Emile Durkheim
implies that all human actions fall into place on a continuous
scale. At one extreme of the scale we have actions which are
entirely profane. This area of human action pertains to the
realm of everyday utilitarian activities. They constitute the
ordinary things, which we can approach or touch or use the
way we want. At the other extreme we have actions which are
entirely sacred. According to Durkheim, these are strictly
aesthetic. They are areas which pertain to the transcendental,
the extraordinary. It must be noted here that Durkheim looked
upon activities, which would commonly be called religions as
falling out into the sacred, aesthetic, technically non-
functional end of the scale,

On the emergence of religion, Durkheim argued that
religious phenomena emerge in a society when a separation is
made between the sphere of the profane and the sacred. Thus,
an object is intrinsically neither sacred nor profane. In fact, it
becomes one or the other if man makes it so. Wine for
instance has these two properties — profane and sacred. When
it is taken as a beverage it is a profane. But the same wine
when it is provided at mass has sacred ritual significance.
Another example is a public hall. When such hall is used on
an ordinary day for a wedding it assumes the attribute of
profane. But when the same hall is used on Friday or Sunday
for religious service, it becomes a sacred thing.

Social Functions of Religion

As religion becomes adapted to the existing social order, it
serves some important social functions. First and foremost, it
provides answers for the uncertainties inherent in human life,
Secondly, religion as a social institution frequently
encourages acceptance of prevailing norms and established
social relationships. In this case religion may contribute to the
persistence of existing institutions and social relationships by
the attitude toward life that it enjoins. The ritual that is part of
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religion not only reaffirms the beliefs people‘share, but also
draws believers together into a moral community. '
A third function of religion is that_ the consensus on.reh—
gious doctrine and uniformity of religious practice contribute
to the solidarity of the society. On the f)Fher hand however,
religious differences may lead to hostl'ht:y apd even open
conflict as it always happens in many societies in Nigeria.

Economic Institution
Generally speaking, economics ig one of the parts that 11"Itl.ak6;
up social sciences. Others, l;emg anthrgpology, po itica
science, psychology and so_cm'log}f. Basically, econ'omlcsf
deals with the production, distribution and consumption o~
goods and services in the society. In the advan;eq cultures or
societies, economics is the preserve of spemallst.sc‘hol’ars
called economists. The scholars in this area of §p§c1a¥1za‘uon
often engage themselves in the study of economic mst'1tut10;15
of the Western societies. These scholars gmpha31se ht .e
complex monetary systems of the Westem societies and their
wide-range organization of production and dlstr%butlhon. iy
The Western economists propounded theorlgs.to exp am“
the economic behaviours of these comp]ex' societies. Co(x;s;-
quently, the small-scale societies thus remams:d uncovere 1‘3;
the theories propounded by the 'aforementlone'd specialis
scholars. Therefore, our concern \ylth the economic 1.nst1tu}t]1.02
as sociologists is on the soc1etgl aspect w1th1n' whic j
economic activities take place. For instance, the probk&ms 0
scarcity and choice which are basic I economics a'r?
influenced by the following facpor§ namely, the socia
organization, values and the genergl atgtudes. . .
The organization of economic life anq the items
economic activities differ from society to society. There are a
number of factors, which determin; the nature of economic
institution in human societies. The flrst'amon'g the.se t."act01"s is
the level and kinds of technology. Using this criterion, it 1s
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possible to see that some economic systems are based on the
hoe and cutlass or bows and arrow. Such societies are
dlfferent from those that are organised around the techno-
loglf:s of plough, machines and fertilizers. The other deter-
mining factors are the structure of the unit of production and
the differentiation of economic roles. The implication of this
.is that in some societies the structure and role differentiation
is simple while in others they are complex.

Further to the above, the system of exchange is yet another
factor that determines the nature of economic activities in all
human societies. In this respect, the medium of exchange
varies from one society to another. It should also be under-
stood that the social relation in the exchange process differs
from one society to the other. For instance, gift giving and
reciprocity and redistribution are important exchange activi-
ties particularly in the traditional societies.

Baseq on the discussion above we can infer that the
economic institution of every society concerns itself with the
following problems: the problems of production, distribution
and consumption. We have to understand that the ways these
problems are solved differ from one society to another.

Production

A first and most essential requirement for any human
con.qm.unjty is to feed itself. In some of the very simple
so_metles, this is everybody’s main preoccupation from
F:lnldhood to death. Everything we eat comes either directly or
indirectly from the earth. Apart from food, shelter and
clothing, essential tools are also basic to live and they. are
produced from our environment. There are many wayé by
which these necessities have been chiefly secured by different
human communities. These are, the food gatherers (hunters
collectors and fishermen), the pastoralists, the agriculturists’v
and industrial organisation. ’

Sociology and Individual 79

As mentioned above, the food gatherers are the hunters and
collectors, and sometimes they are fishermen. These people
obtain their livelihood by gathering wild fruits, roots etc, and
by hunting and trapping. They neither farm nor keep animals.
Though, this economic system represents a very simple
economic type, it has a number of implications. First, the
people who survive on this kind of economic system have to
migrate from one place to another because of the
exhaustibility of available food in an area. Secondly, because
they have to migrate very frequently their accommodation is
very temporary in nature. Thirdly, they possess few household
materials such as the cooking materials, hunting tools and

‘gadgets. Just because of the temporary nature of their shelter,

they have to carry about these household materials as they

" move. Fourthly, because they rely on the gift of nature, which

is exhaustible after a while, the number of people that can live
in one place at a time is limited. In most cases, they are
kinsmen, grandparents, parents and children with their close
kin. Finally, there is little or no politics. But the oldest man
heads the group organisation. He exercises authority over
others and his men rely on him on matters of wisdom.

Some examples of food gatherers are the Semang of
Malayan Forests, the Khoi Africans of the Kalahari Desert,
the Kwakintl of British Columbia, the Pygmies of the Congo
and Ituri Forests, and the Australian Aborigines. It must be
noted here that these people organise themselves in set
patterns and they do not just roam aimlessly in the forests.
This implies that there is order in the manner and extent of
exploitation of forest resources. They may travel say three to
six miles in a day but within a specific territory.

Distribution and Consumption

As pointed out earlier in this chapter, every economic
institution must solve the problem of distribution. When each
individual or family unit is engaged in the same type of
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production as all others, the vast bulk of all production is
distributed or consumed by either the individual or within the
family. The implication of this is that in this type of
production organisation, the family will have few resources
that might be traded for additional food should it have

nsufficient supplies of food. Under this circumstance, the

common pattern is one of sharing and reciprocity. Here, the
family that has run short of supplies accepts gifts from
someone clee. This type of distribution characterises food-
gathering societies especially the hunters. For example, a
successful hunter cannot begin to consume his production.
Consequently, he makes arrangements for distributing the
meat resulting from the successful hunt. This arrangement can
be very elaborate in nature. On a future hunt when the hunter
is unsuccessful, he is likely to receive meat from someone
else’s kill. This type of reciprocative distribution arrangement
probably occurs in all societies.

Conclusion ;

In this chapter, the concept institution has been carefully
defined taking into cognizance especially its universal
characteristics. Even though the term institution like many
sociological concepts lacks uniformity in its definition, yet
amongst  professional behavioural scientists, there is a
consensus of opinion to the effect that social institutions are
related and interdependent in their functions.

This chapter has painstakingly but carefully delved into the
origins of social institution, with a view of bringing into a
sharper focus the various known social institutions in human
society and the functions they perform. The conclusion is that

each social institution meets the specific need of the society
for which it is intended.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Man and Culture

A.Y. MUHAMMED AND D.S. ADEKEYE

Introduction

If there is any key to sociological understanding, it is the idea
that the personal traits, beliefs, and values that govern
behaviour are products of an interaction between individuals
and their social environment. All human beings receive a
double inheritance at birth: a biological one and a social one.
This social legacy is part of what we call culture. Culture
involves all that surround a person: beliefs, rules for
behaviour, ideas of right and wrong, and material objects.

Although a single symbol may tell much about a culture, it
does not make a culture. Cultures, as we said, are complex
wholes that include knowledge, beliefs, art, morals, law,
custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man
as a member of the society. Culture consists of a combination
of factors that, taken together, tend to form coherent patterns.
Sociologists and anthropologists who go into “the field” must
put together the various pieces. Often they must begin by
trying to “decode” the symbolic characteristics, to figure out
their meaning in the particular setting.

However different one culture may be from another, they
all share one fundamental feature: they are transmitted from
the old to the young through system of symbols (things that
stand for other things). The symbols may be sounds, marks on
a page, physical gestures, or objects created to embody a
symbolic meaning. In this chapter, attempt is made to discuss
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1? detail the meaning of culture and some related concepts to
it. A

Culture Defined

The concept ‘culture’ is used in different ways. When the
word is used by a social scientist, namely, a sociologist or an
anthropologist it has a special meaning. He could i;peak of
culFure_ as the way of life of a particular society. Culture
which is a sociological term, was originally developed to b(,
used as a tool to describe the differences and similarities
bcjlwccn groups of people. The specific and general meaninog
of cﬂulture could be given as follows. Cu]turc refers tob:1
cqxﬂ‘nguration of learned and shared patterns of behaviour '111£l
pi understanding concerning the meaning and value of (hh;m;
ideas, emotions, and actions. This configuration 01_' pallc:r;s?
ar!d .unclmstanding arises out of language commuﬁicwliorl)
within a social group and helps an individual to adapt t(L) his
physical environment, his biological nature, and hiq‘orou ) lil"*
(Odetola and Ademola 1985). , e

On .the other hand, when we speak of culture in general, the
word is referring to the learned portion of human behavi’our
the ways o.f things, feeling, and doing things that man in hiq,
own capacity has developed as part of his environment Ye‘t
anothc':r mez'lning of culture often refers to the aspect of ht'lmzm
beha.wour in terms of his taste, refinement and interest in
music and arts. In this context, many people have the opinion
that gultun‘e means civilization, development or improvement
acquired through learning and education. Hence, it is common
to hear one referring to another person in a derogatory sense
as uncultured or, in a favourable way, as a person whol i;
highly cultured. This indicates that every society posseese;
some elements of culture irrespective of the socio—econoxniwi;:
development of the society. Culture is therefore universal but
may differ from one society to another.
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From the discussion above, culture can be defined as the
beliefs, values, behaviour, and material objects shared by a
particular people. But culture involves more than simply
adding up all the ways people act and think, and assessing the
sum of their possessions (Soyinka, 1991). Culture welds past
and present, synthesizing achievement and aspiration. In
short, culture is a co:7plete societal heritage.

The terms, culture and society are sometimes used
interchangeably, but their precise meanings are different.
Culture refers to a shared way of life. Society, is the
organized interaction among people within a geographical or
political boundary, which is guided by culture. Neither society
nor culture could exist without the other.

In everyday life, the way we dress, when and what we eat,
where we work, and how we spend our free time are all
grounded in culture. Our culture leads us to sleep in houses of
wood and brick, while people of other cultures live in huts
fashioned from brush and igloos. Culture frames the meanings
we attach to our lives, indicating standards of success, beauty
and goodness, as well as reverence for a divine power, the
forces of nature or long dead ancestors. Sociologists, then, use
the concept of culture more broadly than others do. In
everyday conversation, culture usually refers to sophisticated
art items such as classical literature, music, dance, and
painting. As used here, however, the term refers to everything
that is part of a people’s way of life. :

No cultural element is inherently “natural” to humanity,
although most people around the world view their particular
way of life that way. What sets humans apart from other
species is the culture capacity, and although culture is
transmitted from generation to generation, specific elements
of culture are all subject to change.

All living species from ants to antelopes behave in uniform
ways. To a world traveler, the enormous diversity of human
life stands out in contrast to the behaviour of say, cats, which
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is the.same everywhere. Most living creatures respond to
biological forces we call instincts, strategies for thei; Is)urvival
~ that change only over a long period of time. A few animal
notably. chimpanzees and related primates have the ca 'lcitS
for baSIC.: elements of culture. Researchers have nott;gc tha);
these primates use tools and teach simple skills to their
offsprings. But the creative power of humans far exceeds that
of any other form of life, so that only human beings rely on

culture rather than instinct to en ' i
: a S sure the survival of their ki
ket 1050 their kind

The Components of Culture

A_though people around the world express their humanit
differently, all cultures have at least three common c01‘n o}-/
nents. These are symbols, language, values, and nOI‘IIi]S
Gener.ally speaking sociologists distinguish l’)etween non—'
material culture (the intangible creations of human societ )
and material culture (the tangible products of hum‘an s;)ciety}; 7

Symbols

The h.uman world is grounded not in objects and action, but in
meaning. In short, the surrounding environment is SylilbO]iC
The S}{mbol is anything that carries a particular meani‘n.
recqgrpzed by members of a culture. A whistle, a wall ng
graffiti, a flashing red light, and a fist raised in’ the air all
serve as.symbols. We can see the human capacity to create
and manipulate symbols in the simple act of winking the eye
In sorpe Sfittings this action conveys interest, in othez;s undir—.
standing, in still others, insult. v

- Symbols are the basis of culture and the foundation of
everyday reality!” Geneérally, we become so fluent in the
lapvgu‘q.ge‘ of our culture’s symbols - that'we 'take " themn for
g}faptedl.f Often; ‘however, we serse their” irrip‘t)fta"m::eE ‘when
symgfals are ;jilséd in"an “unconventional Wdy, say; Lif R
American flag is' burned in a political demonstration. ‘:\;Vé ‘iil‘s'éf :
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recognize the power of symbols when we enter a society with
an unfamiliar culture. Culture shock stems from an inability to
attach meaning to our surroundings. For example, a Yoruba
man in Nigeria entering an Igbo society for the first time may
experience this kind of culture shock.

Language

Language is the key to entering the world of culture. It is a
system of symbols that allows members to communicate with
one another. All cultures have a spoken language, although,
some including the Yanomamo have no system of writing.
Written symbols themselves are culturally variable, with
societies in the Western world writing left to right, those in
North Africa and Western Asia writing to left, and people in
Eastern Asia writing from top to bottom. For all people
throughout the world, cultural heritage is rooted in language.
Thus, language is the most important means of cultural trans-
mission, the process by which one generation passes culture
to the next. Just as our bodies contain the genes of our
ancestors, so our everyday lives are grounded in the symbolic
system of those who came before us. Through the unique
power of language, we gain access to centuries of accumu-
lated wisdom. The proverbs in many Nigerian societies are
good examples to illustrate the point above.

For most of human history, people have transmitted culture
through speech, which is often termed the oral cultural
tradition. Not until five thousand years ago did humanity
devise writing, and even then only a few people learned to
read and write. Language skills not only put us in touch with
the ‘past they also free the human imagination. By connecting
symbols in new ways, we can conceive of life other than‘as it
is. Language — both spoken and written — distinguishes human
beings as creatures aware of our limitations and ultimate
mortality. Yet able to dream and hope for ‘a-futiire better than
(e pragbife, i (R salasqin ofl IGRaa v IR
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Values
What accounts for the popularity in the United States of film
characters like James Bond, Dirty Harry, Rambo, and Thelma

and Louise? Each is ruggedly individualistic, suspicious of

the system and relies primarily on personal skill and effor.
Together, they suggest that Americans celebrate an ideal of
sturdy individualisin, especially for men. Sociologists call
such patterns values, standards by which members of a culture
distinguisis - tecirable from the undesirable, what is good
from what is Gad, . w3 from the ugly. Values are
Judgements, from the standpoine o1 i culture of what ought
to be. People express these broad principles ux most asp o of
their way of life, .

Cultural values shape our personalities. We lears from
families, schools, and religious organizations how (o think
and act according to approved principles, what personal goals
are worthy, and how to properly relate to our fellow human
beings. In a society as large and diverse as the United States
of Americu, everyone shares few cultural values. Over the
centuries, people throughout the world have entered  the
United States, producing music of cultural values. Thig
contrasts with the greater cultural homogeneity of historically
isolated societics such as Japan. Even so, the American way
of life is guided by a number of values that most people
recognize and that tend to persist over time.

Cultural Patterns

The term pattern refers to a cluster of related ways of
behaving found in a given culture. It is evident however, that
those cultural patterns are not of the same sort. A culture
includes two major types of pattern: namely, the idcal patterns -
and behavioural (actual) patterns. Ideal patterns describe what
people of a society would do or say in a defined situation if
they conformed completely to the ideals accepted in the
culture. They represent the imperative (must) and obligation
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(should) of a given society. Beha.vioural patterns OIll thet?ltzﬁfr
hand, are derived from observations of how peop9e:1 1ac Thz
behave in particular situations (Kluckhohn, 1 ).found
differences between ideal and behavmqral patterns are found
in every society. We can il}ustrate this with two ex;lct Izmd
from Nigerian society: marriage under the marriage
Vlrfgrinll\?i/g;eria a man who goes throggh a form of marnta\fs
under the marriage act with two dlfferen‘t persons or:i e
different occasions, with the flr_st wife sgll hv1r;gblar;m 4
being divorced from him, com'mlts.the offence o ‘ :,i un}éer
the punishment is seven years 1mprlsonmen.t. Mg)rrlat; e
this act is monogamous: one man, one 'w1fe. n He vy
hand a marriage under customary law 1s pptentla y pcgn
gamous, in which you can marry as many wives as fyou .
afford. The elite or the Western — oriented membgrs ods: no};
often go for marriage under the act. ACt.l;;ﬂ behaviour do
‘0 this idea of one man, one wite. ey '
COIIllfotrP:z :;c:[ond example, a girl is expected to be a v1rg;ln ur;ti
she is married, and the marriage is cpnsummated. Ip‘t' :itp. !
the couple were expected to sh-ow evidence of tflle Vit g; ! 231/8 ;
piece of white cloth was provided .for the couple t(c)1 u o .
bed-sheet. If the sheet was stained w1tb blood ( u ing
consummation) it was assumed that the br}de wasda }:22% t(;
The bridegroom would show the blood 'stamed l;e S s
the anxiously waiting relatives — the k')rlde and ;:r re -
then received warm greetings and praises from tf £ grobein
family, the former being presented \ylth mor‘e g ts or iVing
able to make further demands. The bride, apalt.ﬁom r.egfmemg
more presents, was accorded respect and dlgmfleq trea - her,
she had brought an important resource to the mal"f1age z;ln -
position or influence was well established. A bndel;v 0d s
not a virgin brought disgracg and contempt on herself an
people and her position was insecure.




100 Sociology: Concepts and Themes

In some instances, the ideal behavioural patterns may
‘define several acceptable means of meeting a given situation.

Kluckhorn (1941) has identified five categories of ideal
pattern namely:

Compulsory
The culture provides one acceptable pattern, although there

may be a number of different traditional solutions approved

for meeting certain situations. In the Nigeria culture, the

following ideal patterns prevail with respect to sex: polygyny,
monogamy and levirate.

Preferred _

Several ways of behaving are acceptable but one. is more
highly valued than the rest. In the example just given, on the
whole, it is evident that polygyny is a preferred ideal pattern.

Alternative
Several ways of behaving are acceptable and all have equal

value. Marriage, as previously indicated, may be contracted
under the customary law, or under the act.

Typical
Where one ideal pattern is simply the ideal most frequently
expressed without any implication that it is singled out as the

object of idealized preference. Monogamy is a typical ideal
pattern in Nigerian society.

Restricted

This is a situation where certain ways of behaving are
acceptable only for some members of a society. Some priests,
for example, the Yoruba Shango priests, are expected to plait
their hair and dress like women on ceremonial occasions.
Academicians are also expected to put on their academic
robes (gowns) on ceremonial occasions; Nigerian Obas and
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Chiefs are expected to dress differently from ordinary people
and behave with grace and dignity.

Explicit and Implicit Culture

The patterns of a culture are held together, or integrateq, in
terms of abstractions often referred to as themes, configu-
rations, drive or postulates. The patterns and themes t'hz.it
make up a culture range from an extreme type c.al_led explicit
or overt to the opposite extreme type called implicit or covgrt.
The explicit culture includes all those features of the .des1gn
for living of a group, which can be descFlbed to an outsider by
participants in the culture. Patterns, in general, belong to
explicit culture since they are regdﬂy abstr.acted from
behaviour and are more or less ea§1ly verbalized by the
participant. Explicit culture is comprised of culture content
re forms. ;
am’}‘gglt;attems of implicit culture on.the other hand, are
thematic principles, which the investlgator_ introduces to
explain connections between a wide range of items of cul.ture
content, which are not obvious in the yvorld of direct
observation. Participants in a culture often find those themes
difficult to verbalize since they operate very largely on the -
unconscious level. The distinction we have jugt made betw_een
overt and covert culture may be of little theoretlcal
significance. Nevertheless, it serves to call our attention to the
fact that much of our daily activity is controlled by patterns
and themes, although we may not be aware of them. As Oke,
(1984) puts it, this unconscious ‘nature of much of our
culturally governed behaviour has its own adyantage. .Ml:lCh
of the routine of daily living is performed w1th9ut thinking
about it at all. It is because normal human beings are so
thoroughly trained in the patterns of their culturg that. they are
free to devote their consciousness to new situations and

problems.
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However, this may have its own disadvantages. The more
thoroughly imbued we are with our native culture, the more
difficult it is to adapt to one that is new or strange, even when
there is a need for such adoption. It may also be difficult to
understand the behaviour of peoples whose cultures are
different from our own. In the world of today there is a need
for a balance, for intercultural understanding and appreciating

“of others whose ways of life are different from ours. After all,

our own view of the world cannot be held to be the ultimate
one.

Cultural relativity

We have just mentioned the need for tolerance of other
peoples’ culture as opposed to the tendency to condemn them
as backward, uncivilized and inhuman simply because they
are different from our own or because they seem undesirable
to most of us. The fact, however, is that customs can be
intelligently viewed only in their proper context, not in
isolation. The anthropologist’s conception of cultural

relativity fosters empathy and understanding and it requires
impartial observation.

Ethnocentrism

Anthropologists are extremely sensitive to the relativity of
cultural patterns and they attempt to appreciate the life styles
of other peoples on their own terms, avoiding ethnocentrism.
The assumption that is embedded in ethnocentrism is that the
way we do things is normal and that any other way of doing
things is immoral. An ethnocentric Nigerian, without seeking
the reason why, or trying to relate to other aspects of the Kru
or Kpelle culture of Liberia, condemns as immoral, even
abominable.

An ethnocentric person may be unable to recognize and
solve social problems in his own culture not to talk of solving
the problems in other cultures. An ethnocentric Yoruba may
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undergo some socialization before gettin_g' mgrrledki Sbucc}ll a:g
order involves a difficult physical tes:t, S}ijectl_ng the totythe
severe physical punishment, the quectlve bel‘ng to ﬂelzt .
man’s courage and endurance a}tnbutes — attributes s
regarded by the Fulani as essential fqr a man to be consi

- gtrlitrllsobcir:l(:rism prevents the und(_erstanding of hqman nlat:jlz
and promotion of human advancement because it pr?c (;Jther
critical appraisal of one’s own customs apd tht:)setour e
peoples. Becoming conscious of and analytical a ou % ks

custom is often a painful business, but we do it V\Z Cai
leaving and un_derstandingiother peoples customs. Bl
then begin to become conscious of the codes that nor y

hidden beneath our everyday behaviour.

Culture shock

In a situation of dramatic cultural contgct, let us say betwein
two destructive groups, individuals (1p both .g;()upiglr(;n;)j
experience a profound emotional .reactlon,'vxfhl.(i' artl mgke
logists call culture shock. Shock includes .mabl hlty tho o
sense of the behaviour of others or to pre.dl.ct what ey1e .
say or do. Most societies that have been joined by peqpnced
different origin, custom and background have e;(pe;le e
culture shock at one point or another. However, the s o; e
not necessarily prolonged as soon as the two gdroupsleraate
begun to observe each other’s way of life and tried to to

1t.

Culture and Personality |
Having discussed some importz;nt elerrtl(e)néi ;nﬂxlxéhi; 1;1;151;1;&}:1 11;

it is also necessary for us : :
?ei?wee:np clzfﬂltiri and the individual. Anthr.opologlsts‘ hzg;c(
generally attributed the formation of persopahjty to“a comp,cmd
interaction between an individugl’s geqetlc mhentanceth :
his life experiences. Community integration and the grow
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mutually meaningful identities are created out of the

idiosyncrasies of the numerous indjv;

an in built flexibility or tolerance which allows fo
uniqueness or personal identity. e
| In other words, each individual organizes his behavio
the basis of socially provided and shared motivesc Cu;ltr 0?
;/Sll)gleeft.may or mally not sanction the expressjon‘ of lellizrllq
subjective, personal and idiosyncratic moti . :
Ilfg,c-hz?duals are creative enough to find out;le:s g1,n fii;";: l(l:]tilt?i:
rverse personal desires. Thus : '
man is (a) like all other men, (b)]?isléevzglss L(])11(]]1:1a ly 'tha% o
like no o.thcr man (Kluckhohn and Murra 1322"5‘!’?(1 .
human beings we share some features of pc}:/quon'l ',i:) A9
Universal aspects of human biology determine lthe;l lzc"c'nt*ny.
by !he physical environment we inhabit and by th f Cd“j"CS,
SOCIO—.CL.lllUI‘a] environment and membership i
”Indlwduqls have always maintained lhe.ir personal id
tities. Despite cultural demands or cultura] ixanI“:ltivi' | IC?_
have always found outlets for their personal (h b»s‘, ar
.dev'elvopmcnt. Let us identify some of th;z as C.)PCSV a'nd
individual identity and discuss how they fit tooeiff)eex‘ClS ke
g :

Ego Identity

;FhlS. is referred’ to as an individual’s private identity. It
tgmst; _.O[ one’s subjective sense of personal contim'lit
; roug u'm('a and some awareness of one’s own charz 4
IC l;;lcs'.t This dldentity requires a complex, cognitive peri?;ttlillﬁl—
dpacily and a memory to provide continuit 1;

rience. Some of the modern - s T
ident?tie?s but their incapacit); ?oor;phel;?i)nr I:/ISI]\E/I?S }llave o
has limited their utilization of these identities Thi: e e
unable to communicate their subjective expel'rience i Ny
another or to their offspring, as we humans are ablse tt(z) (lele

duals of that com i
. : : : munity.
Each society, however, has certain cultural imperatives witbl/]
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This is one major feature that distinguishes the human from
non-human primates.

Social Identity

This aspect reflects the position of an individual in a
community or a society. This involves a person’s social roles,
status, position or identification in the community. These
features enter into the individual cognition and memories,
thus he perceives himself accordingly. In this sense, he has
both ego subjective and public collective aspects. Oke (1984)
suggests that social identity often consists of others’
expectations of a person and that these images enter into the
private experience of the subject as a result of communication
with others. Sometimes a person has a difficult time main-
taining a constituent, or coherent image of himself without
this communication from others, but this negative image may
change as the judgements of others concerning him reach him.

Psychosocial Identity

This, according to Erikson (1968:61), is simultaneously
subjective and objective, individual and social. The subjective
aspect of it implies more emotion than is involved in social
identity. It is an act of finally becoming oneself or getting it
together. The experience may be only half-conscious or even
unconscious and it may be only temporary. Erikson suggests
that psychosocial identity is a developmental maturational
process. He observes, after adolescence when the grown-up
body grows together, when matured sexuality seeks partners,
and when the fully developed mind begins to envisage
historical perspective and seeks new loyalties, all develop-
ments must fuse with each other in a new sense of sameness
and continuity. It is apparent however, that many people may
never attain the quality of identity experience because their
cultural settings may not offer an opportunity for such a
degree of person and social integration.
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We shall mention some other minor aspects of identity
processes, which essentially supplement the three types we
have just discussed. A self-concept, for instance, is- the
individual consciousness of his appearance, strength, beauty
and capabilities. It is generally compared with the views that
others have of this person and his qualities. A model identity
(e.g. ideal) is an individual’s private view of the ideal person
he might become. It is the standard against which an
individual can measure himself. Elements of stigmatized
identities are often found in the unconscious world of an
individual. Identity confusion is characterized by a state of
acute emotional and intellectual impairment. This is often
associated with prolonged, unusually painful life experience
such as repeated victimization, deprivation, war or imprison-
ment.

Culture and Man’s Freedom

We have introduced the elements of human culture, consi-
dered cultures complexity, and examined several approaches
to cultural analysis. Now we turn to how culture affects man.

Does culture enhance or inhibit our capacity to think critically
and to make choices?

Culture as Constraint

Over the long course of human evolution culture became our
strategy for survival. But though we can hardly live without it,
culture does have some negative consequences. By expe-
riencing the world through symbols and meaning, we bécome
detached, susceptible to the experience of alienation unknown
to other life forms. Further, established cultural systems
sometimes impose a form of social inertia on our lives,
driving us to relive troubling patterns from the past. Extensive
social inequality is supported by American culture, by which
some enjoy great privilege, while others struggle simply to get
by. Women of all social classes have often felt powerless in
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(he face of cultural patterns that reflect the dommange of m;?d
Our emphasis on personal freedom a.ffords us prlvacyrt -
autonomy yet our culture often denies us the suppoIC .
human community in which to share the prol?lems 1o -
(Slater, 1976, Bellah, et. al., 19.86)._Thus, while cuftﬁrfe ”
vital to humans as biological instinct in other forms of lite,

poses special problem for us.

Culture as Freedom |
Human beings may appear to be 'prisoners of culturle, glust ii
other animals are prisoners of blo}ogy. But carefu.ﬁ' ougOf
about the ideas suggests a crucial dlff(f,rence. Over mi 1E>1ns11
years of human evolution, the unfolding of culture? %ra uiloz
took our species from a world shaped largely by biology

i hape for ourselves. ' .
WO’}ll?er\ﬁosre, Izllthough culture seems at timc?s to c1rcumscr1b231
our lives, it embodies the human capacity for hopiz ay;n
creative choice. The evidence that suppprts 'th1s c.onc:'u51ur
lies all around us. Fascinating cultu'ral d}versny exists 13 (t)he
own society, and even greater v.arlety is fpund arohun -
world. Furthermore, far from _statlf:, culture 1s §v§r c angltufe.
And although it sometimes functions as constraints, tcu L,
also presents a continuous source of human opportulm y. o
more we discover about the operat}on of our culture,
greater our ability to use the freedom it offers.

The Theoretical Analysis of Culture

Culture allows us to understand ourselyes, and the whor\llc;
around us. Sociologists and anthropologists, howe;lzer, tiacal
the special task of understanding cu.lture. Severaldt etoafsding
approaches are essential in the special fca;k of un er.st iy
culture. The structural functional analysis sees 'socczllet y =
relatively stable system of integrated parts devise ' toin =
human needs. Thus, various cultural tr_al'ts help to main. a He
overall operation of society. The stability of cultural sys
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is rooted in core values. In this way, structural functionalism
draws in the philosophical doctrine of idealism, the assertion
thgt ideas are the basis of human reality. Experienced in a
wide range of everyday activities, core values serve to bind
range of everyday_ activities. In other words, core values serve
to bind all members of a society together.

' The social conflict paradigm views culture in a very
dlfferept light. To social conflict theorists, culture forms a
dynarmc arena of conflict generated by social inequality. This
paradigm draws attention to the ways in which cultural traits
serve the needs of some members of society at the expense of
others. Social conflict analysis critically questions why certain
values dominate in a society. What forces generate one set of
values rather than another? Who benefits from these society
arrz.mgc.mcnts? Many, using this paradigm especially socio-
logists m.F luenced by Karl Marx, argue that values are shaped
by a §0010ty’s system of economic production, it is not the
consciousness of men that determines their existence. Marx
assertgcl that it is their social existence that determines their
consciousness (Marx, [977:4 orig. 1859).

The thu‘_d theoretical paradi gm is derived from ecology, the
Qal;ural science that delves into the relationship between a
living organism and its environment. Cultural ecology
amounts (0 a theoretical paradigm that explores the relation-
sh1p between human culture and the physical environment.
This paradigm investigates how climate and the availability of
food, water and other natural resources shape cultural
patterns. Cultural ecology expands our understanding of
cul.ture by highlighting its inter-play with the environment.
This approach reveals how cultural patterns arise among
human beings in response to particular natural conditions.
However, this paradigm has several limitations. First, we can
only rarely draw simple or direct connections between the
environment and culture, because cultural and physical forces
Interact in subtle and complex ways. The approach equally
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has less application to technologically sophisticated societies
that extensively manipulate the natural world.

Conclusion

From the foregoing, it can be seen that culture refers to
patterned ways of human life. Although several species have
simple forms of culture, only human beings rely on culture for
survival. Culture emerged over the long course of human
evolution as the brain gradually enlarged. Basic elements of
culture appeared some two million years ago. The complex
culture that we call civilization emerged during the last
12,000 years. Through symbols, which are the basis of
culture, we attach meaning to objects and action. Language is
the symbolic means with which we transmit culture from
generation to generation.

Consequently, culture involves not only common patterns
but social diversity. Subcultures are distinctive cultural forms
that characterize each segment of society. Counter cultures
arc strongly at odds with widely accepted cultural pattern.
Multiculturalism refers to efforts to enhance awareness and
appreciation of cultural diversity. Having learned the
standards of one culture, we often evaluate other cultures
ethnocentrically. The alternative to ethnocentrism, called
cultural relativism, means judging different cultures according
to their own standards. The structural functional paradigm
views culture as a relatively stable system built on core
values. Specific cultural traits are understood in terms of their
function in maintaining the entire cultural system. The social-
conflict paradigm envisions cultural system as dynamic
arenas of social inequality and conflict. Cultural patterns
typically benefit some categories of people more than others.

Finally, culture is never static as invention, discovery and
diffusion, generate cultural change. Not all parts of a cultural
system change at the same rate. The consequence of this is
what we call cultural lag.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Man and Technology

R.A. OLAOYE

Introduction

Technology which is a term traceable to the Greek word,
technology “art/craft” refers to thé means or activity by which
man seeks to change or master his environment (Oguremi,
1989: 3-5). It is the total means employed by a people to
provide materials essential to human existence and comfort
through the acquisition of a technical method to achieve a
practical purpose. , ‘

In the context of the brief definition stated above, it must be
clear that technology is not a native of any society. Rather
every society of the world possesses technology, which exists
in one form or another. This is because people live in diverse
environments whose challenges are tackled by the skill and
techniques, which are peculiar to such environments. In this
regard, technology has both universal and environmental
concepts.

The purpose of this work is to examine the relationship
between man and technology. In doing this, attention will be
drawn to the early history of man and technology. Next, the
progress, which has been recorded by man overtime, will be
highlighted. We then conclude with a brief review of the
points raised in the work.
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