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(Reidhakrishnan, 2004), it is nevertheless expedient to forge a
strategy or a system of strategies for coping with its reality. This
reality has been captured by Adamu (2003) in the following light:

January 1, 1900
Shaw’s suggestion,

Globalisation is like a wild fire, it has started, it is uncontrollable by Brigadier General Lord

and nobody kno.ws where it is taking us. What is evident is that Royal Niger COmpani:O’ ;efe{ tc,’ the Northern
no person, fan.uly, religiorlx and society is immune to it. It is ‘ ; uthern Protector. A S” Territories. By the time
therefore, shaping our society’s labour market and its pattern of ‘ern Nigeria was born (Omole ales were amalgamated in 19 14
inequality, its consumption, its health, its political stability and Colonial rule prevailed in wa, 1986 <
legitimacy, values and members’ life style. We, as humanity, are fect rule system was ad
shaping and affecting globalization and globalization is shaping blished administratiy i :

€ System while the South

and affecting us. | 4 .
(] \s::étlcelllllytumted were ruled directly Betwe:;nlpgzgs oo By
e i ,
h wor]?j \;ai 1.f;)lrwsl;zjh”hmIe w_hlc}} greatly intensifieda:fcieigfl?,
' ; ch the Nigerian war veterans were ab] te
e to

Nigeria between the

n
opted in the Nort a0, e

h because of its

One of the fundamental ways through which globalization affects us
today is at the level of cultural and linguistic identity (Awonusl,
2006). The culture of a society being the way of life of its members
the collection of ideas and habits which they learn, share an
transmit from generation to generation (Edewor, 2003: 195), a sociel
or individual that is robbed of its/his culture can only marginall
survive. Like a fish removed from its natural habitat to the en
surface, which is doomed to perish, anyone that loses his cultuf
and linguistic legacy is bound to expire. It has been argued thal
of the consequences of globalization is the end of cultural divers
and the super-imposition of the global, homogenized culture sei¥
the needs of the developed world and its multi-national corporatl
It is said that globalization is causing conflicts, wars and
disintegration in almost all countries of the world, leading ¥
construction of new identities and the reinvention of old
(Nabudere, 2000). Forging appropriate response to the see
irresistible wave of globalization requires a tripodal prog
strategic thinking, strategic planning and strategic action
constitutes the thrust of this paper.

Nigeria: The Making of a Cultural and Linguistic Mosaic
It is a historical fact that prior to the end of the 19th Cenii
name Nigeria did not exist. Various empires and kingdoma

what is now reckoned with as Nigeria. Such empires and i
include Oyo Empire, Kanem Borno Empire, Benin Kingdu¥
Caliphate, etc. All these administrative entities enjoyed.relal
as a result of their homogeneous cultural and linguistic (el
marginal differences. The advent of colonialism forcefully I
the disparate ethno-linguistic groups together for colonia
rative convenience. The British attacked Lagos in 1851 und
colony a decade after. Subsequent conquests brought &
modern Nigeria under British Rule, administered first hy
Company. The name Nigeria was first coined and used I
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families is fast resulting i
B e, e g in a zero language scenario. This i
e ﬁrs‘t;yl;l;lle gounger genergtion, despite beir:gs illit?:gause
e ill{?c age <_)f sort,_ is semi-literate, while th iy
iR eﬁdc;::ei;n, ]:helr own mother tongue (Ob?;'e::f
het}ﬁ?u{ B e it the cultural situation of Nigeria is,
e i i b
o p]l'loc:l:::egr gg?era;ﬂon, which is to serve as the safe al
e thcu t:ur.s% continuity, are (sic) in mostty s
g t;i aditional environment. This is a SCC.E-SCS
e for : 1s.mdy of African oral literature andno;is
- Aorcan 1:’[1 ture in general in contemporary Africa o9
e an arl)lr1 you@hs? are not born in the traditi anc}
e an_:st Emat:c injury for people to mentiono?}?e
ey tradgiiio ven many adglts do not want to have
o et n again. The hip- hop generation in th
; t,ion . uI:‘b ag'ste forming in Africa, are fast adopting :
e o u all'y eqhanced by electronic gadget ti
ural identity (Ogunjimi and Na’Allah g20050'

(languages indigenous to Nigeria) and Pidgin (the elements of which
are made up of the English superstrate and a hybrid of indigenous
substrates). All these operate within the diaglossic Nigerian situation,
the four forms of which are:

1. The Nigerian languages and its varieties especially Pidgin.

2. Nigerian languages and their varieties/ dialects.

3. English and Nigerian languages.

4. Global English and Nigerian English (proposed)

(Adedimeji, 20064a).

taxonomy of the Nigerian languages reveals five

A demographic
distinct categories of languages, which are:
a) The exoglossic languages (e.g. English, French and Arabic)
b) Four (4) very large languages (Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba and Pidgin)
Seven (7) large languages (Edo, Igala, Kanuri, etc.)
dium-sized languages (e.g. Ebira, Batonnu)
and fifty (350) small sized languages (

cited in Lawal, 2006).

c)
d) Twenty (20) me
e) Three hundred
Bazange) (Williamson,
o Cul;ure in Development
ned a
o laiuth::sig::plex whole which includes knowledge,
i ;rtember and any other capabilities and habits
e of society. It is an all-embracing enti
ol P 1ent. Most scholars are agreed that tt}?’
out its cu]'cul?c;1 itsu;fﬂ;rcllg e sl b A ai
e : ceiving itself b; ing i
t‘ :c't\}:clpped societies are great byyvfgﬁigl;gﬁn g
\ 'rogrc::;rdc'mture, promoting and enhancing itavmg
B ot ;l::. :‘l:.c colonialists understood the roalleS oa;
1! ction. Their meth
o ethod was therefore t
‘ peoples’ culture and th i
thelr own culture, their own thinki:; S};}Slteeirrna;)t\te
] T

Another classification by Awonusi  (2004) was based
hical (spread) and sociolinguk

demographical (population), geograp
ters which show that Nigeria is made up of

(functional) parame
millionaire, millionaire and minor languages.
languages are English, Hausa, 1gbo, Yoruba and Pi
function as local regional or national lingua francas. Each @
languages is spoken by at least ten million people. The mill
languages are those that have a minimum of a million speakerl
are languages that have become identified with 88
predominanﬂy speak them and they are promoted by the
Government through mass communication media, espocink
since the 1970s. These languages include Edo, Efik, Pul/ud

Kanuri, Nupe and Tiy, among others. Other

Igala, Ijo,
Janguages, in their hundreds, fall under the catogOry e figh
anguages used by few people as mother il M dnd policies. Tiii issoilf"‘:’e ;Jeth e
und developing world. Se\?:tf I?(fle:r: a;’yczla;:ﬂig Sa:?é

languages or It
hardly as language
becoming extinct, a
The peculiar Nigerian cultura
eroded by the pop culture brought by globalizatiurn
cuisine, appeares (i.e. appearance and dress), custom,
religion and other cultural components are :
pression and subjugation of

s of education. Most 0
Mullowing Mazrui (2000):

nm
lé'o.m.;zcicnsesd of perception. It reflects how
e and see their environment. For
" hr“,I ; ;:wgssmg through life without culture
i | .g guided as a blind man. The Afric
W 4 congruent with the existence of a Suprerl:lz

acculturation, the sup,
tragic phenomenon of history that is fgst destroyi B nce and
cultural complexion of not O:’lly the budding generat W e world ,:.'Ifn di?'}ere are many myths about the
and Na'Allah, 2005:36). The IR et (st ae m‘“;-';l] ‘ﬁ‘gl‘:l‘gioalzerce_ived man as
an integral part

adults (Ogunjimi
ths of t is that with the ma
s of today 18 L Allean culture thus embraced co
mmunalism as

ensnaring the you
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opposed to the individualism of the modern society. An
individual lived within a close-knit family system where his
actions and reactions were moulded by family values and
subject to familial intervention. He would not marry a wife, for
instance, his family would. Marriage is contracted not just
between individuals but rather between families. The idea of
me and my (nuclear) family that underpins modern society
therefore did not arise.

Culture secondly serves as 2 spring of motivation. What peop le
respond to as incentives or disincentives for certain patterns of
behaviour is d phenomenon which is greatly influenced bl
culture (Mazrui, 2000:5). People were motivated to work hard,
setting out early in the morning (at cock-crow) because hard

work was synonymous with success. Many oral traditions (folk

stories, lores, aphorisms, proverbs and songs) in Nigerian
cultures denounce indolence and indolent people while sever
others promote and advance the spirit of hard work.
present predilection for wealth without work, the first of H¥
seven blunders of the modern world identified by Mahatii
Ghandi, prevalent in the Nigerian socio-political syster,
then anomalous. The African philosophy of life is that what
worth having is worth working for, an antithesis of desiriing
reap from where one did not sow in the pop culture, servii
a precursor as well as catalyst to corruption in all its forma
Another role of culture is that it serves as a standi
judgment. The basis of what is right or wrong, good or B
provided by culture. Honour and respect were confe
the elderly in African cultures and their word#
automatically associated with wisdom and experience,
is often associated with old age in the pop culture,
elderly being considered as being out of tune
contemporary world, the real world of the day as opp
the old world of theirs. So, in the traditional cultug
wrong to be separated from the parents at thelr
perhaps to be taken care of by strangers in #peCis
prepared for the old and feeble, the unproductive
the society. This is right however in the modern pup
Another example is morality and sexual ronira¥
virginity before marriage was highly valued in AITIES
and was considered sacrosanct, that the Insk
marriage could be nullified without it; in modern ¢4
despised. A young girl is conventionally GXpect
superimented sex before marriage, with her even
At niher Winds of men, so as to have obtained field

(d)

The morality level
of the traditio .
ghﬁn compared tells the difference Tl otadacy emeicsice
ultu : :
g 1'?2 najsc; l ;‘unctxons as the basis of stratification. Rank
nitpgapd cilstu are all profoundly conditioned by‘ if g
determines one’sre ;Mtﬂl’ AR10). rilerremnes culture
phtde - Based. um ) institutionali
aram g 5 n institut:
gete rn':?:;: oil:lture:, espe_mal_ly its geographical cor:-xo;loarilezsg
fishing fan’ni:patmn' I\.hgcnan societies were stratified as’
Eonditioned b ti’ aIENTINN: (IO 8l sHoRietien | B
are also all ty eir culture and environments. Gender rol
home kee ei ted by culture: the woman was traditiona];) .
7 g , and man a bread winner. That various Afri?:l i
belief Yetppl-ll-'eised and subjugated women is a ct:»rnmElrl
i , history provides a diff - on
Safore i ifferent picture, e i
the African landscape was distorted and pervzl::ecéagg

coloniali i

o ;r:;:l}zl;ni:rid its consequences. In the pre-colonial period i

\ iy e;nadncil, various communities held their women iE
hi]‘ h - eed, they were apportioned social and political

| :: :;:ci::)’;d;ngly in those societies (Adedimeji, 2006b). The
] B s goddesses and priests (Yemoja of the Yc;rub 1
-t g;lre_s (Iyalode of the Yoruba), warriors (Queen A 'a)’
mhLﬂ:smn}a;s ‘moguls (Omu Okwei of Ossomari}Wr::;:gl1
e rzo{c eegt_ra of Borno), etc. As Ogunsheye (cited in
s, in pre-colonial Africa a wom
| an who
tda :’r:sﬁ r;)or; trade or who was totally dependent onu;:zsr
: i; e donl!y rare, but was regarded with contempt
o p(;l to entrench stratification: women'’s roles'
s ically relegated and while men dominated the
e (i::sl;hc;ops t!;a; yielded heavy monetary returns
rge of food crops which were ’
ﬂ:.::ld meagre fearning (Adedimeji, 2006b). s
b “nee the important role as a means of
- lrtl T}C:ultur(? produces language and it is
lln' : fc engine room of development is culture
o :’\; :t n:;n axl"x{d nog-hnguistic variables. Communi,
akes the world network, inter i
‘l:ovxlint questions posed by cxperts: are: :::1 2:1(1
A Mmm::: Of:—s;t rfmk economic development if 1){
\ , oreign languages for its dis
v:l'm‘klm nsformat.ion and in education? \;1?1‘11?;122
- "fv ::n cr()ﬂ' whcp it is held hostage so tightly to the
Mnml;‘ ”t:):':mr::]:l—nxmp;rial powers? If development
e us dependency, how can d .
atisined through perceiving the world throu:‘l,\eltoge
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0

(8)

These fundamental functions of culture indicate that sustaining
cultural heritage is as important as preserving one’s life Il
smacks of intellectual naivety, immaturity and misplaced pi
discard one’s culture. It is in the light of the foregoing thut
must think, plan and act strategically in order to salvage I
from the cultural/linguistic disaster that hovers ominousiy

eyes of the Other? These are questions that warrant thinking
about, so that Nigeria will be great.

The sixth function of culture lies in defining production and
consumption and influencing them. As in genealogy, culture
imbues certain traits in individuals in relation to production
and consumption. While some cultures may be enterprising,
others may not be so daring. The Igbo in Nigeria are noted for
their daring entrepreneurship traits. A larger percentage of

exXpressions and

proces
nationally or e ssip ses of a peo;
geographically conti
Successors and how

_ Ple usuall i
Esgonaﬂy related, and iscl‘i:‘lrll;cadlv{'nam_i/or
thesgs area, which they pass tog tll-;1 %

are passed on (Andah 1982: 45) s

or th i i
€ survival of Nigerian cultures and |

Jroc i
€ss discussed ag follows is desirable; AR, the tripartite

what is made in Nigeria, original and counterfeit, is produced t tegic Thinking

by the Igbo. While cultures may imbue productivity, other s highly essential and strategj

cultures may settle for consumerism. Attitudes to education IBuages and cultures g a‘egic that Nigerians think hjgh £

are also culturally determined. While some cultures may value : g sS their own heritage to showcagse Ot ol

education, learning, skill acquisition and training, some ' Nigerian context in part?aﬂ]s thf’ African continent in generalo e

cultures may treasure having just whatever nature and \ negative attituges 1 CLL ar, is the lackadaismal, ambivale; and

providence offer them, with the belief that nature does nul enous langu ages fIgbOaI:; E_Shegly displayed it Ni;:t' or

allow a vacuum. itlon has ar S1 and Ohia, 2001: | rian

: 5 . : ’ 2 E abl ? wara :

Culture, finally, constitutes the basis of identity. Th pment. But,g;eveljé p;CCOLl_nted for the P‘;rennia’l 201013).t This

definition of self and other, us and them is determined I Id; it rather st whent is not ‘@ magical seed that e? rost )

culture. Being Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba, Efik, Kanuri, etc. In that R hes it ere there is fertile cultural ang Engu _st1.n
. uistic

development is about

function of cultural variables like lineage system, kinship il
s because they play a

language. To be removed from one’s culture is to be deprive
of one’s identity. To lose one’s identity is to be tossed in I Mperity (Machar
; a .

wind fluttering along like a leaf separated from its parent | { ma, 2003). The dilem
The recognition of self and where self belongs is a properiy
culture. Even in modern and cosmopolitan cities where
is a wide diffusion of people, each individual still has
sanctuary, his cultural base within which he feels more &
than elsewhere. MO8 and cultures withoyt s

horizon |
' HE Oon
. rt:::: oé'oinybody Or nation (Adamuy, 2003). Th
The Survival of Nigerian Languages and Cultures in {} il attitude: th‘:te bshfmm i e deve;]s :
i what is inevi i *

Globalization
Language and culture are so critical to a nation’s develop
meaningful development can be achieved without them

an integral part of culture as: Bl o A re evaluated by 1
Culture embraces all the material and non-materinl #5p ”llf::“!:'liue. _Strateglc thinking 1nvcﬁve:l E:(;:li— ‘l’t'?ur
i : ) peria i in
of a p'eople as well as the processes w1.lh whig i T ”lulR(}od ; good, that our cultures are PO dg
expressions are commumcatec!. It has Ito.do with all the 80 live ' : id not make a iaitial good,
ethnical, intellectual, scientific, artistic and [(eche !”H 1 > Where we live; that God is good CNmakmg us
Bt when we dir - Nigeria and
ect
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emotions and as such our destiny will be ordained. America is great
because Americans think and act great.

Strategic Planning ~ Appropriate projec ol

The strategic planning requires a commitment towards presserving thi € nz’:apjpettﬂsostlr;dssghmrtrlngm?: :Owards thtaitainment; of
the Nigerian languages through the appropriate investment in the lOwards attaining the goals embeddedp_ c l}c]:a] efforts can be geared
sector of culture. This includes but is not limited to the language nters like National In é:: ;. ef various stages of the
engineering processes of orthographization, graphization, standardi- IINLAN), Nigerian Educational ReSEa: hutedor Nigerian Languages
zation, modernization and popularization of Nigerian languages \ uld have to be energlz:d and Development Council
(Ezikeojiaku, 2002) or what Capo (1990:1) refers to as codification, L and oversee the planning and ex empowered and funded to
standardization, modernization, development, reform, etc. Language bertaining to the codification standard'ecutmn of various Projects
engineering is the domain of applied linguistics that is concerned with i The dea’zh of a ] o And unctionglization
the design and rehabilitation of strategies (i.e. the conscious and death of a A g ‘anguage to a nation is akin to
deliberate steps) toward the rehabilitation and optimal utilization of ber can be e e 1s ;Yen worse, 'While a family
individual languages (Capo, 1990:1). This strategic planning, # ' or getting married to Yasgzi Ing, with giving birth to a
property of language planning, is made up of three major arean 0t be replaced as har -l natur:lp;;use. a dead language

corpus planning, status planning and acquisition planning. nguages get born. It is

Codification embraces orthographization and graphization. Whi
the former refers to the way the users of the language choouse
represent the letters of the alphabet of their language, a systeil
reducing speech to written symbols, the latter (graphization) invaol Action
the development of a writing system and rules of spelling il issue that should bother
convention of writing. Developing orthography always prece NIy is the fate of the indj e
graphization: while orthography may involve using the Ra ! singly B O ga
Arabic, Chadic scripts, and graphization makes it cuany of globalization 3.0
communication to take place from one generation to the other Al 10 the survival of in.di.ée
broader perspective, codification is not only limited to wriliig HIto nationality to prese
includes the production of primers, spelling books, grammur {
and dictionaries so that the writing of the language would be #ff
and follow a logical pattern among various writers. Standardisy
the development of a variety of language which is conaide
norm and supersedes regional or social dialect, which males
as a model or a frame of reference from other varieties. Codi/ii}
like standardization except that the latter aims expliciil
normalized (and prescribed) orthography and pronunis
prescriptive reference dictionary, etc. (Capo, ibid).

Modernization often refers to the expansion of the lexican
for the language to be relevant to the expression of the sl
modernity in science, technology, philosophy, law and §

Language modernization is the process of engineering a li
becoming an equal to other developed languages as o #
communication, It is a process involving the creation of HeWw
expressions, borrowing and development of new stylos &
discourse (Ezileojiaku, 2002: 286). Popularization in the I8
lnnguage development which involves creating appirip

Nigerian policy makers and the
nous cultures and languages in
_nd tiny (Friedman, 2005). The
it appears on the surface, is
nous languages but it behooves
rve its culturo-linguistic heritage

ent, and by extension its fi
| ent, uture.
B0 as argued, globalization is not about éncroa e

ut force in the global concern for various political

W4l Grines ravaging some parts of th ;
L e wi
with thle trends of a global world ﬁii;)zillleozfgatetglc
] Hal/national heritage is pertinent to the surv*ivil ofi:'
1, There can be no meaningful development except
: basin (Isayev, 1977). As such, decolonization in :fll
while not compromising the gains of

W Nigeria
it Wi Eaiirihtitio
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the global pool and the linguistic and cultural values of Nigeria are
veritable goods for the global market.

As such, acting strategically in Nigeria involves having a clear
language and cultural policy, which unfortunately, as Musau (cited in
Macharia 2003) observes, many African nations including Nigeria, do
not have. It is high time Nigeria evolved a workable language policy
which would preserve the linguistic rights of Nigerian languages in
the scheme of things. Other components of this strategic action
include, as Macharia (2003) submits: (a) the use of African languages
(b) the use of African names, rather than the trend for names that do
not reflect African identity (c) encouraging and supporting African
music, dance and drama as potent ways of cultural expression (d)
standardization and patronage of traditional African medicine, the
efficacy of which has been empirically established (Dopamu, 2003)
and (e) the construction and use of cultural centers in rural and
urban areas.

Other strategies of preserving Nigerian cultural and linguistic values
are.

(a) encouraging the teaching and learning of Nigerian languages
and cultures through encouraging the teachers of Nigerian
languages and motivating the learners. Governments may
consider it essential to grant employment opportunities to
linguists of Nigerian languages and provide scholarships to
study Nigerian languages at all levels of education.

(b) sponsoring the publication of literature and materials on
Nigerian languages and taking up the responsibility of
distributing such works. There is no doubt that authors would
write in Nigerian languages if they are sure that such works
would be published and adequately circulated.

(c) supporting cultural and linguistic associations or groups thal
promote Nigerian heritage. Film producers, directors and
artists that focus on cultural awareness should be recognizeil
and motivated;
compelling broadcasting in Nigerian languages at the nationnl
level. Floating newspapers and magazines in languages
spoken in various states and using the media to creals
political awareness among the masses. The Nigerian Televisln
Authority (NTA) and the Broadcasting Corporation of Niger
(BCON) should be positioned to conduct a meaning
percentage of their network transmissions in Nigerl
languages.

(d

Lunguages and the American Paradigm: A Lesson for Nige
Apainst  the backdrop of the existing apathy towards W
marginaligation of Nigerian languages, it is relevant to draw insly
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from and argue for the American multilingual model. As a melting
point of divergent cultures and traditions, peoples and nationalities,
the US offers a good example for Nigeria in terms of protecting the
~ linguistic rights of her citizens. The American paradigm is also ideal
- because as the driving force behind globalization, attitudes to
- languages in the US would show the true nature of globalization
whether it is truly, as being speculated, strictly about homogenization
- or harmonization of languages or otherwise.

As a matter of fact, the dawn of globalization saw the policy shift
from English Only to English Plusin the US. While English Only
movement used to be popular, campaigning for the use of English
alone in private and public life as a way of forging linguistic unity, the
English Plus movement considers it restrictive and limiting to rob
ericans of the values of heritage languages. The advantages of
aking many languages have thus been recently documented by
holars and researchers (e.g. Crawford, 1999; Krashen et. al., 1998;
hman, 1991). Chief among these benefits, which account for the
dominance of English Plus as a linguistic philosophy and the
tion of more linguistic space in the American educational system,
that multilingualism (or plurilingualism, especially to those who
English for integrative and instrumental purposes) is beneficial

(a) achieving cognitive and academic growth: Psychologists have

found that linguistic plurality in individuals correlates with
greater mental flexibility. This is evident in the fact that
possession of two symbolic systems provides more than one
way of solving a problem or approaching an issue. For
instance, Hakuta (1986) champions the cause of ‘balanced
bilingualism’ as a way of accelerating cognitive development;
and Portes and Hao (1998) found that cultivating communi-
cative skills in one’s mother tongue leads to a superior
academic performance;

helping with identity conflicts: A mastery of native languages
nssists people, especially in their formative years and years of
ndulthood, struggling with ethnic ambivalence or negative
nttitudes to their own culture. It enables them not only to
explore their roots and associate more closely with fellow
speakers of the language, but also to overcome feelings of
?Henation with a sense of pride in their community (Crawford,
999);

entrenching family values: As communication is an integral
urt of forging harmonious familial relationships, native
nnguages are powerful in passing across values, norms,
filvice and traditions to children. Language loss, &
tunsequence of several sociolinguistic factors, creates harriers
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within families and generations, which ultimately results in
tension, conflict and sometimes violence (Wong Fillmore,
1991; Cho and Krashen, 1998);

(d) creating career advantages: The more languages one speaks,
the brighter one’s career opportunities are. The globalized
market-place of today and the increasing diversity of popula-
tions make bilingualism/multilingualism (or biliteracy/multi-
literacy) more valued by employers. In the research of Boswell
(1998), it was found that Florida Hispanics that are fluent in
English and their native Spanish earned about 50 percent
higher than their colleagues who speak English only. Similar
patterns are found in states like California, Texas and New
York, among others. The globalized world makes linguistic
. proficiency in diverse languages relevant and advantageous
with the remarkable diffusion in international trade, science
and technology, tourism, social services and education. As
language brokers, they help themselves and others in
negotiating tricky situations in English (Gold, 1999);

(e) maintaining cultural vitality: Skills in native languages open
worlds of experience that would have remained shut not only

in literature, art, music but virtually in every gamut of
everyday life of ethnic communities. Shebala (1999) quotes i

member of the Navajo tribal council while resisting the

English-only legislation that once we lose our language, W&
lose our culture and we’re just another brown-skinned

American.

The implication of the above for Nigeria is that what is good
America is good for Nigeria too. Approximately 337 languages u
spoken or signed by the US population, out of which 176 &
indigenous to the area (Grimes, 2000). Three US states, for instane
are officially bilingual: Louisiana (English and French), New Me
(English and Spanish), and Hawai'i (English and Hawaiian) whi
another three US territories are also bilingual: American San
(Samoan and English), Guam (English and Chamorro), and Pug
Rico (Spanish and English). At least, one US territory is triling
Northern Marianas Islands (English, Chamorro, and Carolinian).

The imposition of English alone and the suppression of |
minority languages are not considered to be harmonious with
type of development that the US envisages. Despite the promineiis
English in the world and its indigenous status in the US, spokei
82 per cent of the population, it is not the US official language s
US has none (www.en.wikipedia.org). English was not proclal
national language until recently, for it was just on May 18, 2006
the US Senate voted on an amendment to an immigration refu
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that would declare English the national language of the United States
(Chicago Tribune, 2006). The sole privilege being accorded English,
which is spoken by less than 30 percent of Nigerians [though Webb
‘and Kembo-Sure (2000: 49) say literacy level in Nigeria is 57 percent]
all spheres of national life at the expense of the indigenous
languages cannot guarantee Nigeria sustainable development and as
uch, Nigerian languages should be promoted as a matter of urgency.
The vast benefits of promoting indigenous languages are too
undamental to be compromised.
It is established that, as Samuel Johnson once said, language is
he pedigree of nations (Iwara, 2003: 15) and our development of
werything from music to warfare could never have come about in the
sence of language (Trask, 1995). This realization perhaps informs
ving language the appropriate policy thrust in the US in this era of
balization. The year 2005, for instance, was declared The Year of
guages in the US and the National Security Language Initiative
8LI) was launched by the US President on January 5, 2006 while
ruary 2006 was equally declared a Discover Languages month
ecdlimeji, 2006c). Language is considered so crucial and critical that
US government encourages the teaching and learning of several
el languages including those of Nigeria in the American schools,
ges and Universities. Such as the US considers linguistic
petence in world languages crucial to national security and world
8, Nigeria must construe the preservation, the empowerment and
ent of Nigerian languages essential to national development,
ial survival and heritage. This is an important lesson to draw
the American example.

ion
I8 attempts have been made to conceptualize globalization, the
llon that is sweeping across the world. Attitudes to
lution also vary from positive, negative to ambivalent as it has
| strongly on all aspects of the modern age. One area where
silion appears to exert powerful and long range influence is the
language and culture. It is maintained that as globalization is
lex process, it is erroneous to associate it exclusively with
and cultural homogenization. This misconception has
i theoretical framework for the assumption that pop culture
tulturation are indispensable and that ethnic communities are
. lvidence from the US, the driving force of globalization 3.0.,
lo provide a different picture. Rather than suppress
iiiin and foreign languages to allow total Englishization, the
| plubalization has occasioned interest in world languages and
88 by the U.S policy makers. As such, globalization cannot be
14 he primarily about cultural suppression and linguistic
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imperialism while the US accommodates and promotes world cultures
and increases space for learning many world languages and
appreciating other peoples’ cultures. The Fulbright Foreign Language
Teaching Assistant Program (of which the present writer is an
alumnus) wherein young scholars are recruited to teach for about a
year their national/native languages, cultures and literatures at
various levels of American educational system is a case in point,
among other educational and cultural exchange programs of the US
Department of State.

This paper ultimately submits that the essence of globalization in
our own case should not lie in submerging the Nigerian languages
and cultures. Indeed, globalization is an ambivalent process that
merits neither a comprehensive endorsement nor a blanket rejection
(Nwigwe, 2003: 619). Yet, the prevalent post-colonial language
policies of Nigeria, and Africa at large, have created the dominance of
hegemonic languages, especially English (Awonusi, 2006: 62). As
such, counteracting some of the negative consequences of
globalization involves socio-political and cultural awakening among
developing societies with the tools and technology provided by the
industrialized world harnessed to preserve the Nigerian linguistic and
cultural heritage. Strategies towards ensuring this survival begin
from strategic thinking to planning and to action. Government should
start the process by according Nigerian languages the constitutional
recognition and attention they deserve and creating policies that will
strengthen their teaching and learning. Encouraging teachers of
Nigerian languages will stimulate others in developing interest in the
study of our indigenous languages. This encouragement will go a long
way in changing Nigerians’ attitudes to their languages for better and
will facilitate the language engineering process that will eventually
preserve the languages, orature, cultures and literatures of Nigerians
for rapid development and posterity.
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