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or: 'Yoruba Education Unit, Department of
Arts Education, Faculty of Education,
University of llorin, llorin, Nigeria

High School, Igbéti, Oys State

d the interference features in the standard spoken
ing junior secondary school (jss) students in Ekit),
o the multilingual nature of the Nigerian society,
‘oblems that tend to occur include interference from the
inadequate mastery of the rules of the standard
ice, the identification of features that interfere in the
Yoribd of Ekiti-speaking Junior Secondary School
d this study. This study adopted a descriptive
ge sampling techniqué was used to select 100

nts from five schools in lkole Local Government
instrument adopted for this study was a

of Interference Features (TIF) which was

s to obtain data. The data were analysed

L statistic. Findings of the study revealed

in the standard spoken Yoriibd of

rds, the Ekitl dialect interferes with
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also revealed that
onsonant sounds and
satures In the spoken
ale jss students. Among

of Yorubd language should pay.

nsonant sounds which tend to
B Yortbd of male and female
R

‘oriiba Language, Language Policy

with different and distinct language
s of the major Nigerian languages used
o the first three years of primary
at the upper classes of the primary
medium understood by speakers of the
and used by newscasters, newspaper
used to write Yorubé textbooks and
s during Yoruiba lessons (Ajiboye, 2000).
 that Yoruba language contributes
of some aspects of the Nigerian
Yortba is one of the 515 languages
2001). The Federal Government of
or indigenous languages which are Hausa,
es of the country. . -
by 30 million people spread over
Edo, Kwara, Ekitl, Ogtin, Ondo,
&, 2008). The varieties of Yoruba
called dialects, while there is a
able language of education with
tbooks. According to Adétanijf
is the language of the school,

a medium of instruction.

L .

The Federal Republ
language policy. According to
18 eruclal to the Implamantat! v
in a multilingual setting where both thy
are largely uncoordinated as the ¢z
clearly stated her policy on language. |
policy which affects the study of the Ni
colleges, states that “In -addition to appr
language in the educational process, and as a m
people’s culture; the Government consider it
national unity that each child should learn any
languages other than his own mother »
this policy statement is that each of the three
question will be used as a medium of i )
level of education and studied in schools and c¢
language. - ;
Yusuf (1999) observed that -interference
the intonation pattern, in the phonology or in g
Language interference, also known 2s linguistic
1999) is the effect of language learners’ first la
production of the Target Language (TL). The FL
dialect, while TL is the standard Yoruba (SY)-
aspect or various categories of language:
intonation and spelling. Interference is the il
of one language. It is the negative use of |i
language in another (Yusuf, 2002). :

Ajibdye’s (2000) conception of int
tend to transfer the forms and meanings
and meanihgs of their native languagqs‘
languages and culture productively wi
language and to act in the culture.
with the standard Yoruba include
Ekiti, Oyo, Igbémind, Onds, ljebu,
Ife, Ooko and lydgha dialects *(
continue to_have problem
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‘W Yorobh, The partieulsr
Mt which has baen observed to
Yoruba language of students in

D) investigated the influence of Ekitl dialect on
% and found a difference in the number of
falect ana SY. Me strassed that SY language has
islid five (5) nasalised vowels, while Ekiti dialect
@ seven (7) nasalised vowels respectively.

9‘ assimilation in the standard Yoriiba and Ekiti

¢t sbunds of Eldn dialects and that of the SY are
same. The consonant sounds of Ekitl are twenty (20),
ISY are sighteen (18) (Olumuyiwa, 1990). Moreover,
consc sounds /dz/ [kp/ present in Ekiti dialect which
%0 standard Yoriba sound inventory. According to

900), standard Yoruba has seven (7) oral vowels, while
nine (9). Two of the Ekitl dialect vowels not present in
Jif and Jul, while /¢/ is present in standard Yoruba but
‘nasal vowel sounds of Ekiti dialect. The /i / and /u/
% in the pronunciation of some parts of lpaws, lléméje,
ipaji. For example:

- Ipawo

- ledpaji

- ljesa-1su
- Oda

ed shows that the same trend of interference
e learning, whether the languages involved
of the same language.

(LGA) of Eldti Stare, Ekiti dialect is the
among the indigenes and more

language lessons, Over the ¥
dislects influence learners’
State,

The poor performance of
become worrisorne because these stu :
continuing contact with the [anguag
phenomenon has led researchers to in
related studies. There have been severa
For instance, Abubakre (2001)
mother tongue interferes in the [k
pronunciation. Owoyele (2002) analysed i
of Yoruba secondary school students in
Nigeria, while Adébiyo, (2010) studied the
Yorubé-speaking junior secondary school st
The studies cited have offered ng ¢
interference features in the spoken Yoruba o :
speakers of Eitl. This created a researck E
study addressed by focusing on L
spoken Yoruba of Ekiti-speaking junior
Ekiti LGA of Ekiti State, Nigeria.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to
the standard spoken Yoruba of El
students in Ekiti Local men

this study examined: _
I. the Yoruba consonant so
in the spoken standard
school students;

2. the Yoruba vowel sous
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ot In the spoken standard
Juntor sacondary school

ifference in the Yoruba vowel
ce features in the spoken standard
nior sacondary school students

stions ware answered in the course of this
o] o

consonant sounds reflect interference
. standard Yoriba of Eldti-speaking junior
ol students?
i,Npimal sounds reflact interference features in
an Yoriba of Ekiti-speaking junior secondary

v
nt gender difference in the Yoruba consonant
oct' jnterference features in junior secondary
dul-speaking standard Yoruba.
ant gender difference In the Yortuba vowel
interference features in junior secondary
peaking standard Yoraba.

survey research design was employed. The
unior secondary school students in Ekitl State,
prised the junior secondary school students of
ulti-stage sampling technique was used for

ad (100) Junior Secondary Schools Yoruba
indents. A researcher-designed test of

as an instrument for data collection.

f 20 diffarent objects. Each of the

pronounce the name of the

anabled the researcher to det

pronunciation of specific sounds.

the interference features In the

Yorub4 consonant sounds, short anc
structures. The students’ responses were

The recorded responses were’ transcri

was validated by two measurement and.

tost method was used to establish the rcl!gbﬂl t
correlation co-gfficient yielded 0.62.

Results } : * i D
Two research questions were generated which
the percentage. The two research hypothe
study were tested u‘sing ghe t-test statlstlc,_

"’
i

Research Question One . {
Which of the Yoriiba consonant sounds reflect
the standard spoken Yoruba of Ekiti-speakin
students? ) i Bl
‘In order to examine the Yor
reflect interference features in the stand
speaking JSS students, responses on t
percentage analysis. The summary statis
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sounds whieh A

: m Yoribiof

M Calculated Critical Decision
 t-value t-value

Respondents

9 328 2314  Not
Rejected

Male

Female

3 null’ hypothesns is accepted This implies that
iﬂcant difference in the Yoriba consonant sounds
rence features in the spoken Yoriiba of male and

ing junior secondary school students.

frhere is no significant gender difference in the Yorubé

vowel sounds which reflect interference features in

or secondary school students’ Ekiti- -speaking
dard Yoruba.

determine the significant difference in the Yoruba
ch reflect interference features in the spoken

nale and female Eldti-speaking junior secondary school

of respondents was categorized and analysed using
ol. The result is shown in Table 6.

(P<0.05)

Based on the results in Table
less than the critical t-value (2.314)
for 99 degree of freedom. Hence, the null
implies that there was no significant di
sounds which reflected interferenc
Yortba of male and female Eklti-speald
students.

Discussion of Results

The first finding of this study revealed thau
reflected interference features in the
speaking junior secondary school stud
that of Ikusemi's (2018) who also rep
sounds reflected interference features
of Awori-speaking senior secondary
finding of the study negates that of
only six (6) consonant sounds refle
spoken standard Yoruba of Eko-spe
second finding indicated that the
highest wrong and. correct pro

“was similar to that of Ikusemi's |

vowel sounds constituted minin

~ standard Yoruba of Awori
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no significant

ich reflected

d Yordba of male and

hool students. The finding

‘and Adétopa's (2019) who

on the consonant.sounds that

the spoken Yoruba of Awori-

students and Eko-speaking basic

urth finding revealed that there was

e Yoruba vowel sounds that reflected
spoken standard Yoruba of male and

= sacondary school students. This finding
ibmission that there was a significance in
flected interference features in the spoken
peaking male and female basic school pupils.

Vealed that eight (8) Yortiba consonant sounds
ures in the spoken Yoruba of Ekiti-speaking
students. These are:

h/i/dz/. It was also found that one Yortiba vowel
ence feature in the spoken Yorubé of Eldti-

y school students, this is /u/. The outcome of
there was no significant dlfference in the
ds which reflect interference features in the
:speaking male and female junior secondary
ing of this study also revealed,that there was
in Yorubd vowel sounds which reflect

e spoken Yortba of Ekitl-spez\klng male and

Tnehm
varlous Yoril

Junior secondary schaol

. Ekitl-speaking junior s
sensitised by thelr mahm
because of their phonamlcsi nifl

, Textbook writers and sylla&tm
attention to sound selection, g
writing and designing Yorubé langt

. More textbooks should be prod
Yorubé phonology
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