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Abstract
Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), the umbrella body of Christians in Nigeria was founded in1976 as offshoot of Northern Christian Association. The Association has made significant impacts on Christianity in Nigeria. The undiminished quest for unity, which has characterized the activities of the Nigerian Church Council, is by no means geared towards eliminating discord and schism. It is noteworthy that CAN has been playing positive impacts in the Nigerian society, which consists of Christians and non-Christians. The purpose of this paper was to assess its impacts on Nigerian society. In doing this, historical, descriptive and empirical methods of research were adopted. It was discovered that the Association, has been playing positive impacts not only among Christians but to the nation at large through its various programmes such as youths and women empowerments, prayer conferences, advice, poverty alleviation programmes, leadership trainings and others. And that, its developmental programmes are future oriented and are not limited to Christians but to non-Christians in Nigeria. The paper concluded that, the impacts of the Christian Association of Nigeria on the Nigerian society are capable of enhancing sustainable development in Nigeria.

			.






Introduction
Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), the umbrella body of Christian denominations in Nigeria has been facing various challenges like disunity, finance, membership, internal and external wrangling and hosts of other challenges. However, despite these challenges encountered by the Association, it is also noteworthy that it has impacted positively into the development of Christianity and Nigeria as a nation. According to its constitution, one of its aims and objectives is to play the role of a watchman for the spiritual and moral welfare of the Nation. This implies that it is expected to serve as spiritual watchman for the Nation and exhibits good moral standard among the citizens. CAN has not only played the role of watchman of the spiritual and moral welfare of Nigeria as stipulated in its constitution, its impacts are not limited to religious activities only, but it also plays positive impacts in the social, economic and political development of Nigeria. These impacts have led to the growth of Christianity, as it has become a rallying point in the socio-political and economic activities in Nigeria. These it performs through its various programmes at the National, States and Local Government Areas level.
	The objective of this work is to highlight and discuss the impacts of CAN to the growth of Christianity. What are positive impacts that CAN has been playing? How have those impacts affected the growth of Christianity in Nigeria? These impacts can be categorized into internal and external programmes. The internal programmes are the ones it organizes for the wellbeing of the Church to foster unity among its members. While the external programmes are the ones it performs outside the Church, especially among the non-Christians. 

The Establishment of CAN
Before the establishment of what is known as CAN today, there was no coordination among Churches in Nigeria. This was the outcome of the unhealthy rivalries among various Church groups. These acts of disunity were the consequences of the rivalries that had been existing among the missionaries that brought Christianity to Africa. According to Alamu, the socio-religious context in which ecumenism sparked off was the acrimonious and unhealthy rivalries among Churches at their missionary inceptions.  These rivalries were more pronounced in the areas of proselytism, education, politics and others.1   This became so serious and led to what Okeke described as “the acrimonious dissensions which characterized the Church of both Protestantism and Catholicism”.2   This brought mistrust, suspicion and hostilities as the consequences of the superiority complex exhibited by both the Catholic and non-Catholic churches in respect of creeds, interpretation of the scriptures and doctrines. These rivalries destructively caused setback to the progress of the Church, Okeke however sums it up that “it avoidably became appalling that these rivalries destructively retarded the progress of the Church, even at the verge of death in the Eastern part of Nigeria.”3
As earlier examined, because of the schism among these denominations, many attempts made to unite the body of Christ failed to materialize because of the subtle and divergent interpretations given to the actions of those who spear-headed the initial movement amidst these religious attachments. Rather than uniting the Christians, the failure of this union gave birth to the Christian Council of Nigeria which is one of the five blocks that constitute Christian Association of Nigeria and one of the non-Catholic Churches in Nigeria. Other different bodies like African Indigenous Churches, Roman Catholic Mission protested as a result of the failure of Christian Council of Nigeria to accept and carry these groups along.   As a way of solving the knotty issues that divided Christians, the Christian Council of Nigeria in collaboration with the World Council of Churches held its Independent Assemblies at Abeokuta in May, 1960 few months to the Independence of Nigeria. Striking issues that caused division in the Church were discussed; Bettenson puts it succinctly that:
The causes of division lie deep in the past, and are by no means simply or wholly blameworthy. Yet, none can doubt that self-will, ambition, lack of charity among Christians have been principal factors in the mingled process, and that these, together with blindness to the sins of disunions, are still mainly responsible for the breaches of Christendom. We acknowledge this condition of broken fellowship to be contrary to God’s will, and we desire frankly to confess our share in the guilt of this crippling the Body of Christ and hindering the activities of His Spirit.4

After many failed attempts to bring Christians together, such as the initiatives of the Vatican to foster unity, the meeting of Christian Council of Nigeria in 1929, the formation of Christian Association of the North, the coming together of like-minded denominations to form church groups, Christian Association of Nigeria was formed in 1976. Tanko described this as an offshoot of Northern Christian Association which was founded to checkmate the ruling class.5 Enwerem also confirmed the view of Tanko that, what is known as CAN today started from the North.  He quoted D.D. Diarra who was a former Protem Secretary of the Benue State Branch of CAN, who said that:
To a large extent what is known as CAN started in the North by Christians who saw what Sardauna was doing.  He wanted to Islamize the North and the entire country. Therefore, Christian and even non-Christians in the North came together as a group to resist the Sardauna’s mission.6

The Northern Christian Association was formed to check the effects of the influence of the Sardauna, who was believed to have it in plan to Islamize the northern part of Nigeria. To this end, the death of Sardauna on 15th January 1966 was perceived as a halt to this plan. The aftermath of this coup was the civil war that started from 1967 to 1970. Events after the civil war showed that, the Government at central was trying to wage war against Christianity through various means such as the takeover of missions’ schools, health facilities, heavy taxation of religious parcels imported into the country. This was the situation until 1976, when Murtala Mohammed was assassinated by Dimka and his group who were believed to be Christians from the Middle Belt. This heightened the suspicion that had engulfed the relationship between Christians and Muslim, as there was speculation of reprisal attack from the Muslim North. Consequently, Olusegun Obasanjo became the Head of State in 1976, the government was trying to introduce the recitation of the National Pledge and Anthem into schools and wanted to seek for the support of religious leaders for the success and acceptability of the programme; and, as well douse off the tension caused by the assassination of Mohammed and other northerners. He decided to invite the religious leaders to intimate them of the plan of the government. It was in this meeting that the leaders took up the challenge that led to the establishment of CAN, a development which Habila Aleyideno confessed was not so easy. Aleyideno while trying to give an eye witness account of the establishment of CAN, narrated that:
In the meeting with Brigadier Yar’Adua, one of our members asked that the participants at least round up the meeting with a word of prayer, despite the fact that the meeting did not open with prayer.  Brigadier (Shehu) Yar’Adua, the host, and the Chief of Staff, said that, since there were various denominations, he did not know who could be called upon to lead prayers. We were so worried that the government should make this observation about our not being united, so we decided that we must do something.7

If there was any challenge that actually spurred the Church leaders, the incident narrated above actually passed the messages to the leaders than the purpose of their gathering at Dodan Barracks, which was to advise government on its plan to introduce the National Pledge into all schools. The word of Yar’ Adua revived the conscience and challenged the church leaders, opening their eyes to the needful but undermined recipe and unity. The Church leaders sprang into action and this broke the remaining walls of pride and self-centeredness in their midst. Due to various versions given to the story of the formation of CAN, and in order not to give its glory to man or any denomination but to God, Williams sums it up that:
The Holy Spirit had another plan; the Church leaders were destined to be founders of a very important Association, which by the grace of God will ultimately bring together into one fold all those who claimed the fatherhood of God through Jesus Christ. And so, what for many years appeared to be a mirage, the coming together of Roman Catholics and impossibility different shades of Protestants became a reality under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, a simple, spontaneous and effortless achievement.8

	Technically speaking, the incidents narrated by Williams and Aleyideno who were eye witnesses, gave birth to CAN on 27th August, 1976 at the meeting held in the Catholic Secretariat by Church leaders.  It was in the meeting which followed the one held with the government that the rejoinder that befitted Christians in Nigeria was given to the government on the issue of the National Pledge.  After the meeting of August 27, 1976, other series of meetings took place from 7th to 8th September, 1976.  The purpose of the meeting was to give a name to the Association and to write its rejoinder with an acceptable name. A Committee headed by Rt. Reverend F.O. Segun was set up to suggest name to be given to the Association.   According to Enwerem, it was in the meeting of the Committee that,
“Christian Association of Nigeria” was given to the Association, instead of Christian Association of the North which it bore earlier, in order to make it all-embracing for other parts of the Country.The first President of the Association was His Eminence Cardinal Dominic Ekandem, while Reverend (Dr) J.A. Adegbite was appointed as the first National General Secretary. This was how CAN was formed.9


Aims and Objectives of Christian Association of Nigeria
After the establishment of Christian Association of Nigeria, to make it acceptable to all the blocks in it the objective of its formation has to be made.  And according to the constitution of CAN, the objectives of the Association were enumerated thus:
(a)	to serve as a basis of response to the unity of the Church, especially as contained in our Lord’s pastoral prayer:  “That they all may be one”.  (John 17:21);
(b)	to promote understanding, peace and unity among the various people and strata of society in Nigeria, through the propagation of the Gospel;
(c)	to act as a liaison committee, by means of which its member churches can consult together and when necessary, make common statement and take common actions;
(d)	to act as watch-man of the spiritual and moral welfare of the Nation.


The Impacts of CAN to the Growth of Christianity in Nigeria
 CAN has since its inception, played its roles based on its four-point objectives as enshrined in its constitution. To this end, it has been playing positive impacts to the growth of Christianity by promoting unity and oneness in the Church; promoting understanding and peace among the various people and strata of society in Nigeria through the followings:



Ecumenism
 Ecumenism is derived from the Greek word “oikoumene” which means the whole inhabited world.10 It can also be defined as a movement of promoting unity among Christian Churches or denominations.11 The Church, represented by Christians in Nigeria has been polarized along doctrinal, denominational and political lines. These have taken place right from the advent of Christianity in Nigeria. Various denominations such as The Roman Catholic Mission, Anglican, Baptist, The Presbyterian Church and others came to Christianize Nigeria. Each mission came with her own doctrines, creeds, philosophy and teachings. This caused rivalry which led to disunity within the Christian fold.  Hardly was there any denomination without its doctrines that were not at variance to others. Every denomination has its own political and social links. This rivalry became noticeable in the relationship between various denominations that made up Christian Churches in Nigeria. Caused by what Ugorji referred to as,
The action taken by the Church of England separating herself from the authority of the Vatican might have given birth to the frosty relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and Church of England. And that other denomination or Church groups sprang up from that breakup. This has continued for many years, and still serves as threat to our union, as we have not been able to harmonize our views and stands. A development that is not good for the body of Christ.12 

To this end, members of these various blocks could not come together as these problems persisted among them, preventing them from having total submission among them. The experiences then, made it difficult for any meaningful development to be achieved within their folds. There were intra-denominational interactions, but on the inter denominational level, the interaction was minimal. Such was the relationship among Christian Churches before the establishment of CAN. 
Tanko stressed that CAN was formed ‘as a central body for all Christians in Nigeria to safeguard their interests in dealing with the government.’18 Since its inception in 1976, it has been able to create to a large extent, avenue to foster unity and fellowship among the various denominations with mutual respect for the areas of differences among various denominations. Oyalana referred to this as ‘unity in diversity’. Since according to him, Christians cannot speak with a voice as there were issues that the Church has divergence views on.15 Therefore, CAN has been able to bring the Church together with mutual respect for those different views. The impact of this, according to Timothy Opoola, was the building of the Christian Ecumenical Centre in Abuja, which serves as a place of worship for Christians of all denominations.16 The unity among the Christian Churches, as propagated by CAN has also helped in propagation of Christianity in various parts of Nigeria. 
The ecumenism has been a unifying and inspirational factor for the church to speak with one voice, even if there are points of disagreement. Enwerem, on his part, stressed that,
The unity of Christians was not the priorities of those who formed the association but the welfare of various bodies and churches that were not united. It was shortly after the birth of the association that, some of its custodians disturbed by conscience were not happy about the parochial reason for the formation of CAN. It was during the drafting of the constitution that what seemed like ecumenism was introduced.17

The view expressed by Enwerem may sound strange considering the activities of CAN; even if the preamble was an after-thought, the association is still regarded as the rallying point of Christian churches in Nigeria as the government does not always interact with individual denomination without the input of CAN. And that has been the situation in all states of the federation. The result of the ecumenism of Church has led to peaceful relationship between member denominations. This is practised in the CAN annual universal week of prayer, which always takes place in the first week of January. In this programme, the activities and officiating cut across all the denominations in the zone. This is also practised in any of its national programmes, the officiating cuts across all the blocks of the Association.
	The level of interaction among members of CAN, created various fora for them to meet and discuss on how to help members and how to propagate the gospel. The Oyo State Chairman of CAN, Pastor B.O. Akanmu confirmed this when he attested to the level of interaction from the local government areas in the state. He said that interaction across the state is very perfect and encouraging as ‘’there were reports from various leaders that there were crusades and empowerment programmes.”18Byal also confirmed this in the Northeast zone before the activities of insurgents in the area. He still maintained that, despite the activities of the insurgents, the unity of Christians in the area still remains firm and solid.19 Cosmas Ilenchukwu, the Enugu State chairman of CAN, also expressed his satisfaction on the level of unity prevalent among the church denominations. According to him,
There is mutual understanding and trust among us; we settle our grievance with maturity and love, with mutual respect. That is why we can always work together as team. We have recorded tremendous progress because of our oneness. This also gave us opportunity to organize spiritual edifying programmes.20

Reverend Pam Yakubu, the chairman of the nineteen northern states and the former chairman of the north central zone of CAN, also confirmed the level of cooperation in the zone, by stressing that,
Although, not all churches here joined CAN, but we still interact with them with the hope that they would come under the fold of the association. But we were surprised to see that these groups have now seen and value the importance of relating together with other denominations. They have been participating in our programmes now. We enjoy a very cordial relationship among ourselves. Whenever a church has problem, other churches empathize with them. This had not been practised before. Do not forget that, what we call CAN today, started from us here.21

With the view of Yakubu above, it can be said that, ever before the formation of CAN, the northern Christians had situations that brought them together; though not willingly but circumstantially. Now, with the activities of the Boko haram, they still maintain the same level of unity among themselves. Consequently, this can also be noticed at the national level. While corroborating the view of Yakubu, Echioda said that,
CAN has been playing vital roles in bringing Christians together irrespective of their denominational differences. It is the umbrella body that brings all the various denominations (through the five blocs) together. I can tell you that CAN has been very active in this aspect and has been enjoying the cooperation of most of our Church leaders in our different programmes and meetings.22

This view was also supported by Asake the General Secretary of CAN, as he highlighted the contributions of the Association to the unity of Christianity in Nigeria; although he quickly added that there are still much to do in the efforts of uniting all Christian Churches in Nigeria. He lamented on the problems caused by disunity among various Church groups; but he emphatically stated that,
CAN has been very active and vibrant in enhancing unity and love among its members. We have been able to resolve many issues that could have led to disharmony and friction among some denominations and groups by dialogue this created understanding and harmony between the groups. Thus we spread the seed of harmony among our members. We always organize programmes and meeting among Church leaders, these enable us to rub minds together and proffer solutions to most of our problems.23

He expressed satisfaction on the reports on the level of cooperation and unity enjoyed by various state branches through the zonal executives nationwide. Consequently, the establishment of CAN has enhanced unity and positive interaction among various Churches. This reflects in the participation of various denominations in its various programmes like the Annual Universal Week of Prayer that takes place every first week of January, CAN Week, Palm Sunday Rallies, Crusades and Symposia.

Spiritual Impacts
 As a result of the level of unity among members of CAN, it also contributes to the spiritual development of both the Church and the nation by introducing various programmes like crusades, revivals, rallies and other activities.  One of the objectives of CAN is to oversee the spiritual and moral standards of this society.24   In doing this, CAN has organized various spiritual programmes, aimed at boosting the spiritual awareness of all the people in Nigeria:  For example, the Annual Universal Week of Prayer, which takes place every first week of January, prayer and fasting organized by CAN for Church leaders prior to the general election of 2015, the interdenominational crusade that took place at the Ecumenical Centre in Abuja from 25th-27th March, 2017. At the national level, it also organized three days prayer and fasting for restoration of peacein the northeast Nigeria. Various States branches also organized interdenominational crusades as refresher to the spiritual status of Christians and non-Christians in the society.
	Akinfenwa, Byal, Yakubu and Opoola confirm the effects of these spiritual programmes to the lives of the citizens of their various areas. For instance, Byal narrated the experiences of the northeast zone, by saying that,
Despite the security challenges we encountered over here, we still organize spiritual programmes in our various churches. Actually, we used to organize open air crusades and revivals, but we have to be security conscious now, that we do not know the strategy of these suicide bombers. We decided to limit our activities to the confines of the church. We always organize prayer and fasting session for peace and well-being of our states, zone and the nation in general.25 

To buttress his points, he confirmed that they had just ended a week prayer session in which was hosted by Bauchi State. The purpose of this prayer session, according to him, “was to pray for peace in Nigeria and northeast in particular”.26 Akanmu, while highlighting the spiritual activities of Oyo State, affirmed that,
Last week, there were various meetings with our people from all the thirty-three local government areas of Oyo State. The reports we received from our people were impressive. The chairman of CAN in Ogbomoso, informed us of the just concluded ‘All Churches Crusade’. The turnout, according to him, was impressive. Because of the unity and cooperation we enjoy, we have been able to have the state secretariat of CAN, with full participation of ministers of various denominations.27
	
CAN does not create spiritual growth through crusades alone, it also organizes prayer and fasting sessions for Christians, when situations require for it, for instance, during the preparation for the general elections that took place in 2015, CAN organize a three day prayer and fasting nationwide for the peaceful conduct of the elections. During the political crisis that emanated from the annulment of June 12, 1993 elections, CAN organized prayer and fasting for God’s intervention on the crisis.   It also has varieties of programmes for the spiritual well-being of the people.  In December 2014, it organized Joint Carol for all denominations in Ilorin metropolis and still continues till date in other States of the Federation including Abuja. The outcome of these programmes is to enhance the development of Christianity in Nigeria.  It also trained people for missionary activities to enable them to go out on evangelism and thus propagate the gospel. The growth of Christianity also leads to the establishment of various arms of CAN in Nigeria; this also leads to the expansion of the umbrella of CAN, as a result of which Local Government Area branches and neighbourhoods were created. 
In the build-up to the last general election in 2015, CAN organized prayer and fasting for a free and fair election nationwide. It also organized training programme for ministers through the Church Leaders’ Forum nationwide. It has organized prayer and fasting programmes for peace to be restored in the northeast part of Nigeria, the programme took place between 14th and 16th November, 2016. Yakubu expressed his delight at the turnout of the members of various Church denominations. According to him, ‘the programme was meant for church leaders but eventually, it became a widely attended programme’.28 With these programmes, CAN has been able to live up to its bidding as the Spiritual watchman of the nation. This also helped to curtail what could have led to bloodbath in the country, as it always creates spiritual awareness for the nation and her leaders.
Cardinal Onaiyekan emphasized the impacts of CAN and its leaders to the wellbeing of the nation stressed that,
We, as CAN leaders have been praying for the unity of this nation and have been doing this with other religious leaders. This afternoon (20th January, 2017), I was at a forum with the Chief Imam of Abuja, to pray for the peace of this nation. The Government always consults us for prayers, spiritual advice and assistance when the needs arise. Hence, we have been helping the nation to champion the course of spiritual rebirth among the citizens.29

It shows that CAN is not only playing spiritual impacts among its members, but also to the nation and her leaders. Echioda also confirmed this as the true position of the activities of the Association in the Northern zone of the country,30 as confirmed by all its Chairmen in the zone during our interaction. 
	The impacts of CAN are not limited to prayers alone as expressed by Onaiyekan, it also serves as advisers to government at various levels at different occasions. This it does by rendering advice and suggestions to government for successful governance of the nation. These it performs through various programmes it organizes. According to Ayokunle,
CAN as an Association and we as its leaders cannot fold our arms and fail to offer constructive advice and suggestions to our political leaders. If we failed or refused to do that, then we have failed in our responsibilities as Christians and citizens of this great nation. The Bible admonishes us to pray for our leaders and also contribute our own quota to the growth of our nation. Our duties are not limited to the leaders but also to the citizens, we have to sensitize the people to enable them do the right things, work hard, discourage and wage war against corruption and other vices. These we do by giving proper orientation to our members.31

On these, CAN has been impacting positively to create a vibrant and solid spiritual foundation for the citizens. This was confirmed by the chairmen of its six zones, who explained that, they organized various programmes like interdenominational and interstate prayer and interactive programmes for the wellbeing of their zones and states in the zones, especially zones prone to militants and insurgents’ attacks.  CAN is not lagging behind in playing its role as the spiritual watchman for the nation in the fight against corruption and other vices in the society

Social Impacts
 With the experiences it has at the states, zonal and national levels, one would expect CAN to be constrained in its activities or limits its activities to its fold. Nevertheless, it has through WOWICAN (Women Wing of CAN) organized various programmes for the rehabilitation of the widows, created empowerment for women at States and National levels. This also helps in winning many converts into the Christian fold. In 1999, for instance Kwara State CAN then used the proceeds raised at Pastor K.A. Paul crusade to take care of widows who were present at the Crusade. Adewole, while enumerating this, said that the social activities of CAN in Ilorin had helped many Churches in the metropolis to develop; as the Association trained people for many vocations to enable them become financially independent.32  He mentioned the vocational training organized by CAN at UMCATC Ilorin, in 1997; the trainings that also took place at St. Barnabas Cathedral in 1999, 2000 and 2005 respectively.33  He said the trainings are not for Christians only but also for the adherents of other religions.34 Adewole also added that,
Some denominations also have their methods of empowerment, that were put in place to propagate the gospel among the less privileged in the society. For instance, you can see what T.B. Joshua is doing at Synagogue Church, he gave scholarship to indigent students, gave money and foodstuff to widows and the needy; you can see people both Christians and non-Christians coming to his Church.  Many other churches are doing the same. And these also contribute to the growth of Christianity; although some people may say that CAN is not doing much of these.35

	Omotoye while taking critical examination of the contributions of the Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria also highlighted eight different ways by which Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria contributed to the National Development through humanitarian services, educational development, employment generation, social and ethical development, governance by example, spiritual and moral development and improved economy.36   These activities are not limited to Pentecostal Churches but CAN has also encouraged its members to introduce life impacting programmes. CAN has also organized these programmes and their impacts are felt in all strata of the Nation. We can as well agree that these programmes impacted positively and widely on the lives of the people. 

Corporate Social Responsibility (Humanitarian Services)
CAN has been rendering various humanitarian services to the less privileged, the homeless, victims of flood, other natural disasters and victims of insurgents’ attacks. These humanitarian services spread across the nation. CAN has been giving helping hands to various people and has encouraged its members to stretch their helping hands to the less privileged in the society. Various blocks in CAN have been taking various steps to assist the less privileged in the society. Omotoye further gave examples of such activities like giving free food and lodging as practiced by Deeper Life Bible Church, T.B. Joshua’s Synagogue of All Nations’ care for the poor and destitutes, Living Faith World Outreach providing food, clothing and other relief materials to indigene of Koma Hills in Adamawa State.37  
 These are not limited to Pentecostal Churches only; some other blocks of CAN also practised such activities. For instance, ECWA churches donate food and clothing materials to places where they evangelized; and rendered free medical assistance to such people.  As a result of these, many people were converted into Christianity from other religions. It was widely reported by daily newspapers that, during the financial crisis in Osun State, when civil servants were owed up to six or seven months salaries, CAN rendered succour in form of foodstuff and other relief materials to cushion the effect this might have on the workers that cut across all religions. It was even reported that citizens who were not civil servants also benefitted from this largesse.38 Byal also confirmed the roles of CAN in helping the Internally Displaced People(IDP) in all their various camps in the northeast.39 These people were displaced as the outcome of the activities of the insurgents notably Boko Haram.

Youth Programmes
 Esagu defined youths as “the state and time of being young. And being young means not far advanced in life, growth, experience and development.”40 Although, circumstances in our contemporary days may not agree with the above definition. This is due to the presence of technological advancements that make it easy for youths to acquire knowledge from other sources like internet and other channels like the media (print or electronics), books and journals. These wrong sources of knowledge acquired without proper monitoring lead to restiveness and increase in crime rate. A critical assessment of the current crime rate can be traced to the youths.
Esagu further stressed that,
The United Nations prescribed age for youths ranging from fifteen to twenty-one years. But generally, this can be about thirty years, which is seen as a generation. The age of a youth is the average time which children grow up to become adults and have children of their own. However, this age bracket differs from one nation to another with special consideration to political, religious, traditionally and socio-economic factors. In all, it is the general belief that people within this age bracket are strong; and so it is a time of having the best of life.41 
    
Youths are the heartbeats of a nation. They form the nucleus of any society and every nations of the world. Consequently, Esagu referred to them as “the hope of a future generation and the strength of the nation.”42 Thus, they cannot be despised; therefore, they are very sensitive and require a lot of precautions. Why? Simply because they are vulnerable to any acts capable of undermining the social order of the nation as they can be easily influenced by the older folks either positively or negatively. To prevent the youths from becoming the vices of the society, they need to be well mentored, so that they can contribute their positive quota to the development of the nation and the Church.
CAN is mindful of the importance of youths to the Church, Society and the Nation at large. It believes that youths are the strength of the nation. CAN believe that if the youths are well trained and educated, half of the problems facing the nation is solved. Youths can be veritable weapons in the hand of Satan, if not properly trained, they can be hostile if not trained on better ways of interacting with different group of people, and they can be lawless if not equipped with better and legitimate means of livelihood as sources of empowerment. If they are equipped to preach the gospel to the society, they can help in reducing the vices in our society. 
To this end, CAN has been able to propagate Christianity among the youths through the Youth Wing of CAN (YOWICAN) by introducing various programmes for them. Opoola, while stressing the importance of youths in CAN says,
When we came on board, we decided to introduce programmes that will create total commitment among our youths, as these programmes enable them to contribute their own quotas to the progress and development of Christianity in our State.  To make this possible, we mobilized our youths to embrace evangelism, which they have started doing. In fact, the National leadership of CAN has been working together with all its zones and states branches to introduce empowerment and leadership trainings for our youths.43

	The importance of youths and their usefulness have been yielding dividends to CAN as it introduced various programmes to enhance youths’ adequate participation in the gospel.   For instance, the introduction of CAN youth football competitions to hunt for talents among youths, has played positive impact in reducing crimes among youths. It has also organized various sporting activities, as it organized football competition nationwide between the months of February and May, 2016. This was the third series of the competitions; the maiden competition was won by Rhema Football Club, Ilorin. It was through these sporting activities that Mountain of Fire Football Club of Lagos, which is making great exploits in the Nigerian league, was formed. CAN also organized a national workshop for youths across the country to teach them on leadership and National Development; Youths as Agents of Development.  The workshop took place in Abuja between 15th and 18th June, 2015.  Another workshop also took place at Ilorin in August, 2015.
 Recently, it organized a week long programmes of empowerment for youths to enable them have economic independence through various trainings during this economic recession. The training which took place between 21st and 27th September, 2016, has representatives and participants from all the states of the Federation and Abuja. This has helped a lot in bringing youths from various denominations together and enhanced unity among members. 

Political Impacts
  CAN does not limit its impacts to the spiritual well-being of Nigeria alone, it has also impacted positively and actively in the political activities of Nigeria. Right from its inception, it has been perceived as a religious-political pressure group of Christians in Nigeria. When the activities of Northern Christian Association (later called Christian Association of the North), is considered it shows that political events then necessitated the founding of the association in the sixties. And since CAN, is the offshoot of NCA, one would agree with the view of Dodo which was supported by Alamu that,
To a large extent, what is known today as CAN was started in the North by Christians who saw Sardauna was doing. He wanted to Islamize the North and the non-Christians in the North came together as a group to resist the Sardauna’s mission.44   

[bookmark: _GoBack]	This view tends to show that Christian Association of Nigeria was born to serve as political pressure group of Christians in Nigeria; but its birth was to create a uniting organ for Christians in Nigeria. Being the mouthpiece of Christians in Nigeria, it can as well agitate for fair treatment of its members, if it observes that there is an infringement on the rights of its members either by any external force or if any government policy is against its members. This was demonstrated in the wake of the school uniform crisis in Osun State.45 It has not ceased playing its roles as intermediary to the government at all levels, in order to make sure that Christians are not marginalized; as enshrined in its objectives, which states that CAN is “to act as liaison committee by means of which its member Churches can consult together when necessary, to make common statement and take common actions.”46
To be factual, CAN has not relented in playing major impacts in the political setting of Nigeria. For instance, in any political dispensation, CAN plays tangible and vital roles in election of political office holders. It serves as a rallying point and new bride for political parties and groups. Political gladiators consult CAN in order to have the backing of its members during elections. The association cannot be undermined in the political setting of Nigeria. It was on record that, when M.K.O. Abiola was to choose his running-mate, CAN objected to the choice of a Muslim since Abiola was a Muslim. This was also replicated during the 2015 Presidential election, when it was rumoured that Muhammadu Buhari had tipped either of Bola Tinubu and Babatunde Fashola as his running-mate. The party had to settle for Yemi Oshinbajo, a Christian in order to douse the tension. Consequently, this has led to an arrangement in which in some states if the Governor is a Muslim, the Deputy Governor would be a Christian as we have in Kwara, Kogi, Oyo, Osun Ogun, and Kaduna respectively. It has contributed to the allocation of post and appointments of cabinets’ offices and portfolios. 
Politically, CAN has played very important roles to safeguard its members from being intimidated by political power. During the takeover of missions schools in Osun State, CAN raised its voice in support of retaining or returning schools back to their original owners. It was similar to the experience in Anambra State, Peter Obi, the Governor had to revert his order and returned schools back to their owners. It was the same experience in 1993 and 1994 in Kwara State as confirmed by Ajolore.47 Consequently, CAN has been very active politically in this regard. The contributions of the Association cannot be underestimated as it also contributes directly and indirectly to the growth of both Christianity and Nigeria.
 CAN does not allow its members who are active to be intimidated, it rises up and stands to defend them. According to Pastor Ekoh-Noble, during the attack meted on Christians in 1986, CAN played its role to defend Christians.  He said that, 
I remember during the Palm Sunday rally of 1986, we were attacked while the rally was going on. We also acted in self-defence; the matter was charged to court. But CAN took the matter up for us and engaged lawyers to defend us and the matter was eventually settled out of court. CAN monitored everything and made sure it went well.48

It has been playing its roles as mediator in terms of disagreement, discords or misunderstandings between its members and the society; with the belief that when the environment is conducive, the gospel will be propagated and the church will grow.”49

Educational Impacts
CAN according to Ayokunle, has been encouraging and supporting its members to give orientation to the populace through enlightenment programmes. To achieve this, members of can (denominations and Church blocks) were encouraged to establish schools ranging from nursery to Universities.50This was confirmed by Omotoye while trying to assess the contributions of the Pentecostal Churches to National development. He said,
Many Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria have Nursery, Primary, Secondary and even Private Universities. The latter is a new dimension in the history of education in Nigeria. Even though, the programme is being criticized as too expensive and beyond the reach of the common man.51  

He further listed the Universities founded by these Churches and where they were situated in Nigeria. It is pertinent to note that the Universities listed by Omotoye cut across all the five blocks of CAN; and not limited to Pentecostal Churches only. The Federal Government has approved the establishment of Universities by some other Church groups or denomination. An analysis of the Universities listed by Omotoye shows that, virtually all the blocks that constitute CAN have at least two Universities from its members.
	This became imperative as a way of assisting the Government and the candidates who might have lost their chances of gaining admission into public Universities as a result of over population and excess demand for Government owned Universities. Atypical example was the assertion of the Vice-Chancellor of University of Ilorin in 2016 that over one hundred and four thousand candidates made Unilorin their first choices and that the University can only admit less than twenty thousand candidates.52 This problem was also peculiar to other Universities in Nigeria. CAN realizing that the Government alone could not fund education, encouraged its member to support the government by establishing schools. Although, the problem of fees and others raised by Omotoye still persist, but the establishment of these institutions reduced the problems candidates would have encountered. It is just a matter of the candidates’ ability to afford the tuition.
	CAN does not only encourage the establishments of tertiary institutions for formal education, it also support the establishment of vocational centres where people are to be trained for various skills acquisition programmes, in order to reduce the over dependent on white collar job by our youths and school leavers and to reduce to the barest minimal the number of the unemployed in the society. To this, Echioda said,
The problem we have today is that we are rearing youths and generation of unemployed graduates as a Nation. We have made our youths to so much depend on office work; and those who could not secure one ended up becoming problems to the society. That was why in our various meetings in CAN, we encouraged our people to learn various legitimate trades to enable them become financial independent and employers of labour. I am a typical example of such Apostles of self- dependent. We trained people to have skill knowledge and become masters of themselves.53

In doing these, the impacts of CAN have not only help in empowering our people in the formal pursuit of education, but also in the informal aspect as well and thus empowering the people and creating a conducive society.
	
Conclusion  
Christian Association of Nigeria has impacted the nation immensely either directly or indirectly through its blocks. It has been playing positive roles to the development of the Nation through most of its programmes. It has been playing advisory roles to the various governments in Nigeria not only spiritually but in other matters of national interests. It cannot be undermined or underrated as it remains the active voice of ecumenism in Nigeria. This research has been able to show various contributions of CAN to Christianity and the nation.
It also concluded that, the Association can still do more despite the paucity of fund it encounters; and that it will continues to be more relevant in the future as the voice of the Church.



Notes and References
1.   A.G. Alamu, “The Nigerian Church Council in the 21st Century”. in unilorin.edu.ng/publications/alamu/The Nigerian Church Council in the 21st Century. Accessed on 9/12/2016.
2. H.O. Okeke, Milestones in Ecumenism, (Enugu: Thin Ltd, 1986), 215.	.
     3.  	Okeke, Milestones in Ecumenism, 215.	
     4.	H. Bettenson (Ed.,), Documents of the Christian Church, (London:  Oxford University Press, 1963), 463. 
     5.	B.P. Tanko, The Christian Association of Nigeria and the Challenges of the Ecumenical Imperative, (Rome: N. Domenici-Pealiens, 1991), 105.
6.	I.M. Enwerem, A Dangerous Awakening: The Politicization of Religion in Nigeria (Ibadan:  IFRA, 1995), 77. 
     7.	H.M. Kukah, Religion, Politics and Power in Northern Nigeria (Ibadan: Spectrum Books Limited, 1993, 1994), 69, also cited by Tanko in the Christian Association of Nigeria,109 and also Enwerem, 80. 
     8.	Kukah Religion and Politics of Northern Nigeria, as cited by Enwerem, 80-81.
     9.	Kukah Religion and Politics of Northern Nigeria, as cited by Enwerem, 80-81, and Tanko, The Christian Association of Nigeria ,106.  .
    10.	Ecumenism in Roman Catholic in www.catholic.org/featured/headline.php?ID=635. Accessed on 13/01/2017 at 3.00pm.
11.	C.A. Omonokhua and S. Igbari, Proceedings of the Nigeria Anglican Roman Catholic Commission (NARCC) The Holy Eucharist (Lagos: NA, 2010), 6-7.
    12.	C.A. Omonokhua and S. Igbari, Proceedings of the Nigeria…8
    13.	B.P. Tanko, The Christian Association of Nigeria…., 133. 
    14.	A.S. Oyalana, “An Attempt at Church Ecumenism in Nigeria: 1909-1965”, Orita Vol.28 No 1-2, (June- December, 1996), 38.
    15.	A.S. Oyalana, “An Attempt at Church Ecumenism in Nigeria: 1909-1965”, 42. 
    16.   Timothy O. Opoola is the Kwara State Chairman of CAN, the oral interview was conducted in his office, Department of Mathematics, University of Ilorin on Friday April 10, 2015 at 3.20 p.m.
    17.	I.M. Enwerem, A Dangerous Awakening…..   77.
    18.	Oral interview with Pastor B.O. Akanmu, 64years old, the Chairman, Oyo State Branch of CAN. The oral interview was conducted on Wednesday, 28 December, 2016 in the premises of C.A.C. Yemetu Olodo, Ibadan at 3:00 pm. 
   19.	Reverend Dr. Shuaibu M. Byal, 60 years old, former Chairman of Northeast zone of CAN. The oral interview took place on phone on Tuesday, 23rd August, 2016 between 10:30am and 12:45 pm.
   20.	Reverend Cosmas Ilechukwu, 60 years old, CAN Chairman, Enugu State interviewed on phone 15th July, 2016 at 7:19 pm.
   21.	Reverend Pam Yakubu was formerly the Chairman of the North Central zone of CAN and currently Chairman, 19 northern states CAN. The oral interview took place through phone on 27th September, 2016 at 1:20pm.
  22.  	Rev. Dr. Matthias Echioda is the Chairman, C.A.N (Niger State Branch) and currently the Assistant Chairman, CAN North-Central Zone. The oral interview was conducted at Niger State CAN Secretariat, Minna, on Wednesday 18th January, 2017 between 10.30am and 12.00pm
23.	Rev. Dr. Musa Asake is the National Secretary of CAN. The oral interview was conducted at National Ecumenical Centre Abuja on Tuesday 17th January, 2017 between 9.30 and 10.30am.
24.	Constitution of Christian Association of Nigeria, 2004, 1-2.
25.	Reverend Dr. Shuaibu M. Byal, 60 years old, former Chairman of Northeast zone of CAN.
  26.	Reverend Dr. Shuaibu M. Byal, 60 years old, former Chairman of Northeast zone of CAN.
  27.	Oral interview with Pastor B.O. Akanmu, 64years old, the Chairman, Oyo State Branch of CAN. 
  28.	Reverend Pam Yakubu was formerly the Chairman of the North Central zone of CAN and currently Chairman, 19 northern states CAN.
  29. 	Cardinal John Olorunfemi Onaiyekan, a former President of CAN (2004-2008) and Catholic Archbishop of Abuja Diocese. The oral interview was conducted at his residence Abuja on Thursday 19th January, 2017 at 9.30pm.
   30.	Rev. Dr. Matthias Echioda is the Chairman, C.A.N (Niger State Branch) and currently the Assistant Chairman, CAN North-Central Zone.
   31.	Rev. Dr. A.S. Ayokunle, the current President of CAN and current President of Nigerian Baptist Convention. The oral interview was conducted at the Kwara State Government Guest House, Ilorin, on Sunday 29th January, 2017 between 9.30-10.30 p.m. 
   32.   	Pastor Tope Adewole was the Secretary of Ilorin City CAN between 1998 to 2006.  The oral interview was conducted at his residence Fate Village, Ilorin on Sunday 14th December, 2014 at 7.30 p.m.  
   33.	Pastor Tope Adewole was the Secretary of Ilorin City CAN.
   34.	Pastor Tope Adewole was the Secretary of Ilorin City CAN.
  35.	Pastor Tope Adewole was the Secretary of Ilorin City CAN.
  36.	Rotimi W. Omotoye, A Critical Examination of the Activities of Pentecostal Churches in National Development in Nigeria in HYPERLINKhttp://www.Censur.org/2010/omotoye.htm%20accessed%20on%204/6/2014%20at%2011.19%20a.m"http://www.Censur.org/2010/omotoye.htm accessed on 4/6/2014 at 11.19 a.m.
  37.	Rotimi W. Omotoye, A Critical Examination of the Activities of Pentecostal Churches.
 38.	‘CAN Distribute Foodstuff to Striking Osun Workers,’ The Tribune, 14 July, 2015, 1, ‘Salary Arrears/ Workers’ Strike: CAN To The Rescue, Donates Money, Foodstuff and other Relief Materials to Workers in Osun State’, The Punch, 14 July, 2015, 6.
  39. 	Constitution of Christian Association of Nigeria, 2004, 1-2. 
  40.	C.O. Esagu, Youth: A Weapon of War, (Ilorin: Throne of David Publishers, 2009), 6-9.
  41.	C.O. Esagu, Youth: A Weapon of War, 6. 
  42.	C.O. Esagu, Religious Complaints and Accusations, (Ilorin: Throne of David Publishers, 2009), 40-43. 
  43.	Timothy O. Opoola is the Kwara State Chairman of CAN.
  44.	A.G. Alamu, The Nigerian Church Council in the 21st Century.
  45.	‘CAN Distribute Foodstuff to Striking Osun Workers,’ The Tribune, 14 July, 2015, 1. 
  46.	Constitution of Christian Association of Nigeria, 2004, 1-2. Byal interview.
  47.	Papa Dr. Olushola Ajolore was the Secretary of Kwara State CAN for twenty- six years from 1991 to 2007. The interview was conducted at the Miracle Centre of the Full Gospel Business Men Fellowship Centre, Tanke on Tuesday, 15th March, 2016 between 11:00 am and 1:30 pm.
  48.	Pastor J.A. Ekoh Noble was a pioneer member of CAN in Ilorin and Kwara State, he was the Planning and Organizing Secretary for over twenty-five years. The oral interview was conducted on Sunday 28 December, 2014 at the premises of Christ Apostolic Church, Oke-Isegun, Taiwo Road, Ilorin at 10.20 a.m.
  49.	Pastor Tope Adewole was the Secretary of Ilorin City CAN.
  50.	Rev. Dr. A.S. Ayokunle, the current President of CAN and current President of Nigerian Baptist Convention. 
 51. 	Rotimi W. Omotoye, A Critical Examination of the Activities of Pentecostal Churches.  
 52.	‘‘Over 104,000 candidates chose Unilorin as First Choice”. Unilorin Bulletin, July, 2016.	
 53.	Rev. Dr. Matthias Echioda is the Chairman, C.A.N (Niger State Branch) and currently the Assistant Chairman, CAN North-Central Zone.

