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EDITORIAL
It is a bitter winter after December's  ice storms and snow urries arrived later than usual. is, the quint's eclectic fty sixth issue, o ers readers looking to escape chilly weather 
works by authors in Nigeria, Tunisia, the United Kingdom, France, the United States, and Canada. Ade Kunle Mamudu's "Woman’s Inhumanity to Woman: e Pivotal Role of Women Entrepreneurs in Slave Prostitution in ree African Novels" begins  our December o erings. Mamudu  examines depictions of female investors in sexual slavery in Chika Unigwe’s On Black Sister’s Street, Felix Ogoanah’s e Return of Ameze, and Akachi Adimora-Ezeigbo’s Tra cked and points out how these novels transmit the sordid realities of Nigeria's esh trade. Next, Olaniyi Banwo Adetoro traces the similarities and di erences of Nigerian and Chinese gender stereotpes in "Gender Stereotypes and Traditional Connotations: (A Comparative Analysis of Selected Chinese and Igbo 
	Women).	en, Christianah O. Ben-Akinduro's "	e Legacy of Industrialization as the 
Fulcrum of the Japanese Development: 1868–1989" applies Walt Whitman Rostow's 
1960 development model to the rapid economic development of post-World War II Japan, arguing that Japan's successes rest on its pre-war economic experiences and modernisation-by-imitation. Following, in " e implications of decolonization: An interpretation of Fanon’s anti-Marxist consciousness as new ideology," Meriem Khmiri critiques Franz Fanon's rebu of Marxism in e Wretched of the Earth and nds his followers' arguments ine ective. He asks, how can can we  possibly erase an episode from our history and make a retrograde movement into primitiveness? 
	 	en, Samuel O. Aghalino and Adeniyi  Justus Aboyeji's "Beyond 	e Lure of 
8    	 9Welcome Snow                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Sue Matheson


Communal  Conflicts in the North Central States and Food Insecurity in Nigeria: e Panacea of the Chinese Example
Odeh Lemuel
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria
Boniface Ifeanyi Orji
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria
Abstract
Nigeria is richly endowed with vast natural resources and an estimated population of about 140 million people who need food for their daily survival. e favorable climatic and topographical conditions of the North central states of Benue, Nassarawa and Plateau place them in a good position to provide food for the entire country. Perceived poverty and food insecurity in Nigeria is not only as the result of cumulative consequences of the general failure of agricultural policies and implementation over time, but also incessant communal con icts and clashes mostly between the Fulani herdsmen and the host communities. is paper focuses on the challenges that these con icts pose while considering downward trends in agricultural production in Nigeria and how the Chinese example may act as a panacea. 
Keywords: Food, Food insecurity, Conflicts, Communal clashes.
————————————————
Introduction
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An indispensible means of production, land is always at the core of most communal con icts in Nigeria. Land holds both cultural and material signi cances for the people in most African communities. Grazing land scarcity in the north-central states of Nassarawa, Benue, Kogi, Plateau of Nigeria is the reason for con ict on so many occasions. ere are two major agricultural practitioners in north-central Nigeria; farmers who produce farm crops and pastoralists who carry out livestock production.  Recently ,hese groups have been nding themselves in deadly con icts because of competition for access to farmland and grazing land.1 e incessant resource con icts witnessed in the tropics that have resulted in loss of lives, properties and environmental degradation are also occuring in North-central Nigeria. Because the production potential of grasslands and livestock in the arid and semi-arid regions is constrained by low and variable rainfall,2 grazing needs access to pasture resources across regions to ensure food security for the Nigerian population. Pastures, woody vegetation, water resources and land are considered to be common property as reported by Berger.3 However, the complex land-use system that has changed markedly over time has created tension and con icts between herdsmen and host communities. Crops, livestock, water resources, and other vegetal resources play key roles in the development, maintenance, and projection of socio-economic strength of a society.4 e Fulani herdsmen's livelihood strategies have not only resulted in con icts over the destruction of crops and farmlands, but also environmental degradation perceived to be contributing to the deterioration of ecosystem services to various communities. e region under review has witnessed enough violent con icts to attract both State and National attention. is paper explores these land disputes and their threats discussing the nexus between grazing land scarcity and food security; examining communal clashes as they a ect farmers and pastoralists, especially the famers-pastoralists con icts in northern Nigeria and considers the Chinese experience as a panacea for Nigeria situation.
e Nexus between Grazing Land and Food Security
According to e World Food Summit of 1996, food security is de ned as existing “when all people at all times have access to su cient, safe, nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active life”.5  Food security is also considered to include physical and economic access to food that meets people’s dietary needs as well as their food preferences. Individual who are food secure do not live in hunger of fear of starvation. Food insecurity on the other hand, is a situation of limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and safe foods or limited or uncertain ability to acquire acceptable food in socially acceptable ways according to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)6
In many countries, health problems related to dietary excess or insu ciency are an ever increasing threat. For example, malnutrition and food-borne diarrhea have become a double burden that is related to the ongoing unavailability of food. Concerns over food security have existed throughout history. As the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) remarks, food security “exists when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to su cient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. Chronic food insecurity is a persistent lack of “su񏿿cient, safe, nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active life,” and is generally caused by extreme poverty.7 Acute food insecurity refers to temporary gaps in the access to food, and can result from a variety of factors ranging from high prices to disruptions in delivery systems, recessions, natural disasters and extreme weather events, political turmoil, and violent con ict. e WHO states that there are three pillars that determine food security: food availability, food access, and food use. 
Food Availability
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Food availability relates to the supply of food through production, distribution and exchange. Food production is determined by a variety of factors, including land ownership and use; soil management; crop selection, breeding, and management; livestock breeding and management; and harvesting. Nations do not have to have the natural resources required to produce crops in order to achieve food security, as seen in the examples put forward by  Japan and Singapore. Because food consumers outnumber producers in every country, food must be distributed to di erent regions or nations. Food distribution involves the storage, processing, transport, packaging, and marketing of food. Poor transport infrastructure can increase the price of supplying water and fertilizer as well as the price of moving food to national and global markets. Around the world, few individuals or households are continuously self-reliant for food. is creates the need for a bartering, exchange, or cash economy to acquire food. e exchange of food requires e cient trading systems and market institutions, which can have an impact on food security.  
Food Acessibility is refers to the a ordability and allocation of food, as well as the preferences of individuals and households. e UN Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights noted that the causes of hunger and malnutrition are often not a scarcity of food but an inability to access available food, usually due to poverty.8 Poverty can limit access to food, and can also increase how vulnerable an individual or household is to food price spikes. Access depends on whether the household has enough income to purchase food at prevailing prices or has su cient land and other resources to grow its own food. Households with enough resources can overcome unstable harvests and local food shortages and maintain their access to food. Access to food must be available in socially acceptable ways, without, for example, resorting to emergency food supplies, scavenging, stealing, or other coping strategies. ere are two distinct types of access to food: direct access in which a household produces food using human and material resources; and economic access in which a household purchase food produces elsewhere.
Food Use
Appropriate food use is based on knowledge of basic nutrition and care, as well as adequate water and sanitation. It refers to the metabolism of food by individuals. Once food is obtained by a household, a variety of factors impact the quantity and quality of food that reaches members of the household. In order to achieve food security, the food 136    
ingested must be safe and must be adequate to meet the physiological requirements of each individual.
Food security is a complex sustainable development issue, linked to health through malnutrition, but also to sustainable economic development, environment, and trade. ere is a great deal of debate around food security with some arguing that:
· ere is enough food in the world to feed everyone adequately; the problem is distribution.
· Future food needs can - or cannot - be met by current levels of production.
· National food security is paramount - or no longer necessary because of global trade.
· Globalization may - or may not - lead to the persistence of food insecurity and poverty in rural communities.
Issues such as whether households or communities get enough food, how it is distributed within the household or communities and whether that food ful ls the nutrition needs of all members of the household/community, show that food security is clearly linked to health.  Household food security exists when all the household's members, at all times, have access to enough food for an active, healthy life. e United Nations (UN) recognized the Right to food in the Declaration of Human Rights in 
1948, and has since observed that this right is vital for the enjoyment of all other rights.9 
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 Food insecurity, on the other hand, is a situation of “limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and safe foods or limited or uncertain ability to acquire acceptable foods in socially acceptable ways,” according to the United State Department of Agriculture (USDA).1
Food Utilization
is refers to the metabolism of food by individuals. Once food is obtained by a household, 
a variety of factors impact the quality and quantity of food that reaches member of the household. In order to achieve food security, the food ingested must be safe and must be enough to meet the physiological requirement of each individual. Food safety impacts food utilization.
 Northern Nigeria is known as a region that has been involved in various types of crises. Fasona and Omojola11 carried out a study of con icts and other forms of unrest in the northern region between 1991 and 2005 and found that farmers-pastoralists con icts accounted for 35% of the major clashes reported. Casualties of such confrontations usually went beyond the farmers and pastoralists. For example, in July 2012 some 200 people including a Nigerian Senator were attacked and killed during a funeral held for people killed by suspected Fulani herdsmen. Con icts between farmers and Fulani pastoralists in Benue State, left two soldiers, some 50 men, women, and children dead.12 Binniyat reported clashes between Fulani herders and local farmers in some communities in Kaduna which left some dead and many others eeing13. In Benue and Nasarawa States, at least 5,000 people ed villages following clashes between nomadic Fulani cattle herders and sedentary farmers.14 In another encounter, attacks on local farmers led to the expulsion of about 700 pastoralists from Borno state in 2009 and another 2,000 from Plateau State in the same year. Suspected reprisal attacks by the pastoralists were claimed to have resulted in the killing of eight people in four villages of Plateau State15. 
In the con ict prone areas of the north-central states, palpable fear and anxiety have enveloped the residents as con icts resulted in the destruction of life and property; Fulani herdsmen lost an estimated number of 3.5 million heads of cattle, while the farmers also lost houses, and crops worth millions of naira. According to Bello, “the con icts have demonstrated high potential to exacerbate the insecurity and food crisis particularly in rural communities where most of the con icts are localized, with reverberating repercussions nationwide".16 Homer-Dixon remarked that “increasing scarcity of resources is expected not only to provoke internal or interstate con icts, but also to induce large population movements which will feed group identity con icts.17” In another instance, he added that the inability to address and solve those problems may increase grievances and the level of violence.
How Con ict A ects Food Security
ere is substantial empirical evidence that con ict has a negative impact on food security. 
e impact may be minor, as when spontaneous protest demonstrations over rising food 
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prices take place in or around food markets and disrupt or close down vendors’ operations. At the other extreme, there is food war—“a concept which includes the use of hunger as a weapon in active con ict and the food insecurity that accompanies and follows as a consequence,” according to Ellen Messer et al.18 e pastoralists and the farmers are engaged in a food war because of intense and recurring droughts19, especially in the Benue Valley zone between the north-central states. Periodic droughts take a heavy toll on livestock which die from thirst, hunger, and exhaustion.20 
Murray records opinion leaders also point out that the encroaching desert is also a threat to the farmers in the region. Recent ndings show that approximately 3,500 square kilometers of Nigerian land turns to desert each year, forcing both farmers and herdsmen to abandon their lands.21 is was corroborated by Oyetade,22 who reported that in 10 northern states of Nigeria, the desert advances another 600 meters further south each  year. According to Oyetade, this encroachment has displaced thousands of both farmers and pastoralists from their communities.
Causes of Communal Con icts in Various States 
Increasing con icts between farmers and pastoralists may be also attributed to other key factors, among them, the irrigation schemes instituted by the government. Blench23 is of the view that competition for access to the water o ered by irrigation increases con ict. 
e schemes allow farmers to take water and more of the river banks for dry season farming. ey come into con ict with the other users, especially the cattle herders who have been using same location for many years as grazing and water points. In their eld work,24 Olabode and Olajide highlight the following as causes of farmers-pastoralists con ict:
i. Water scarcity: e only source of water for the cattle during dry season is often a lowland area. Farmers, during this period, often engage in nursing their crops at the same water points because of the dryness in the upland areas. 
ii. Control over scarce resources: To guarantee self or group survival, pastoralists for example, move away from locations that lack su cient pasture to more favorable locations. 
e most frequent cause of con ict between farmers and herdsmen in the study area is the destruction of crops by cattle. is is often the result of herdsmen leaving cattle unattended, and they to wander to cultivated elds. 
iii. Incompatible values: e crops grown by the farmers are also in the feeding path or stock route of the cattle; this causes the interference of cattle eating crops, especially those nutritious to cattle. In most cases, this results into crop destruction and engenders con ict. 
iv. Search for Grazing Land: Cattle herders look for where there is su cient grass or crop residues for their animals to eat. In a situation where leftover crops get eaten, this can con ict with the farmer. 
v. Proximity to Stock Routes: Farmers who have their farms very close to roads or animal paths are liable to have their crops destroyed whenever there is loose control over the cattle. Close proximity to roads or animal paths often leads to real threats on farming systems. 
Kimani sees as key factors population pressure and competition over resources especially during droughts, in the vicious cycles of settling of scores in attacks, during counter-attacks, and because of poor dialogue between the di erent over range resources, principally water and pastures.25 According to him, the pastoralists regard the survival and well-being of their livestock as paramount because the animals are not only economic 
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	April 2012
	One person was killed and several others were injured in a Fulani-Hausa clash in Sokoto.

	March 2012
	Sixteen people were reported killed in a clash between Tiv farmers and Fulani herdsmen in Kadarko community, Giza Local Council of Nasarawa State. About 5,000 residents ed the community to safer areas in nearby towns.

	March 2012
	Con ict between Fulani pastoralists and sedentary farmers in Gwer West Local Government Area of Benue State left over 30 people dead.

	November 
2011
	Fulani/ farmers clash in Kirikasamma Local Government area of Borno State left one person was killed and over 17 people from the farmers’ side seriously injured. e clash was triggered when farmers in the area took measures to protect the perennial destruction of their yet-to-beharvested farm produce and incessant attacks on them by the Fulani pastoralists.
Con icts between farmers and Fulani pastoralists in Benue State, left two soldiers and some 50 men, women, and children dead.

	March 2010
	Fulani herders invaded three villages of Dogo Na Hauwa, Ratsat, and Jeji in Jos South Local Government Area of Plateau State killing many people, mostly children and women in a barbaric manner.

	December 
2009
	irty two people were killed, scores of houses burned, and several farms destroyed, following clashes between pastoralists and farmers in Nassarawa State.
About 700 pastoralists were expelled from Borno State and another 2,000 from Plateau State after attacks on local farmers.


	December 
2012
	Clashes between Gbagyi farmers and Fulani nomads near Abuja left two people dead, ve injured, and over 1,500 people displaced from about 27 settlements that were wrecked.

	July 2012
	About 200 persons, including a serving federal senator, Gyang Dantong, were killed in Matse and Kakuru villages during a funeral for some people killed earlier by suspected Fulani herdsmen in Plateau state. 

	June 2012
	At least six people were killed, houses burnt, and several farmlands were destroyed in Ngandum Village, Adamawa State, as pastoralists and farmers engaged in a erce battle. ese incidents occurred after herdsmen led their cattle into rice elds which  resulted in the death of a farmer.

	May 2012
	A clash between farmers and herders in Gwer West area in Benue State left ve people dead and many others displaced.


assets but are also social, cultural and spiritual assets that de ne their social identity. One Fulani herder was quoted by Abbass as saying: "Our herd is our life, because to every nomad life is worthless without his cattle. What do you expect from us when our source of existence is threatened? e encroachment of grazing elds and routes by farmers is a call to war."26
Some examples of communal con icts in Northern Nigeria
Clashes between Fulani herdsmen and farmers in north-central Nigeria have assumed a regular pattern in terms of frequency over the last ten years.  
Table 1. Some Farmers-Pastoralists Con icts in Northern Nigeria
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	February 
2005
	Dozens of people were killed in Adamawa state when Fulani herdsmen alleged to come from Chad and Niger attacked farming communities in a dispute over grazing land.

	February 
2004
	Forty nine farmers were killed as they ed nomad attacks by nomads in the farming town of Yelwa, Plateau State.

	May 2003
	Cattle herders attacked and burned 34 farming villages in Adamawa and Gombe States which resulted in 63 dead and over 500 injured. e attackers, thought to be nomadic herdsmen, from neighbouring Chad had, attacked the rural town.

	February 
2003
	About 100 people were killed in clashes between Fulani and the Yungar ethnic groups in Adamawa State.

	January 2002
	Con ict in the Mambilla plateau in Taraba State between Fulani herders and farming communities which resulted in dozens of deaths and forced 
more than 25,000 Fulani herdsmen to ee across the border to Cameroon.
At least 30 people were killed in clashes between farmers and pastoralists over grazing land in BarkinLadi local council area of Plateau State


Compiled by Audu, S.D. (2013). e Link Between Food Security and Con ict
“Hunger anywhere threatens peace everywhere.” 
Poverty and deprivation are seen as underlying causes of endemic con ict and civil violence.  Persistent poverty and oppression can lead to helplessness and despair. When governments fail to meet the most basic needs of people, these failed states can become places of terror. e drivers of violence include a wide range of factors, such as, political, 144    
economic, social, and environmental issues. In many cases, it is di cult to de ne clear causes, because the roles of di erent factors are often interrelated. Socio-economic inequalities, perceived or real injustice, the lack of jobs, con ict over natural resources and the distribution of their bene ts, human rights abuses, political exclusion, and grievances over corruption can morph into one another and chang3over time.. 
As the 2011 World Development Report notes, con ict comes in many forms. While the traditional security paradigm has focused attention on interstate and major civil wars, other forms of political violence – such as rioting, communal con ict, and violence linked to organized crime – pose threats to human security and diminish government capacity to respond to protracted crises.27 While we eschew simplistic explanations of con ict (because the parsing of the drivers of con ict is di cult, as most con icts have multiple causes), acute food insecurity can be a major motivation for popular mobilization and a risk multiplier. A nuanced relationship between food insecurity and violence emerges: while (increases in) food insecurity can be a source of grievances that motivate participation in rebellion, acute and severe food insecurity has a dampening e ect on con ict behavior. Communal con icts tend to occur against a backdrop of chronic food insecurity, and the e ects of rapid changes in food access are less predictable 
Regarding urban unrest, the picture is somewhat more straightforward: higher consumer prices, particularly for food and fuel, are associated with increases in urban protest and rioting, which adversely a ect institutions and in uence policy decisions that a ect the whole country. e most food-insecure do not riot, rather those with 
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comparatively better access, partly because of interactions with other variables, such as political regimes (which a ects the likelihood that demonstrations or riots are repressed) and incentives for the government to shield consumers from higher international prices. Equally important is the role of weak institutions, whose presence implies that there are few mechanisms through which con ict can be managed. Lower costs to collective action faced by urban populations can also play a part in accelerating con ict. e resulting instability of con ict can itself cause further price increases, contributing to a vicious cycle and protracted crisis.
If food insecurity is  a threat multiplier for con ict, improving food security can reduce tensions and contribute to more stable environments. However, food security interventions – both in the form of national level programmes and international e orts to address acute insecurity via emergency assistance or chronic insecurity through support programmes – can also become a source of con ict and, if they are not designed and implemented correctly, further distort food markets and suppress local production. Nonetheless, a vicious cycle of food insecurity and con ict can be transformed into a virtuous cycle of food security and stability that provides peace dividends, reduces con ict drivers (such as horizontal inequalities28)), enhances social cohesion, rebuilds social trust, and builds the legitimacy and capacity of government. In many cases, these results are generated through the process of interventions themselves, for example, by the inclusion of various groups in community-driven programmes.
Food insecurity as the result of communal clashes in the north-central states has motivated participation in armed civil con ict at the individual's level. Local militia organizations, rebel and warring factions recruit ghters via ideological/political appeals, material incentives, and coercion. e lure of food and shelter (and protection from both rebel and state violence) is often perceived as a cause for joining violent groups.
Communal Con icts: 	e Chinese Experience
China with a population of over one billion is largely homogeneous with 91.9% of the population being Han Chinese, other ethnicities are Mongols, Zhuang, Miao, Hui, Tibetans, Uyghurs and Koreans.29 Some ethnic groups are more distinguishable due to their physical appearance and relatively low intermarriage rates. Many others have intermarried with Han Chinese, and have similar appearances. ey are therefore less distinguishable from Han Chinese people, especially because a growing number of ethnic minorities are uent at a native level in Mandarin Chinese. In addition, children often adopt “ethnic minority status” at birth if one of their parents is an ethnic minority, even though their ancestry is overwhelmingly Han Chinese. ere is a growing number of Europeans, South Asians, and Africans living in large Chinese cities. Although relatively few acquire Chinese citizenship, the number of immigrants belonging to di erent racial groups has markedly increased recently because of China’s economic success. 
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Like Nigeria, China had had her own share of communal and ethnic clashes, but the Chinese are still united despite their huge population. A look into Chinese history shows that pejorative statements about non-Han Chinese can be found in some ancient Chinese texts. For example, a 7th-century commentary to the Hanshu by Yan Shigu concerning the Wusun people likens “barbarians who have green eyes and red hair” to macaque monkeys.30 Some con icts between di erent races and ethnicities in China have resulted in genocide. Ran Min, a Han Chinese leader during the Wei–Jie war, massacred non-Chinese Wu Hu peoples around 350 A.D. in retaliation for abuses against the Chinese population and in which the Jie people were particularly a ected31.
Rebels  have also slaughtered many Arabs and Persian merchants in the Yangzhou massacre (760). e Arab historian Abu Zayd Hasan of Siraf reports when the rebel Huang Chao captured Guang Prefecture, his army killed a large number of foreign merchants resident there: Muslims, Jews, Christians, and Parsees were slaughtered in the Guangzhou massacre32. Foreign Arab and Persians residing in Quanzhou were massacred in the Ispah Rebellion.
In the 20th century, the social and cultural critic Lu Xun commented that, 
“throughout the ages, Chinese have had only two ways of looking at foreigners, either up to them as superior beings or down on them as wild animals.33 Partner merchants and non-Mongol overseers were usually either immigrants or local ethnic groups. In China there were Turkestani and Persian Muslims, and Christians. Foreigners from outside the Mongol Empire entirely, such as the Polo family, were welcomed everywhere. Despite the high position given to Muslims, the Yuan Mongols discriminated against them severely, restricting Halal slaughter and other Islamic practices like circumcision, as well as Kosher butchering for Jews, forcing them to eat food the Mongol way. Genghis Khan directly called Muslims “slaves”.34 Corruption and persecution became so severe that Muslim Generals joined the Han Chinese in rebelling against the Mongols. e Ming founder Zhu Yuanzhang had Muslim Generals including Lan Yu who rebelled against the Mongols and defeated them in combat. Some Muslim communities had the name which in Chinese means “baracks” or “thanks”. Many Hui Muslims claim it is because they played an important role in overthrowing the Mongols and thanked in this way by the Han Chinese35. e Muslims in the semu class also revolted against the Yuan dynasty in the Ispah Rebellion, but the rebellion was crushed, and the Muslims were massacred by the Yuan loyalist commander Chen Youding.
	Uyghurs have also exhibited racism as well. 	e Uyghur leader Sabit Damulla 
Abdulbaki made the following proclamation about Han Chinese and Tungans (Hui 
Muslims): “ e Tungans, more than the Han, are the enemy of our people. Today our people are already free from the oppression of the Han, but still continue under Tungan subjugation. We must still fear the Han, but cannot fear the Tungans also. e reason we must be careful to guard against the Tungans, we must intensely oppose, cannot a ord to be polite. Since the Tungans have compelled us, we must be this way. Yellow Han people have not the slightest thing to do with Eastern Turkestan. Black Tungans also do not have this connection. Eastern Turkestan belongs to the people of Eastern Turkestan. 
ere is no need for foreigners to come be our fathers and mothers...From now on we 
do not need to use foreigners language, or their names, their customs, habits, attitudes, 
written language, etc. We must also overthrow and drive foreigners from our boundaries forever. e colors yellow and black are foul. ey have dirtied our land for too long. So now it is absolutely necessary to clean out this lth. Take down the yellow and black barbarians! Long live Eastern Turkestan!”36
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American telegrams have reported that certain Uyghur mobs in parts of Xinjiang were calling for White Russians to be expelled from Xinjiang during the Ili Rebellion, along with Han Chinese. ey were reported to have said, “We freed ourselves from the yellow men, now we must destroy the white”. e telegram also reported that “Serious native attacks on people of other races frequent. White Russians in terror of uprising”.37
During the late 19th century, around Qinghai tensions exploded between di erent Muslim sects and ethnic groups, with enmity and division rising between Hui Muslims and Salar Muslims, and all tensions escalating between Muslims, Tibetans, and Han.38 e “Encyclopædia of religion and ethics, Volume 8” states that the Dungan and Panthay 
revolts by the Muslims were set o by racial antagonism and class warfare, rather than the mistaken assumption that the con ict was due to Islam and religion that the rebellions broke out39. e lesson that Nigeria needs to draw that despite its huge population and many ethnic groups, China has been able to overcome the ugly challenges of ethnic clashes, and its peoples continue live together. 
Conclusion
In the north-central states of Nigeria, the ght against social insecurity calls for determined action against food insecurity, poverty, inequality, and injustice. Being hungry, insecure about today's and tomorrow's food is the most extreme and most dependence-inducing form of poverty. Access to land is a major cause of con ict in this region. e State needs to review existing laws as they relate to accessibility to land by the members of  this region's communities. Such action is key to resource sustainability in Nigeria as majority of its citizens require land for farming and grazing as equity and accessibility to arable and grazing land could be assured.
ere are genuine concerns by Nigerians about the need to review the existing constitution of the country. Issues such as indigeneship and settlers rights in communities call for reviews of the land use acts which have been abused largely by the upper class es. 
ese issues should be in the front burner in the constitution review process. is paper concludes that it is in the interest of the State to end the rhetoric about the demarcation of grazing land and take concrete steps to address the genuine needs of herdsmen concerning its availability in order to resolve the re-occurring con icts in the agricultural sector which currently provides employment to over 80 % of the country’s population.
Peace is cherished  but has not been enjoyed by many people for decades. Millions of people have been deprived of peace for much of their lives while an even greater number – possibly all humankind – feel the threat of being peace and stability being removed—if not for themselves, for their children. Good in itself, peace – true, lasting peace – is a symptom of well-being, a sign of people living in harmony with themselves and others. Without food security, peace is elusive, an appearance maintained through repressed violence, undermined by the sense of frustration and impotence, and eventually be threatened by revolt. 
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A learning agenda that integrates food security more explicitly into con ict analysis would contribute important insights for future work. A deeper understanding of linkage between con ict and food security would help to build a better foundation for interventions aimed at both con ict prevention and recovery. Policies need to be put in place to promote food security's growth and distribute its bene ts broadly across society. Agricultural development, as part of economic and social changes that give the poor greater power over the productive resources and the social factors that shape their livelihoods, is indispensable to the food security of the rural population and to a more peaceful and stable environment. Equitable growth and pro-poor policies are neededl not only to prevent the outbreak of con icts but also in immediate post-con ict situations.
We suggest that the following be adopted:
1. Identi cation of ashpoints of possible con ict;
2. Demarcation of grazing reserves for Fulani herds men on their various grazing tracks;
3. Provision of water through either boreholes or wells along the tracks;
4. Participation of all stakeholders at all levels of con ict resolution and Resource management;
5. Government be rm and fair in its resolution and implementation of decisions.
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