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Adeyeye: Agnes Omotayo, PhD & Abolqj; p
Omowumi W Nintoon

.\bs;racl gerstanding of gender is complex and broad a;ld also i
the Yorudd rificial ractices. Many researchers indicate aS)mmSO infl
women 11 snfe s to the religious sphere. The non-literate peoples ¢ etry
which iS00 he reason why their cultural and religiou Eoncid
1y¢ and that i th€ , a gious traditions put emphasis
h ions and se€ procreation as hfzr main vocation and task. A wom phasis on women bio-
d healer among many African people, since the basic medic aaln performs the role of a
|der women after menopause perform priestly duties toa sn]c‘}ll'e takes place within
s of the African people emphasize that spirit possession takes place more fr:qser!:tig'riee.t}l:eseamh-
women than men which they consider a reaction Fo.the inferior status of women in th}e sn .:lcélse. of
d religious life. Both men anq women are diviners among many African people A(r);:) ;polm-
ple of Eastern and Southern Africa women control the Earth fertility and they are r‘enow:edSO'FW
mekers. Women belong to secret societies in some African people. Both men and women ca eb rain-
cerers and witches, although among many African people it is more often older women \vhz .
sed of witcheraft which is explained by social and economic inequality and the desire for poa\rszra c

sacrifice, appraisal, women's roles

uen i

connces the participation of

‘ ”ected with the gender
T life to be the funda;nentai

I In Africa, 0

cal an

feywords:  Yoruba, religion,

Introduction

Goddesses were worshipped, priestess
spected in ancient spiritual traditions p

es led sacrifices and feminine wisdom was re-
erhaps it's time we reclaim that sacred equity.!

HE ABOVE QUOTE NOT ONLY CAPTURES ATTENTION, BUT ALSO DEPICTS AN UNDENI-

ft’:e ‘fllljslraliorl about women'’s roles and participation in sacrifice and other fac-

*’3‘-‘8r0a.(T)h:.()rlll)a rehg|9n and community at large. The Yoruba .of Nigeria occupyla

ey -’R‘:pub)ll i‘zreffol'nfi in the South-western part of Nigeria, and in som¢ parfs oi D}:!-

W"\"ig“’nonh& Bde".m) and Togoland. Their influence has even spread be)org tme
f",{')f)ndu, Ekiti, 0 ards into Nupeland. But predominantly, the Yoruba bglung to Ogun
'Usun and Lagos States of Nigeria with a Substantia] portion of the pop

%91 of the K o .
g
i,’}lf‘*n tan mg sl:.gd ),<Wara States are also Yoruba (Awolalu & Dopamu 200% Noth;ni
“dag with certainty about their population since itwasd Jong time 4§
nd they are regard-

b » inpendabler
" ] : 4
g, e Of gure. All that we know is that they are many, 8 e gion, a8
. " 1] o

g ¢ Most ad ;

ey, h’,“”“merc(. b vanced communities in West Africd eSPGC'a"Y O
g ¢ @ long } tducation, art, intelligence overnmentand warfare. These B0
. ' e o to lle-Ife where the)

that ng histg
the 4 " and they trace their ancestral hom¢

Ctof ¢ . ances
reatic o ' a common ¢
tion began, They all claim to have adac
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_Theys eak the same language, though there ,
tor, Odl:}‘::‘;?a]ectgi gf:oups can be named the Egba, EXkiti, Ibz;eadna
among Lo " e and Oyo- H owever, nl

' . < The more oneu
hat has, througho

conceptual framework w
was intrigued with the Yoruba cosmology becay :
) se II F"J oy

.

f creation rooted in the pantheon of gods and the;
fying the name Olodumare, I would Sa;lrhsu;,-..'_"n
L € nan 2

left as it is called because He is the unique king or chief who holds the ..~
authority and has the quality which is superlative in worth, and He is " SCeptg,
ermanent unchanging and reliable. No one living or dead is called t;] Atheg,, °
the unique superlative worth of His supremacy. Aand g,
One of the most significant practices within this religious framewor .
known in the Yoruba language as ebog. Sacrifice is the act of offering thorlfrs S8
he divine Power or powers. It fonﬁsafle‘f ofg,
SSeny .|

" mal or person, or SOme objects, tot
of every religious Ccer d it is fundamental to worship. Sacrifice is --
] C,‘:;.

means of contact or communion between the divine and man. It serves asthe,
through which man maintains an established relationship between himseh'”-\-f
ject of worship. It is also valued as the most effective means employed by ;
ence the divinity to be interested in human affairs. To the Yoruba people, s
most valuable offering is the life of that which is offered. And this they find ol
of animal or man and since the life of an animal or man is symbolized by blood
African people regard blood offering as the most precious offer they can g‘i\f:l;
of the supernatural to reverence the exaltedness of the spiritual powers. |
The foregoing explains the phenomenon of human sacrifice in the past. Tis¢
a practice found in every race and culture throughout the world. It has been ==
by every nation at one time or the other and the motive is one. That is, in 0
isfy the Divine, the best must be given. Also, in times of special need, when U5
drought, epidemics, war, flood, and calamity people considered it expediexltthzi{‘-
should die to save the ambassadors of the nation who should take special e
the other world. Nowadays, the sacrificial animal se |
ek to elicit 3™

still represents the supreme act of total giving. Worshippers s¢ L
e from the gods, ancestors, Or spirits. This act of giving is deeply ™ fp ~

f faith, gratitude, or penitence. It is based ona

;ty; the belief that result in blessings, protection, or assi
oruba !.mderstanding of sacrifice extends beyond mere ritual to €t
expr;;snon of their theological beliefs.

e . . - . : : i ;
Sigd sftudy is divided into four subheadings: introduction the Yo i
of womzngender{ the content and content of sacrifice in Yoru v pan
“How do wl: rrSlacnﬁce. The paper concludes with a question whic .d:“ '

i en experience a i ifi ’ ir spirt
tion in recent da)'s'?P nd-roles in sacrifice shape their SP
The role of :
wo . . . . 1ol i
men in sacrifice within the Yoruba religion 1 adi

]E((au

. g AL
their language isrich in pm\_edf)e. ljeby |
nderstands these, the more thes' follg, %

ut' the ages, served as the basg le;ad (f
hich provides the structure fOr?}:“r“"-;'-
Eir ‘__~".

richness 0
n

eneral
jiefs and practices.l

riched mythology 0 tion
Olodumareé2 rather than justi

emony, an

respons

senting a gesture O l
m.

stance in returl-
compes
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Jlyzes the works of Ezeanya, Oyeronk
he role of women in sacrifice in YZ};\:;O:@}?;:: il

. n.
ot izing t
explo” | phasiZinG - i
[ose jempt®” orn into an enviro :
an® f’;nd ]lesa";:’mat women ‘:‘]:‘;; must be recognizZ(r:ln 1e § ]t]hat 2 gy poane
, sert 5 nason ) "o 10 a1l as igi
wﬂ” anyd ass is reaso e pects of religi d
-l rt on and enlarge B Bt
| P]'g;i()n’ and f:nkc in her wers re:iS; the Yorublsrgﬁ-m.em of her Ph.D. thesis at the
in l}ah’l}" Oy'er-n discuss ©" Wante b dre- igious sphere argues that wom-
G e plord en and womern, DOYs and girls, rulers and their subjects and

@M v 0
$7 oty . ade up© i i i iti
Tl e e 1 st b o
¢ : : i v ' -
(\;n i life 0 t-ng that the social pattern affects the religious Patterﬁg:‘n‘;i‘(’io(:‘l:’;lil:;
L e e8I from these: T
i amu in their views on sacrifice and the participation
Fﬂfthe.mlroﬂ;ba {piit way of acknowledging the roles of women in sacri-
Uf“-olﬂ‘f“ 'n,fﬁ,ctivcnt‘ss of the ro]f?s Playgd by them. Women play an important role in
L eand! t.d ! icipating in sacrificial rituals, often serving as priestesses, ritual spe-
parin ’ todians of cultural knowledge. (2000, 290). P
1S K that women are the spice of religion. There are areas of

cialists a° ifully remar
peautitully
llesanmlvhlfch only women can fulfill. They do not only bear life, they cherish and

ife for the coming of another life. (1996, 5). His argument is concentrated
more sentimental than men folk and they commit themselves
O eseredly ' ds of liturgy (g public form of worship). By supporting Ez-
s view On women being soaked in religion, Oyeronke va.luable insight on women
1 Yoruba religious sphere, Awolalu & Dopamu, and Ilesanmi’s broad diversity under-
cores the importanceé of women in preparation of sacrifices.

ization of Gender

f men and women, boys and girls,
unity has a role to play in the so
It must be pointed out right

omen aré
the fact wome
" to all the deman

rulers and their subjects and
cial, political, economic, and
from the beginning that the

Yoruba Conceptual
A society 1S made up 0
every member of the comm
religious ife of the community.
socal pattem affects the religious pattern.

Most West African societies are patrilineal. To all outward appearances, it seems as
ilft‘his world is predominantly male. The social, the economic, the po]itical and the re-
igous tatus of women is viewed with indifference and at times with contempt. Tradi-
:LOE:. -‘;f'ef:m to emphasize the fact that women are to play subordinates roles; they are
o r;]and not heard, Traditionally, in every home, the man is the head he owns

ythe house but also all that is contained therein, including the women. In oth-

N
S;f::sz;vn‘;VCOlr:en constitute part of man’s wealth as he deems fit. In practice, among
and they Co'lﬁd"“l)s. women were not allowed to eat at the samé time as their husbands
not eat with their husbands.4In great respect they would kneel down
4 them food or dri

when he
/ addressed their husbands or when they serve nk. When

We rement,

¢ o

'egardetil: a;rehglon has to do with the Holy and that womer every month have

Sandypy 1o reated as impure in consequence of menstruation, we ¢an under-
le worship functionar- .

¥ in Afyi
| ’ IC
8, Whilgg Women 2 mO'St of the shrines are presided over by ma
re discriminated against, and can only play subsidiary roles.
reat deal and could

gthe Y, oy
Oruba, it is widely held view that women gossipa g

> 69 <
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cocret, As @ resultof this, they are usually k"bt i
s \quire secrecy. On such occasions, oy, "o,
o, AMong the festivals fr('rrl which t},:”"“ ,“ﬂ
tioned 00 Egungun, Agemo, P',Iuku, and Aril,,y.,l'*ru, »/
i @ woman sees Oro, she will surely die |l“‘- I,

arin ba foju kan Oro, Oro a ghe ¢ [if a Womap kil
| !

5 (

1s which ¢

108
ritnd
‘ mvmuni

‘("i : :
partl [ J could be M

i ' e

L Yorubd 58) g
the 17 of devour her}:5 o I |
geine ¢ als that women are usua y MOre in

er

1o phservation reve
‘n'ca”"' (’l,s 1 . 1} [4 ', ,‘ ] + £
e «t all religious congregations as they are many the ylar(. also pigy and
04 Je manner, men say the women are sentimental and S"P*»"Stm,),’,"“.

omen by men may not be fair. Lfke her male counterpar;, the Mx, h
born into an environment that is thor.oughly soaked in religip i
d 1o the same religious influences as, if not more than, the ‘nm‘n':f“

Supreme Being, the Divinities and Spirits, the ancestry| Spirif.‘ i
believed to be very active in the African World. “Sh, fea’.;x:

8°

in alm |
put in deris!
gessment of w
uba woman is
hersell expose
o relate to the
mysterious powers
[zeanya:
that she has a real part t0 play
those related to her. She canno

which the day-to-day life in an in
powers above man; & society in which one has to constantly come to terms wigf, ;.

tutelary spirits in order to live a successful and peaceful life, a society in which ey,
the unidentifiable spirits have a part to play in a persons life.7

in order to obtain all that she needs for her |,

¢t afford to be a mere passive member of 3 SUQGCE{:

dividual, male or female, is taken into accoupy b‘,-rw.:;
.!b‘

Yoruba society assigned various roles and tasks to individuals based on their g,
but these roles were not absolute. Women, for instance, played significant roles n
litics, and spirituality, and could delay positions of authority in these areas Thel,
ruba concept of “Aje” and “Oriki” showcases the importance of women'’s roles and
significance to the society.8 Aje refers to the spiritual and mysterious powers asocias
with women, while Oriki celebrates the success and attributes of individuals, inc
women. Yoruba mythology is filled with stories of forceful female deities, suchas
Osun, and Yemoja, who represent various elements of femininity and female po
These myths demonstrate the importance of women’s roles in shaping the word=
human destiny. For instance, the myth of Osun, the goddess of love and fertility, em:*
sizes the importance of women’s roles in securing the fertility of the land and the o*
o e S he o Oy he s s
e d proorod z;; t'cuy Of women in shapmg the forces of nature. :

s B Bals agd - lwn:) gen(.lcfr is seen in their art and symbol‘s. \or;‘
il i of e o Th:: ﬁspuionalmes in supportive roles,. emphasizes tt:“
power and the Opon Ifa \:Vhich ree On fymbols Sl.l(:h as the Aje which wewaﬂ;'hine t
ther stresses the impurt’anc ch represents the wisdom and knowledge of the ¢ -,
e of gender in Yoruba culture. In contemporaty s

Yoruba

conceptualizati g

on of gender h; S T TR qanditt

gendFer V;!\rsalillty and divursi{;y wder has notable implications for our underst
oy 2 Bt offers meaninofinl ine: _ g fand®
ure in shaping o, caningful insights into the importance of contex! ol

‘

. i r undera Y

0 $

Pposite ideas of gender alﬂdnding of gender, It emphasizes the need to move s
A€ to Identify the complexities and nuances of hu?
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1 this complexity, we can y

ork
; B)'accepgiet)" where individuals are e cOgntiOZ\:d . creag,

A athet §0 ender. , and respected Ore inclusive
End f";eig of dielf%he yoruba conceptualization of gen . Wh they "
I'fj:jlr:ffondu?z:l(l)l'lli;b]e “ndersmndi?g mtg the C“ltl]re andl;z)sce_l bl’oad anq A

hat oﬁ'erS‘he different facets of Yoruba gender Concepyg 'ty 0f the Yo Plex o,
7% jing of the importance of gendey adaptaj;,. " Can glg, - Uba pegpe
A I ard in our understanding Ofgender, it is k4 acCesSibili 8ain Meaning.
NI:“ o f()fr»l'lt“ra] context and the importan, of y lcr_“Cial that . 2" faimeg,
j;]iﬁcancfd(i)ialcs' regardless of their sex. aluin
N .., lv

I &
. and reveri: €08Nize the
975 b people’s understanding of gengey ;o ¢ efforts
( eiOZ‘l’u des the spiritual and mystical a5
bt glso I he Spm[ua] realm is inhabited by

Pantheg Srience,
¢molog ique characteristics and attril, " of gog and In Yoryp,
heir own unique utes. Thege deit; gOddeSSeS, each
i\i[h t' bOth male and female facets, ShOWCHSing the 185 are

yin

S N » 0 en
sha he Yoruba's spiritual practices such g5 Ifa di Ymbiogig of th Portrayeq

S : g (S Se)(es in Y

ht. T ’ : QVinatiop 4y, orubg
tEouaglsﬂ reflect their understanding of gender. 1, divinatiop gy, ;- 5'"gun Masquer-
P[4
¢

ir:m puman afars. [n 13 Vit oo (;S O,f male ang female gy often bfeP lnslg_ht
uhmen N playing ,mP}:)rtahnt roles in the divinatjop, Process, Alsol‘rEred with
maserade 2 Spl'l'ltlial'pra.ctice ’ at. onors the ancestors, showcage the in’i gungun
et by mal? taining traditions whereby the ancestral hoyge i seg?“{’ ce
woman called “iya agan. it

t limited
pects of human e? th,e Ph}'sical realm
e

The Contents and Context of Sacrifice in Yoruba Religion

Different things can be offered to a divinity, depending on his taste and th
o the sacrifice. Among other things, sheep, goat, cow,
ridge and other food items can be offered as sacrifice.

tachalso has his food taboo. Extremities and entrails of animal victims are usually ex-
posed in a bowl before the shrine, They can also be placed on the ground in front of the
temple or shrine. At times, they are laid on the emblems of the divinity. Sacrifices may
beexposed at cross roads or at the market place, they may be buried, they may also be
shared as communion or as a sign of friendship in which case the sharers regard them-
Selves ag having communion with their god. It is believed that primarily, all sacrifices
belong entirely to the divinities, That is why certain sacrifices cannot be shared among
“orshippers. Also, the way certain sacrifices are treated depends on the prescriptions
of the oracle.g T
g ,Th‘emntext of sacrifice in Yoruba religion is deeply rooteii in thef ng;baang(;’ ddess:
6, ::cl?baSEd oh 8 complex cosmo]ogy. that ineliges a m]“]ttl):]li((laig t}%at the universe is
tors and gther supernatural beings. Yoruba people

: lay their partin
licate balance of forces and that huraan beings must play

Persg )p- Cally offereq to specific gods or ancestors each OfWh{,)e offered to Olodumare,
the Sl? a,e » POWer, and domain, For example, sacrifices may
"¢ Deity, to seek forgiveness and protection.

; € occasion
fowl, pigeon, €gg, yam, rice por-
But as each divinity has his taste,

>71<
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nts of s.acrl}?;;;lr‘e:ivas well as the occasion anydu;l:“:\ding on
Jor cestor bjlxnfnima] offering, such as goats, sheep, or l’\l?ls()sfe of thi}le B,
ic 89 ay include ar and other offerings such as, clotheg },,, ", °0d oy, ey
etables, gm.";s fferings, sacrifices in Yoruba religion (lﬂds N¢ rr: 0
to these mateflf1 S‘)Songs, a;nd dances. These performans;‘o % V(‘(r'
nces, such as Pra‘}’:}r]e’ gods and ancestors and to express th: s? ¢ 10'iri‘}n,llpli:
yresence and pol\:;efp zrs. When offerings are made to the gods anq atr::mi Vg
wde of the wora Sni (E)d by prayers and invocations that are beljeyeg o ac:_ﬁs
always accOmP nd to ensure efficacy. Vate p, Vi
of the offterml%s a eople believe that sacrifice has the power to restore |
Th.e oo a't,)ersz averting crises that might arise from disobedje ) lanceand,
o "llutl}tles:}:lan;;e ma;l’s destiny. Sacrifices are regularly offereq to S}):ctigf espiri}r
i?irt%ei}:eir own uniqueness and att‘ril.)ut?‘s andlarefbﬁlieve?d t0 Possess diz (iiein(.hl‘:
and capacity to influence human ‘affzfur_s. T'he role of the priest or diviner i n ‘Pv".-...f
the context of sacrifice in Yoruba rellg}on. - Portg,
These spiritual leaders serve as intermediaries betwctfn the humyg, @
realms, giving instruction on the proper performance of sacr ifice. Throygy, theirk]‘”:"
edge and ideas, priests and pries'tes.ses ensure that sacrfﬁces are made 2wy [E'f"'
appeasing to the gods and effective in acquiring the-deS{red results, i
In Yoruba society, sacrifice is not limited to specific rituals or festiyys butiti,
tegral part of daily life. Many Yoruba people believe that sacrifice is crucial for main&
ing a good relationship with the divine and also to ensure the well being of an ngy;,
al and communities as a whole. The practice of sacrifice in Yoruba religion hasalg,.
influenced by Islam and Christianity. Many Yoruba people have incorporated sty
of these religions into their practices which result into a distinct blend of spirituz
ditions. In spite of these influences, the core principles of sacrifice in Yoruba religionr«f
main undiluted and unchanged, reflecting the enduring significance of this practc:
Yoruba culture. We can summarize this section by saying that the whole gamutof.
man motives in worship is seen in the simple basic idea of a gift in sacrificen i
part of the giver, the offering of the gift may be accompanied by a feeling of toil¢
surrender or by confident intercession and on the part of the recipient whichis lhfi'
 vinity, the sacrifice is taken as a means of restoring the balance of relationship bf“fi_
him and man, The divinity, by accepting the gift will permit the renewal of conta®
fellowship in order that all will be well with man.

The Role of Women in Sacrifice b
The truth of the matter i that there are moments in a woman’s life when new:en‘&'
Ztes to'her to be ‘more religious” than her husband and this is so becaus¢ Sl;:. et
rie’sr)l’):zogf;;)ft};e do.meS‘iC problems than her male counterpart. For Lx‘ll)n;P o’

nows ?he :()),blor nine months and she is hedged round with iqnurn_er;‘ o [hed’;
ent crises S}l‘)e fac:Ter:; tt:;]lcounte.rs before, during and after child l::i N
the pregent medical facl; . teething Perlod.of her baby to adoleSCfn 400 o
ities were not available, she would depe

i
#
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(AS e, e

; “Cember 2
,edicine men, offering the Prescribeq ¢ 025
nes A 1l that was necessary to be done g re)
0ing ives of divinities, They pla

andn fice
s, taki
‘ ; ate we totakmg the Prescribed
S 3% e seen a5 W e N essenping - ANCeStra] g
women &7 d growth. John Onaiyekan poingeq "tal role ; e

. 2 0“ n n]alnt e,
w peopk‘ is an affair completely controlje as a pyle aining

- db » the Yoryly
snt on to show si the a re-
But he weh gnificant exce ti adult myle section

;\%i,‘c (¢ dthe i)henumcnon og'O.foﬁ who-m hf'.‘ described a;O-':v:)O the 8eneral nyles 45
W esoteric and deep e 5 DCIety, involving Period; "N who are initiat-
el ‘”[O,BH : py are CUnS'dered the “Wives of Ebora” and lm]ikeC "y authentjc spirit
?,\;:csmlﬂ 7\ nother go(?d examp.le of Women espouseq ¢, i\(r)i € Women (Onas
y 19“3-[)6“3 state, Nigeria. There is a .lelnlty Cfilled Uthieny Whr;n;les is among the
l-fhgbqt nd taboos about sexual relations for his devotees, « . dC has very strong
,,;;,;‘Amonso o, as a rule, have husbands. Their rightfy] husban( i }(:Votees called ey,
amebo a1l that a woman owes as a duty to her the god of Urhieny,

g ) = n] .
gnd the} Pa)fh(lhe female devotees...that the god keeps th use. It is the com-
Ny at night as hys.

mon be]j(‘f o

"1 does to his wi ; .
fas.f\%f;:zn used their skillful arts and craft in making some i

-« sacrifices. I our !qcal markets, it is. women wh'o are know]
7 calabash and traditional pots .used In maklng rituals and sacrifices and they often
- Jown this knowledge and skills to their daughters and otheryoung women in theis
:;,.r;munnivs. Itis of a good interest to note that women’s roles in Yoruby society are not
‘mited 1o the domestic sphere but alsq exter?d to the PlllbliC sector as well13 They often
4 positions of authority and pqwe.r in their communities and play an important role
+ decision making and critical thinking.

some remarkable women serve as traditional diviners and healers during sacrifice.
i many Yoruba land, some remarkable women are divinely gifted with special gift of
wdling, They alleviate psychological disturbances and utilize a combination of divina-
wn and healing to bring assurance to the disturbed and restoration of health to the
k They consult oracles, prescribe sacrifices to be offered and give herbs to be used.
.’: rcent days, women are known for their sound knowledge in the use of herbs, han-
“ (hldren's ailment and women'’s medical needs in the areas of gynecology and ob-
i:?f; dln Iwo, Osun State, there is Madam Sinatu Iya-Ab.iye' Agbgmola Se“./e.dayepo
m;a 4, (Dopamu & Awolalu 2000, 279). She is a specialist in African medmme and
: “Ims o have medicines for stroke, hypertension, diabetes, tuberculosis, dysentery,
& ’f}ﬁ;“’f@”"”(‘.v problems and many others. ,
Wil s ong the Sefwi ethnic group in Ghana called Alue Festival,

pnity.

€m compg
"
fe"12

Strument used in mak.
edgeable in the making

lon / H " )
When women and girl show their natural be

" Mricipants iaht days. The wed-

U0l the :]:l:l "Sare young ladies and women. The festival lasts eight days. Th‘]‘:; du

Vel ‘' r::'_a‘ the outskirts of the town is usually done by women a'.]d th}fyfa,:(i\i‘l

g 8 N0Ugh foodsty ffs to feed the family and visitors during the fe

% gy Shou 80 to ¢} in f { the festival, (Awolalu 2000

gy, M 0geq 1e farm in first two days of t auty. Asa par of the
, g 3 " ‘~ and Wit

s»zebtf;‘;cfs of cy mlv?al‘? be nude - they only wear beads to cover thurtl:vtfl)’“[:arade the
e iy ‘s"?) they cover the genital area, In their nudity, roun

€, Singi g8 They dance

ging Alye songs, most of which are profane.
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b the oose dresse |

imes at the end of which they Il"“ lo ) _“‘i)“ e wanyy, |

the (oW y three lu'“‘l'l nﬂl\cd ﬁg“rc of a girl. one \‘ﬂ;) Lo l'(.(]llLSl |ll y Sayin . by l.ur.‘ ‘ ‘

Jook & o , soup!” On hearing this, the girl O youns ady whiskg g, "tr,

js “Prepare me ds, “to nu ngy(!c! that is “Put salt in jr» ey |

o loth, When one¢ adds, . 14 the ., |

¢ raises her clO® d is prepared and taken to the main ancestra] g« 8y,
y ide. When food is prej #otant at the fine, 4, ™
(he other sid¢: blessed by the officiant at the ancestra| shrine b,

 young ladies are

food is given 10 the supplicant

; sdium in Pirit
Women serve s '.m . o oe with the spirit world. They 4¢ Posg,,
and in this way they link human beings with tha #p hey act a5

os for the deities that possess them. In [sarun nc}z]:r Ak;:re, hondu State, the
Olua, is believed to have a spouse (Aya Olfla) th ‘roug | :Nt .Om (illua Manifeg
(Awolalu & Dopamu 2000, 292) The mgdmm is a p‘r‘ltfs €88 WhO is possesse Py
Annual Yam festival and who "W(.)llld bring r‘nessagc? rom l},w lelnity  the t
community or to individuals within an'd ‘Ul‘ltSIdfi the community, Whep Posse
priestess would speak as if she is the divinity himself and has to be addregseq A
culine pronouns. ' | |

Women's participations in singing and dancing during sacrifice. At llaye Bli «
devotees of Orinlase are all women — the priestesses, the chanters, the singers 1
strumentalists and the dancers. The priestesses are usually dressed in imma'cﬁf;"

white blouse (buba) and wrappers (iro). They wear plaited hair to which is an ..

brass combs (ooya ide) and the red feathers of the parrot’s tail (ikoode). During e
uals dance, chanting and singing, some of the devotees are possessed by the SP%.;;
Orinlase and deliver message to the people.is At any religious ceremonies where
are not excluded, women outshine their male counterparts in singing and dancing T

is appositely Ilesanmi when he asserts:
Women are the spice of religion. They are more sentimental than men folk, con
mittingthemselves unreservedly to all the demands of liturgy, especially where there
is no prohibition for their taking any role in the religious drama. They put up their
best in dress, in body decoration, in recitation, chanting and singing, in choreogrs
phy, twisting their bodies in a warm boneless fashion to raise their spirits high to the
level of the divine...16

women an¢ as prayer is said for the blessing of childre, — "y

time of sacrifices. They experience g

Moy, *

Plbe

(U[E]Ar, 5

Won}t:n as deified ancestors in the making sacrifice. Ayelala is one of the deified 1+
tors in Yoruba land. She was originally a slave woman brought from Ekitiland 0 k;b
00 ol b s iy
et  llaje and ljaw who were at war with euch' othe.r.n' '
»Jvilh Chr‘] into war »}/llh each other because Keko a commoner in llaje land €0 "
o, Ol;:fTTlf?clanls wif'e and fled to ljaw land to avoid justice (Av\folalu &wli}':tf“
impo'rtan't Chie}lsua dpumshment for a commoner who cohabited wnh} 9 o)
0ot want to givevtlas K"'l‘ith- Keko knew this, hence he fled. Because the lja‘l P,am. I
men of goodwill stz e.: 10 the llaje to be killed, war broke out hotwe®’ e’
if Keko was not to dilzpL Into the matter, and a compromise was 1¢¢% o
stitute and eventuan;, iﬁ:bSl(l)ttut}? must be got. The ljaw agrt’%“d to ](.u-)l:lr;:bs““‘“f‘;
sacrifice. Ayelala was not {hi r ,t le slave woman who was uﬂe_l‘cd ‘n;“, qame o
quence of her dereliction wh ¢al name, but she came to be giver the ot
when she was about to die for the sin $1°
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yelala means “the world js o - etember 9095

. )(_’( f\ 3
o diale at or ;
or lnCO

,92)- m
mu 2'}10“’ she came (O be defied cannot he o: prehensibl@ (
ails @ to see that fair pl Loven by,
Pet¥ ;o had agree d g ‘.’1 Ay prevails g Wice it g ¢
5 dIE% pess N any shape or form will be Punisheg, T, 8 the jayy o W that before
LA, ain peuplc who acted contrary ¢, ' r‘. ition 5 nht e llaje and

.
aat W th, cert i
8 ys deatl "o ala, Such victims swelled in at so
a3 "o ro Ayelala- ¢ €din limbg N ng on after

and ahq ms of the tocl

b led to their "mk"(;g CUn‘fPSSIQn of sins Committeq y " Ad had teryi
on W overe Ayelala an to set up shrine for her 5y (, & Thus gy o 1l terrible
. or shrines soon sprang up in different place Tita Ayela], whe aje peo-
almost always thought of as an ““ti-w-cim ki ipupe Dir(_e she was
pevond: " orality. She is known and referred to ag thelf edne Vision ang
af of 5001 . passt‘Sj"dgmpm when the evil doer has for
om0 T e different roles played by a woman, she y,

res b demander of what should i
I‘ntt’ y o urned to demé ¢ ould be used in ; €m of sacri-
h(e.;nd her (Awolalll & Dopamu 2000, 91-92).

yemade ©

¢ Awolaly

me

od. Oth
9 cpe is NOW
Qlleen OfJU X

Conclusioﬂ kes a comprehensive examination of th
i udy underta the reco
r‘LJ!esl'n“)ﬂ.lb

> f women in sacrifice is a cioni women’s
cosmology. The role ¢ ifice is a i &n
a ) gnificant aspect of Yory.

" s practices and beliefs. 11 Yoruba culture, women play important part in i
;m,mal-mension of sacrificial rituals, from p.leparatlon to execution and their inyolve-
—ent s crucial for the success of these sacrl.ﬁ(_jes'zo The substantial of women’s roles
- acrifice is rooted in Yoruba cosmology giving recognition and importance to the
%Qmale and the showcasing their role in maintaining peace and balance in the world.
The importance of women’s roles in sacrifice extends beyond their practical involve-
nent, Women's participation in these rituals is also symbolic of their spiritual power
adauthority, highlights their capacity to communicate with the divine and influence -
4e furces of mature. Their role is also seen in the reverence accorded to female spiritu-
Jkaders and priestesses in Yoruba land.21 These women are known and respected for
teir wisdom and ability to interact with the divine and are often sought for counsel.
Terexpertise in sacrifice and other spiritual practices is highly valued and honored

{:dtheyperfonn animportant role in keeping the spiritual well being of individual and
U communities, 22
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