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Onuora-Oguno Azubike, Ajoku Ogechukwn

jaim that the training has eradicated poverny completely in the Niger
e engagement in cooperation among African States towards
Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs were 2 sct_ofaspimjon set
realization of certain goals classified into eight broad
categornies he eradication of povernty and the gigi}lh. g r:“ln.mm of the
gy oh enhanced cooperation. It is noted that the aspiration t a year away
:?mmi?gTS(:cwér from realized raising the question of the way fotward. This papcr mczefac
relies on the premise that if greater cooperation is rcalumd z;nmg African countries, m addition
to concerted global multilateral efforts. poverty will be elimi on the con!mcut’second!y, it
< further on the premise that en ed cooperation among Afrxcan countries, together
with concerted global multilateral efforts, will also aid the realization : s
principles like education and eradication of maternal mortality. T‘he paper however ocuses
between MDG 1 and MDG 8 exploring the relationship with the informal economy

the nexus
sector of the Niger Delta Region of Nigena.
CONCEPTS AND PRINCIPLES OF THE MDG
fellow men womenandchﬂdrenfmmcd),edad
of them are

No effort will be spared to free our » I
dehumanizing condition of extreme poverty, 10 which more than a bdhqn
} We are committed to making the right to deve
freeing the entire human race from want.’
Faacd‘iihrealityofat\jec!povatyloa
ﬁ-nmsut!SahamnAﬁ-ia.!thillamiumDech:amm ’
mmwﬁmwmmwymmimimmmmwm
mnyofdwwodd’spcopks.ﬂxdccmnummdﬂrWWM
governmenis agree arc the basic principles essential for !
sustainable development. These principles are freedom. equality, solidarity and tolerance where
human beings respect ond another in all their diversity of belicf, culture and language as weill as
respect for aature. and shared respoasibility.

s that focused on poverty reducton. wnproving the
quality of peoples™ lives. ensuring environmental sustainability and building partnershaps that
will ensure that globalization becomes 3 veritable vehicle for global economuc enterprise.” The
realization of the MDGs is certainly only attamnable with enabling emvironments conducive 10
drive the realization. Core needed agents for this realization includes but not hmted to oot
governance, respect for rule of law, promotion and protection of human nghts, conflict
management. and eradication of comuption and presence of political will by States 10 respect

treaty obligations.

The miliennium declaration set eight goal

THE MDGS (AN OVERVIEW)

This subsection shall mention and discuss these goals with further emphasis for goals | and ¥

: Milennium Declaration 2000
The Declaration w, ¢ in 2000, in New Yor e support of about 189 world leader
( .{ ti&f&?u;ﬂwif;m&ﬁn,tﬂfm:m oy Yok with the & ot of aboyt 189 w e 5

i
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the realization of gender equality is on the 1nc
face daunting challenges not just in

Africa but stil]

Reduce Child Mortality: This goal seeks (O reduce by two- thirds the mortalit
children under five by 2015. This paper humbly suggests that there are S ele Y rate amgp,
make a significant impact on reducing child mortality. These are the pharmace ments that can
production industries. These groups of enterprises engage in the manufacture f?tffal and foog
i:: nutritional products that are essential (o reducing child mortality. Govemm: T Tedyg
strengthen public health services, OT make efforts to increase access tOL?;; on their pay
S an water apd

sanitation.
th: This ai
is aims to reduce by 3\4 the maternal mortality rate, and i
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In the following section of t
_ 8! e paper, the tw i
more details. ¥ two main MDGs (1 and 8) will now be di
¢ discussed n

st e A et o b st st
C g extreme poverty the goal is to red ‘ : '
yoverty before 2 : g s to reduce the proportion of i 1
gnd i Of(l)f all; :\Sas a}llso t::el goal to enhance and promote fullp;zf;ici:j“ng s
; : s well as halve the proporti : ve employment
2015. It is bas : he proportion of people who suffer
iz la1C<:eall),' government rgs_ponsnblhry to ensure that this goal is clro;:z hunger wehans
; nfom:ql ecgn appropriate policies that can catalyze growth opportunities Saleatin by
A o[n(:) sectors. Heng'e. the failure of government and its agencies to‘ mmoa:: o
i an& disesglﬁsr?::net:f lrr:.fol:'mal economy sector continues to necessitate inzgzzll;?yg
= ; : which as seen in the Niger Del i . x
bus ; : e ger ta undermine
usinesses and the region, disrupting peace and stability in the polity. corporate existence of

The eradicati i i
Aiade angoge?‘figgje;::s::rzzﬂis r;[?rr:je((:ioég?t and de:l:hcated approaches. Access to affordable
' ST ‘ d.” Power and energy, education, rtable water

::f&:gaiﬁ rgr?aln a mirage in most Niger Delta communities. With the p;ailabilily ofat;:g
» the in o_rmal sector is bound to grow. The attendant effect of the growth of the informal

sector mc.:ll_Jdes increased economic opportunity for women, vouth and minority groups through

basic training. business linkages, technology transfer. initiz;tion of developm;’.m rovmmsug

well as income generating opportunities such as providing access to microfinance.’ g i

The 1mpact of MDG 8 on MDG 1 is visible in the effect that the need to collaborate towards
improving opportunities and initiatives to build linkages with local. small. medium and micro-
enterprises (0 develop the skills of local people will enhance livelihood. Further collaboration
can benefit the informal sector with support from big corporate businesses been urged to play a
key role in areas such as: building supplier relationship and other business linkages with Small
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs); provide credit, equity. risk insurance, and other financing
products, especially in the case of financial institutions; supporting the transfer of appropnate
product and process technologies, and providing training, mentoring. capacity building and

information sharing programs.

The link between the informal sector and other economic sectors is one that is well grounded and
settled. For instance, the exchange of raw material supplies and man power are key aspects of
poverty emdication.8 In the same vein, also agribusiness and biotechnology companies are urged
to work with small farmers and their cooperatives along global supply chains 10 provide credit

and improve rural productivity. product quality and food security. % Allowing and aiding the

eet, chief Executive, Royal putch Shell.
A Framework

orted, 2008, “Business and Millennium pevelopment Goals:
’s Forum publication, p-9-

5  Jerone vandetV

6  jane Nelson and Dave Pres

for Action”, an Internationa
Ibid., p.10

" pPeter Bracket-let

sector, health deve

| Business Leader
rivate

F roundtable on the P

estle in his remarks made at an IBL

mathe, chairman n
MDGS, march 2008

lopment and the
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as to make debt sustainable throug ation with big private sector ply Cugg
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ne need for cOOP . ; s for
above there shall be 2 compelll gﬁts of new technologies to the informal economy secy, Whicﬁ
sake of making aval :

e rural communities.
is closer to the grass

DEVELOP A G

nership, especially between governmengs 1y,
te sectors, to seek veritable vehicles for ensur?n.
n

ot d equita ating poverty. This extends to the need ¢, Wide
a more effective an

i redit, affordable health care_an_d new technolpgnes. This comes with
access 1o micro ¢ ‘hich are consensus building between rich and poor nations, Ty
aUCf)dant challexlllges ::; i< ianmsmognt 10°8 successful and equitable qupferat:on not just amg,
ast;;ht;vgrl::e:lt ng at ml;nggobusinesses- If cooperation must !)e achieved it is important to adhere |,
regulations. It is pertinent (0 note that a ruies—base«_j trading and_ ﬁnax;mal s?/litem :in_ areas such
labour, human rights and development, alongside economic rules will eradicate poverty,
Adherence to the ten principles of the UN QIoba! Compact in the corporate organizations
(multinational corporations) sphere of operation 15 a sin qua non demanding strict compliance !

rt
; ds a fresh global part!
This goal demands e NGOS) an d priva

mmental oreaniza :
pten 4 ble means of eradic

The need to work with the UN Global Compact plan is also captured within the African Unioy
Structure. The emergence of various regional blocks in Africa is capable to drive regional
cooperation in the field of development, business and eradication of poverty. In addition
companies and industry players can work with specialized regional agencies in sefting
international economic norms and standards in order to build a veritable institutional
infrastructure for global commerce. This shall lead to promoting good corporate govemnance,
developing common standards for cross-border transactions, transportation, and

telecommunications. It also entails global efforts to tackle bribery, corruption and money
laundering.

The greater support to achieving this goal should emanate from policy dialogue and advocacy
that puts pressure on governments to create the appropriate enabling environment. There ought
to be collective action, especially through representative business groups such as chambers of
lnternation:!ngl:mdg umo;l s operating within and among African countries. Bodies such as the
oy theagé t:lrsdo dComme:rc:c and the US-b::lSCd Corporate Council on Africa should b¢
i eded advocacy role in the area of promoting investment in least developed

waw,unglobalcompact.org)

W%%=/
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countries. especially Africa in a sustainable manner. They should enhance capacity build;
in strengthening a support for local businesses throughout Africa, These local busineqses-mg d:d
informal sector that has direct positive impact on community sustainable and. Ie;:::::; i

mic

development.
Lo<_:al businesses in African nations should enjoy increased market access, official development
assistance and debt relief. There should be increased fair and equitable international economy

According to John Connolly:

Public governance is a global issue. No longer can businesses, governments, or non-

governmental organizations afford to act independently of each other - the stakes are just too
high. Only through a combined effort can we achieve economic growth, sustainability, and

create an opportunity for a better life for people everywhere."!

In this regard, companies and business groups are urged to advocate for public health reform in
certain countries, supporting, and enabling environment for public ~ private research and
development R&D, and negotiate international trade regimes that can improve access to the
poorest population without compromising the bases on patents and market mechanisms that

provide funds for long term investment.

THE INFORMAL SECTOR OF THE NIGER DELTA- AN OVERVIEW
The informal economy is better viewed as an alternative to formal work or a complement to the

formal economy.'? It was earlier in the 20" century depicted

as a left over from an earlier mode of production and disappearing from view."” This sector has

hitherto persisted and still growing and expanding. It is noteworthy that earlier in life, labourers
toiled in their fields and homes on a subsistence basis, and bartered goods and services are from

this perspective exchanged, distributed and consumed through the formal economy as a result of

compatibility and complementarily.
ovment that is duly

Informal work has variously been viewed as all work that is not “formal emFl
registered with the state for tax, social security and labour law purpose. * This has been the

prevalent impression of the informal sector. Subsequent to this section of the paper, a better
appreciation of the informal economy will be exerted and portrayed. This paper argues and

suggests that strengthening the informal sector through the proper funding of Small and Medium
Enterprises (SME) is the only key to realizing the MDGs particularly goals 1 and 8. These SMEs

is the life-blood of the informal sectors that impacts, directly or indirectly, men, women,

from

" Global chairman Delloitte
2 rollin C. Williams, “Re-theorizing the Informal Economy in Western Nations, Some  Lesson
Rural England”, The open Area Studies Journal, 2010, 3, 1-11
B ibid
" Ibid
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CHALLENGES FACING THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE

AND CONCEPTUALIZED

Concep(ual Challenges: Achieving the eight goals particularly goals 1 and 8 of the Millenn;

Declaration is very daunting. It is not without its fiscal challenges and mustering the 1r‘u'um

will. as well as sincerity of purpose. It demands a collective effort from government izéug'al
2005. the MDGS are the most prominent initiative on tlli

bluslmcxs. According to Philip Alston in

Y () # SR re) =% . > o ¢ ; QAo o 3 M 1

global development agenda and have a great deal in common with human right commitments."
< nts.

He 1s appalle sithar .
e ls a}?pallad that. nL_ner the human rights nor the development communities have
\d:; u:i age enthusiastically and with conviction.'® He argues that both concern; are h CI:;braced
same destination : o5 the PRGN A s are headi
developm m‘“““ find urges the human rights community to engage more effectivel firs i
ent agenda. as reeards # : g P
i poll l»_lacn. a, as regards goal 8. In articulating and conceptualizing the 8 MS e
oAy C eC e > atis > 4 4 ;
s [tL :;: m:crn.nmnal effort to promote human development a:d dramati Gs, the aim
5 Y- N Oout a s N ITe 4P AL : : % ama é
e stratng_u vision for the United Nations to pursue and lC‘l"y'reduce
kil e a number of fundamental goals that had be sue and breathe life into
achifltgc'eb over the decades preceding the year 2000 m'llen t?ndorsed by a series of world
eved in concrete terms for the poorest memb f llennium declaration with nothing
ers of the society,™ g

MDGS AS CONCEIVEpD

15

Marilyn Cairr abd Marth

a Alter Chen (2001 Yo

16 T”';;e and Investment Impact on the workiLG':bahzanon and the Informal Economy: H
* tbid,p2 g Poor; WIEGO Publication. v e

through the lens of

the MD :
press, vol. 27, p756 GS, Human Rights quarter

% bid.
B (www.un.org/milleni
2 Ihid. tleniumgoals).
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An analysis of the proposition my Alston leads to the question of the fund
MDGs. Majority of African countries still view the MDG
fundamental human rights. South Africa remains the most
Constitution grounding the core principles

amental nature of
5 as mere obligations and ne
progressive of African nations with s

of the MDG as human rights with the courts have full judicial rights to inte

rpret laws and
policies in this wise.

Practical Challenges: The purpose of this section of the paper is to examine how well the
MDGs have fared in its concepts and are reflected in national MDG-based development
strategies and policies. There is a compelling commitment to identify critical gaps and
challenges so as 1o note practical lessons to be learned from implementation of these goals. This
calls for a collective effort of development and human rights practitioners, policy makers,
relevant institutions, civil society orgamizations, and the UN funds. to initiate programs towards
integrating human rights concerns into national and global efforts to achieve the MDGs. It is
pertinent therefore to argue that there is a glaring synergy and complementarities between human

rights and the 8 MDGs goals. In other words it seeks the rationale for a human rights-based
approach to the development and national poverty reduction strategies.

Alongside development goals on

poverty, water, education and health, there were also
commitments made to promote dem

ocracy and respect for all human rights, with a particular
focus on the rights of minorities, women and migrants, and the right to access to information. It

has now become apt to interrogate how much has been so far accomplished., less than a year to

the 2015 target. What are the challenges faced by all stakeholders involved in committing time
and energy in articulating these MDGs?

The very critical aspect of the MDGs is its implementation. The
vacuum. As earlier noted, they represent the culmin
previous attempts to set international development t
means of bench marking and assessing the progress
and institutional reforms and resources allocations

spite of these, government variously claims that
. 25y 2
priorities.”

goals did not emerge in a
ation of a decade-long global debate and
argets. They envisage a clear and simple
of human development that entails policy
towards realizing this time-bound target. In
the goals have influenced their spending

In the rural community of the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, mobilization to achieve the goals
has far seemed (o have modest impact. This suggests that the MDG agenda may have a particular
negative impact on slum upgrading to provide decent housing, where the lack of emphasis on the
legitimacy of slum clearance policies that violate human fights of the stum dwellers. It 1s also
observed and suggested that the cconomic growth for income poverty reduction and social sector
investments, such as education, health and water, are mportant priorities in most of the poverty

: “Human Rights and the Millennium Development Goals in Practice: A Review of Country
Strategies and Reporting”, Office of the High Commissioner for the Human Rights, 2010,
p.3.

Sakiko fukuda-parr, “Are the MDGS priority in Development Strategies and Aid  Programmes?
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understand the link between the

Iwo. As conceptualized above, the informal ece
' above, rmal economy .
the class of artisans who 1y to ¢ "y fepresents

The : hgage with menial and SME venture in a drive 1o enhance their
sid 5. s QUK L AT GG apes o "
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I_mﬂh, nc:uf:. Bangladash and most ASEAN nations. This 1s therefore why the informal economy
sector as ably represented by the SMEs and micro-business, need to be strengthened in order to
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tp':x \;;1& succor to the very poor and unskilled workforce and thereby enhancing the realization of
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In addil‘ion. the reason why the informal sector has grown in prominence is due to various
cconomic restructuring and economic crisis that took all by surprise. It is in this regard, apt to
suggest that during periods of economic adjustments, whether due to economic reforms or
economic crises, the informal economic becomes resilient and expands in growth and stature.

This is because retrenched workers find solace in the informal economy sector when public and
private enterprises are either shut down, right - sized, or down - sized. Additionally, household,
that depended on the income from the formal enterprises; need to supplement these formal sector
incomes with informal earnings as a response to inflation or cutbacks in public services.

This now calls for a collaborative effort on the part of grass roots organisations of those who
work in the informal economy with sympathetic representatives of the NGOs, research institutes,
governments, organized private sector, and international development agencies to enable the
most vulnerable segments of the society to seize these opportunities. To be able to do this, the
synergy of cooperation among African States and communities need to be encouraged.

WHY SUPPORT THE INFORMAL ECONOMY?

The informal economy sector was a coinage of the International Labour Organisation (ILO)
mission to Africa in the early 1970s. They referred to the street vendors, cart ~ pusher, shoe
shiners, garbage collectors, home-based garment makers/workers and local scale agricultural
workers. But since 1990s the informal sector is viewed as accounting for a significant share of
employment and output that should never be over looked nor ignored. Additionally, due to its
size and diversity, as well as the increasing ties and overlaps with the formal sector, it is obvious
that both should work harmoniously for the achievement of the MDGs not just with a particular
community ‘but Africa as a whole.

The suggested cooperation is further grounded by the fact that in the informal economy just as
the formal sector, there are employers, self - employed, wage workers and skilled/unskilled

~ labour. Thus. the distinction between formal and informal work now seem to diminish and wane.
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A synergy between the other MDGs especially education and achieving gender equality must be
punued to ensure substantive equality in the Society and ensure the reduction of poveny in
Afnica as a whole. This calls for a higher degree of the regional blocks in Africa and the State
Parties to the African Union showing greater resolve in implementation of political, development
and economie policies in their respective nations.
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