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CHAPTER ONE

ARABIC EDUCATION IN SOUTH WEST NIGERIA:
THE ROLE OF PRIVATE ARABIC SCHOOLS (PASs)

PROF. A.G.A.S. OLADOSU
Department of Arts Education,
Faculty of Education, University of Ilorin, llorin, Nigeria
agasdosu@unilorin.edu.ng
08033768610

Abstract

The paper examines the contribution of private Arabic schools (PASs) to the survival of Arabic
education in the South West geopolitical region of Nigeria. It also seeks to answer whether the schools
curricular activities were conducive to teaching and learning the language. Finally, it identifies some
of the challenges facing the schools. The collection of school data (including questionnaires
interviews and assessments of school documents) was used to answer these questions.

Introduction

Nigeria is a federation of 36 states. Abuja is the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). Each of the staie

- capitals is also a commercial center. The country is located on the West Coast of Africa and has 2

population of over 186 Million people'. The country further divided into six geopolitical zones:

1. North Central, which consists of seven states: Niger State, Kogi State, Benue State, Plateau State.
Kwara State, Nasarawa State and FCT.

2. North East, which comprises six states: Bauchi State, Boronu State, Tararba State, Adamawa State.
Gombe State and Yobe State.

3. North West, which is made up of seven states: Zamfara State; Sokoto State; Kaduna State; Kebb:
State; Kastina State; Kano State and Jigwa State.

4. South East which is composed of five state: Enugu State; Imo State; Ebonyi State; Abia State and
Anambra State.

5. South South which is composed of six states: Akwa Ibom State; Bayelsa State; Cross River States.
Delta State; Edo State and River State.

6. South West which consists of six states: Oyo State; Osun State; Ogun State; Ondo State; Ekis
State and Lagos State?. This study focuses on the South West geopolitical zone of the country.
From the perspective of education, the federal and state governments of Nigeria operate a forma
Western-style education system, which has undergone much reform. At present, the system
operates a 9-3-4 structure, which means:

a. A nine-year Basic Education, including the primary and junior secondary education.

b. A three-year senior secondary education.

c. A four-year tertiary education, offered at the University, Colleges of Education for teaches
education and polytechnics or monotechnics for technical education®.

The duration of tertiary education varies from four years for the arts and social sciences, five years far
engineering and law and six years for medicine*. Aside from the formal system of public educatios.
there are also private Arabic schools (PASs) which have contributed immensely to the survival &
Arabic education in Nigeria.

Private Arabic Schools (PASs)

Researchers have written extensively on the Arabic language: its close affinity with the Semize
group of languages?; its role in enabling the west to recover major texts of Greek philosophy througs
their Arabic versions, translated into Latin, together with the summaries, commentaries am
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independent works of Arabic philosophy®; and its use in scientific works such as chemistry alchemy.
algebra, physics, medicine, astronomy, geography, optics and mathematics’. Other researchers have
written about its international significance as a means of communication at the United Nations (UN),
the African Union (AU) and the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC); and its
influence on national languages, literatures and orthographies of some languages, including Persian,
Urdu, Turkish, and the languages of Indonesia, Burma, Afghanistan, India, Iran, Indo-China and
Maltese®. Moreover, languages such as Aryan, Chinese, English, French, German, Greek, Hindu,
Ttalian, Latin, Russian and Sankrit are said to owe much in their lexical facets to Arabic’. English, in
particular, is said to have borrowed the greatest number of its Eastern origin words from Arabic'®. On
the other hand, Arabic itself is said to have adopted many foreign words, especially those from
European languages''.

To the Arabs, who are the native speakers of the language, Arabic is 2 medium of both aesthetic
and intellectual expression, realized through its wealth of prose and poetry. Within the artistic realm,
Arabic poetry is unique for its exceptional historical valudddserving as the register of the history,
achievement and glory of the Arabs'2. In the spiritual domain, Arabic occupies a paramount position
as both Arab and non-Arab Muslims are bound by the norms of Islam to use the language in all most
aspects of their religious devotions.

In Nigeria, Arabic has contributed to the preservation of some aspects of the country’s history,
culture and language,. It is particularly important to note that the Bornu Empire and the Hausa States
of Nigeria owe much of their administrative breakthroughs to Arabic language. It should also be added
that the language remained the medium of diplomacy and state correspondence and the only language
of historical documentation from the latter half of the 11" century to the 17t century'?. From the
perspective of linguistics, Arabic has made positive impacts on specific Nigerian dialects. For
example, both Hausa and Fulani borrow heavily from Arabic. In facts, up to 1,500 words can be
identified as Arabic loanwords adopted by the two languages, respectively'®. Moreover, Hausa and
Fulani were written using the Arabic alphabet prior to the British invasion of Nigeria. Indeed, up until
today, the two languages have retained the Arabic lexis for the 7 days of the week and for some of the
12 months of the year'. Furthermore, native speakers of the Nigerian Yoruba language have adopted
some Arabic lexical items for communicating among themselves. Such words include:

1. ALAAJI: A Muslim male has performed the holy pilgrimage to Makkah and Madinah.

2. ALAAJA: A female Muslim who has undergone the same religious obligation to Makkah and
Madinah.

ANNABI: A prophet.

BILISI: A devil

ALAADA: A custom

HARAAMU: Something that is forbidden.

O Ut

Al-Ilroy has written extensively on examples of this type of borrowing'®. Meanwhile, Ogunbiyi
classified Arabic lexical items borrowed and retained in Yoruba language into eight categories'”.
Various ethnic groups in Nigeria, like other communities, tend to retain original Arabic lexis where
there are no suitable equivalents. Thus, the linguistic historical and cultural relevance of Arabic to
Nigeria led to private Arabic schools committed to the language. Such schools are abundant in many
parts of Nigeria, particularly where there is a large Muslim population. The schools have been called
different names, largely determined by their Arabic educational level or interest. Some are called
Quranic schools, where the focus is solely on the recitation and memorization of the Qur’an. Others
are known as Islamiyyah schools, where their emphasis is on Islamic-related subjects. The private
Arabic schools (PASs) are advanced-level centers for Arabic and Islamic Studies, usually established
by Muslim organizations or interested individual sponsors'®, The schools are unique because of their
specific focus on Arabic and Islamic scholarship. They operate independently of the formal school
system and do not depend on any form of financial intervention by federal, state or local governments.
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Statement of the problem

Oladosu observed that most of the PASs operates without any synergy amongst them &
regulatory body overseeing their curricular activities (19, 20). Consequently, each schas
independently plans, develops and implements different curricula. As a result, the schools are demist
formal recognition from the government, particular in the South West geopolitical zone of the counss

Purpose of the study

The purpose of this study was examine the contributions made by PASs in the South Wes
geopolitical zone of Nigeria to the survival of Arabic education. Another aim was to specificals
review the curricular activities of the schools, including their goals and objectives, the qualifications
of teachers, the quality of textbooks and conduciveness of the schools’ environment to teaching za
learning. The challenges facing the schools were also reviewed. The schools’ contributions wes
measured through the number and percentage of their graduates who were eventually appointes &
lecturers at the federal and state universities located in the geopolitical zone reviewed in the study.

Research Questions
1. What are the contributions of private Arabic schools in the South West geopolitical zone &
Nigeria to the survival of Arabic education in the zone?
2. Are the curricular activities of the schools conducive to teaching and learning?
3. What are some of the challenges facing the schools?

Research Methodology
The descriptive and analytical research methods used for the study included questionnaire e
checklists and interviews. Additionally, relevant school records were analyzed.

Instruments ,

Two researcher-designed questionnaires were used as instruments for data collection. The first s

a 24-items questionnaire addressed to the proprietors of PASs. It captures information about e

Administrator.

School location.

Year of establishment.

Aims and objectives.

School textbooks and their authors.

Teaching staff.

Highest academic qualification.

School subject.

Method of instruction.

0. Teaching-learning activities and any other information not captured by the questionnaire. Relewas
inferences were made from the responses of the respondents to the questionnaire items, a cops &
which is attached as Appendix A.

VRN AW

The second instrument was an eight-item researcher-designed questionnaire, targeted for graduasss &
the PASs who were eventually appointed as university lecturers across the zone. The instrames
gathered information on:

Identity of the respondent.

Name of the PAS attended.

Location of the school (town and state).

Respondent’s highest academic qualification.

Respondents place of work.

Respondent’s gender.

Respondent’s position as at the time of the research.

S VI (O D
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8. Position or positions held by the respondent in the past; and any other information, not captured
by the questionnaire. A copy of the questionnaire is attached as Appendix B.

Population, sample and sample techniques
The study population included two groups:

1. At the level of PASs located in the state capitals of the six states of the South West geopolitical
zone of Nigeria. Here, proprietors of PASs responded to the questionnaire, designed to capture
available PASs.

2. At the level of universities offering courses in Arabic, Islamic Studies or both, in the South West
geopolitical zone of Nigeria.

Data collection procedure

Research assistants distributed copies of the 24-item questionnaire designed for administrators
of PASs. At least 10 schools and their respective administrators were from each state capital. When
the number of available schools in a given state capital did not reach 10, the data was complemented
with schools located in towns outside in Osun State, where the study sample was extended incidentally,
beyond the state capital to many other towns. However, only 10 schools were considered in line with
the original decision to restrict the sample to 10 schools and administrators across the population and
sample scope.
The eight-item questionnaire which was designed to shed light on the graduates of the PASs, who
occupied important positions at national, state and local levels, as well as in the universities. The
decision to restric this questionnaire to the academic staff of the universities was to enable the
researcher to conserve directly with the respondents, and to facilitate the process of data collection.
Here, the researcher communicated with respondents using different channels: phone calls, WhatsApp
and text messages, among others.

Data analysis procedure

Research Question 1 was answered by the rate at which PASs continue to spring up across the
six states of the South West geopolitical zone of Nigeria. The question was also addressed through
discussions with some of the school administrators.

Research Question 2 was answered through inferences made by the researcher from respondents’
responses to questionnaire items relating to assessment of teacher qualifications, quality of textbooks,
instructional materials and other curriculum-related activities.

Research Question 3 was answered by discussions with administrators and students of the schools
during interactive sessions between the researcher and key stakeholders. Regarding the two
questionnaire instruments, these were analysed using percentage indices. The data analyses and the
study findings are presented in the following tables.

Table 18. 1 shows that 10 PASs were sampled from each state capital, expect for Oyo State,
where schools were sampled from towns outside the state capital. The table also shows that instructors’
lowest academic qualification was the THANAWIYYAH Certificate (i.e., Senior Secondary School
Certificate), while the highest academic qualification was the doctoral degree, in the case of a
particular professor who was an administrator of two PASs in Ogun State. The blank spaces show
items to which definite answers were not received.

Table 18.2 shows the teaching staff of universities offering courses in Arabic and Islamic
Studies in the South West geopolitical zone of Nigeria.

Table 18.2 shows the staff of universities offering courses in Arabic, Islamic Studies or both in the
South West geopolitical zone of Nigeria. The table also shows that there are six universities located in
the South West geopolitical zone of Nigeria offering Arabic and Islamic Studies. The first three
universities are federal universities, while the last three are state universities.

1. Fourteen of the 15 members of staff in the first university attended a PAS.

2. All three members of staff in the second university attended a PAS.



Table 18.1 Private Arabic Schools in The South West Geopolitical Zone Of Nigeria

S/N  STATE  NUMBER OF LOCATION TEACHERS’ QUALIFICATION
PASS Highest Lowest

1 Ekiti 10 Ado-Ekiti BA Arabic Thanawiy

2 Lagos 10 Lagos; lkeja BA Arabic Thanawiy

3 Ogun 10 Abeokuta Ph.D. Thanawiy

4 Ondo 10 Akure BA Arabic

5 Osun 10 Osogbo BA Arabic

6 Oyo 10 Oyo and other towns MSc¢ Nigeria

Certificate =

Education

Table 18.2 Staff of Universities Offering Courses in Arabic, Islamic Studies or Both in the Souts ¥
~ Geopolitical Zone of Nigeria.
S/ University Name of Staff Number of Specific Discipline
N Staff Islamic Studies
Arabic
1 University Prof. S.H.A Malik 15 7 8

of Ibadan Prof. M.O.A. Rahman

(UD Prof. K.X. Oloro
Prof. A.A. Oladosu
Dr. S.A. Shittu
Dr. L.O. Abass
Dr. LLA. Uthman
Dr. MK. Kareem
Dr. M.A. Naibi
Dr. K.A. Omokolewa
Dr. - HA. Uthman
Oladosu
Dr. LA.S. Adebolu
Dr. J.A. Shittu
Dr. A.O. Akewula
Dr. LA, Shittu

2 Obafemi Prof. M.O. Opeloyeru 3 - 3
Awolowo Prof. M.O. Adeniyi
University  Prof. A K. Makinde

3 University of Prof. M.A. Bidmus 5 1 4
Lagos Dr. I. Musa
(UNILAG) Dr. Q. Adegoke
Dr. L. Adedeji
Mr. B. AbdulRaheem
4 Lagos State Prof. L. Akintola 5 2 3 -
University Prof. H. Sanni
(LASU) Prof. L.M Adetona
Dr. T.M. Salisu
Dr. Q. Amuni
5  Ekiti State Prof A.R. Musa - - 4
University Dr. O.K. Sulayman
(EKSU) Dr. M.O. Bello
Dr. T.M. Falemu
6  Olabisi Prof. K.A. Balogun %) 1 4

Onabanjo Dr. A. Akanni

University Dr. A. Hashim

(O0U) Dr. D. Egbeolowo
Dr. S. Owoyemi
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All the five staff members of the third university attended a PAS.

Four of the five staff members of the fourth university attended a PAS.

All the four staff members of the fifth university attended a PAS.

Finally, all the five staff members of the sixth university attended a PAS.

The grand total of the staff members of the six universities was 37; 35 of that number attended
PASs, while only 2 did not. Thus, 94.59% of the staff respondents had, at one time or the other,
attended a PAS, and only 5.41% of the staff respondents had not.

8. With this mind, it is difficult to ignore the large contribution PASs continue to make for the
growth, development and survival of Arabic education in the South West geopolitical zone. It
should be note that this analysis could be generalized to all other educational institutions
offering Arabic and Islamic Studies in Nigeria. Graduates of PASs are also engaged as lecturers
in the Colleges of Education and in other sectors of the economy, but these were not captured
in this study.

S By

Discussion
This discussion is guided by the results of the analysis noted earlier in the chapter.
Aims and Objectives of the PASs
All of the PASs aim to promote Arabic and Islamic scholarship. The aim is lofty and desirable.
However, it is usually not a balanced, well-rounded education. Students acquire relevant knowledge,
skills, beliefs, attitudes and teachings of Islam but graduates are at a disadvantage compared to their
counterparts exposed to the French and English language curriculum. This is usually because their own
curriculum is seriously deficient in teaching languages besides Arabic. The curriculum, due to its lack
of English instruction, places graduates at a disadvantage when they need to examine communicate in
a language besides Arabic. School administrators need to examine this issue carefully and determine if
it is a factor limiting the enrollment of non-Muslims in such schools, administrators should also
encourage the government to withhold official recognition of schools that do not have adequate
language instruction outside of Arabic.
Number of Male and Female students

The data analysis suggests there is an imbalance between the number of male and female
students who are registered at the PASs. There are schools were there are no female enrollees in the
geopolitical zone under review. This also requires the urgent attention of the school stakeholders
Academic qualifications of teaching staff

Some of the teachers do not possess a bachelor’s degree or the Nigeria Certificate in Education,
which is the minimum required certificate for entering into the teaching profession at that level of the
PASs.

School Textbooks

It is remarkable to note that some schools write their own textbooks for some of the school
subjects. This is the tradition at the Center for Arabic and Islamic Studies (MARKAZ), Agege, Lagos,
which was established by the scholar Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-lloriy (May Allah be pleased with
him). It is also the tradition at the two PASs established by Prof. K.A. Balogun in Ago-Iwoye and
Abeokuta. This practice should be complemented by texts by foreign authors to maximize learning
opportunities. But the textbook is not the only instructional material that teachers of the PASs should
learn how to use effectively. Several other instructional resources must be acquired and carefully used
to make each teaching and learning encounter engaging, educational and rewarding.

School library/language laboratory
The analysis of the study questionnaire item showed that more than 70% of the schools do not
have a school library or language laboratory. This is an issue that should be addressed if learners are to
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body of this presentation are the only way to guarantee the survival of Arabic education in Nigeria and
to satisfy the needs of the 21%-century learner.

Appendix A

Department of Arts Education,
Faculty of Education.

University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria.
17/07/2017

Questionnaire for capturing the curriculum-related dimensions of private Arabic schools (PASs)
in the South West geopolitical zone of Nigeria

Dear Respondent, }
This questionnaire is designed to capture the curriculum-related dimension of your private Arabic
School (PAS). The information collected would be treated as confidential and for research purposes
only. Please feel free to answer each question to the best of your knowledge.

Thanks for your understanding and cooperation

Respondent’s Bio-Data

1. Respondent’s Highest Educational Qualification:
Bachelor’s Degree [[] Master’s Degree O
Doctoral Degree [] Professor [ Others: Please, specify []
ii. Respondent’s Gender: Male []  Female 3
ili. Respondent’s Status at work: Proprietor/Proprietress []
Principal [] Vice Principal [] Secretary =
Others: Please, specify
Name of the School:
Name of the Proprietor:
School Location:
Year of Establishment:
Aims and Objectives
Name of the Nigerian Authors of Text Book Used at School:
Name of the Foreign Authors of Test Book Used at School:
Highest Qualification of the Teacher:

2200 ekt NE A Bene N e

Lowest Qualification of the Teacher:
10. Total Number of the Teacher:

11. Number of the Nigerian Teachers:
12. Number of the Foreign Teachers:
13. Number of Male Teacher:

14. Number of Female Teachers:

15. The School Subjects:

16. Medium of Instructions:
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make the best of their learning opportunities. The analysis further revealed that very few of the schui
engage in extra-curricular activities such as sports.

Challenges facing the schools

Some of the school challenges relate to funding, mis-conceptions about Arabic as a languageai
no value other than for religious purposes, lack of uniform teaching methods and resources, lact &
uniform duration for each of the educational levels and the need for the enrichment of courses s
English and scientific knowledge, among others.

Instructional Methods

As for instructional methods, some of the schools have moved away from the tradiem
reliance on the grammar-translation method of teaching. In this method, learning materizls w =
translated from the target language, Arabic, into the learners’ first language (L1). or mother tomge. |
which is Yoruba in this case. It is desirable for the target language to be emphasized and conssss
utilized whenever the opportunity presents itself. The researchers interaction with one of the schm
administrators revealed that this administrator was committed to using innovative approaches w
teaching methods, including computer and other technology-based instructional resources. These s
could be used to not only arouse the leamner’s attention or interest but also to sustain it Thu
administrator also used conversation to teach Oral Arabic. In addition to these observations. S
contribution of the PASs to the survival of Arabic Education in Nigeria is worthy of commendssm
The schools’ current frustrations are often a result of being denied access to government funds S
these disadvantaged schools have managed to survive over the years. They have also managed to &
measures aimed at subverting their efforts. F ortunately, there is now a board, sanctioned by the fadem
government, with the responsibility of devising, “an integral system of Islamic and Western Educatas™
(18). The board is known as the National Board for Arabic and Islamic Studies (NBAIS).

With this development, orie can hope that one of the major challenges facing the PASs has S
effectively addressed. This is the challenge of uniformity in all the schools’ curricular activisss
including teachers’ academic qualifications, textbooks, duration of educational programs and othes "
We hope this development will enable the PASs to gain easier access to government funds. It shasi
be noted that this board has existed under various names since 1960 before it finally became the NB&E
It is well known in the northern part of the country, where the state governments fund Arabic s
Islamic Studies programs; however, it is not a well-known in many southern states, including the Seust
West geopolitical zone. Concerned PASs should be motivated to address this challenge if they wast &
instigate change.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This study has brought attention to the massive contributions of PASs to the continuation &
Arabic education in the South West zone as well as the country as a whole. The schools should undem:
a comprehensive review of their curricular activities at each of the levels highlighted in the body of s
chapter. Fortunately, the rebirth of the National Board for Arabic and Islamic Studies by the fadem
government is a promising sign there will be a comprehensive review of the school system. Far
example, the importance of an integrated curriculum can hardly be overemphasized. It is 2 S
requirement for unifying the operations of the schools and for regulating its activities. The aims s
objectives should be broadened and the leamning experiences should be increased. Simultaneously &
curriculum content must be enriched for the schools to strive.

Moreover, these schools deserve funding by both the federal and state governments becass
their efforts serve not only the zone, but also Nigeria and the global community. Nigerians, regardism
of their religious affiliations, should avoid believing the only value of Arabic is for religious purpass
Awareness campaigns should be sensitize stakeholders of the PASs to the existence of NBAIS, s
is the official board superintending the affairs of the school. These recommendations and those = &
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17. Curricular Activities:

18. Are the Students involved?

19. Do the Students participate? =

20. Does the School have a library?

21. Does the School have a language laboratory?

22. Does the School have Ibtida’iyyah and Thanawiyyah?

23. What is the duration of each educational level?

24. Please, include other relevant information not captured by this questionnaire.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
Prof. A.G.A.S. Oladosu

Appendix B
Respondents who graduated from private Arabic schools eventually secure appointment as University lectumes
Name of Name of School Present Highest Present Position Hew
Respondent  Arabic Location:  Workplace  Academic Academic in the Past
School Town and Qualification  Position
Attended  State
Other
information
Not captures
by o
Questionnaire
Notes

1.

2.
3

Nigeria population, 2016, http//world population review.com/countries/Nigeria/populatan
Downloaded on June 16, 2016.
https//oldnaija.com/2016/03/017. Downloaded on July 17, 2017.

. Federal Government of Nigeria, National Policy on Education (NPE), 2013, pp. 14-36. Printed &

NERDC Press; 3, Jibowu Street, Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria.

Federal Government of Nigeria, National Policy-on Education (NPE), 2013, pp. 52-62 (FGN, N5
2013, pp. 52-62) Printed by NERDC Press; 3, Jibowu Street, Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria.

Hitti, P.K, “Arab Civilization: Language.” The Encyclopedia Americana. New York: Amencams
Corporation, 1976, p. 152.

Ibid, p. 156.

Sabra, A. 1., Arab Civilization: Position in Islamic World. The Encyclopedia Americana. New
York: Americana Corporation, 1972, p. 157.

. Chejne, A. G. The Arabic language: its role in History. Minneapolis: Univesity of Minnaspais

Press, 1969.
Mazhar, M.A. Arabic: The source of all the languages: Nerdlen: Kraus, 1972

. Serjeantson, M.S. 4 History of foreign words in English. London: knowledge and kegan Fau

1968.

10
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13

14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.
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Cowan, J.N (Ed.). The Han Webr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic. New York: Spoken
Language Services, 1976.

Chejne, The Arabic language

Hunwick, J.O., “The Influence of Arabic in West Africa: A Preliminary Survey.” Transaction of
the historical society of Ghana, 1964.

Abubakar, A., Al-thagafat al-arabiyyah Jfi Naijiriya. (Arabic Civilization in Nigeria) Beirut:
Makatabat Al-Hayat, 1965.

Ibid.

Al-llori, A.A. Mujaz Tarikh Naijiriya (a short history of Nigeria). Beirut: Dar Makatabat al-Hayat,
1965.

Ogunbiyi, 1. A. “Arabic Loanwords in the Yoruba Language.” Arab Journal of Language Studies,
Vol. 3, No. 1 (1984), pp. 161-180. :

Abdullahi, M.S, “National Board of Arabic and Islamic Studies (NBAIS): Emergence and
development.” In NATAIS at 40- Issues and Challenges, Edited by Badmus, O. Yusuf, Ilorin:
Nigeria Association of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 2015, pp. 77-83.

Oladosu, A.G.AS., “The Position of Arabic Language in Nigerian Schools Today.” NIJEF, Vol.
2, No. 3 (1992), pp. 181-188; and also see Oladosu, A.G.A.S., “Towards a Uniform Curriculum
Design for Private Arabic Schools” LJE, Vol 13, No. 1 (1993), pp- 37-46. 1
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CHAPTER TWO
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CONTRIBUTION OF PROFESSOR OLADOSU TO THE DEVELOPMENT
OF ARABIC LANGUAGE AND ITS CULTURE
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Abstract

The paper explores the contribution of Prof. 'Abdul-ganiy ’Abdus-salam Oladosu to the developmens & W
Arabic language and its culture. Having presented the biography of Prof. Oladosu and its cerebral acasss
excellence, the paper examines his vital contribution towards the teaching and learning of Arabic Langsss\
Nigeria, in review of two among his scholarly books. Therefore, the summation of Prof. Oladosu’s impwessn
and scholarly proficiency and efficiency in the field of Arabic studies facilitate and sustain the growss s
development of Arabic teaching and learning, research, pedagogy, curriculum planning and implemesssin

within and outside the country.
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ABDUL-GANIY ABDU S- SALAM OLADOSU learnt the Glonous Qur’an and the rudlmellsd

Arabic Language under the tutelage of late Shaykh Jimoh Bakare Omotosho Alurin in I[lobu. &

thereafter attended Ansar-ud-deen Secondary Modern School Erin-Osun and al-Ma’had ad-Dims &

Azhari, Ilorin before proceeding to Cairo for degree courses. He obtained B.A degree in Forsies

Languages and Literature from al-Azhar University and M.A in Teaching Arabic as a Forews

Language from the American University in Cairo. He returned home in 1982 and took up appointmss

in 1983 as an Assistant Lecturer in the Department of Curriculum Studies and Educatioss

Technology, University of Ilorin where he also studied for his Ph.D degree in Arabic Langssss
Education. Before his journey to Cairo and after his return, he devoted most of his time to the serviss
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of His Eminence (Dr.) Shaykh Muhammad Kamalu’d-Din al-Adabiy-author of al-Majmu’ al-Mufid
while in Cairo, he was a News-Caster/Translator at the Egyptian Broadcasting Station, i.e the Yoruba
section of the External Service Network. He spent a Sabbatical leave in the Department of Arabic and
Islamic Studies, University of Ibadan during 1995/1996 academic session. He belongs to many
professional Associations among which are the Nigeria Association of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic
Studies (NATAIS) and Curriculum Organization of Nigeria (CON) etc Also, he is either a member or
an adviser of one editorial board or another for many academic journals in the Nigeria tertiary and
higher institutions, especially al-Fikr of the University of Ibadan and Journal of Curriculum and
Instruction of the University of Ilorin. He has published not less than thirty academic papers in
reputable journals across the country. He is an external examiner of and member of accreditation team
to various Colleges of Education in Nigeria. He is at present, the University of Ilorin Deputy Chief

Imam in charge of the main campus mosque.
Al 3) W e e ol

I feel greatly honored to be given the opportunity of writing the foreword to a book about one
of the greatest contemporary muslim scholars, not only in Nigeria but in Africa as a whole. He
Eminence, Shaykh (Dr.) Muhammad Kamaluddin Al-Adabiy, who is the focus of the book has indeed
distinguished himself by devoting the whole of his life and intellectual prowess to the authors, the
According to the authors, the Shaykh’s active role in the propagation of Islam has continued for well
over eighty years now.

The book is in two parts: the first part presents biographical sketches of the Shaykh, throwing
light on his birth, growth, achievements in the field of Islamic Propagation, contribution to Arabic and
Islamic as well as moral Education. The Second part consists of one of his earliest intellectual
contribution of “Forty Traditions of the Prophet (Muhammad (SAW)” which he made popular in the
late 30s.

In this second section, the authors present a comprehensive review of the prophetic Traditions
with relevant annotations, references, translations and transliterations. The themes border on the
spiritual, religious and moral education of an individual, thereby providing the basic orientation
required of every muslim.

The authors of Al-‘Uswah are two of the several pupils of the Shaykh who have enjoyed the
opportunities of holding regular face-to-face interactions with him over matters arising from the work.
The book is thus a research oriented reference, a valid source of information, an authentic historical
document and a reliable educative materials.

I believe that students of secondary and post-secondary institutions as well as their teachers and
other seekers of knowledge will find the book a useful reference and moral/ethnical guidance in the
study and understanding of the Prophetic Traditions.

We pray the Almighty Allah to continue to guide and guard the Shaykh and to accept this work
as form of devotion to the cause of Allah and a service to humanity.

24 Rabi’l, 1422 A H.
15 June, 2001 C.E.

Prof. Shuaib Oba AbdulRaheem

Vice-Chancellor,

University of Ilorin.

Nigeria.
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