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      			 Abstract
Proliferation of Churches has continued to become a challenging phenomenon in Nigeria. This is because, hardly would one pass through any major streets in Nigeria today, without finding churches established close to one another. This has been a challenging reality to the Nigerian society, as people conceive diverse views on the activities of these churches. To some, establishment of churches is a good development to the society as it helps to curb the social vices in the community. While others believe that many of these churches are fast becoming nuisances to the society.  The society does not seem to accept the activities of some of these churches, many of them either fellowship in warehouses, classrooms, shops and other structures like uncompleted buildings and the residences of their founders, with few members.
The aim of this paper was to examine the effects of these Churches on Christianity in Nigeria, while its objectives were to assess the activities of these churches and analyzed some of the effects on Christianity in Nigeria. It also interrogated some of the features of these churches. The paper adopted historical and empirical methods; primary sources like interviews were also used to enable us have adequate information on the views of people in order to determine the strength and weakness of these churches. Some of the findings of this paper showed that Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) could do little or nothing to checkmate the activities and excessiveness of these churches. The paper concluded by suggesting that these churches be checkmate to prevent them from becoming another form of societal vices instead of being a tool of societal development in Nigeria.
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Introduction
Planting of churches close to each other has been a phenomenon in Nigeria. Hardly would one get to cities without finding such at every major street, and even in remote villages also have their experience of churches springing up in an alarming rate. Different churches being established closely, with different names. This can be termed as proliferation of churches. They are mostly found in classrooms, warehouses, shops and residential buildings either completed or uncompleted structures. Proliferation of churches has been one of the issues affecting Christianity in our contemporary life. There is no city where such signs are not observed. At times, one can come across churches established in a structure, and even count up to ten or more of such churches within the same environment. With each of them mounting public addressing systems and powerful electronic gadgets and running their services simultaneously.
	This phenomenal had become a sort of concern to Christian bodies like Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN) and others. As a result of the activities of these churches among other Christian denominations and to the society at large. While some of these churches participate in the activities of these churches among other Christian denominations and to the society at large. While some of these churches participate in the activities of CAN, and are members of church groups, others do not affiliate themselves with any mission. At times the activities of these churches caused ridicule to other Christian bodies and are always place them at loggerhead with the law of the land.
 As a result of the activities of these churches that include their establishment and organization, the society only term to be a challenge as they were termed to be the outcome of a failed system. The sudden rise in the planting of churches, that has been taking place at every nook and cranny of Nigeria, create worries for people because of the negative effects that the people felt they have. That is not to totally condemn the rise of churches in the society but the activities of some of this churches to the society. Some of these churches have contributed positively to the development of their host communities such as participating in communal developmental activities such as environmental sanitation, construction of road and other developmental works. On the other hand, some are not helping the society.
	It is the outcome of these issues that, this paper tends to examine the activities of these churches by trying to answer the following questions: What are causes of Proliferation of Churches? How have they impacted the Society and Christianity in Nigeria? What were the features of Proliferated Churches? What are the views of Christian leaders on Proliferation of Churches? How can this menace be controlled in our society? What are their effects on Christianity in Nigeria?
Causes of Proliferation of Churches
The word proliferation, according to Oxford Advanced Dictionary means “to produce rapidly or multiply”.1 Rapid growth and multiplication of churches is proliferation. In Christianity, proliferation of Churches means a surge or rapid establishment of churches. This phenomenon dated back to the mid seventies seventeen which according to Afe Babalola,
Was as a result of collapse in the economy of Nigeria, due to the oil bleak that followed the bloom of the 70’s. This made many people to be retrenched in their places of work. Some who could manage to get another job, were able to secure; while those who were unable to secure jobs resorted to establishment of churches as means of livelihood.2
To me, Babalola might have given us one of the principal aims of founding church, since he traced the origin of this phenomenal to the seventies. He was tactically saying that as a result of rise in the number of unemployed Nigerians, establishment of churches could be used as a means of making ends to meet and fending for the family. His position was partially correct but not total in the sense that, not all retrenched workers took such steps. Some of them returned to farming, while some of them secured other legitimate means of livelihood. These sacked workers do not share the same religious beliefs, therefore, planting of churches might not be considered by others. 
	It was a common knowledge that Nigerian economy nosedived in the seventies after the mismanagement of the proceeds from oil exploration and exportation. It was as a result of mismanagement which made the economy of Nigeria to collapse, leading to mass retrenchment of workforce. Aside from mass retrenchment of the work force, the ratio of unemployed people in Nigeria is skyrocketing daily. Babatunde Fafunwa, a former Nigerian Minister of Education (1990-1993), once lamented that Nigeria is rolling out millions of unemployed graduates annually, with no hope of remedying the problem.3 Bisola Ayorinde – Raji, an entrepreneur also buttressed this at the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) Orientation Camp, Yikpata, Kwara State in 2013, when she advised the corps members to make adequate use of entrepreneurship training given to them at the camp, as there was no job outside there.4 These unemployed youths and graduates also have the zeal to fend for themselves by trying to source for alternative ways of making ends meet.  
Another cause of proliferation of churches is unsettled personal scores among church leaders. For instance, in Christ Apostolic Church (C.A.C.), between 1991 and 2014, there was a serious crisis among her leaders; efforts to resolve this crisis failed, this lead to exodus of some leaders of the church to establish their own mission.5 This lead to the founding of various churches by the aggrieved factions such as C.A.C. WOSEM (World Soul-Winning Evangelistic Ministry) led by Prophet T.O. Obadare, Go Ye Ministry led by Evangelist T.A. Iyanda and hosts of others. Some breakaway parishes also sprang up that did append C.A.C to their names.  Unresolved issues among leaders and members of their congregation can also lead to the splinter group establishing churches. Adewole quipped that, some of the churches being established today are products of misunderstandings among church leaders; and since forgiveness is no more in our practices, the erring group may decide to establish their own church, fashioned after their own ways of life.6 He quickly added that church thrives in misunderstanding.7 Which means that in some cases one can conclude that the growth and expansion of churches are caused by misunderstanding or schism.
	The third cause of proliferation of Churches, is pride and personal ego. Some of the leaders of these churches must have been fall-away at some other people ministries; who decided to establish their own church in order to avoid disciplinary action against them for act of misconduct in their early church. Instead of allowing the superior officer to mentor them and give them adequate check on their misbehavior, they either decide to plant a church in order to counter their earlier church. This also played tangible roles in the establishment of churches; instead of allowing a considerable space among those planted churches, they preferred to have them close to each other, while trying to flaunt various ‘gifts’ and orations prowess. This had lead to unhealthy competition and rivalries among church leaders. Asake, the immediate past National Secretary of CAN, confirmed that misunderstanding and competition among church leaders who planted churches near each other had been part of the problems facing each local branch of CAN.8
	Again, another cause of proliferation of churches is materialism. One is not surprised that some of the so-called planters of Churches today only decided to have churches in order to make money. People still working in the secular outfit founding churches and employing pastors, evangelists and other church workers on salary basis. These workers would remit any proceeds like offerings, tithes and other monies to the founder of the church. And when such arrangement failed and the owner had to close the church up because the returns coming in was low to his expectation, while the worker had to move members of the congregation to another location. I was with Pastor Tope Adewole, who was the General Secretary of Ilorin City CAN (1998-2006), when a related matter was brought to him for intervention. He only counselled the warring groups to allow peace to reign, after rebuking them of the implication of their action on Christianity. At the end, the ‘hirer’ decided to ‘take over’, while the ‘hired’ decided to move to another area with his ‘converts and followers’.
Materialism contributes a lot to the purpose of establishing churches around; at times members of congregation in some cases are less than twenty in number; while other churches may have large members of congregation, but the purpose of founding such churches was to become rich and live in affluence. Ojo while accessing the lackadaisical attitude of some church leaders to the welfare of their members noted that a pastor, who could flaunt an ordinary wallet he bought at $1,200 might have members who could not fend for themselves and will still collect offering from such members.9 Bamidele on his part added that the love of money and material gains had made people to rush into Church Ministry.10
In addition, absence of monitoring body to checkmate the establishment of churches, is also a major factor in the issue of proliferation of churches in Nigeria. This was due to the secularity status of Nigeria and lack of political will to enforce it. Except in some cases and states, where there are legislations on where religious activities can be observed, there seems to be no legislation on where places of worship and their location should be. If such legislation had been made and enforced, it would go a long way. But people had under the secularity status of Nigeria and freedom of worship enshrined in the constitution of perpetuate illegality.10 CAN, the umbrella body of Christian Churches in Nigeria is also helpless on this, as it was not empowered by the law of the country to regulate the activities of churches which include their establishments. Its constitution also gives autonomy to each church and made membership a voluntary act.11 If CAN is empowered to regulate the activities of churches, it could have set standard for church establishment, but, it rather serves as a unifying agent, bringing members together in other to create a united church.

The Features of Proliferated Churches
	Unlike mainline and evangelical churches, proliferated churches were said to be predominant among the Pentecostal and African Indigenous Churches. This is simply because most of the founders of these churches do not belong to any of the church blocs that constitute CAN. They claimed to be members of the Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria, but they do not even registered with the fellowship. Establishment of Churches in Nigeria is free entry and free exit. African Indigenous Churches (A.I.Cs), seems to be affected by proliferation of churches, as churches are planted at will without tangible monitoring and regulation. Ojo opined that,
Proliferation of churches is rampant among the Pentecostal Churches; but the most hit of this are the African Indigenous Churches, which comprises of independent founders of Church, who served as the founders, General Overseers, Primates and as well as the treasurers of the Church.12
Taking a critical study of Church Planting, mainline and evangelical churches cannot just be established without the inputs of the headquarters of those missions even at the assembly level; but in the case of AICs and Pentecostal Churches, such were not the case. The mainline churches post clergymen to their parishes, unlike the AICs and some Pentecostal churches.
	Another feature of proliferated churches is their locations. These churches are located at close ranges and in most cases in rented apartments, classrooms, uncompleted buildings, warehouses and buses. There are times, when some of these churches hold their services or fellowship in isolated buildings, classrooms.13For instance, at St. John Primary School Sango Ilorin, all the classrooms have been occupied by various churches that run their services simultaneously. There are about eight classrooms in the school and they were all occupied and used as churches; some of the churches operate like prayer groups.
	Most of these churches do not have an organized hierarchical order, the founder of the church remains the alpha and omega of the church; he determines what to do, what to spend and how to spend, as he doubles as the spiritual head and treasurer. In some cases, members of their immediate families manned all the positions in the church. They are family-controlled churches, and these shut non-family members out of the affairs and decision makers of the church. Absolute powers and control of the churches are vested unto the founders and their family members.

Effects of Proliferation of Churches on Christianity
As earlier stated, planting of churches at certain locations without considering the closeness of these places of worship to each other, has various effects on the society as well as on CAN, the umbrella body of Christian churches in Nigeria. There are negative effects of this phenomena in Nigeria. Let us examine the effects of Proliferation of Churches to the Christian body in Nigeria.
	Firstly, Proliferation of Churches has caused increase in the number of schism and misunderstandings among Christians. Due to the factors surrounding the establishment of these churches, competitions and rivalries had been on the increase, as each of these churches tried to outsmart and outplay others, for them to have large number of followers and improve their financial base. As a result of this, CAN, the umbrella body of Christian Churches had to wade into various issues among these churches for them to make truce among leaders of these churches. Adewole narrated a scenario, when some pastors had to be invited by Ilorin City CAN so as to mediate among them, as their rifts became so messy; as a result of the nearness of their places of worship (church). They accused each other of trying to snatch members of their congregation. This had caused misunderstanding and disunity among Christian fold.14
	Secondly, as a result of the locations of these churches, it became difficult for them to be traced or accessed, whenever there was need for them to be contacted. I encountered this problem in 2012, when I was on a special assignment of the Bible Society of Nigeria, Fate/Tanke/GRA auxiliary. I was to go on a mobilization programme of member churches of the Auxiliary at Tanke, it took me three Sundays to locate some of these churches and their places of worship, as some of them only worshipped in the sitting rooms of the founders. It was then I discovered that, in my previous visitations I had strayed away from the location of these churches. Members of the team also confessed that they were not aware of the existence of churches in the area.15This made it difficult for necessary information to be passed to these churches and this made some of them to be inactive when it comes to joint activities of other Christian churches or groups like CAN and BSN.
	Thirdly, most of their leaders do not have sound theological training before establishing churches. To this end, they only engaged the inquisitiveness of their members and this gave them heresies and adulterated messages, thus misleading their followers. Such was the case with Reverend King in Lagos, who turned himself to a demi-god until the long arms of the State caught up with him.16 These churches only tried to create situations whereby through their teachings caused confusion among their members, who out of curiosity cleaved to anything given to them. 
	Fourthly, most of these churches were not members of CAN or BSN, but whenever they erred, CAN is held responsible for their actions. A church leader was arrested in Ilorin for exhuming corpses in cemeteries; the case was referred to CAN while the church was not even a member of CAN. As a result of their failure to become members of CAN, it became difficult for CAN to monitor their activities. According to Asake,
These churches springing up here and there are not helping our Association (CAN), you cannot even trace some of them. They do not participate in our programmes. But when there is any opportunity or favour and even intimidation from the public, they would want us to help them; after which they deserted in again. Some of them were lawless in their activities and they wanted CAN to cover them up, when they were not even registered members.17
This lamentation by Asake, the former Secretary of CAN, shoed the problems these churches caused the Christian body.
	Christian fold had divergent views about Churches, for instances, Bamidele opined that most of the churches tend to shy away from the truth of the gospel, by preaching heresies, in order for them to gain acceptability from the society. And also called for total overhaul of the Christian churches, so that the wheat can be separated from the weeds.18
	On his own, Famuyide stressed that there was nothing bad and evil, in having churches all over the place as long as they stand firm and do the right things in the society. Right things which include rendering help to the less privileged in the society, participation in community based projects, fighting against corruption and other good things that the Bible called virtues.19
	Opoola, disagreed with those who complained of Proliferation of Churches, he surmised that, churches were not even enough, as more should be established to fulfill the great commission of Jesus, asking his disciples to make more disciples among people.20 Bamidele quipped that what is the essence of churches that we have, that had no positive impacts on Nigerians, where church leaders became rich smiling to the bank everyday while their members live in abject poverty.21 This had also increased the crime rate in Nigeria.
	Bakare, also condemned the activities of these churches and their leaders, stressing that most of the churches also caused rifts among church organization like CAN as they always refused to interact with other churches, in order not to be monitored.22 Jolayemi, on his part wondered why there cannot be a monitoring group that would regulate establishment of churches in Nigeria, as he condemned the acts of most of these churches. He alluded that some of these churches were not even registered with the government; hence, they took laws into their hands and acted contrary to the law of the land.23 
	One can agree with the views of these people that the issue of proliferation of churches, although for the progress of the gospel, if genuinely done, but with the situation of what we have in Nigeria today, not all of them were planted for the sake of the propagation of the gospel but for material gains. This made it difficult for its leaders to submit themselves to constituted authorities, through their actions. Planting of churches is not bad but should be regulated and moderated by Christian Association of Nigeria, instead of the State agencies.


Conclusion
This paper examined the effects of Proliferation of Churches to Christianity in Nigeria, and postulated that while it is a welcome development to plant churches but due process should be followed and should also be decorum in the activities of these churches, so that the society would not perceive them as part of the social vices. Their activities should be within the ambit of Christian ethics.


Notes and References
1. “Proliferation of Churches, a Menace” – Afe Babalola Sunday Tribune, 25 March, 2014. 34.
2. Nigerian Education System and her Future, a Public Lecture presented at the University of Lagos in 1992. 
3. Bisola Ayorinde – Raji is an entrepreneur based in Lagos, she was invited as one of resource persons by the Kwara State Branch of National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) in its 2013 Orientation Camp for Corps Members.
4. J.O. Alokan, Christ Apostolic Church at Seventy: The History of Apostolic Activities in Nigeria, (Agege: C.A.C. Printing Press, 2001), 89-93. See also “Judge Delivers God’s Verdict on C.A.C. Crisis.” E.H.L. Olusheye in Christ Apostolic Church Magazine, Vol.42, No 1, June 2011, 4-7, 11-16.
5. Tope Adewole, 63, Former Secretary of Ilorin City CAN, the interview was conducted on Sunday, 24th May, 2015 in his residence at 8:30pm.
6. Tope Adewole, Oral interview.
7. Musa Asake, 68, Former General Secretary of CAN, who died in 2018. He granted on 17th January, 2017 at the National Ecumenical Centre, Abuja.
8. Nigerian men in Cassock – M.O. Ojo – Sunday Tribune, 24th May, 2015. 12
9. S.O. Jokotoye, 48, District Superintendent, C.A.C. Oke-Irapada, Basin District, Ilorin, the interview was conducted on 23rd December, 2017 at the church premises Basin Road, Ilorin.
10. 1999 Constitution (as amended), Section 10.
11. CAN Constitution (2004), Article Seven. 5.
12. “Let’s talk about the Nigerian Church” – Fola Ojo, The Punch Newspaper, Friday, March 28, 2014. 23.
13. Benjamin C.D. Diara and N.G. Onah, “The Phenomenal Growth of Pentecostalism in the Contemporary Nigerian Society: A Challenge to Mainline Churches”. Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences, Vol. 5, No. 6, April 2014, 399 – 402.
14. Tope Adewole, Oral Interview.
15. Bible Society of Nigeria (BSN) is a sister association of CAN, although people did not know the differences between the two, BSN oversees the publishing and distribution of Bible in various Nigerian languages.
16. “Appeal Court affirms death sentence on Rev. King” Vanguard Newspaper of 2nd February, 2013. 2.
17. Musa Asake, Oral Interview.
18. E.O. Bamidele, 48, is the District Superintendent of C.A.C. Oke-Ayo, Ilupeju, Lagos. The interview took place on 22nd July, 2019.
19. E.S. Famuyide, Member of Educational Committee of C.A.C. in one of his teachings titled “The Essence of Family on Church Development” at C.A.C. Sunday School Rally at  Ikeji-Arakeji, Osun State on 13th March, 2015.
20. T.O. Opoola, 66, Immediate Past Chairman of CAN, Kwara State Branch, the interview took place on 27th March, 2015.
21. E.O. Bamidele, Oral Interview.
22. Bishop David A. Bakare, 64, was the Chairman of the Northwest CAN, the interview took place on 2nd February, 2018.
23. E.A.T. Jolayemi, 67, Engineer and Pastor, the interview took place on 18th June, 2019.



2

