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ABSTRACT

The spate of unlawful conducts by security agents ;

particularly in the course of fighting cyber ﬂu,ﬁn Niéﬁ;n:;mn:‘t &mm; Unlaw
from brutality, arbitrary arrest, illegal detention, defamation, extortion, briberyand - Public P
extrajudicial killing, these conducts are excruciating to the public and have  SEcurity
attracted several reactions including public protest and continual distrust of
security agents from citizens and victims of these misconducts. The
consequences of these unlawful conducts are particularly damaging to the
victims. Against this backdrop, the research examines the spate of unlawful
conducts by security agents against citizens in llorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. The
areas selected were Tanke, Malete and Oke-Ose. Guided by Gottfredson and
Hirschi's General Theory of Crime (GTC) and Agnew's General Strain Theory (GST),
the study adopts qualitative method (involving in-depth interviews) to generate
data from twenty-four (24) respondents who were purposively selected through
snow-ball sampling technique. Content analysis reveals that majority of people
complained of the high vulnerability of citizens to unlawful misconducts and the
extent of citizens' sufferings resulting from the brutality of security agents ranges
from fear, monetary loss and injuries to psychological traumas and loss of lives,
Therefore, the study recommends strict punishment of ‘bad' security agents and
instituting compensations for victims of secu rity agents’ misconducts.

Introduction
The rate of unlawful activities by security agents all over the wutld— #g-
and extortion to brutality and extra-

worrisome, mnging from arbitrary arrests : tra-
ence and severity of these unlawful

judicial killings of i ent citizens ersist

judicial killings of innocent citizens. The p ; g -
practices by security agents constitute a major source of cun-:err:n t'u.crmﬁn;log;sts?,_‘ o
psychologists, parents and guardians. Of all unlawful activities and police

: ’ . . TR icalafiahe 8
. . -~ -t countries, lice brutahty ,
misconducts that occur in most po parti .’ﬂ?‘w_

.d 3 i .
widespread. ainst police brutality and racism for e

Few of the cases include the protest ag ’ o
George Floyd that started in Minneapolis in the USAon Mayfiﬁ'iﬂff[iﬁiiﬁsﬂ (v
Kolade Johnson who was shot in his nt*ighbourhmd b}"lﬂ;':’ ;ifve football match

F -a c I"(\
unit of the Nigeria Police Force (NPF) where he was W 5 oAl

ng, monsuratisiaka@gmail.com < Dupel'lmﬂ'ilof Criminology and Sect -

Stud \ct: Monsurat Isiaka @ isiaka.m@unilorin.edu.ng. ;
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98 MOMNSURAT ISIAKA Ph.D

between Liverpool and Tottenham in Lagos on March 31, 2019; the December 20,
2020 case of Philippines' police officer in Paniqui, Tarlac named John Nuezca who

shot two of his neighbours, Sonia and Frank Gregorio because of an argument over

an accidental noisemaker: and the Kenyans protest against police brutality on 9" of
June, 2020 titled "They have killed us more than corona’ (Gabbatt, 2020). All these
are evidences that pn.!im: brutality and unlawful conducts of security agents is a
global phenomenon.

In Nigeria, these unlawful conducts are common among men and officers
of the Nigeria Police Force. The recent EndSARS protest demonstrated by some
Nigerians all over the States is a very good instance. Security agents have been
accused of disposing their professional ethics to the bin and engaging themselves in
numerous misconducts. These misconducts are usually common in the context of
cyber fraud investigation as the case with the s;precial anti-robbery squad (SARS)
police personnel. Accordingly, Bello et al. (2017) generally characterized the range
of security agents' abusive practices or misconducts that dehumanize and degrade
the dignity of human persons to include physical (verbal attacks) (such as
brutality) and psychological intimidation (such asillegal detention).

The wide variety of unlawful conducts of security agents is committed
against innocent citizens and has negative impacts on them. Unlawful conducts,
particularly, from the men of the Nigerian Policeare becoming too worrisome that
nearly every citizens on the street feel the wave (from simple roadblock extortion to
emptying victims account and even murder). Forinstance, in July, 2020 four police
officers were dismissed for alleged misconduct of illegally arresting a suspect,
extorted him of N1,190,000 cash, seized his belongings and collected another
N200,000 as bail from the suspect's family. Similarly, in October of same year, six
officers were dismissed for professional misconduct from the Kwara State Police
Headquarters, Horin. (Ovekola, 2020 and Shittu, 2020).

The consequences of such misconducts are particularly worst for victims of
police misconducts. Majority of police brutality cases results in violent attack and
mindless murder of innocent citizens (Global G.L.O.W, 2020). A recent incidence
of police brutality is the case of two circulated videos of some security agents in
Kwara State that were seen violently attacking some individuals (Benson, 2020).
Also, amidst controversies over police brutality in Nigeria, particularly the
EndSARS protest, llorin, Kwara State was listed among the 12 states with brutal
policemen (Nwabughiogu, 2020). Accordingly, this research examines the spate of
unlawful conducts 1)}' security agents against citizens in lorin, Kwara State. It also

seeks to determine the effects of unlawful conducts of security agents on innocent
citizens.

Literature Review

According to Alemika (1988), the function and structure of the Nigeria security
agency speaks of corruption, vagueness, brutality, insecurity, maltreatment,
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Using similar terms, Eghiboa (2013) also dﬂscrib?dm:hnm A
security agency as follows: brutal, cormupt, uncivis el gacy
arbitrary and lacking public accountability, s

-..._,.

Security agencies in societies are supposed to g ;
PmtECtiUT’- 'Df ]iVES and prupcnics {BE“G at al 201?;“‘“?! 1..1.

rception among many Nigerians is that securi e
If)“e]ﬁ" their role as “guardians” of society [E;l;?gtgaag;;;:i ;;a;h‘:
result to loss of confidence in the security agencies ;.n 4 e ~: .
negative image for the country. For instance, the security ag g
ranked the worstin Africain 2017 (Socrates, 201 9)

The most direct effect of police corruption on i i
the countless human rights abuses committed by police offibérs
extorting money. These abuses range from arbitrary arrest and"
to threats and acts of violence, including physical and sexual ¥
even extrajudicial killings (Human Rights Watch, 2010).Rather than focus on
policing functions, security agents commit brutality against innc & :
(NOPRIN, 2007). Citizens cried out to the government to look into the u 2
crimes perpetrated by security agents which led to the Vice President ¢ ler
immediate reforms of the security agencies. However, these reforms ha
impact on the attitudinal behaviors of security agents (Amnesty in erna
2019). r

Instead, extra-judicial killing was increasing daily with fmnily'_':’ of the
deceased making frontline page of newspapers. Victims of arbitrary arrest an |
detention told Amnesty International that they were tortured and press )
write confessional statements that were used to prosecute them in court. W
most of them faced indiscriminate charges such as 'defamation’, ‘tmonmi' ind
“cyber stalking', others had charges such as 'kidnapping', criminal trespass anﬂ e
of state documents reported against them (Amnesty International, 2019).

Furthermore, Nigerian youths are suffering from what they have d esc
as an 'incessant harassment’ by security agents who label mm as 'inte:

fraudsters,’ due to their appearances and many }'ﬂu“g“el“ claimed they ’ﬁ
longer safe to walk the streets of Nigeria, without fear n.f being arrested and b
as 'internet fraudsters’. On several occasions, the police have ruthlessly b e s
shot to death innocent citizens who faileEi to pay the bribes
they demand for (Human Rights Watch, 2010). Indeed, ‘the police officers wim
iti war against them, even when
supposed to protect the citizens turm uut.m wige & -
do not deserve that from them. The Nigerian law seems ;D_ Ptrinmi P " oy
agents against civilians, for which they often maltreat and in Nt

even kill and maim the civilians with little or no concern (Ode, 2017). :
s who may be vulnerable to these dastardly ml :
i R al losses. Some may be msu] e

sexually assaulted, or

Innocent citizen g
prone to physical, ps}rcholﬂgical and financi
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100 MONSURAT ISIAKA Ph.D

may result to body injuries, for some, it may lead to traumatic experience and for
uth.f:rs it may be iljl monetary loss where the security agents may have forced them
Lo withdraw money for them via the Automated Teller Machine (ATM).This
situation does not _nnly affect the stability of the Nigerian polity and security
system but also weakens the act of maintaining law and order and also affect
vulnerable citizens financially and psychologically (Belloetal., 2017).

The list of human rights abuses that often accompany corrupt dealings of
the erring men and officers of Nigeria Police has triggered cataloguing of habitual
violations of human rights by many scholars and organizations (Alemika &
Chukwuma, 2000a; Chukwuma, 1994; Human Rights Watch, 2010; Kasali, 2010;
Odekunle, 2005; Onyeozili, 2005; Tamuno, 1993). For instance, Human Rights
Watch (2010) presented not only serious allegations leveled against Nigeria Police
by victims of police abuse interviewed but also images of savagery and ruthlessness
of armed police officers. Also, security officers' unlawful conduct, which was once
thought of as isolated incidences, has grown into a public health issue. According
to the American Public Health Associates (2018), security officers' violence not
only negatively affects those individuals directly involved but also creates a tidal
wave of chaos that spans across states and region lines.

Consequently, these unlawful conducts directly increase the divide
between communities and police officials, which manifests in multiple ways like
hatred and lack of trust for the officers. Hence, the community continues to see
men of the police force as their enemies Security officers' violence has also been
linked to negative impacts on the mental health of the victims specifically, leading
to the development of anxiety and depressive symptoms. As the number of
incidents and level of security officials' violence increases, the likelihood of the
victim developing post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) also increases. This risk is
further compounded by the negative impacts of PTSD on one's perception of self
(Williams et al., 2012).

Traumatic experiences such as police violence cannot only cause an
individual to develop an altered sense of self, but they can also alter a victim's
perceptions of those around them leading to an almost global sense of mistrust;
with victims reporting increased skepticism of the world and a decreased feeling of
safety in society. At the most extreme, victims have described their experience of

police violence as agoraphobia; they are afraid to leave their homes and afraid to
interact with large groups of people (Williams et al., 2012).
Similarly, Lin, Stamm and Christidis (201 8) observed that members of the
community who do not have a loved one directly affected by security officials’
misconduct and violence are still mentally .'H'I'urtuidin wavs tha£ often change their
outlook on the world and consequently how they carry th::'n‘m::lw_'ﬁ in society. In the
context of hunting down internet fraudsters, people 'hvli-;‘ﬁ.'cd that security agents
I“M carried out a lot of unlawful conducts such as bribery, extortion, assault,
defamation, arbitrary arrest, unlawful detention and r:xlr:;-iudit‘iiﬂ killings on
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innbcmt citizens which all have effects % h-m;h the
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Theoretical Framework

This study is anchored on Gottfredson and Hirschi
Crime (GTC) and Robert Agnew's General Strain
GTC is the belief that unsociable behaviour occur as a result
some individuals. The lack of social control is seen ey
unlawful conducts of the sccurity agents. The inability ¢ -
control their urge has resulted to their corrupt practices :
posits that bad eggs among the security agents have the te
unlawful conducts due to impulsiveness or lack of control. The
low self-control has personality trait that develops in the.c:mféﬁ
childhood socialization, and that manifests itself as impuls
immediate gratification, a preference for risky activities, simplﬁ-'
rather than mental activities, and a quick temper and self-ahsgrrpﬁﬂﬁ
& Hirschi, 1990). | |
Individuals with low self-control have the tendency 'gf,-l.'__'
antisocial behaviour because they chase their self-interest and desire to
pleasure but they also lack the capacity to control their behaviour in the
this pleasure. This impulsivity would occur in such instance where we s
man driving an exotic car but subjected to unlawful conducts of ~-.u'- c
agents (bad eggs) who question his source of wealth and further exturt mon
him before he is eventually relcased. Low self-control, in combination
opportunity, determines whether an individi.llal will cnm'mi't a large range
antisocial activities across their lifespan, including, but not limited to, acts
or fraud as well as excess alcohol consumption, bullying, tnmlcy; neglig .
and sexually promiscuous behaviour (Gottfredson & Hirschi, 1990; Ge .
2008). ; * 7
Agnew's General Strain Theory (GST) was also usodfmthf;u
understanding of the implications of the un!awful c:ondu;:ts 0 ﬁ 20 -
Agnew is of the opinion that crime is the d:rf.:ct result o ;cgda ve affecm_ s
resulting from strains. These negative affective states 1ndu e mg:;; S |
i ive : rtive social relations ’ : - gl
| demuc::z::;z:um Agnew, the greater the intensity. and Ercquenc.y of
the impact and the more likely they are to i
Each type of strain will inr:rcasF the pOss -
disappointment, dcpmﬁilﬂﬂ &ﬂd
r, increase the perceptions of being
brace the individuals for actions

: cx 2 ‘ |
produce a desire for vengean : ngis |
inhibitions. Thus, strain is considered a motivating g

(i%_.
Theory (

experiences, the greater
delinquency and crimes. :
experiencing anger, frustration,
negative emotions, especially ange

.
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102  MONSURAT ISIAKA Ph.D

particularly when it is chronic and repetitive zmd.crlrr:ates hostile, sus!jlcmus .and
aggressive attitude (Siegel, 2007). Vicarious strain is when }3€f-‘ljle_* in deprived
communities, not only experience strains but witness their family members,
relatives and close friends enduring them (Agnew, 1997).

The theory explains that frustration, stress and economic situations in the
society may lead -sc:curir}r agents to indulge in antisocial and criminal I:.)ehaviour
that w.ﬂ;rnuldfimp.-act on the citizens. Based on the theory's basic assumption, some
negative affective states such as frustration, stress and disappointment prc.di.spose
security agents to commit antisocial vices and crimes against innocent civilians,
The implication of such behaviours is the same effect as crime is to victims.

Method

This study adopted qualitative research design. The study was conducted
in Tanke. Malete, and Oke-Ose communities in llorin, Kwara State which were
purposely selected because of their proximity to the tertiary institutions in the
state (i.e. University of Ilorin, Kwara State University and Kwara State
Polytechnic) and because of the frequent incidences and reports of un];%wfu]
conducts of the security agents in these communities.

The target population comprises of youths (students) who might have
experienced or seen the unlawful conducts of the security agents before. Snow-
balling technique was employed to select a sample size of twenty nine (29): eight
(8) each from Unilorin and KwaraState University in Malete and thirteen (13)
from Kwara State Polytechnic, Oke-Ose. Oke-Ose has the higher participants due
to the fact that Kwara Polytechnic has a long history of cultism and other anti-
social behaviours like hooliganism in the State. All participants were males taking
into thought the perception that they constitute the majority of cyber fraudsters
and yahoo criminals. They have network connection which made it easier to pick
up additional snow from the network, i.e. an identification of one of the members
of the network led to the identification of other members.

In-depth interviews were conducted with the participants for data
generation. An Interview checklist consisting of twelve (12) questions was
designed to address the objectives of the paper. Participants were probed furtheron
the basis of their initial responses. Note-taking and audio recording were used for
documentation. The choice of the two methods of documentation was toO
complement each other. Ethically, respondents were assured of their
confidentiality, anonymity and also informed of their rights to withdraw from the
study at any time they so wish.

Data generated were analyzed and interpreted using Content Analysis.
Responses were transcribed verbatim and analysis of the data (verbatim) from
different respondents was done through Data Integrated Analysis (DIA). This
involves identifying similar responses, combining and utilizing the different hints
(response), which made up the data in the analysis. Hence, the research uses F"“ﬂal
consensual qualitative research (see Hill, 2012).
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Rgsultﬁ and Discussions

The effects of security agents' unlawfyl conducts
Jestructive and enormous, The primary and majo
puman lives, money and injury, Regarding this, 2
security officers' unlawtul conduct result in potentially :
injury: The types of physical injuries sustained are I'
victims of violent crime such as assault and he .
respondent, has resulted in an increase in peonle:
mspnndﬁﬁt argues: h. "
One of the major impacts of the unlay
security agents is definitely the loss of hu
the high rate of unlawful conducts of the poli
country, many lives were lost leading to:the :
population of the country. It should also be not
of the citizens extra-judicially killed are youth:
reducing the population of the working class in tk
Also, it generates fear and register in the minds o
concerning the brutality of the security agents becs
don't want to be tagged as internet fra
(IDI/Male/Oke-Odo/June, 2021).
Similarly, another participant opined that;

r effe

There are a lot of consequences on the end-result o
unlawful conducts of the security agents ranging from lo
lives, money and properties, infringement on fundar
human rights to psychological impairment and physical
injuries in every state in Nigeria. This has led to the lack of
respect for the security agents, unlike before when the
citizens give them total respect. Their errant behavior is
common around Tanke, as the police men and the EF
mostly would burst into student's hostel like a burglar .
arrest and dehumanize them without wan.“ant or pro
investigation as they always profile all Nigerian students as-
internet fraudsters. If youths were ask:d: to choose S jup“
police or armed robber, don't be surprised if the “ﬂ_ 2
chosen [I[)]fMﬂlff(]kf'Uduﬂune' 2% f i
Loss of lives resulting from the unlawful conducts © security

: Prler L iti . that fear of going ¢
instilled fear and panic in (he minds of citizens; _

. Df 1]1!: FONE 'n
: T - conducts. The failure ! ;
coming back as a victim of mis . e &

their dut},r of prnte-::ting lives and prop tion of lives prote
them as well as the security agents t+ht dd:géi:anﬁ}’ and Robe
finding corroborates with the findings ‘o ills distrust in the
witnessing security officials’ misconduct instl b

e "
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sen minorities and security officers,

which undoubtedly grows the separation hetwi 4
] lessness and believe that

Many younger individuals will take on a ch:w of VS :
their societies do not value individuals' safety. Because the parents in these
situations are undergoing their own grieving proce
officials' misconduct on young children are often undertreated.

EFrom the above submission, it is deducible that, truly, the effect of security
agents' unlawful conducts is enormous, v:s}‘.-m"izlli}-'_il” it ““'f“][“ o wastage of ;
knowledgeable human resources evident in the loss of human lives. Apart from the
wastage of knowledgeable human resources, a respondent argues that the UIi'I]B.qu]
conducts of the security agents can also result to a reduction in the productive and
economic work force of the country since the vouth constitute majority of the
victims of security agent's brutality. In another interview session, a participant

ss, the mental effects of security

argues:
For the victims that survived police brutalities or families of
the deceased victims, it can lead to psychological effects.
They can suffer psychological problems like post-traumatic
stress disorder. In fact, security agents' brutality is one of the
country's security challenges because everyone is not
protected from danger (IDI/Male/Oke-Odo/June, 2021).
Another participant buttressed more on this explanation thus;

Due to the experience I had with the security agents, anytime
I saw them by the roadside, I will start fidgeting, as a result of
fear of gun and threat. This is one of the reasons why I don't
like to travel if the event is not important or compulsory. This
can also lead to total depression for other individuals who
might have had bad experience with the security agents.
Example can be seen from a recent story about a student
which has gone viral on twitter that the student committed
suicide as a result of depression due to the money he
borrowed to invest in foreign exchange and the Special Anti-
rubbery Squared (SARS) operative seized his phone and
made him to withdraw money for them. While in detention,

the victim couldn't continue with his transacti

; on and by the
time he was released,

he had lost millions of naira he
invested. He ran into debt and was unable to pay back the

debt, then he committed suicide (]lJI;’MaIEka&Udo}]une :
2021). h
It is clear from this submission that unlawful conducts of the security agents can
lead to psychological dysfunction (direct and indirect victim) for the victim, This
also shows the reason why the security agents were considered tobe batharit i

e : of Carleret al. (1996) that unlawful conducts
of the security agents goes beyond bribery, extortion and physical assaults or

finding is tenable with the argument
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manifestations. Victims face meng) dism-d. 3 .
consequences of the unlawful con . uf‘:;m many
symptoms can further be manifesteq 44 Acute ; smuﬁty
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Poyckil ‘C:.‘lreas .._
facets of victims' lives, adversely affecting iuil he Fis.
employment, and everyday interactions with famil "
(1996) argued that the families of fatally W y :

same psychological tolls, Accordingl <
: ¥ & participant expl;
affected him as an individual: P Ant .,

AT

It leads to loss of money, when money mem -

valuable things is being used to bail nneselfr_ out of

agent's captives. Also, it leads to Wtagef"‘ g
productive time of an individual is being waste

time one is held captive illegally in police truck

hours. It prevents you from engaging in any other ¢

activities (IDI/Male/Malete/June, 2021).

Aside from the physitél and financial loss, police ur
impacted on the reputation of the victim. A respondent e
brutality affects his reputation before the public. He explains th
When the security agents arrest an innocent individua

society, the people would think he is a criminal and _
categorized and labeled as a bad person. After his

how would he explain to the society that he is not a criminals
(IDI/Male/Oke-Ose/June, 2021) Rt

Similarly, a respondent reports unlawful conducts of Fl_l-:ﬁ -. ce.

affects his reputation: ‘YR
Citizens don't have trust in's :
as they engage in arbitrary arrest, .I:J(t?ﬁlﬂrtl:as
extra-judicial  killings. The urgamzaft::is o ¥
prosecuting the err police c-ft.’u:.fi'_r ammf pat
challenges affecting th? credibi 11.3: Pmcd b
country. The organization +that sup

aking lives & "

kg-ﬂdoﬂune,mﬂl}. o

X

ecurity organizations an

hribi

citizens is the on¢ t

unbearably {IDIMaleJ’D

B i thus;
ndent illustrates -
Anotherrespo . |

The effect of the un e
varies depending on the pﬂ;?;?;t}’me 7
their atrocities which a :
defamation; calling me_ naac
fraudster which has imp

members of the
confidence O the
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investigation because they might torture a suspect to the
extent of making him to forcefully confess to crime he didn't
commit (IDI/Male/Oke-Odo/June, 2021).
This result affirms that security agents' unlawful conducts is one the present
security challenges facing the country as security agents involved in the unlawful
conducts are not prosecuted by the organization and government which has
resulted into lack of confidence in both the security organization and the
Government. Apart from increasing citizen's fear and feeling of insecurity, the
public view the police as threatening and staining the image of the country.
This above submission expatiates more on the argument of Human Rights
Watch (2010) that not only serious allegations leveled against Nigeria Police by
victims of police abuse interviewed but also images of savagery and ruthlessness of
armed police officers.It has also affected the progress, prosperity and development
of the country in the sense that lives of youths are lost almost every day, thereby
reducing the country's manpower. The respondent, while discussing on the effects
of security agents' unlawful conducts on national security, also reports lack of trust
of national security agents among several others.
Nowadays, you must walk with caution. You can’t even dress
nicely or hold quality phones, go to ATM, plait different
hairstyles or drive exotic cars and feel completely secure and
safe. During the day and night, while walking you must be
looking your back continuously to be sure that police officers
are not following you. It's even as if trust has been banished
in the country among citizens with the police. Why should
we even trust them with our security and lives? When the
police officers engage in extra-judicial killing and physical
assault on innocent citizens, they are the major reason why
citizens don't trust them again (IDI/Male/Malete/June,
2021).

Also, another respondent explains that;

The implication of the unlawtul conduct of the security
agents in the country is that, it has led to series of actions and
inactions. Protest emerged nationwide as a result of this
nefarious act and generated into loss of lives and destruction
of properties, also some political leaders kept mum on the
dangerous activities of the security agents. Some youths, who
have had different ugly events with the security ;gents. have
known ways of averting troubles or problems with the
security agent whom are known in seeking bribe from the
vouths (ID1/Male/Oke-Ose/June, 2021 ). .
This finding corroborates the argument of Williams et al. (2012) that at the most
extreme, victims have described their experience fﬂl.lﬂwing an incidence of se€ '-:._-".

L
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i bl violence as one of agoraphobia; 1
(ointeract with large groups of people. Oy,

and psychﬂlogical damages. On the Part of the society, | e
and panicking of insecurity, strain the F"’"“‘f“-'“mmun? t has i ‘.q.
collective trust, efficacy, and reduced the degree of 1?;”“1 mshi
all, no one is guaranteed of safety and policing in thei

ccurity. Findings also r
unlawful conducts of the security agents haye implicaticl i Illo\ :
security agents as citizens would lose confidence in them 08 th

in the society. These findings reaffirm the positions of Williams .
Carler et al. (2010) on the specific and general effects oAU “:I.
the security agents on the victims and the nation at large. Thes
evident in the event of the nationwide protest on EndSARS in Nie
the colossal loss of lives and billions of properties looted anc et
the hijacking of the protest by hoodlums. |

Cvare afraid g 1w _
Oheindividual, i s oy

Conclusion and Recommendations

From the foregoing results and discussion, it is the conclusion of this stu
innocent citizens have greatly suffered from the unlawful conducts of ccu
agents;  the unlawful misconducts of security agents resulted fror v th
impulsivity or low self-control or strain experiences, according to the contriby
of GTC and GST: the effects of security agents' misconducts include loss of I
increased fear and feelings of safety and security in the minds of citizens, rei
development, a huge distrust of national security agents, reduction in
and economic workforce, and has hampered national progress and pros

Based on these, the study recommends the following; g i
i Government should promptly investigate and appropriately punjsh,

security agent found to have perpetrated unlawful conducts againstinnos
Spibine T penalty must be equal in intensity to the harm caum:.-d soth
the principle of just ice and fairness will be achieved. Since the victims are
extra-judicially killed, harassed, assaulted, extorted, —
il ibuti 1d maintain that the punishment should

then the principle of retribution wou _ : o - A
be met on security agents as well as their conspirators in that same
citude. But for specific and general deterrence, th?

and exactitu et g

| ee of extra-judicial killings, that the sanction ;

research recommends, in the casc ot € ] Jimaria e
i1 n R

hould be an immediate removal from service and impriso s :
Lo ss misconducts that are seen in )

ii.  Bribery, extortion and corruption ¥ im*rhey continue to take bribe and
: i . of security agents. b
behavioural attitudes 0 washikdes
tort innocent citizens. Thus, efforts should be matdfl . he criminal :fti:c ’
E}}: ot f orruption in the Nigerian system especially the ¢ I :

the stains oI C

: : ion, extortion and o
tem through pol icies and actions. Bribery, cnrrt{[:ttlmn ol
syste , CE 7 £
Y lawful conducts by security agents should be swi }' el \:ctims fur ;
£ hed. Also ofﬁ—;:crs should be made to compensa L
punished. ,

proportion
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and suﬁ'e:iﬁgs; lll_f'lEt on th _ ‘
and bribes taken from victims should be restitu
curity officers ar

5 * should be made to pay extra fines. Brutal se
~ offenders should face dismissal.
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