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Nigeria 1999-2009 “late where the feder: 3
vhere the federal and state government must keep their hands
ofl religions. But this is not acceptable to the Muslims who alwavs
arpuce that the idea of Nigeria’s not been a secular state }1]5
unaceeptable, because it anticipates the introduction of anti-réligiou;

Lemuel Ekedegwa Odeh Liws encouraging the oust: o AR .

Department of Ilistory, oy msing 3(;55(;@ lc’og\st;l}g of rehgloln from public life. These two

University of Ilorin, PMB 1515, ) l(ms‘id(er’} bi ions ave deeply polanzed H.\c country and caused

Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria ol N" B d C stir in both the socio- economic and political spheres
irerian life.

This paper is i :
¢ s intende At
e in [}} } ) andu‘i to. make a general review of the Sharia
' the country beginning from 1999 to date, and provide
~ueeestions that woul 50 y , ,
Abstract R ‘ t d ldousg the heat that has generated as a result
»oharia ssue in the country s At N ioreors - <
v s0 that Nigeria w ' ;
. o ) ) o o nalional development in all sph ( 1( geria would achieve
The Sharia is a debacle in the history of Nigeria's b spneres ot life.
development. The adoption of the Sharia in Nigeria in some
states of Northern Nigeria since the advent of the present
democratic dispensation has caused crises which led to
destruction of lives and property, and as well threatened the

Fhe Origin of Sharia Law in Nigeria

[he term “Sharia’ ans s i i f
Sharia” means Islamic law. Law ilself implies the

corporate existence of the Nigerian state. The paper argues < Lablehed set of rules and regulations agreed by in a given society

that selfish and insensitive leadership are the main causes A the vade, norms and pr‘inéiplcs of Hw:t s‘()cicfy Til ?1/ Lib()faet}

of the problems arising from the Sharia palaver. [t suggests chven country spell out the dos and doAn’t'; for H " d~“~b o

that purposeful leadership should be the major concern of wellaspell out the punitive mex%'ur s for " or by K citizens a.nd as

our leaders and political elites. The paper further wenl on to ot the Shoara m Nieeria date (l (l: orering (Itlét‘nS:The hlstory

opine that both leaders and the led should embrace the ethos Cthian Danfodio l:l ln‘i' L'('l L‘f{ )ac. to the pf(‘-aﬂon;al cra. The

of democracy and tolerance. - Pl o Nisor o 'IC jhadt which b(‘g&]n in 1804 in Northern

¥ ceria and (_onbequcntly established the Sokoto Caliphate

Introduction ”.'nlx I; ( “I; I‘F',(‘ll%(‘ ol an Islamic empire that spanned large portions
Andimethe north. With the establishment of the Caliphate Sharia

Faecame enshrd ini
. ) ) . shrined inits leeal syste S o . .
One of the major thorns that have choked Nigeria’s nascent g egy o | g,a.l system. Arguing in this direction Ostein'
at Sharia law existed i N e .
aria law existed in Northern Nigeria for a long time

democracy since 1999 is the contentious issue of the Sharia law e colonial adventurers of ! . )
Sharia has become a problematic issue that has been threatening —bgn ”|i‘\r'o(<ol%lnv UI'L‘I'b.O.fthQ Sokoto Cahphate was founded
the survival of democracy in the country. Ever since the Shar 00 0y 00 i) rLﬂ{V)aSC](rOI-'dmg t(’”thc way laid down by Allah,
phenomenon re-emerged in 1/v v, ithas created two major polemic- e H|‘|‘| i ('nlz\mhtl ~1‘a)1.1a Law ' .
those in support of Sharia and those against its introduction. T, ¢! Bl the early W(I'tmsf?lrlnc Oh()wcver acquired the Sokoto
anti- Sharia crusaders who constitute mainly the adherents of £ oy o000 "“I:‘ }T(ll “’[ fk“ 20th ccn.tury and subjected it to
Christian faith have always anchored their aspirations for asecul oy e on, ”]" 19 ° atus of Islam'w law. therefore became
¢ outset of the colonial period. As the British

Huprosed calo Ciy e Qo ST
I | vl rale in the Sokoto Caliphate, she recognized the
.
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Sharia courts as being at par with British and the Native Courts
throughout the various colonial territories. Britain therefore
proclaimed that “the Sharia Courts are to administer native laws
and customs prevailing in the area of their jurisdiction and might
award any type of punishment recognized thereby except
mutilation, torture or any other which is repugnant to natural justice
and humanity”? . In the affirmative of the above argument, Jibo
argued that “after the British introduced the system of their juslice,
modified Sharia law was still enforced””. These courts worked under
the supervision of the colonial agents, however, there was general
dissatisfaction among Muslim and non-Muslim population in the
region. Many non-Muslims themselves generally felt that the Sharia
courts were being used by the Emirs to victimize citizens or political
opponents*.

Hitherto, the Sharia legal practice was akin to the Christians
practice of the Mosaic Law which stipulated “an eye for an eye” “a
tooth for tooth” punishment measure for any offender
regardless of sect, color, creed and religious belief. Along that
principle therefore the advocates of Sharia canvassed for the
amputation of hands and legs of those found guilty of having
committed offences punishable under the Sharia system. This
practice however did not go down well with our erstwhile colonial
masters who saw the mutilation as not only barbaric but a violation
of human rights abuse and therefore sort its modification to exclude
amputations and other practices found repugnant to human
dignity.

At the time of attaining independence in 1960, the court systems
under the Nigeria legal system comprised of the Privy Council which
was the highest court for Nigeria, the Federal Supreme Court
consisted of the Chief Justice of the Federation and Federal Justices.
Lagos had a High Court and Magistrates Courts. The regions-
Northern, Western, and Eastern regions cach had a High Court,
Magistrates” Court and Customary Courts. In Northern Nigeria,
the Court of Resolution, was in existence, in pre-independence era
along side, the Customary Courts (some) which were termed Sharta
Court of Appeal which adjudicated on cases involving Muslim

b
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wironal L als i -
| I'law. The appeals in all these Courts went straieht to th
Federal Supreme Court °. 7 )
Ihe pot el 7ASSC i
y , }Iomt being canvassed here is that before this ‘politico
Dhana’ palave i VS i \ .
! | ([\?\ er, Sharia legal system had been in operation in the
o ther ¢ 1S int
) '( rn Nigeria, this point can be seen from the establishments of
e Sharia C 3 i 1 k & du
| | a Courts of Appeal in places like Jos, llorin, Kaduna
ETRIRTIeS g [ thi
" cnpst others. The work of this appeal courts was to adj /
dEmatters concerni slim fat if th k ‘
concerning Muslim faithful, so if this courts ar
[rrovess were and had not been in place in the 60's to le

udicate
1d legal
e s gislate on
| from t.he lower courts why were they instituted 111 the first

IS 18 therefore te : ! L
| | one is therefore mpted to ask why the recent hue and
Sy OF a i ; ‘

v about l{hc Sharia all of a sudden in some parts of Northern

IREINML! is 1s why this ‘

) IIL tl}ls. is why this paper has tagged this whole debacle as

N |1)"*\"’” STTOSS 1t V k
ll ) ll 1aria Kukah stressed that the British encountered great
[ARE] 'S » inis 1 F i :
culties in the administration of justice in Northern N .

TR W 0 ) 21t
" sl because the Muslims had come to associate tl
11

lgeria
¢ Sharia with

eredness heir religi i
L tne s.()f their religion. Worse still, thev could not
e o, ' A ¢ p CTOr 1 y
I'lale the idea of any form of external interference by people
codered to be non believers:, s

. ‘Do nee i i i
pron mdependence in 1960 Nigeria, Northern Nigeria was st
Fote ool o the Sharia leval sve ‘ AR
oharia legal system; however, this peri i ;
ol th ric \ o h , this pertod wilnessed
| chion of the penal code in the region. The penal code
Vol g ¢ inati g 7 i \ . o
W | nlunnlmmh(m ot laws which attempt at dealing with
i e alis »intr 1 f |
o ol p mqllsm. The introduction of the penal code lu{ to the
(A NEN] bl * N " 3 = i '
| nenl ol the Northern Courl of Appeal in Kaduna in 1960
t RN} ' 'r ] N ASCeS ] 1 .
... lI ‘ nl(lll.nmd cases that dealt with issues outside Sharia
e A 1 the then Constilud I8 \ ‘ Posc
nstitution Dr X i
o the then € D.mttm(gr Committee proposed
o | ¢ Court should comprise some learned members in
e b (o hear appeals from State Sh A

aria” Courts of Appeal’
vty o o AP N i \ P
- ;\ g a separate Federal Sharia Couart of Appeal. The
: v uheequently ad .
adopted and tavee » 1979 constituti
o e glently ad, }V and tagged the 1979 constitution
e A Iepublic of Nigeria. In the 1979 constitution, it is
thie vl B s of »federati l / ‘
cachestate of the federation that so desires shall establish

TETREN haria € [
v band Sharia Court of Appeal’ respectivelys

boan . e . This was
vome ob the forms of modifications the Sharia has
= < o>

=='e‘ruln e ' / S
b mdependence. When Sharia law was enforced

as
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part of the penal code in line with this clause of the constitution,
Alhaji Ahmed Sani Yerima the Executive Governor of Zamfara
State, in 2002 formally adopted Sharia law as the state law.
Subsequently, some states in the North followed adopting the Sharia

as their state law.
The Sharia Debacle in Nigeria Since 1999

In the words of Kukah, Nigeria had barely settled down to enjoy
the fruits of its return to democratic rule when Alhaji Ahmed Sani
Yerima, the (then) Executive Governor of Zamfara State, one of the
states created in 1996, announced that his state would formally
adopt Sharia law as its state’s law”. The declaration for the adoption
of Sharia as a state law for Zamfara by Yerima opened the can of
worms for other states to follow suit. Before long states like Kano,
Yobe, Sokoto among others joined in the adoption of the Sharia as
their state’s law. This development was greeted with anxiety by
the non-Muslim population in the country and the international
community. The anxicty arose as people questioned the
constitutional powers of the states involved to enact such laws.
Kukah succinctly captures it in the following phrase:

the debales across the country centered on whether the state
government had the constitutional powers to enact such laws
or whether it was exercising its right to enact these laws as

guaranteed by the 1999 constitution™.

The actions of Yerima and his like mind Governors provided
the first important challenge to the secularity of the Nigerian State.
[n all the post-colonial constitutions, the country has always defined
its status by reference to Section 10, which states simply that “no
state shalladopt any religion as a state religion”. There are, of course,
ambiguitics in this expression and its interpretation has been the
subject of controversy ever since its introduction.'' In similar manner
in the words of Kukah again he said that it appeared that mosl
non-Muslim outside the north became aware of the Sharia for the

0 BENUE VALLEY JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES VOL. 9NO.182

fist time in .1979 during the debate on the draft constitution for the
new republic when members stumbled on a clause in the draft
which stated the under following: (
I '1‘/1(’1"1’ shall be-a Federal Sharia Court of Appeal which shall be
an mtermediate Court of Appeal between the State’s Sharia
'(?()lll‘fﬁ of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Nigerin.,
e Court shall be composed of a Grand Muff(z' and whateover
nmumber of Muftis (not less than three) the National Assembly
shall prescribe, - ‘
i, I'f t’t?("/l State of the Federation that so desires there shall be a
Sharia Court of Appeal to be established by the Constitution of
the State.? \ ,
Ihe development in Zamfara and the other Northern states
that adopted Sharia as the state law had implications for the hé’lith ‘/
pronvth ol the Nigerian State in both socio-cconomic, and poltiticgl
prheres There was an upsurge of conflict for the bct,tcr part of t};e
Hid three years of the nascent democracy from 1999-2002 as a
et ol which there were deaths and dcs%ruction of propclrtvk 11(1
IR ul.llvg of the North. For instance, the pronouncement ofJ the
wloption of the Sharia in Kaduna in February 2000 resulted in the
fhned peaceful demonstration by Christians who wished to submit
4 pwhition to the State Governor. The demonstration eruptéd into
tielenee which spread to other towns includine Kafanchan Kano
Al ok ota' The killings in those towns of th: North i(rnit/ed (thc
tepaal billings in Umuahia, Aba, Owerri, [’ort—llarcour‘z Calabar
vl Uhvo Curfews were imposed in some towns cspc/cia(ll(\';n
’; :hh'm.u b .mn'(md Aba. ‘As a result of these crises people x‘vorc
¢ spread. These incidences
vt e prohity Lo stir. L
Pre adent Obasanjo (1999-2007) was so troubled by the mavhem
; Ated o aresult of the Sharia scuffle especially in Kaduna where
e O 1 E10uL i the aosessment
Bl <o bl T ieerane. Were cap - of such & ]_‘]t | U)'UM .
: ¢ ses, the President
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summoned an emergency meeting of the National Council of States,
and a caucus meeting with the 19 Northern States Governors,
especially those that had introduced Sharia. It was attended by
several governors including Ahmed Sani Yerima, Dalhatu Bafawara
and Mohammed Kure, Governors of Zamfara, Sokoto and Niger
states respectively. In the National Exccutive Council meeting, Sani
Yerima, Governor of Zamfara state insisted on having his way. The
Governor of Kano State Rabiu kwankwaso also insisted on the
implementation of the Sharia in Kano state. It was the Senate’s
pronouncement that it would not hesitate to approve the
proclamation of emergency laws by the president in any state wherc
violence threatens the country’s corporate existence that doused
down the Sharia crises.

In more recent times (in July 2010 precisely) some parts of
Northern Nigeria were engulfed by yet another religious crises. 1
has been observed. in the history of Nigeria that some Muslim
fundamentalists are found to have been injecting politics in religious
issues. Thus, most often, religious crises especially as they concern
the Islamic religion are precipitated to cause national unrest by the
fundamentalists. The issue of the Sharia as a matter of fact would
not be a thing to cause crises of the magnitude and dimension it
took, if not as a result of the nature and character of the politics
practiced in the nation polity. All issues of national concern are
always trivialized by the instruments of ethnicity, religion and in
most recent time political party affiliation. Religion has thus become
an instrument in the hands of our politicians in their course of
pursuing primordial interests at the expense of state and public
interests. Only recently, a sectarian violence broke out in Bauchi
state and spread to Kano, Maiduguri claiming over 150 lives'™. The
Islamic fundamentalist sect Boko [laram, led by Mohammed Yusuf,
a cleric, had on the 26" July 2009 gone on rampage attacking
government and private owned institutions pereeived as Western
institutions. Police stations, Western inclined schools, Churches ot
were recklessly pulled down by the group. Human beings were
also attacked resulting to the death of manyv people.

i
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lmplications of the Sharia for the Corporeality of Nigeria

Fhe Sharia has serious implications for the corporeality of the
Cpenian state. As observed, the Sharia has caused discord between
Mushims and the non-adherents of Islam, especially the Christians
i the county. The Christian population in the areas where the
S is adopted s always of the view that, the laws are targeted
at them The feud of crises most often evolved as a result of the
“ainaissue and this makes the Christian population to believe that
e atfacks are vigorously aimed at them by their Muslim brothers.
Obvionsly the Muslim fundamentalist takes to reckless destruction
ol bives and property of the Christians and the Christians in the
e ol self defense also take up arms. But as observed, after fighting
Lok i the guise of self defense in the Northern parts of the country
the Chistians attacked innocent Muslims staying among them in
the “oulh, For example, it was in 2002:

“that sight of the corpses of the dead (Ibo traders killed in
Faduna) was said to enraged their collcagues who
mmediatelvdecided ona reprisal attack led by the dreaded
Bakassi men” the traders went in scarch of Muslims from
the Northern part of the country residing in Aba. Some of
themawvere caughtand killed. While the Aba riol was going
on, the news of killed traders spread to other Eastern states.
I'rotestbroke out simultancously in several towns including
muahia, the Abia state capital. Reports put the death toll
inthe ity at 29. In Owerri, the Imo state capital, two persons
verereportedly killed. The reprisal kitlings also spread lo
ot T harcourt, Calabar and Uvo .

Hue ahove demonstrates the unaccommodative nature of the

stetiend o Nageria’s plural structure. Religion has thus provided

Adi e among the groups even as thev live in one nation state.
P crees which ensured as a result of the Sharia 155ue has no
bt aned the continued erosion of trust and confidence among
teeny clhne sroups who had hitherto been mteracting and living

o aonather harmonious ~. I has been argued further by Wada
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that, “it is not really an exaggeration that for me to assert that the
extent of these violence cutting across Nigeria had made the country
to almost look like it is under siege”'". The issue here is that whilc
the Christians are shouting loud on the top of their voice on a
perceived religious marginalization the Muslim on the one hand i~
crying that the perceived restrain placed on his free right of worshiy:
is threatening his religious freedom and his alienable right to practice
his religious dictates as stipulated by the Quoran. This inevitable
has often times pitched the two opposing forces on a religious
collusion. To the Muslim the issue of the Sharia is one such polemics.
These arguments have two major components that affect the
corporeahtv of the country. First is erosion of trust and confidencc.
Trust and confidence among the individuals and among segments
in a plural society like Nigeria is the major ingredient in natmml
integration and development. Any society that lacks this ingredient
in her nation building enterprise faces the risk integration for
sustainable development. Second, is the security realm the crises
causes insecurity as well hinder a socicety from sustainable
developments. Insecurity disarticulates socio-political and economic
conditions necessary for advancement.

The Sharia issue has heightened social discrimination and the
abuse of fundamental human rights in Nigeria. Social discrimination
and other polarized matters which have been heightened in the
country are, tailored along religious lines. In like manner, meril
based on educational/expertise and qualification and other indices
are hardly considered in the socio- economic life of Nigerians.
Appointments into economic, political and social organizations in
the country are so much considered on religious and cthnic
affiliations. This phenomenon has great repercussion, with the
emergence of nonentities in handling our political and social
concerns in the country. The resulting consequences of all thi.
mediocrity therefore has bred insensitive leadership and corruption
resulting in unproductiveness in all the sectors of the Nigerian life
along the issue of gross abuse of fundamental human rights. The
Sharia forbids the intake of alcohol, the penalty for this is some
strokes of the cane and fine. The Christians who reside in the Sharn

1 BENUE VALLEY JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES VOL. 9NO.1&2

arvaand who succumb willingly to the taking of alcohol and to
Hi peenal code on the other hand see it as a normal thing that should
notcanse concern. Subsequently, they consider this law as infringing
v then rights — the right to food. In the Sharia operating areas,
wine Christians are forced to renounce their Christian religion as
s the case in Kaduna were about 300 Christians were forced to
venonnce Lheir religion'™

I'he Sharia issue also affects the operation of government. For
vvample on February 22, 2008, the security situation in the country
v wo fense as a result of the crises which engulfed parts of
Pionthern Nigeria over the introduction of Sharia against the penal
vonle that the Taraba State House of Assembly, for instance had to
Agprend sitting in which it was to consider the state’s 2000
\ppropriation Bill on which it was working on®. In a similar
Jdiechion, some Sharia states rejected Southern NYSC members
ot Lo them. Some NYSC members were even killed in the Sharia
vebave i the far North just as some students were killed?'. All of
theae eopardize the corporeality of the Nigerian State. This can be
Mealed to even from the statements of eminent Nigerian, like Wole
“onvinbawho argued in the heat of the Sharia crises that the exclusive
Aatea that adopt Sharia are not part of Nigeria*. Col. Nyam (rtd)
s wan once involved in a coup to oust Ibrahim Babangida and
# b adong, with his co-coup plotters excised part of Northern Nigeria
o the country also argued that “Sharia has vindicated the 1990
rope  The messages from these statements are clear - that Nigeria
el leantegrate as a result of religious differences, between
danvnant Bdamic North and dominant Christian South.

Mone o, the widespread violence and insccurity generally
patand o the country as a result of the Sharia issue are no doubt
vapabde ol creating serious disillusionment in the mind of the people
tivae ol lack of law and order, most especially in a country that
by vl to democracy. The consequences of conflict on the society
At tpable of making the citizenry to sce democracy as irrelevant®
beebh o becann e ol lhv svstem operators” inability to safeguard their
Hoveand properties. Therefore the manipulation of prlmordlal
boaltie . aeh as religion and ethnicity in order to keep the
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opposition divided and divert attention from its own failing”* by
the elite will only subvert national integration in Nigeria.

The Sharia System: A Critique of the Modus Operandi

Sharia means different things to different people; Sharia that is
generally known to be an Islamic legal system has opposing voice
cven among the Muslim adherents. For example El-Zak Zaky the
Muslim cleric sees the Zamfara State practice as a “misapplication
of what 1s known to be Sharia”™ Te calls it Zamfara Sharia and
not Islamic Sharia. However for Yerima erstwhile Governor of
Zamfara State it was an Islamic law that had come to cleanse an
impure society by imposing punishment on offenders

The understanding from the foregoing and the publicity given
the cutting of Jangebi, the cow thief’s hand, in March 2000 in
Zamfara one would have expected a drastic reduction in crime
particularly stealing in this Sharia operating states.As sensationai
as the sentencing of Safiyva, the alieged adulteress in Sokoto i
October 2001 was the sentence could not hold as she was freed by
the Appeal Court because of several contradictions on the
proseculing side’s case. For the Sharia stipulates that for a case o
sexual copulation to be proven there must be clear evidence fron:
three witnesses testifying that they actually saw a couple copulating,
This undeniably is a tall order in that human copulation unlike
that of the dog is usually a private matter.

Another problem of Sharia is the centralized system ot revenus
collection and allocation in Nigeria, thus it becomes very difficult
to understand the status of a Sharia operating state collecting:
revenue that states like Lagos and Rivers would have collected fron:
VAT on the breweries in the state since this is * Zina’ or better stifi
Taram” Trom the aforementioned am totally in agreement with
Zakyv’s opinion when he asserted that:

Ny understanding of sharia is thatl il encompasses all il

soverns the societv. Even the ¢ov ernor, head of state has o

be under sharias Sharia s the Lo of God and it Bas 1o be

above the Taw ol man. The whole Taws of the countrn

mdudimg the constitution fave to be ander the sharia

' BENUE VALLEY JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES VOL.9NO.182

Lo Zaky's understanding therefore Sharia cannot be practiced,
e tullv implemented or enforced in a secular state like Nigetia, to
tn for Sharia to be effective it has to be operated in an Islamic
‘e atier a pure and enabling environment may have been created

Ihe Way Forward

It one thing to heap blame on certain situations and another that
~hen vou want to kill a dog give it a bad name. This Sharia
tbrophio did not just spring up. There are obvious indices that
hove tuelled and propelled it to the stage where it blows up. Firstly
Votherecognized fact that Nigerians have had and still liv ing under
ttharough corrupt, inept and inefficient government’s mutailed
Py e and propensity to plunder the states resources. The usual
et of the state plunders have been the poor, the downtrodden
wlwew lomorrow has always appeared bleak.

Pantully the people often figured with victimization of the poor
b otten times been the northern minority class, whose handling
ol o nalion’s cconomy has left the ordinary poor Muslim in the
tioct the most impoverished person.

l=mIm'al‘mdably therefore to these classes of impoverished
prergre the possibility of Sharia gave them hope of something much
bethoy than the past. No other picture captures it better than these
petihed by Nathew Kukah thus:

Fiteunder the Sharia offered the prospect of the enforcement
vnchiimportant aspects of Islamic life as rapid access (o
Mo pensive justice, a reduction of such of social excesses, a
nadrecang o the moral meltdowns and the application of
Ho ponaiples of the Zaka (alms tax) to force the rich (o
vencader the wellare of the poor®,

M that it may be the Sharia brouhaha has largely been as a
il v the vacaum created by the mability of gu\'ycrmnont to
pradh o bacae amenities to the citizenry, There s evidence
Aoy oo hed ate, the dc\'clopxm‘nl of the state has eradually
v b bl ndrastructural development is nil and in total
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decay, maintenance of enabling ones are zero, corruption and social
neglect are very high, there is lack of moral authority and endless
delay in the legal system.

There is an endless unemployment queues and poverty, life
expectancy is very low. Even our much heralded democracy votes
are to the highest bidder. In the north in particular with the Alamajiri
syndrome, the issue is more pathetic as you can clearly see the
impoverished children with malnutrition and poverty stricken
checks roam the streets begging for alms. Thus to them the Sharia
provided an escapist avenue. For after all in the famous dictum of
Karl Marx he said “religion is the opinion of the masses”.

In order for Nigeria to solve the issue of the Sharia as it affects
the corporeality on Nigeria, Nigerians must first and foremost be
tolerant of each other irrespective of their divides. The constitution
should be strengthened and our elites should always allow for level
playing field where individuals would have access to adequate
opportunity for development. Nigerian rulers and the elite must
imbibe the ethos of democracy. Purposeful leadership aimed at
national development against primordial interest should be
embraced by our leaders and the elites.

Ordinary Nigerians should imbibe the spirit of standing up
against insensitive and unproductive leadership styles of Nigerian
leaders. In this manner, they would not be used by the so called
powerful in the society in satisfying their primordial interests. The
people should be able to say no to politicians and the elites who
would wish to use religion and cthnicity to foment trouble in the
polity in order to achieve sclfish aims.

Conclusion

The Sharia law has been a thing of contention in Nigeria from the
pre-colonial era when the Usman Dan Fodio Jihad conquered and
established Sharia in most of Northern Nigeria. Upon British
colonialism in the region, Sharia suffered some set back as it wenl
through several modifications to suit the British judicial system. The
modification of Sharia continued even into the post colonial era. It
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testurpence since 1999 with the determined efforts of its advocates
to revive it to a higher crescendo under the current democratic
dripensation has caused a stir in the polity. The stir in turn
jropardizes the corporeality of the Nigerian nation state. Adequate
measures should therefore be taken to resolve the Sharia issue in

cnder that Nigeria would still forge ahead as a nation state in spite
obils diversity.
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Abrtract

I.|1<“United States of America became interested in the Gulf
I\(-;;m_n in the 19204 following the discovery of oil. Her
(-llw[lvg and massive presence in the region emerged as a
! esullof the great acceleration of oilexploitation in the 193(s.
o ensure the constant flow of this economic source, the US
comipanies entered into partnership with Arap companies
\\‘Ilf(:h had secured exclusive rights to explore and produce
ol To consohdato America’s inferest in the region, security
practs were signed with the nations of the Gulf to confront
Aveountry or power that May attack or threaten the oil rich
rult zone. The US also probe up friendly regimes in the region
toprotecther interest. The use of as a pélitical weapon agac}nst
the West and the nationalization of western companies
tned the relation of the US and some of Gulf States. Because
;',‘. ‘I{»:’:'llnll](t)(x{gxalln:};?}::]r:;(‘)f}tht guylf:, 1( CLJmiﬂﬁ&d t.wo led

on wars ary-February 1991 and April 2003.
Her massive involvement in the gulf has forced on her to
u'l‘;‘-'l(!)l.nt total responsdnhly for the security of the region since

Hennime

b o des anndées 1920 que les Etats-Unis d"Amérique
TR Becrent o sintéresser de 1a region du golfe Persique, a cause
79.;- ,“ o ere dy pétrole. L'exploitation du petrole dans les anné;‘s
MY et lonr presence massive et effective sur le terrain, Pour
el constant de leur ¢conomice, les compagnies pétrolicres



