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CHAPTER 32

AN APPRAISAL OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES' ROLES IN THE
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF NIGERIA

Dr. Olumuyiwa Aduralere AJETOMOBI & Tosin Success ABOLAJI
ajetomobi.oa@unilorin.edu.ng
08067409917

abtosin003@gmail.com
09130297935

Abstract

This paper analyses the moral values in the Christian Missionary Educational System in
Nigeria. The waning moral values in Nigerian society are evident in immoral activities like
kidnapping, murder, fraud, sexual immorality, forgery, bribery and corruption. The moral
values adopted by the Christian missionaries can go a long way in correcting the wrongs in

society and even in the church in particular. Therefore, this paper is interested in examining the
moral values in the Christian missionary educational system. The research method employed in

the paper is historical and participatory observation. This is because the paper is a historical
research. It thus uses historical analysis, which allows us to contextualise the beliefs, practices,

objects and symbolic forms in their social context noting their changes and transformation over
the vears." And the participatory observation made us to portrayed these moral values in the
society we belong. All these help clarify the ideas in the study for a better understanding of the
issues and arrival at sound conclusions. It was discovered that the early missionaries were with

a guide (Bible) during their advent to Nigeria, which made them seek peace and not war during

their voyages. It is therefore recommended that every member of the society shun every act of
evil, such as corruption, injustice, dishonesty, killings, kidnapping and so on, as this would
enhance an environment where peace, unity, progress and orderliness prevail.

Keywords: Moral Values, Christian Missionary, Education, Nigeria

Introduction

Society is expected to grow in virtues which can bind it together and make it progressive.
However, the absence of these virtues not only means that the society diminishes gradually but
also implies the stagnant state that the society can become. Moral values are the worthy ideals or
principles one follows to distinguish right from wrong. These ideals or virtues are considered
worthy in building up the character of an individual. Moral values refer to good virtues such as
honesty, integrity, truthfulness, compassion, helpfulness, love, respectfulness, hardwork, etc.’
The absence of these virtues can lead society into a state of moral decadence, the prevalence of
corruption and Godlessness, where the fear of God will no longer be important, and the lives of
others become non-important due to the prevalence of evil. On the above premises, this paper
intends to examine the moral values in Nigeria's Christian Missionary Educational System.
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Methodology . . , o
The methods adopted to harvest important data for this study are historical methods and

participatory observation. The historical methodology allows us to get useful information based
on historical facts and assemble them to know the changes and relevance in this contemporary
age. However, due to the participatory observation, the rescarchers put into practice the moral
values in the society they reside and also discover the absence of these moral values in the
society and how it has been greatly affected by it.

The Concept of Moraland Moral Values

According to Sigelman, the term moral implies an ability; to distinguish right from wrong; to act
on this distinction, experience pride when one does the right thing, and guilt or shame when one
does not." However, Magsud states that what is seen as morality in a particular locality might be
seen as immorality in another. The view of Maqsud does not in any way implies that there is no
morality or that morality has no focus, but from the tone of his submission, it can be deduced that
morality means what is right and wrong based on how it is being defined by an individual or the
society where one resides. Hence, the concept of morality varies from one locality to another.

“Moral” and “Ethical” are often used almost as synonyms in contemporary English.
Ethics and ethical derive from the Greek “Ethos”, which means usage, character, and personal
disposition. Morality and moral derive from the Latin and it means customs, manners,
character.’

Moral value is a value that must be separated from other values. Every value will get
quality if it has a relation with other values. For example, honesty is an example of moral values;
this value has no meaning if not applied to other values. Economic Value is the relation of
humans and thing. Thing is needed because of its usefulness. Economic Value relates to purpose
value. Loyalty is a moral value, but it must be applied to other human values, for example, the
love of husband and wife.”

According to Abimbola, morality is partly a social and an individual affair.” Morality is
social on the one hand; because it involves a system of norms governing interaction in society,
and on the other hand, it is partly an individual affair because it allows for individuals, when
they are mature and normal, to use reason to make their own decisions on the concept
frequently. Such individuals seek advice or stimulation from others, but their decisions
ultimately are theirs, and they take responsibility for them. Eventually, individuals could reach a
stage where they have sufficiently matured in their morality te criticise society's norms and
values.

Characteristics of Moral Values
Bertens opined that there are four characteristics of moral values, these are:

1. Relating to the person's responsibility. Moral values concern the human personality,
which has responsibility. I* causes that person to be guilty or not because he is
responsible. It is created within the actions which become his duty. Human being
himselfis as a source of moral values.

2, Concerning one's inner self. This value produces “voice™ from one's inner self. 1t will
accuse us if we are against itand praise us if we bring these values to reality.

3. Making obligations. Moral valucs have absolute obligations which cannot be
bargained. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), a German philosopher, argues that moral
values contain an imperative category. It means that we arc obliged to do something

10N



without requirements. It is applied to human beings as a root of humanity. Humans are
hoped to perform the moral values. It is impossible that someone chooses some moral
values and refuses the others, for example, someone receives honesty and loyalty as the
values in his life but rejects justice. Therefore, all people should accept all of the
standards of behaviour,

4. Having formal quality, A moral value does not have a separate substance of values. It
runs with the other values.”

The advents of Christian Missionaries in Nigeria

This section is not to give detailed accounts of the emergence of Christian missionaries in
Nigeria since this has been justly done by many historians in the field of learning and in
particular to the contributions of church historians like Omotoye, in his book titled “The
challenges of the survival of a mission: an examination of the Anglican Diocese of Badagry.”
He gave an orderly account of how Christianity came into Nigeria through the Portuguese in the
15" century and then later through the unrelenting efforts of the Church Missionary Society in
the beginning of the 18" century. It is in this order that a Sssé account on the advents of
Christianity was given to trace properly the introduction of morality in the Christian
missionary's education system.

[nthe account of Omotoye, the Portuguese Catholic Missionaries made the first attempt
to introduce Christianity to Nigeria in the 15" Century. They came to Benin and Warri in Edo
and Delta states, respectively. Their efforts were not successful. However, some local historians
in Tle-Ife o_m_E& that the 1 m__roo:EQ Catholic Missionaries visited their domain in the course
of the gospel.” Christianity in the first century was accepted by the Oba of Benin and Olu of
Warri for the sole of political and economic relationships other than embracing Christianity."
This makes the Christianity of the 15" Century to be called palace religion i.e “a religion within
the confinement of the palace, to protect the aim of the palace and its existence can only be
guaranteed by the palace.”

The second missionary journey can be described as a fruitful voyage which not only
brought about economic affiliation or trade networking between Nigeria and the Europeans but
also a “light to the darkness.” A light to the darkness means that, through Christianity, barbaric
customs and practices were brought to an end, such 1s the stop to the of the killing of twins in
Nigeria by Mary Slessor in 1923 at Calabar, the understanding of education and the changing
world of civilisation and most notably, the change from darkness into the marvellous light of
God. As stated by Omotoye, the second attempt to evangelise Nigeria occurred in the second
half of the 19" century. Specifically, Q:_._.m?::._o\ made an in-road to Yorubaland in 1342
through the _:_,_,_y.,;a_c_ engagements of the Church Missionary Society (C.M.S) led by Henry
Townsend and other important missionaries ol contribution such as Bishop Ajayi Crowther, an
African freed slave. Other missionary bodies such as Methodist Church Mission led by Revd.
Thomas Birch Freeman contributed significantly to the advent and propagation of Christianity
in Nigeria.

lissionary Educational System in Nigeria

v

Moral Valuesin the Chr

In the view :2 teaching religion s “to educate the Nigerian children both
morally an | y h_:: mstil in them :_, desire to be good citizens”. ” Teaching religion
in schools _ education that leads pupils (o raise fundamental questions

relating to

gerta1sinhi En sear on corruption, especially among those in the




corridors of power. This poses a big challenge to both religion and religious education. If
religious education must be relevant to the Nigerian nation, religious leaders must brace up to
the expectations of their responsibility of providing moral guidelines and spiritual checks and
balances

Etuk and Nwagbara stated some Christian values to include: Respect for human life
(Exodus 20:13), Truthfulness (Exodus 23:1), Reverence for parents (Ephesians 6:1 4), Respect
for the elders (Leviticus 19:32), Love for one's neighbour (Matthew 22:39; John 13:35,
Galatians 5:14) Sexual purity (1 Corinthians 6:8, James 2:11, Exodus 20:16) Peaceful living
(Romans 12:18; Hebrews 12:4) Obedience to constituted authority (Romans 13:1, | Peter
2:13)." There is no doubt that the aforementioned Christian values are enshrined in the
Christian Missionary Educational System to inculcate Christians and even the society at large
and m the light of butlding a godly society. However, this paper analyses some important moral
values in Christian Missionary Educational System in Nigeria; they are:

LLove
I ove is one of the most important virtues everyone who makes up a society must practice. Love
is a moral value because it 18 good. To show love covers many virtues, which include
peacemaking. Asociety that grows in love grows in every good thing because love fosters unity,
tolerance and adaptation, and peace, among many others. Love of God, oneself and neighbour
should be highly encouraged in society. This law is what can be termed a balancing in human
clationships. Balancing in human relationships entails; being in harmony with God and man.
Schineller rightly observes that a society is measured and evaluated by its treatment of the weak
and the powerless.” This can be greatly attributed to the power of love; when there is love in the
society, both the rights of the weak and poor are equally protected.

Schineller also indicates that those who are oppressed by poverty are the object of
preferential love on the part of the church, which since her origin and despite the family of many
of her members, has not ceased to work for their relief, defence, and liberation through
numerous works of charity which remain indispensable always and everywhere.

Respect for human life
Section 33(1) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (CFRN), 1999, provides
that:

Every person has aright to life, and no one shall be deprived intentionally

of his life, save in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of a

criminal offence of which he has been found guilty in Nigeria."

T'he life of an average Nigerian can no longer be guaranteed as terrorist groups such as

Boko Haramor Islamic State West Africa (ISWA) who had led several attacks on Nigerians and
has ercatly claimed the lives of citizens. Some of these attacks are; the killings of police officers
i .,_c.._.,..:m,.. ‘iger State, on 12 May and 4 July 2022, the Kuje Prison attack in The Federal Capital
Territory on Sth July Jor.., the improvised explosive device (IED) attacks in [ware and Jalingo,
faraba State in April 2022 7 among many others show how the lives of citizens have been
greathy H:_c_,:a: >d. Other life-threatened groups are unknown gunmen, Fulani herders, the
Kidnapping and so on. In Nigeria, since April 2014, after the Boko Haram terrorists abducted
276 ,r:o;wu:? {from their dormitories in Chibok, Borno State, mass kidnapping for ransom has
eradually become the order of the day in Nigeria. The country has witnessed staggering 111
h,::_.,___:::m incidents in the last eight months, from January to mid-August 2021."Moral values
have therefore provided the essence to value the life of individuals living in the society.

- ,-rf
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According to Scott, the human right has its origin from creation. Man has never acquired
them, nor has any government or other authority conferred it. Man has had them from the
beginning. He recetved them with his life from the liand of his maker. They are inherent in his
creation. They have been bestowed on him by his creator.” Human life should be cherished and
not taken; this was seen in the Decalogue given to the community of Israel through Moses for

sanctity and orderliness in the society.

Formation of Good Character
The construction of good character is fundamental in Christian moral education. It not only

recognises but also requires discipline in forming character and points to self-discipline as an
ideal norm. For example, Christians are urged to live good and righteous life for the well-being
of society, “Seek good and not evil that you may live; Hate evil and love good, and establish
justice in the gate” (Amos 5:14, 15). “Follow justice and justice alone”(Leviticus 19:35), while
(Proverb 14:34) writes: “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is areproach”, ”

Good characier is a necessary trait in determining moral conduct. Christians are
admonished to be of good behaviour in every place they find themselves, and the adoption in
society can create a good and loving atmosphere where everyone will be safe and eager to
contribute to the growth. Evils such as killing, stealing, embezzlement, injustice, and
untruthfulness, among many others, should be highly discouraged, for it can cause the society to
stumble.

Honesty

Honesty is the quality of being honest. It always tells the truth and does not hide the rightness. *
Christians are enjoyed to be honest always in all their doings. In Colossian 3:9, Paul
admonished the people of Colossi not to lie to each other since they had taken off their old self
with its practices. The old self, as used by Paul, means their old ways of life, including
dishonesty in their dealings. Through the understanding of Christian missionary education,

Christians are expected to be light by saying the truth, 1.e. being honest even in the smallest
things they can think of as not being serious.

Humbleness .
Humbleness means showing that we do not think we are as important as other people.™ Jesus

teaches humility and can be best described as a guide for Christian daily living. In Matthew
18:4:

At that fune, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, Who is greatest in the

kingdom of heaven? He called a little child and had him stand among

them. Then ne said to them, I can guarantee this truth: Unless you change

and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Whoever becomes like this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of

heaven.
The place of humility in the life of Christians should not be vacant or filled with pride, instead,
as Christians, the teaching of Jesus on humility should be upheld. Pride goes before a fall; this
depicts the importance of humility in Christians' lives and that God exalts the humble but resists

the proud.

eVile!



clusion L. o " X )
M”H of the basic guides of Christian missionaries was the use of the Bible. The Bible was the

sacred book of the Christians from which all rules and regulations for daily living are given. The
use of the bible for Christian daily living cannot be successfully achieved without the
introduction of an educational system where new converts can be properly taught and mentored
on the moral values of Christianity. Through the teaching of religions, children are encouraged
to express their faith and develop their talents and thus prepare themselves for useful living in
society.”

In Nigeria today, the deviation from moral values, as shown in the bible, has not only
caused damage to the country morally but has left its moral aspects in ruins. The introduction of
missionary education in Nigeria was aimed at conversion, however, with great interest in
personal development and being a useful vessel both in Christianity and the society at large. The
intent of moral values has been defeated since the majority have decided to be immoral; in short,

immorality is acommon garment. No one sees it as wrong to lie and even to steal.

Recommendation

The paper, therefore, recommended the following steps as a way of restoring and upholding

moral values in society;

1. The introduction of moral education in the Nigerian educational system should be seen
as the topmost priority of all and should not be left to some.

4 Those who will teach about morality should also be moral, i.e. being a leader by
example is one of the best ways to communicate to your audience.

: The essence of moral values in a society should be publicised in media, preached in the
place of worship, and practised athome and in every gathering.

4. Above all, the fear of God should be upheld if the practice of morality truly wants to
survive in an already corrupt society.
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