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THE PHENOMENAL EFFICACY OF SACRED MOUNTAIN SPIRITUALITY IN NORTH-CENTRAL NIGERIA AND CHINA:
A COMPARATIVE APPROACH
Introduction 

For a proper understanding of this research, the physical geography of the emirate becomes very important. Ilorin is the capital city of Kwara-State in North-Central Nigeria. As of 2007, it had a population of 847,582, making it the 13th largest city in Nigeria by population. The Ilorin Emirate is a traditional territory based in the city of Ilorin in Kwara-State, Nigeria. It is considered to be one of the Bansa Bakwai or copycats of Hausa Kingdoms. (https://en.m.wikipediaorg/wiki/Ilorin, Retrieved on 21st August 2015). Ilorin was founded by the Yoruba, one of the three largest ethnic groups in Nigeria in I450. It became a provincial military headquarters of the Ancient Oyo Empire. It later became a Northern Nigeria Protectorate when Shehu Alimi, a descendant of Shehu Usman Dan-Fodio, took control of the city through the spread of Islamic Religion. The capital was occupied by the Royal Niger Company in 1897 and its land incorporated into British colony of Northern Nigeria in 1900, although the empire continued to perform ceremonial functions. (https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilorin, Retrieved on 21st August 2015).  There are sixteen local government areas that made-up Ilorin Emirates today and they formed the gateway between the Northern and Southern states of Nigeria. Udo gave further details on the issue when he says that, “a substantial part of the Emirate is on the grass plain with undulating landscapes and dissected uplands” (Udo, 1970:100-115).  Ilorin metropolis is located on latitude 80301 North and longitude 40341 East. Its magnitude built up area now is about 9.37-kilometre square (Udo, 1970:6).
Citizenry Composition and Cultural Constituents of Ilorin Metropolis

The Ilorin Metropolis is a conﬂuence of cultures, populated by the Yoruba, Hausa, Fulani, Nupe, Baruba, other Nigerians and foreign nationals. There are very signiﬁcant Christian and Muslim populations. Many ceremonial activities, mostly with religious aspects, take place in the city throughout the years. At the start of the 19th century, Ilorin was a border town in _____________
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the northeast of the Oyo Empire, with mainly Yoruba population but with many Hausa and Fulani immigrants. It was the headquarters of an Oyo General, Afonja (Baale of Ilorin, who also held the title of Are Ona Kakanfo of the Oyo Empire), who rebelled against the Empire and helped bring about its collapse with the assistance of the Fulani. (“Ilorin” in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11"ed. 1911, Retrieved on 19-08-15). The rebellion was powered by Nupe and Borno Muslim slaves. (Lovejoy, 2004:55) Afonja had been assisted by Salih Jata, also called Shehu Alimi, a leader of the local Fulani. In 1824, Afonja was assassinated and Alimi’s son Abdusalami became Emir (O’Fahey, 1995:40). Ilorin then became an emirate of the Sokoto Caliphate. (“Ilorin”. Encyclopaedia Britannica, (retrieved on 20th August 2015). For some time Ilorin was a major centre of slave trade. In the past, slaves had mainly been sent North across the Sahara, but now they were sent south via the Yoruba lands to the coast to supply demands from the USA, the West Indies, and Brazil. Slaves were taken from the Igbo lands to the East and from conquered Yoruba towns, as well as from areas further to the North, and were traded for clothes and other goods. Ilorin continued to expand southwards until it was checked in the 1830’s by the growing power of Ibadan, an Oyo successor state. The Ilorin cavalry were ineffective in the jungle to the South, and by the 1850’s Ibadan had access to guns from European traders on the coast (Lovejoy, 2004:55). The capital was occupied by the Royal Niger Company in I897 and the lands incorporated into the British colony of the Northern Nigeria in 1900, although the Emirate continued to perform ceremonial functions (Lovejoy, 2004:55). The city also present a range of tourist attractions such as the imposing Sobi hills, said to have offered protection to natives during inter-tribal wars in ancient times. The Okuta Ilorin is located in Asaju’s compound, Idi-Ape Quarters. It is the stone on which Ojo Isekuse, one of the founders of the city, used to sharpen his metal tools. It was actually called “Okuta ilo irin” (meaning stone for sharpening metals), and Ilorin is said to have derived its name from there. The stone was a deiﬁed object of worship and received sacriﬁce offerings in the past. Pottery is big business in Ilorin. The city boasts the biggest traditional pottery workshop in Nigeria. They are located in Dada area of Okelele, Elute in Oju Ekun, Okekura, Oloje, Abe Emi and Ira Merin. (“Ilorin” in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11” ‘ed. 1911, Retrieved on 19th August 2015). Also thriving is the traditional textile industry. In various parts of the city, Aso-Oke, the wonderful textiles hand-woven on simple looms are made in large quantities. Aso-Oke is patronized by traders and fashion designers from Kwara-State, other parts of Nigeria and beyond. 

Religious Atmosphere of Ilorin

There are three major religions in the country namely: African Traditional Religion, Islam and Christianity. It is necessary to mention at this juncture that African Traditional Religion was the indigenous religion of the people. The concept of God was found among the people before the introduction of Christianity and Islam. Idowu posit that “the real keynote of the life of the people is neither in their noble ancestry nor in the past deeds of the Heroes. The keynote of their life is their religion (Idowu, 1996:5).  In all things they are religious. Hence, ever before the advent of Christianity in the Emirate, the inhabitants are very religious. Every aspect of their lives is regulated by religion. They openly believe in the Supreme Being called Olodumare, who is over and above all other deities both in power, honour and majesty.

With this strong believe in Olodumare as the Creator, Omnipotent, Immortal, Transcendent and Unique Being, the people of the empire approach Him through African Religion led by Afonja. Thus, prior to the inception of Islam and Christianity, African Traditional Religion, especially Egungun Festival was very prominent to the extent that when eventually Islam was introduced into the town, Jimoh recorded that “the pagan followers of Afonja became apprehensive and intolerant of the alarming inﬂux of Muslims into the town” (Idowu, 1996:140). Similarly the Muslims too having consolidated themselves became unaccommodating and irritated by the heinous aspects of the pagan customs. The unhealthy relationship went out of control, especially during an Egungun Festival when the Masquerade was de-robed by a Muslim, “an unpardonable affront on the sanctity of the Egungun” (Jimoh, 1994:55). A boy was said to have provoked the Egungun who in turn pursued him to the Muslim residence. This entry of the Masquerade was regarded as an abomination. This strife and hostility came with terrible damages on lives and properties, eventually leading to the demise of Afonja. Since then the Emirate was transformed from pseudo-paganism into a sort Of Islamic lighthouse, “a local Mecca” to which the Yoruba Muslims turned for study and guidance (Jimoh, 1994:56).
After the death of Afonja, Shehu Alimi began to propagate Islam in and around the Emirate. The paramount of Ilorin as a fountain of Islamic scholarship in Nigeria, with particular reference to the growth and spread of Islam in the Southern part of Nigeria is internationally acknowledged (Gbadamosi, 1978: 10).
Expansion and General Response to Christianity in Ilorin

Despite the many challenges, Christianity over the years has managed to thrive amidst all odds. Among the developments witnessed was the birth and growth of Orthodox Churches such as (Anglican Communion, Methodist, Baptist and Catholic Churches), (Danmole, 1985: 23), African Independent Churches such as (Celestial Church of Christ, Christ Apostolic Church etc.) and a New Religious Movement Churches such as (Coza, Rhema, and The Potters Porch among others) in Ilorin Metropolis. From the period Christianity became ﬁrmly rooted in Nigeria, the birth and growth of African Independent Churches have been on the increase, especially at present. These are Churches established in Africa by Africans for Africans, partly to show their ability to stand irrespective of European rule or Leadership. The desire to establish an Africanized and purer form of worship and to reform existing Mission Protestant Christianity and make it more relevant to the needs of the daily African life. (Most of them split away from or spring up in relative independence of the older mission churches. They are called series of names such as Separatists, Ethiopian, Zionists, Spiritual, Prophetic movements, Praying Churches, Pentecostal Churches and Messianic (Danmole, 1989:24).
In the words of Peter, the development of the African Independent Churches has reached greater dimension in the history of Christian Church, especially in African Christianity. These churches, he further opined have been founded by separation from parent churches, missions or independent Churches and in a few cases, under the initiative of a dynamic leader. In Ilorin Emirate, Churches under this category includes:

· Christ Apostolic Church (C.A.C)

· Cherubim and Seraphim Church (C and S)

· Church of the Lord (Aladura)

· The Celestial Church of Christ (CCC) among others.

Aiyegboyin and Ishola further argue concerning these Churches that “they were founded in Africa by Africans and primarily for Africans”. (http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilorin., Retrieved on 19th August 2015). The response of the indigenes of Ilorin to Christianity was mostly that of hostility, mistrust and suspicion at the early stage which is common to most societies. The Muslim citizens used all available avenues to prevent the growth of Churches in Ilorin town, but they did not totally succeed in preventing the Churches from growing. What is more interesting is that the Missionaries in addition to the establishment of Churches, also brought with them western education and health care services by putting up schools, health clinics, and hospitals. Concerning this initiative by the Missionaries, Akangbe opines that: “with the advent of the missions, there have been tremendous improvements in the health of the people. Most diseases have been brought under control, with infant mortality rate reduced if not completely eliminated” (Omotoye, 1999:61).
“Ori-Oke” as a Religious Phenomenon

The word “Ori-Oke” is a Yoruba word and it means aisle or top of the rock. 37 In addition, the word “Ori” in Yoruba literally means “head” and at times “top”, while the adjunct suffix “Oke” means “up”, “top”, “mountain”, “hill”. In combination therefore, the word “Ori-Oke” can be termed as meaning “the head of a hill or mountain” or “the top of a hill or mountain”. Nevertheless, in this context, the word “Ori-Oke” assumes the meaning of “a hilly, high, or mountainous praying grounds.” Therefore throughout this research, we would be adopting the latter meaning of “Ori-Oke” as a hilly, high, or mountainous praying grounds, and its English equivalent is praying ground, a plain or the top of a mountain. However, Sacred Mountains are central to certain religions and are the subjects of many legends; Sacred Mountains are often seen as a site of revelation and inspiration. For many, the most symbolic aspect of a mountain is the peak because it is believed that it is closest to heaven or other celestial bodies. They bridged the gap between God and man for just the briefest of moments and served to give humankind clarity and direction (Ayegboyin, 1997: 11-17).
Furthermore, apart from the belief that peaks of mountains bridge the distance between man and God, the utilization of the mountain is also based upon the serenity, quietness, and a sense or feeling of inner peace. Mountains are reputed for their quietness and absence of disturbance which gives room for meditation, inspiration and an uninterrupted channel of revelation. It is a place where man can experience the tranquillity of nature which is the work of God. Hence, the preference by many to utilize this natural phenomena for serious religious practices. Many religions have some sacred mountains that either are or were considered holy (such as Mount Olympus in Greek mythology) or are related to famous events (like Mount Sinai in Judaism and descendant religions) (Bowen, 1857). According to an oral interview with Evangelist Consolate L. Ukanwa, he mentioned that the word “Mountain” can be of different folds. The ﬁrst one is the literal mountains and this is a place where we come to destroy spiritual problems and the second fold is the spiritual mountain and these include problems that we can’t see and hindrances that are beyond physical. (www.censur.org/2010/to-omotoye.htm, Retrieved on 19th August 2015). This proposition was supported by Moses Olanrewaju Aransiola, the Founder of Gethsemane Prayer Ministry in his book “Breaking The Power of False Religion,” we were made to note the fact that “Oke” meaning mountain can be a mass of land rising to a great height, spiritually speaking, mountains represent obstacles, an uphill task, any difﬁcult challenge or problem we face. (Akangbe, 1988:5) “Who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and bring forte the headstone thereof with shouting, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” (Zech 4:7) It is worthy to note that irrespective of the various expressions or deﬁnitions of mountains, they have similar characteristics, they are solid, hard, strong, and immovable, they have height, they are mostly insurmountable, and also a mountain is a formidable coalition of ancient, high ranking demonic principalities and power which exercise territorial dominion over physical, human and social geography. (www.wordhippo.com/what-is/the-meaningof/Yoruba-word, Retrieved on 21st August2015).

Jesus Christ in his dealing with his disciples laid reference to the physical implications of mountains as obstacles in Matthew, “Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily, I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the ﬁg tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.” (Matthew 21:21) According to Joe Paprocki in the article “What is the signiﬁcance of mountains in the bible?’ He gave various meaning or deﬁnition for mountain, “Ori-Oke.”
First of all, mountains are mentioned frequently in the bible because mountains dotted the landscape of biblical regions. In other words while mountains have a signiﬁcant symbolic value in the Bible, they ﬁrst and foremost are part of the physical reality of the Bible. As a result, mountains and hills are mentioned over 500 times in Bible. Mountains have a logical religious symbolism for biblical cultures since they are “closer to God” who was believed to dwell in the heavens (as in the sky). As a result, God often reveals Himself on the mountaintop (Naess, Arne, Mountains and Mythology. Trumpeter 1995, Retrieved on 25th August 2015).
According to E. Swedenborg, mountain signify celestial things (which also were called the highest), consequently love and charity, and thereby the goods of love and charity, which are celestial. The most ancient church is also signiﬁed in the word by mountains, these being elevated above the earth and nearer as it were to heaven, to the beginnings of things. (www.travelledpaths.com/8-mountains-of-the-bible-you-should-know/ Retrieved on 21 08-15). However, it should be noted that the use of prayer mountains “Ori-Oke” is not restricted to Christianity alone, some other World Religions such as Hinduism, Hindus pray on Mount Kailash which is believed to be the abode of the Hindu deity Shiva and the mountain is also sacred to Buddhism, Jainism and Bon. Judaism also makes use of Prayer Mountains like Mount Sinai among others. It was also reported that Jabal Thawr was used during the days of Prophet Muhammad and his companions (Speake, 2002:294).
Origin of “Ori-Oke”

The origin of “Ori-Oke” with the English equivalent Prayer Mountain can be traced to different times and they include: Origin of “Ori-Oke” in the Old Testament According to some scholars, the origin of Prayer grounds or Prayer Mountain can be traced to the Old Testament in the days of Abraham. This is the place where Abraham was claimed to have negotiated with God on Sodom and Gomorrah and Abraham is also said to have interceded for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. Scholars however debate that in the book of Genesis 19:28.
According to the Torah, and inherently in the Old Testament of the Bible also, Mount Sinai is the location where Moses received the Ten Commandments directly from God. In the book of Exodus, Moses is said to have met with God on Mt. Sinai which is presently located in Egypt and prayed to God for 40 days and 40 nights and then God revealed to him the Ten Commandments which was then imprinted on the tablets. The tablets form the covenant, which is the central cornerstone of Jewish faith. Saint Catherine’s Monastery is located at the foot of Sinai. It was founded by Empress Helena, who was the mother of the ﬁrst Christian Roman emperor, Constantine. It was completed under the rule of Justinian two centuries later. The monastery was visited by the prophet Muhammad, who blessed it and promised that “it would be cherished by Muslims for all time” (Oral interview, Evangelist Consolate L. Ukanwa, 2016).
As one of the most sacred mountains in the Middle East, mentioned in the Old Testament can be seen on the mountain’s summit, such as the area where Moses “sheltered from the total glory of God”. There is a mountain called Mt. Sinai on the Sinai Peninsula. This has traditionally been accepted as the location of Mt. Sinai. Here is the mountain that people visit to see where God remembered His distressed children. Mt. Sinai is the epitome of the mountain top experience because Moses met God but then had to descend the mountain and return to regular life (Aransiola, 2013:1).
Mount Carmel, another holy mountain, is located along the Mediterranean Sea and houses the city of Haifa, the Baha’i Shrine and Elijah’s Cave. This mountain is mentioned throughout the Old Testament as a holy site, but is most famous as the location of the Prophet Elijah’s ﬁre challenge against pagan idols (1 Kings 18:36) and it is the cave believed to be Elijah’s one-time residence (Aransiola, 2013:1). In I Kings 18, we see a great spiritual victory won on Mt. Carmel. It was on Mt. Carmel where Elijah proved to the people that God is the one true God. He did this by calling down ﬁre from heaven to ignite a water soaked sacriﬁce. After that, the drought that had besieged the land was ended. Mt. Carmel has remained a sacred mountain over the ages, and people from all over the world consider this a holy place. (bustedhalo.com/questionbox/what-is-the-signiﬁcance-of-mountainsin-the-bible (Retrieved on 9th March, 2016). Mt. Carmel is located in a mountain range in Northern Israel, it is full of culture and history. There are several towns in the area, and it has been inhabited for thousands of years. It is rich in history and culture, but has never lost the beauty of the mountains. Furthermore, the origin of Prayer Mountains can also be traced to the time of David. In the book of l Samuel 17, we were told that the common practice far back then was for an Army to gather together on the top of a mountain and also the opponent army are also to gather at the opposite side of the Mountain and a valley usually lay between them. As regards this in l Samuel 17:2-3, the Philistine soldiers stood on the mountain and the army of Israel stood on the other side. The point to be derived here is that David set forth to kill Goliath, he was already hidden in the mountain and camped in the Mountain for 40 days and he had been empowered by God, he had the intervention of God in his matters and then he went for victory. Mt. Ararat is the ﬁrst Mountain ever mentioned in the Bible as recorded in Genesis 8. It is the mountain where Noah’s ark landed and Noah saw the rainbow of God’s promise. Noah and his family came out of the ark and made offerings and praised God. God promised never to destroy the earth with a ﬂood of that magnitude again. The exact location of the Ark landing is still a mystery. Many translations of the Bible describe the landing place as Mt. Ararat, but the original versions simply mean the mountain chain of Ararat. It refers to a region that covers Turkey and Iran. Regardless of whether the actual site of the ark is ever discovered, the mountains of Ararat continue to be held in high regard. People from all over go to see the mountains where the ark landed; though the exact site is still unknown. (www.biblemeanings.info/ Words/Geograpical/Geographical/Mountains.htm, retrieved on 11th March, 2016). Mount Moriah (Mt. Gerizim). 

In the Old Testament, Abraham was commanded to sacriﬁce his Son, Isaac in Genesis 22. In order to properly present the sacriﬁce, Abraham and Isaac ascended Mt. Moriah. It was on this mountain that God saw Abraham’s faithfulness and rewarded him, sparing Isaac. However, no one is quite sure where this mountain is because the names of mountains have changed over time. However, many believe that Mt. Moriah is the same mountain as Mt. Gerizim. The Samaritans considered Mt. Gerizim to be the same as Mt. Moriah, and have considered it a holy place since ancient times. They went to Mt. Gerizim to worship and present their offerings (Olsen, 2008:83). Mt. Pisgah/Mt. Nebo, after many years of wandering in the desert, Moses saw the Promised Land. It was a bitter sweet moment because he would never set foot in it. However, Moses must have felt a great deal of relief in seeing the fruits of his lifetime. He saw this from Mt. Pisgah. Most scholars believe that Mt. Pisgah is the same as Mt. Nebo. Mt. Nebo is in Jordan and it offers a breath-taking view of the Jericho on a clear day, in Jerusalem. It is not just a place to see a good view. It is a place to remember that sometimes it takes a lifetime to accomplish our purpose. It is also a reminder that God keeps his promises to his children.
The Origin of Ori-Oke in the New Testament can also be traced to the time of Jesus, Jesus’ ministry often occurred near seas and water, there are many accounts of him teaching on boats, but many of the pivotal sermons occurred on mountain tops. Many signiﬁcant moments happened on mountain tops, for example, the greatest sermon and the most compelling speech in human history ever were delivered by Jesus in His “Sermon on the mount” as recorded in Matthew 5. This also happened to be the longest sermon Jesus ever made and it was His ﬁrst recorded sermon in the Bible. In those days, God was in Heaven and mountains were a way to get close to the heavens. Between the breath-taking views and the important revelations, mountains became symbols of being close to God. Even those who are non-religious ﬁnd themselves in awe of the experiences on the tops of modern mountains. Mountains became a place to experience God and they still are. (www.travelledpaths.com/8-mountains-of-the-bible-you-should-know/, (Retrieved on 21st August 2015).

Mt. Hennon/ Mt. Tabor are a series of three peaks on the border of Syria and Lebanon. It is one of the proposed mountains for the transﬁguration. Mt. Tabor is another mountain that has traditionally been considered the Mount of Transﬁguration. Mt. Tabor is found in Lower Galilee. The Transﬁguration was an event in the New Testament when Jesus’ glory was revealed to those with him. It was also a visual representation of Heaven meeting Earth. Tradition claims Mt. Tabor as the Mount of Transﬁguration, but Mt. Hermon is the most likely candidate for the location. (www.travelledpaths.com/8-mountains-of-the-bible-you-should-know/ (Retrieved on 21st August 2015).

Mt. Olivet is most ‘commonly known as the Mount of Olives. It is one of the key places mentioned in the New Testament. It was a pivotal mountain in Jesus’ life. It was the foot of this mountain that held the Garden of Gethsemane, where Christ prayed before his cruciﬁxion. It was also this mountain that saw his last days on Earth. He ascended into Heaven from the Mount of Olives. (www.travelledpaths.com/8-mountains-of-the-bible-you-should-know/ Retrieved on 21st August 2015)

Mount Tabor is where it is supposed Jesus was revealed to be the Son of God. Even in Islam for example, Prophet Mohammed (SAW) is said to have received his ﬁrst revelation on Mount Hira. The mountains’ roles as places of revelation and transformation often serve to attract tourist as much as they do religious pilgrims. However, in some cases, the ﬁnancial revenue is overlooked and sacred mountains are conserved due to their role in the community. Mount Zion where Jesus was arrested, the Garden of Gethsemane, and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre are all situated. The Temple Mount is also located here. It is a raised area in the old city of Jerusalem that was once the location of the First and Second Temples. It is the most sacred site to Judaism and the third most sacred site for Islam, it also serves as a signiﬁcant site in Christianity because Christianity is based on Judaism and this is where the redemption of sin occurred; during the First and Second Temple. Jesus is known to have loved the temple and visited it at least three (3) times per year, during the high Jewish holidays such as; Succoth, Passover and Shavuot. The Temple Mount is also believed in Christianity to be a place connected with Armageddon and the return of the Messiah (Lamphere, 1969:279-305).
Matthew, in particular has six signiﬁcant mountain “scenes” in his gospel:
Jesus temptation (Matt 4:8)

The Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:1)

A number of healings (Matt 15:29)

The transﬁguration (Matt 17:1)

Jesus’ ﬁnal discourse (Matt 24:1)

Commissioning of the Apostles (Matt 28: 16).
Perhaps the most signiﬁcant mountain scene in the Gospels however is the transﬁguration of Jesus. Jesus is accompanied by Moses and Elijah, who themselves encounter God through Jesus and Jesus in turn, is seen as the fulﬁllment of the Law (Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah). (Dillehay, 1995:281-314). The use of Prayer grounds especially the use of Ori-Oke that is Prayer Mountains is prominent among African Church leaders. It has been discovered that Churches like Christ Apostolic Church and Cherubim and Seraphim Movement Church which are African indigenous Churches make use of Ori-Oke for prayer and for worship as a result of the fact that founders of these churches Prophet Joseph Ayodele Babalola and Prophet Moses Orimolade respectively were accustomed to the use of prayer mountains for prayers and also to charge their “Spiritual battery”. (Olsen, 2008:39). This trend became emulated and indoctrinated in the churches. Therefore it will sufﬁce to expatiate on these founders and their use of prayer mountains “Ori-Oke”. However, the demise of these church founders marked the beginning of “Ori-Oke” Prayer Ministries as frontiers of Ori-Oke Prayer Ministry. Their followers were reported to have followed their footstep and this is evident even till date. And this is the reason why the practice “Ori-Oke” Prayer Ministries features mostly in Christ Apostolic Churches and Cherubim and Seraphim. Joseph Ayodele Babalola was born on the 25 of April, 1904 and was allegedly called by God on the 25th of September, 1928 into a Christian family at Odo-Owa, a small town in present Kwara-State of Nigeria. 

There are two prayer mountains in Ikoyi in Osun State, the Christ Apostolic Church (C.A.C) uses the Ori-Oke Ikoyi, which is the most popular, and the other is Higher Mountain of Deborah. The late Apostle Ayodele Babalola established it in 1935, at a time when there is idol worship, rituals, black magic, witchcraft, and so many devilish acts were at the peak in the continent. Ayo Babalola after ascertaining the call of God upon his life started an aggressive prayer and fasting life that was then hardly known of in Africa. He could go on fasting for up to 40days in the wilderness and on mountains. Joseph Ayo Babalola led aggressive prayers on mountain tops which are commonly called “Ori-Oke” and faith healing is evident in his ministry. During this period however, Apostle Ayodele Babalola established several prayer mountains, where he went with his followers to pray and fast and seek the face of God before going for revivals. After descending the mountain, he would go for revivals and crusades all over Nigeria. It was reported that Ori-Oke Ikoyi was his favourite and a chose a particular spot on the mountain where he would spend days praying before going for crusades. After his demise in 1959, because of the covenant of God on the mountain, people from all over the world still visit the place to pray. (www.travelledpaths.com/8-mountains-of-the-bible-you-shouldknow/, Retrieved on 21st August 2015).

Meaning of Prayer Ministry
In the words of Harry E. Jessop in his book “The Ministry of Prevailing Prayer,” mentioned the importance of prayer and he is of the view that the “prayerless” heart is a spiritual tragedy, especially where the heart is professing Christian. A “prayerless” heart is a heart in which there is no pull toward the prayer chamber. Such a heart is in more danger than it knows. (www.travelledpaths.corn/8-mountains-of-the-bible-yoishouldknow/, Retrieved on 21st August 2015). In addition, E. M. Bounds concluded that the more praying there is in the world the better the world will be and the mightier the forces against evil everywhere. (www.jenlsalem-etemal-tours.com/Attractions/holy-Mountains, Retrieved on 22nd Sept. 2015).

According to the New Thesaurus Dictionary, the word “Ministry” has been deﬁned in different ways, the word minister can mean a religious ministers collectively (especially Presbyterians) and the body of ordained practitioners (Priesthood), it can also mean a building where the business of a government department is transacted or a government department under the direction of a minister. (www.jerusalem-etemal-tours.com/Attractions/holy-Mountains, Retrieved on 22nd Sept. 2015). However, irrespective of what the word ministry means, the ﬁrst deﬁnition will be used in this study, Religious ministers collectively (especially Presbyterians), the body of ordained practitioners (Priesthood). “Ministry” is from the Greek word Sioucovso, meaning “to serve" or Souksoo, meaning “to serve as a slave.” In the New Testament, ministry is seen as service to God and to other people in His name. Jesus provided the pattern for Christian ministry, “He came, not to receive service, but to give.” Matthew 20:28, Mark 10:45, John 13: 1-17. The Christian should minister by meeting people’s needs with love and humility on Christ’s behalf (Matthew 20:26;Mark 10:43;John 2:5,9; Acts 6:3; Romans 1:1; Galatians 1:10; Colossians 4:12). Christians are to minister to others out of their devotion to Christ and their love for others, whether the other people are believers or unbelievers. Ministry can, and should, include ministering to the physical, emotional, mental, vocational, and ﬁnancial needs of others. Jesus did, and so should we!. (bustedhalo.com/ questionbox/what-is-the-signiﬁcance-of-mountains-in-the-bible, retrieved on 11 March, 2016). 

In the words of J. Edwin Orr in the book “Prayer: Its Deeper Dimensions” talked about power in united prayer he explained that no great spiritual awakening has begun anywhere in the world apart from united prayer that is Christians perpetually praying for revival and no awakening has continued long beyond the duration of such prayer. The place for long prayers is in “secret place” not in the congregation. Some people are reluctant to pray in public because they feel they could never achieve the lengthy petitions so often uttered by “professional” intercessors (Olusunmbola, 1885:6-10).
Prayer Ministry time typically occurs at any time of the week and anytime of the day including day and night and small group meetings. The basic intent of this time is to provide an opportunity for anyone to receive prayer and, for those who are trained, to pray for those who are in need. However during this time, periods of silence are common as the prayer team member will close with a blessing and make a suggestion for personal action following the prayer. The Holy Spirit may demonstrate his presence through physical experiences (feeling warm, ecstasy, chills, shaking, weeping, feeling weak kneed, sweating, deep breathing, etc.) or deep sense of peace and conviction. These are common experiences for many. The prayer ministry member may stop the prayer to inquire how the person is doing or what they are experiencing to better understand what God may be doing at that moment and how to direct the prayer time. Prayer ministry is vital part of demonstrating the power and active presence of Gods kingdom. In fact, for a community of believers, prayer ministry is considered an important expression of “normal” Christianity and therefore one of the core values of the church most especially the African initiated churches like Christ Apostolic Church and Cherubim and Seraphim Movement.

Some problems commonly dealt with

· Spiritual problems including demonization

· Ailments passed down from ancestors

· Lack of Holy Spirit fruit and spiritual growth

· Effects of occult, false religion and new-age involvements

· Fears, phobias, addictions and dependencies  

· Past traumas and hurts, including dissociation

· Wounded memories

· Effects of all types of physical, emotional, psychological, sexual and

· Spiritual abuse.

· Repetitive physical ailments

· Lingering relationship difficulties

· Emotional bondages, anger, guilt etc. (alarinka-agbaye.b1ogspot.co. ke/2013/07/god-appeared-to-me-personallyannointed.html? m=, Retrieved on 15th March 2016).
Factors Necessitating the Practice of “Ori-Oke” Prayer Ministries 
         In the course of this research, a frantic effort was made to reach out to virtually all the Ori-Oke Prayer ministries in Ilorin metropolis. Hence, founders of these “Ori-Oke” Prayer Ministries in Ilorin stated the factors necessitating the founding of their Ori-Oke ministry, which is however tailored alongside their divine call and spiritual experience, as follows:-
According to Prophet Abraham Isaac, the founder of Christ Solution and Divine Ministry claimed that he was called out of a Muslim family and by the intervention of the Holy Spirit, and became converted to Christianity. However he was called out to raise soldiers for Christ, helping people to know their vision, to preach to people about repentance and to show the lost souls the way to salvation and finally to make Heaven. (m.guardianng/ news/ ori-oke-ikoyi-a-refuge-in-the-mountain-of-god/, Retrieved on 1st March 2016).
Hannah’s Prayer Ministries provides Christian-based support and encouragement to married women around the world who are struggling with the pain of fertility challenges, including primary and secondary infertility, pregnancy loss, early infant death, and adoption loss. Our outreach extends to those who become mothers of living children through pregnancy, adoption, and/or foster care. Hannah’s Prayer, offering Christian support for fertility challenges, including infertility or the death of a baby at any time from conception through early infancy. “Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord...I have been praying here out of my great anguish” 1 Samuel 1:10, 16 Using the story of Hannah in 1 Samuel 1-2 as our encouragement, we at Hannah’s Prayer attempt to help meet the emotional and spiritual needs of married couples experiencing fertility related difficulties through prayer, understanding, friendship, shared information, and biblical counsel. The women who make up our membership come from diverse backgrounds, both personal and spiritual.

While many of our members have never been pregnant, some have, faced one or more miscarriages, ectopic pregnancies, or even stillbirths and infant deaths. Some have one or more biological children and are dealing with secondary infertility. There are many adoptive moms in our group, including survivors of adoption losses. A few are pioneers in the brave new world of embryo adoption. Some of our members are just beginning to ask if there is something medically wrong while others have already exhausted all medical options. The Lord has led some members to not seek any kind of medical aid while others have prayerfully delved into assisted reproduction methods (Jessop, 1941: 1).
According to an oral interview with Evangelist Williams Adewoye the General Secretary of Hall of Grace and Faith Prayer Ministry explained that the main purpose the founder, Prophetess Dorcas Obagbemiro founded the Prayer Ministry was to uphold prayer. In his words:

The factor necessitating the practice of “Ori-Oke” Prayer Ministry is to actively encourage and promote prayer within the life of the church. By being open and responsive to the working of the Holy Spirit, we pray that God’s love, guidance and healing power would be released for the beneﬁt of His people and of His glory. However the guideline for prayer ministry can be found in the book of 1 John 5:14-15 “this is the conﬁdence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us, (whatever we ask) we know that we have what we asked of him (Bounds, 1978:7).
Also other reasons are Salvation, that is to bring people to the knowing of God and she was also given mandate to bring smile to the faces of women seeking for the fruit of the womb. (www.thefreedictionary.com/ministry, Retrieved on 15th March 2016). According to Pastor Paul, he claimed that he had been ordained since he was 5months in his mother’s womb and as a result of this he was named Paul. However the reason for the establishment of his ministry was a result of his experience with people. He continued that most people do not know how to pray and some do not even know the meaning of prayer, they just pray because they feel they should pray and some do not know understand what is known as the voice of God and this ministry was started mainly to intercede for those people who do not know how to pray and to teach people the impact of prayer and what prayer means. (www.gotquestions.org/what-is=niinistry.htm1, Retrieved on 15th March 2016). This point will be backed up with the words of John Rice D.D in his book “Prayer (asking and receiving)” stated the reasons why we should pray: Because God insistently commands it in the Bible (Luke 18:1, I Thessalonians 5:17, Phil 4:6, 1 Timothy 2:1, Ephesians 6:18-19), because prayer is God’s appointed way for Christians to get things (James 4:2, Matt 6:11, I Timothy 5:23), because prayer is God’s way for Christians have fullness of Joy (John 16:24, Proverbs 10:22), because prayer is the way out of all trouble, the cure of all worry and anxious care (Phil 4:6-7, Peter 5:7, Psalms 55:22, Psalms 34:6), because prayer is the only way to have the power of the Holy Spirit for God’s work (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians.

The research conducted showed that in the North-Central Nigeria most of the Ori-Oke Mountains visited were classified amongst various religious adherents and alongside other open views. For example some Ori-Oke are Community owned, Church owned and even in some cases individually owned as exemplified in our earlier presentation by Dr. Nwosu. The concept of this research however is premised on a Comparative Approach. The Comparative is based on one of the Mountains visited at a place called Odo-Owa, this is the only Ori-Oke that had a missionary school attached to it. When we interviewed the Vice-Chancellor of the school he said students were admitted based on their resume and after graduation issued certificates and diplomas conferred them as Pastors who can thereafter open their individual Mountains as the case maybe   

Mountain as an Integral Aspect of Worship in China Religion

China is renowned for her many sacred mountains, held in veneration by either Buddhists or Taoists, and among the finest and most interesting of them is the Hua Shan in southern Shensi, not far from where the Honan and Shansi borders meet. China has lots of mountains which dominate the landscape with such notable exceptions as the Tibetan Highlands, Turim Basin, parts of the Gobi desert (in the north), Tsaidom Basin, North China Plain and Manchurian Plain. The rest of China is and was (depending on where the border shifted at the time) covered by the following mountain ranges: the Himalayas in the southwest, Nan-Ling in the southeast, Kunlun, Nan Shan and Tsinglin Shan (central west to east), Tien shan and Altai in the northwest, and the Greater Khingan Range in the northeast, as well as, a large part of China’s islands are mountainous (Orr, 1963:20-21).
As sacred expressions of some deeper reality, mountains have become associated with the deepest and highest values and aspirations of cultures and traditions throughout the world. The remote Himalayan peak of Mount Kailas directs the minds of millions of Hindus and Buddhists toward the utmost attainments of their spiritual traditions. Mount Sinai occupies a special place in the Bible as the imposing site where Moses received the Ten Commandments, the basis of law and ethics in Western civilization. The graceful cone of Mount Fuji has come to represent the quest for beauty and simplicity that lies at the heart of Japanese culture. (www.duluthvineyard.org/get-connected/10-about-us/fags/56-what-is-prayerministry, Retrieved on 1st March 2016).

 Traditionally Chinese religious temples, especially Taoists temples, are nestled in big mountains. This is because Chinese people traditionally believe humans are closer to gods when they are in nature than in man-made environment. Most Chinese know about at least a few sacred mountains associated with either Buddhism or Taoists even if they are not religious. There are hundreds of sacred mountains in China. Those who love to travel know about Four Great Sacred Mountains of Buddhism and the Four Great Sacred Mountains of Taoism in China. In the Taoist religion of China, some mountains are viewed as places from whence it is possible to communicate directly with, or meet with the gods or their messengers, or as a place to have a transcendental experience.

Comparative Analysis

In the Asian and African continent China and Nigeria have a lot of things in common. They both fought feudalism, imperialism and colonialism before they gained independence. In Nigeria the main religious beliefs are indigenous religion, Islam, Christianity and Atheist, while in China Buddhism, Christianity and Islam are predominant. In the world in every five black men/women one is a Nigerian while one in every four Asian person in the world is a Chinese. Nigeria with a population of 150million people is said to be the most populous nation in Africa while China’s population of 1.3billion people is second to none in the world. Both countries are endowed with well-known mineral resources.

Despite military incursion into Nigeria’s geopolitical and democratic process, she remained the de-facto leader in the West Africa sub-region and Africa in general.  One the other hand China has been classified and acknowledged as a power in global politics. In the diplomatic relationship, the Federal Government of Nigeria recognise the People’s Republic of China as the sole legal government representing the entire Chinese people while on the part of the Chinese they have pledged to genuinely support African countries in general and Nigeria in particular (Oral Interview, Prophet Abraham Isaac, 2016).
As both Third World countries (China has always seen herself as a third world country) China and Nigeria see their relationship as mutually reinforcing. Consequently, they support each other in the deliberations of international fora in which they belong viz United Nation and its specialized Agency. They are both advocates of South-South Cooperation as a means of achieving a New International Economic Order. China respects and admires Nigeria’s Non-Aligned Foreign Policy, while Nigeria remains a staunch supporter of “One China” policy i.e. that the Republic of China (Taiwan) is an inalienable part of China and that the government of the People’s Republic of China is the only legitimate government of China. (www.prayerministriesnetwork.com/whatispm.html (Retrieved on 1st March 2016).

In like manner, Nigeria supported the return of Hong Kong to the People’s Republic of China in July 1977 in accordance with Vienna convention on consular relations of 1963. (Oral interview, Evangelist Williams Adewoye, 2016). They both subscribed to the principles and purposes of United Nation charter as articulated earlier on and they supported the need for more equitable representation in the organs of the UNO especially her Security Council. ((Oral interview, Evangelist Williams Adewoye, 2016) From the foregoing, one can vividly see both China and Nigeria are both regional hegemons in their own continent and also play very crucial leading economic, political and socio-cultural role in attaining peace and maintenance of various conflict. Also there is a dire need for a New International Economic Order within the South-South cooperation and professing total support for one another in all spheres of economic endeavour. From the fieldwork carried out both countries have these tremendous capacity for religious affinity, there is a high propensity for religo-cultural interaction and understanding of God the most high. 

Historical Perspective

History has it that the first mention of the Hua Shan in the Shl’ King, the Book of Records, which was compiled in legendary times. It contains a semi-mythical account of how the Emperor Shun (about 2250 B. C.) visited the mountain to offer sacrifices to the local god, the tutelary deity of metals, birds, and all quadrupeds (Oral Interview, Pastor Paul Adebayo, 2016). Even at that early date there were four sacred mountains in China, the other three being the Tai Shan in Shantung, the Heng Shan in Honan, and another mountain of the same name in Hopei (Rice, 1942:27).
Another source has it that the father of Chinese culture, the Emperor Xuan Yuan, once visited Kongtong Mountain to consult the wise man Guang Chengzi on how to manage the country and maintain good health. From then on, Kongtong Mountain rapidly gained prestige. Later on, the King of Mu in the Western Zhou Dynasty (11th century BC-771 BC), the Emperor Qin Shi Huang and the Emperor Wu in Western Han Dynasty (206 BC - 24 AD), all followed him to visit Kongtong Mountain, which made the mountain more and more famous (Oral Interview, Mrs. Adeniyi, 2016).
Kongtong Mountain is the holy mountain of three religions: Taoism, Buddhism and Confucianism. It is said that Taoism temples were being built on the mountain as early as in the Wei (220-265) and Jin (265-420) Dynasties. In the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), construction began on Taihe Palace and other attached Taoist buildings. Since then, Taoism has been handed down from one generation to another. Buddhism also flourished in Kongtong Mountain, as evidence of Buddhist rituals can be found in it from the Tang Dynasty (618-907). (Oral Interview, Prophet Ezekiel, 2016). There are 19 Buddhist temples from the early Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). Today Buddhism and Taoism grow together in a harmonious atmosphere on the mountain, a situation which is unique to Kongtong Mountain. (www.prayerguide. org.uk/prayerministry.htm (Retrieved on 1st March 2016).
By Taoism we understand the doctrine of the Tao as an attempt to explain the world and man’s life in it and to find principles for the right conduct of life. Like Confucianism, Taoism is a universal system. The most outstanding representatives of Taoism are Lao-tse, its founder, Lieh-tse, and Chuang-tse (Oral Interview, Deaconess H.O Oyeledun, 2016). Taoism is of about the same age as Confucianism and was its great rival until the latter was made the state religion and philosophy and given all the privileges of orthodoxy. Taoism has had among its champions men of enormous intellectual stature. It made a lasting impact on the spiritual life of the Chinese people and, even after it had been pushed into the background by the Confucianist literature, had throughout the centuries countless adherents. Statesmen and philosophers were especially attracted by its message. However, attempts made by some emperors to rule along Taoist lines led only to utopian and abstruse experiments. (Oral Interview, Deaconess H.O Oyeledun, 2016) A distinction must be made between the philosophic Taoism and the so-called popular Taoism in which some Taoist ideas were blended with magic, sorcery, and alchemy.

Definition of Concepts

Concept of Religion

Religion is such a complex term that arriving at a uniform and general acceptable definition is quite difficult. One of the definitions of religion is put “as a belief in spiritual beings”. Also “religion is the propitiation or conciliation of powers superior to man, which are believed to direct and control the cause of nature and human life”. (Oral Interview, Evangelist Consulate L. Ukanwa, 2016) It is therefore undeniable that human existence is premised on religion. It wields so much power that it offers total explanation for existence and provides guideline for all human pursuits and endeavours. It is no longer news that some people will die for it while the acceptance of suffering for it is legendary.

Concept of Worship

In every religion, life is an endless act of worship. Indeed from birth to death, the attitude to daily worship and the concept of personhood are pivotal. Worship can be called a religious sensorium corresponding to what historical Romanticism saw as a natural inclination towards an inner sacred space in the soul. Although some liturgical worship are centered in the Temples, true worship was never limited to temple alone but happens everywhere especially on the mountains as the case of China worship.

By implication, it then means that worship expresses man’s response to the Holy as he or she (the worshiper) apprehend it as homo-religious. Worship, being the exteriorization of religiosity, involves a reciprocation of attitude and act, whereby the attitude prompts the act and the act fosters the attitude of worship.  Before worship acquired its actual meaning as man’s response to the sacred, the Anglo-Saxon world understood worship as deriving from “worth-ship” signifying value or honour. It later metamorphosed into devotional reverence offered to God (Oral Interview, Prophetess Deborah David, 2016).
Mountain

Sacred Mountains are central to certain religions and the subject of many legends. For many, the most symbolic aspect of a mountain is the peak because it is believed that it is closest to heaven or other religious worlds. Many religions have traditions centered on mountains which either were or were considered holy, or are related to famous events (like Mount Sinai), and in some cases, the mountain is purely mythical.

Importance of Mountains in Religious Worship in China

Mountains, in China as elsewhere, are usually taken as symbols of immutability, which is the reason why those involved in mountain worship sees Mountains as places that are physically closer to the world of the gods or God, owing to their closeness to the heavens, their domination of the landscape, and the difficulty with which they are ascended. In fact, some religions denote the dwelling places of the gods either on or in the mountains.

As the highest and most impressive features of the landscape, mountains have an unusual power to awaken a sense of the sacred. Their soaring summits, the clouds and thunder that swirl about their peaks, the life-giving waters that flow from their heights, these and other characteristics imbue them with an aura of mystery and sanctity. In that aura, people of diverse backgrounds, both traditional and modern, experience a deeper reality that gives meaning and vitality to their lives. Below are some essence of mountains in religious worship in China:

Height: Many people revere mountains as high places. Taoists Mountains, in particular, has assumed the status of a sacred mountain in both ancient and modern China. Its summit symbolizes for many the highest goal one can strive to attain, whether one’s pursuit be it material or spiritual. Because of its importance in Taoist as the ultimate high place of worship, Mountains are almost always mistranslated in Western literature as “Goddess Mother of the World.” In fact, Jomolangma one of the mountains in Asia is short for Jomomiyolangsangma, the name of the Tibetan goddess of Mount Everest, one of the Five Sisters of Long Life and a relatively minor deity, invoked for worldly benefits, such as longevity, food, and wealth (Wakeﬁeld, 2001:2-4).
Center: An extremely widespread importance of the mountain is center of the cosmos, the world, or a local region. Although some scholars have gone so far as to assert that every sacred peak is an axis mundi. With this caveat, it is true that a large number of mountains in Asia, such as Kailas in Tibet and Gunung Agung in Bali, are patterned on the mythical Mount Meru or Sumeru, which stands as a cosmic axis around which the universe is organized in Hindu and Buddhist and Taoists cosmology (Du Toit, 2010: 76).
Power: Many sacred mountains are revered as places of power, both natural and supernatural. In the 19th century, Europeans in New Zealand were starting to buy up parcels of land on Tongariro, the sacred mountain of the Ngati Tuwharetoa. (John, 1955:203) This threatened the mana or power of the chief and the tribe, which depended on maintaining the integrity of the volcano. In order to keep Tongariro whole, a European advisor counselled the Paramount Chief, Horonuku Te Heuheu Tukino IV, to give the mountain to the Crown as a park for the benefit of everyone (John, 1955:203).
He did so in 1887, and Tongariro National Park became the first national park in New Zealan Deity or Abode of Deity (Oral Interview, Mrs. Alao Folashade, 2016). The power of many sacred mountains derives from the presence of deities-in, on, or as the mountain itself. Indians regard the graceful peak of Nanda Devi, a World Heritage site, as the abode of Nanda Devi, the Goddess of Bliss. (http://www.travelchinaguide.com /cityguides/ gansu/pingliang /Kongtongmountain.htm). A temple at the hill station of Almora has a well-known image of the deity. Native Hawaiians revere Kilauea itself as the body the volcano goddess Pele. (Naquin & Yü, 1992:24).

Temple or Place of Worship: Many traditions revere sacred peaks as temples or places of worship. Tibetan Buddhists, for example, view Mount Kailas as the pagoda palace of Demchog, (Schipper & Verellen, 2004:21) the One of Supreme Bliss, a tantric deity embodying the ultimate Buddhist goal of enlightenment. Mount Zion and Sinai function as places of worship in Judeo-Christian traditions, the former providing the site of the ancient Jewish Temple (Alley, 1980:15-22).
Paradise or Garden: Shiva is said to reside in his heaven on the summit of Kailas. Numerous cultures both traditional and modern, view mountains as gardens and paradises—heavens on earth. The Muslim Kirghiz of western China, for example, believe that the snows of Muztagh Ata, one of the highest peaks in the Pamir, hide an earthly paradise that goes back to the time of the Garden of Eden (Barricelli, 1989:131-150).

Ancestors and the Dead: Another major essence of mountains to the Taoists world is as ancestors and abodes of the dead, often involved in origin myths. Mount Koya, the meditation center of Shingon Buddhism, has one of the most impressive graveyards in Japan (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1982: 259). The Maori believe themselves descended from peaks in New Zealand, who came as their ancestors in legendary canoes and were shipwrecked on the shores of the islands. Aoraki or Mount Cook represents one ancestor who waded ashore and froze into the mountain we see today. The peak is the highest in New Zealand because he was carrying his grandson on his shoulders (Kroll, 1986:99-117).

Identity: Aoraki also illustrates the widespread theme of mountains as symbols of cultural and even personal identity. The standard formula for identifying oneself at an intra-tribal Maori meeting is to begin with one’s tribal mountain, such as Aoraki or Tongariro, and then give one’s lake or river and finally the name of one’s chief (LI, 1998:81-91). Mount Rainier in the United States functions as an icon of the Pacific Northwest, as Mount Fuji does of the entire country of Japan.

Source: Throughout the world people look up to mountains as sources of blessings, such as water, life, fertility, and healing. The Hopi of Arizona invite the Katsina deities to come from the San Francisco Peaks, bringing with them their rain clouds on which the people depend for growing corn. Andean curanderos or shamans invoke mountain gods, such as the Apus of Mounts Ausangate and Salcantay near Cuzco, for healing and water (Sang, 1999:2723-2741).

Inspiration, Renewal, and Transformation: In China, mountains are regarded as such ideal places for meditation and spiritual transformation that the Chinese expression for embarking on the practice of religion means literally “to enter the mountains.” North American Plains Indians, such as the Lakota and the Crow, seek out high places for vision quests that give them spiritual power and determine the course of their lives (Varsano, 1992:225-261).  Many in the modern world go to mountains such as the Alps and the Sierra Nevada for artistic inspiration and spiritual renewal.
Conclusion

In conclusion, in the Old Testament, the mountains of Sinai and Zion are the most signiﬁcant. Mount Sinai of course is associated with Moses and is the place where Moses received the gift of the law, the Ten Commandments. Thus, Mount Sinai is a symbol of God’s covenant with Israel. Zion, to the south, is the location of the Jerusalem temple. In the New Testament (Mark and Luke to be precise), Jesus appoints the twelve on a mountain. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus delivers the Beatitudes in his Sermon on the Mount, conjuring an image of Moses who receives the commandments on Mount Sinai. Matthew’s mostly Jewish audience would immediately pick up on the comparison between Moses and Jesus. Ori-Oke Prayer Ministry is an expression of African Spirituality that is the practice came to be as a result of African expression of their being. Ori-Oke prayer mountains in the cause of this research appears not to have a clear cut line of succession, each Pastor or Apostle as they case may be would lay claim to a divine call and thereby establishing his own ministry according to his capacity and capability unlike what obtained from the Biblical experiences above of Christ and in the case of the Chinese who had a long period of apprenticeship under their various spiritual leaders. There is a very clear dire need of seminary institutions for the training of Ori-Oke Prophets in other to inculcate in the people a sense of peaceful co-habitation in the fragile peace of the grave yard existing currently in the north-central Nigeria      

On the one hand Mountains had been a unique site of cultural worship confluence of the Taoists, and Chinese religious and artistic traditions, a localized breeding ground for what Elverskog calls a “Qing cosmopolitan culture.” Early (pre-Yuan) Taoists associations with mountain worship may not always accurately reflect actual circumstances, as they were often the result of contemporary interests projected back to an earlier time. Nonetheless they serve as important “memories” that made Taoists, Tibetan and Mongolian connections to the site so tangible during later periods. Indeed these stories had a power that came to dominate later imagination subsuming historical fact, as expressed on the 1846 map. To the faithful, mountain is first and foremost the earthly abode of the Bodhisattva of Wisdom, which continues to be a focus of devotion, attested to by new pilgrimage guides written in both Chinese and Tibetan languages down to this very day. While Mountain worship was a focus of religious pilgrimage for many groups, the establishment and empowering of a Taoists presence on the mountain had a strong political dimension. By cutting through these many accrued layers of perception, as well as challenging cultural assumptions that have often characterized Taoists studies.
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SUMMARY
The sacred mountains in China are classified into five groups. Over the centuries, these mountains play host to pilgrims all over the globe for spiritual succour. Undeniably, North-Central Nigeria also plays host to mountain prayers where prayers are answered and people find spiritual solace. These two mountains focus majorly on spiritual reliefs from various challenges of life. This paper seeks to examine this age-long practice and the recent upsurge of worshippers to Chinese and Nigerian mountains for the purpose of pilgrimage and natural explorations. In particular, the study seeks to examine the phenomenal efficacy and spirituality of these mountains. This paper therefore employs a historical and comparative approach to this study. The research concludes that these mountains have become fascinating to the incredulous as a result of the measure of spiritual gains and benefits. This paper also aggregates the sacredness, and other esoteric phenomena that are not out of place.


