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oduction L i

};;:er introduction of ChnSt_lﬂnltY nto the area 1.:hat came to be referred to as Nigeria was
accompanied by changes m the soclo-economic and political landscape of the area, apd
rticularly the southern parts of the country. It is necessary to discuss the process of British
imperialism and the cqloplal economic pohges within the same area. Specifically, the process
of incursion and the missionary activities will also be on focus. However, it is apposite to know
the major factors that impelled the British to make an incursion into Southern Nigeria, in the
firstinstance. g i .

The British incursion into Nigeria was imperialistic. But what does the concept of
imperialism connote? One source sees it as “the policy, practice, or advocacy of extending the
power and domination of a nation especially by direct territorial acquisitions or by gaining
indirect control over the political and economic life of other areas”.' Most authorities on
colonialism or imperialism agree that it has to do with the establishment and maintenance of an
extended time of rule over alien people that are separate from and subordinate to the ruling
power, and the the imposition of alien authoritarian regimes on subordinate society. Having
established the masterservant relationship, the colonizer trains a few of their subjects in
bureaucratic management after which the superseding authority demands passive
acquiescence from the colonized. It also has to do with the political control of the colonisers.”
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sense of imperialism as rendered by Ake, we can readily see thati
However, the second view of imperialism introducm&
somewhat ideological connotation to our_digcussion and common under_standlllg thl}e concept
involved. It specifically attaches imperialism (o the development of liberal capitalism ¢ gh
global level. Understandably, this thinking seems [0 be not 00 far from the fact, whep We
remember the discourse or project of the present globalization of the values associated with
“liberal democracy” and “economic liberalism”.” Certam_ly. lhe_ sec_ond sense of imperialjsy
could not be possibly wished away in the British incursion into Nigeria. This submission wil| b
proved in due course. s e |
We need to put British imperialism in the Southern Nigeria in proper perspective in .
order to understand the underlying reasons for incursion. We could assert that the British, in
establishing their domination over Nigeria, adopted two interrelated methods; these were
informal influence and the use of force. The former was largely the work of conscious and
unconscious agents of British imperialism like traders and Christian missionaries. Both were
of English origin and they operated in Yorubaland. The direct agents of the British government
accomplished the latter. Both methods were used almost side by side and began in the mid-
nineteenth century, reaching its climax at the end of the century.’ -‘.

British Incursion into Southern Nigeria
All political structures use violence or coercion, but they differ in the manner in which
extent to which they use or threaten to use it against other political organizations. Th
differences play an unambiguous role in determining the form and destiny of poli
communities. It was not so much the presti ge of power but direct economic i : ’-
other considerations, that impelled Britain into Africa. The British i _mteim
generally called Southern Nigeria today can be attributed to three basic reasons: Extl
M:ssnon.?':h'y andl'l‘rading/Commercial purposes. " M-
: e exploration motivation” a2 i
intruders into the Nigeria area were l;}{:cedegﬁ" o Ofmvmmﬁm m .

so-called explorers, whose motives and the F
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whose activities certainly went beyond mere exploration. They were not only potential
imperialists; they also held moral, religious and political ideas, the partial application of which
in the future was to undermine the indigenous milieu they were constrained to respect during
the early period of intrusion. ~ Ideologically, they were the avant-garde of the missionary, the
rader and the soldier. By wishing the triumph of C hristianity over the religions of darkness
and abolishing slavery and slave trade, the explorers prepared the way for the Christian
missionary. By expostulating on the commercial and technological achievements of Europe to
Nigenan mlers._ the Explom increased the interests and avidity of the indigenous people for
greater economic mli_itlons with Europe. By advertising the economic potentialities of Nigeria
to their countrymen in Europe officially through their publications, the explorers opened the
eyes of empire builders to the underdeveloped state™ of what is now Nigeria. There was really
no Nigena asa political unit as such before 1914,

There was also the missionary interest.” which was secondary. Right from the outset, it
wasnot only the British missionaries that came to Nigeria, but only Britain was able to establish
an appreciable foothold in the southern part of the country. Northern Nigeria was practically
beyond the pale of Christian activity.” Initially, at least, the Christian missionaries did not
consciously promote British imperialism. Their primary objective was to help in the campaign
o stop the nefarious trade in slaves " and evangelise the Yoruba society.

Christian missionaries. inc luding the Saros, converting natives and experimenting with
the _idE‘OIOg}‘ of Bible and Plough’, championed the new culture.” Agege planters and the
African Church Superintendents helped to spread cocoa growing in Yoruba hinterland as they
'Were very active in the early development of cocoa growing in Western Nigeria, both as
farmers ... and as advocates of cocoa growing by other Yoruba farmers'.” The humanitarian
sponsored missionaries to go and preach the gospel of Christ in the hope that through
conversion, the indigenous people will permanently terminate trading in their fellow human
beings and give up the unholy practice of human sacrifices, cannibalism and twin murder.> The
Saros and other Europeans were responsible for mntegrating Western and Eastern Nigeria. By
the late nineteenth century, Christianity had gradually started to expand in the southem region,
but Northern Nigeria was essentially outside the purview of Christian activity.”

The British government supported the "Niger Expedition” of 1841, which was
organized by British missionary and activist organisations with the goal of sending Europeans
to the Niger region of Africa to negotiate treaties with the locals and deter them from taking part
in the slave trade. The voyage was a dismal failure, and it demonstrated the necessity for more
African laborers in missionaries' attempts to enter Nigeria's interior. Of the 145 Europeans, 130
perished. African personnel training became the only long-term solution.™

The first attempt to get the Church in touch with Abeokuta was after the Niger
Expedition. The Methodist leader in Ghana, Thomas Birch Freeman, sent a letter to Chief
Sodeke in Abeokuta when he arrived in Badagry in September 1842 and Sodeke was eager to
help the missionaries.” Indeed, the history of the CMS mission in West Africa is closely related
to much of the Christian missionary effort that laid the groundwork for theuansfogpaﬁon of{he
Nigerian region. The CMS mission forged a strong relationship with British colonial
authorities in Lagos. ] .
This relationship was bolstered when the CMS arranged a meeting for Reverend Crowther with
the prime minister, the colonial secretary, Queen Victoria, and Prince Albert in _

1850,
The Methodist opened a station in Badagry in 1842, the Glmnhm?omry
Abeokuta in 1846, and the gospel quickly spread to Ibadan and ljaye.” Father
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The whole story of European commercial incursions initially started on ¢

In the beginning, many Africans naively conceived of colonisation as an @
strengthening of friendship with the Europeans rather than an act of occupation, ™ He
European traders later adopted some measure of 'persuasion by force'. Al
European traders had their initial bickering with one another,” they were, howews
their traditional policy with their Nigerian counterparts. From The Royal
worked fervently for British extension into the interior, an acquisition comme
accomplished under Sir George Goldie.” In the nineteenthcentury, the
(Europeans) were confronted with difficulties arising from the series of
Yoruba hinterland, wars that did not abate until decisive British intervention it
the cpmbatantg to sheqth their weapons and return to their homes and farms.
provided security and infrastructural facilities for the lagos traders in order to
favourable to British interests.” The power of coastal and inland middlemg
e moadover pened 1 uresiictod ommerce,* s gl
poly of trade over commercial rivals." The rea
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jmperialism made its incursion into south-western Nigeria becomes clearer when one
understands that European monopoly firms operated by constantly fighting to gain control over
raw materials, markets and means of communication.” British merchants penetrated into the
hinterland because of their desire to search for raw materials for their industries back home. The
planting of valuable commercial products like coftee, cocon, rubber, cotton ete. was limitlessly
ll.‘HL‘l!lll'illl.',L‘l}; Resultantly, trade of Lagos and the Yoruba country expenienced unhmited
expansion.

Apart from that, the industrial revolution in Britain led to the miss mass-production of
goods. It, thus, became necessary to look for new markets, and Yorubaland provided one such
markel Qlinush colonial government also tried to protect the local population by controlling
access of the European firms to land in Southern Nigeria, Invariably, the weight of shipping
company's oppressive freight rates was borne by small traders who had no resources to secure
comparable advantages. The associated firms soon become the major beneficianies of
impertalism' in Southern Nigeria, and Britain brought tremendous opportunities for her ‘
capitalist interest-groups by foreibly tytng the indigenous people to the soil." It could be said .
that the presence of Britain in Nigeria was synonymous with the opening up of the southern part
of the country to British trade and the establishment of a raw material estate for British traders,
bankers, ship owners, and manufacturers in the territories.

I'he African Association of Liverpool came with “commerce in their hands and good
feelings in their hearts to assist the natives.”"” The European firms' profits were normally
repatriated to Europe and invested in European industry.* This is why an historian asserted that
Impenialism was “essentially an economic phenomenon " that does not “necessarily lead to
direct political control. ™" The Europeans just grabbed whatever they thought meant profitsin
Africa, “and... acquired many areas not for immediate exploitation but with an eye to the
future.

This 1s, however, to be expected as Britain did not come to Nigeria for a tea party.
Colonialism was definitely extractive, generally for-a-profit operation. The idea that the
imperial objective was commercial profit is the theory of economic imperialism.” The question
of how profitable colonialism was, even for Britain, is still subject to some controversy.
However, colonialism was geared towards the generation of maximum revenue at the least
expenditure, and where possible, the natives were forced to work without pay.”

Considerations of equity or ethics were not the salutary hallmarks of colonialism.
Fconomic considerations, not moral reasons, were behind the the European occupation of
Africa.” The reason why Christian Buropeans had to wait until the eighteenth century before
expressing any interest in converting Africans to their own religion may even be questioned.
having been conducting trade with the inhabitants of the Nigerian region since the sixteenth
century, why bring in religion in the eighteenth century? The British government was ever so
cost conscious and were avidly unwilling to undertake new expenditure unless they were
convinced that it would yield returns sufficient to recoup the initial cost. The British
intolerant of native activities that threatened their objective. Where activities such as rebe
or civil disobedience occurred, they were crushed instantly and mercilessly.™ -

One can submit that it was the inordinate commercial/economic interest th
British to annex the whole of Nigeria. Their agenda was to established British pz
order have economic dominance. Indeed, it would be difficult to attribute muck
to the colonial enterprise as they systematically halted ‘the devel.ol me
institutions and introduced changes that were not conducive to rapid
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Church and several primary schools in Lagos [sland.” The o Iba dlaln [l'eb Od I5hed itg
headquarters in Lagos in 1913, and went on 1o open bookshops |n daqell; j€bu-Lde, Ile-lfe’
and other Yoruba towns. These bookstores promoted th_ Uf(lm"”'("} of literacy, a_nd thﬁ print
culture emerged as an essential tool for group social activity, hclpm{; m‘ define 'dlen!ilty n a
society with a growing diversity of people.” In the 1840, .lhc QMS Saro missionarie;
encouraged the cultural ramifications of western literary traditions in Yoruba con
Ajayi Crowther highlighted the English Bible's significant development by
Bible into Yoruba language.”

Additionally, Christian missionarics promoted contemporary appr
Nigeria. Yoruba Christians returnces from Brazil, Cuba, and Sierra Leone came
in basic architecture, carpentry, bricklaying, lailoring,_and watch repair. In fa
witnessed the promotion of industrial training” as mission school established
program where masons, printers, bricklayers, and carpenters were educated.
such apprenticeship soon became influential middle class in Yoruba cities such
Abeokuta. CMS in Eastern Nigeria expanded rapidly due to the close colla
Nigerian and European missionaries,.” Indeed, the Yoruba missionarie
supplied the crucial social environment for the rise of politico-economic advancem

N Yearg

Christianity and the Emergence of New Cultural Identities
Apart from the role the British played in the introduction of western schools, the
emphasise the exclusivity of social change and the traits of those who prom
social transformation processes at this time. The Afro-Brazilians (the Ag
Catholic identity began to enter Lagos in the second half of the ninetex

craftsmen and traders had developed, taking advantage of the burg

12



l,agus.“ Their brand of Catholicism enriched the vibrant social and cultural environment
particularly in the cities of Lagos and Abeokuta, that were fast expanding. Although Christian
missionaries from Europe believed that they were bringing light into a region of darkness, their
message of sin and salvation was perceived by A fricans as a local problem of translation,

Christian missionaries in Nigeria made numerous adjustments to the local social and
political climate. Early Christians, who were typically poor, former slaves, or who were
isolated from other Yoruba communities proliferated, and they began to seck empowerment
under the expanding hegemony of British imperial authority. They received support from the f
Christian missions doctrines and British business interests Christianity was reconciled with ‘
indigenous cosmology, a move that attracted converts and missionaries who linked the
heavenly and earthly spheres, and stressed Christ's sacrifice.”

During this pivotal period in Yoruba history, a shared pantheon of gods and spirits, mutual ,'
political experiences, and a widespread belief in the common ancestry of Yoruba dynastic {
traditions, contributed to the development of an ethno-national discourse of shared Yoruba }
culture, which was based on the myths of common origin. These traditions recognised Ile-Ife as r
the cradle of Yoruba civilization and Oduduwa as their progenitor. The tradition, religion, and '
customs of the Yoruba people profoundly influenced their way of life, politics, religious t
activities, economic structures, and overall worldview.* |

(|
Christianity and Social Mobility in Southern Nigeria ‘
Christianity also influenced social mobility in colonial Nigeria as the conversion of Yoruba to j
Christianity occurred within the context between Christianity and the Yoruba religious system. [
The Yoruba Christian converts reconciled temporal and transcendental forces, connecting the |
power of Christianity to rapidly changing social conditions within a Yoruba frame of reference.
This is in contrast to Western Christian evangelical perspectives that drew a distinction between
the secular and religious.” Christianity thrived among the Yoruba people during colonial rule
because it offered a critical method of negotiating the increasingly complicated social, political,
and economic milieu of Nigerian society in the early twentieth century. Indeed, the Yoruba
Christian church organization, Aladura, successfully adapted Yoruba religious practices to the
modernizing objective of mission Christianity.”

Christian marriage provided aristocratic status the same way the Yoruba polygamy
tradition ensured access to social networks.Educated Yoruba Christians who married
Christians began attained new social positions as a result of missionary education, Christian -
decency, and elite networks, which complicated the definition of power in Yoruba
society."Married efife Christian women increased the economic power of their husbands, and
they expanded on customary Yoruba marriage customs to negotiate social ties and lineage
networks.” The economic transformation fostered by missionary Christianity and the color
economy was bound to the complex social change brought about by these interactions betwe
Christian and Yoruba marriage customs. European traders and missionaries, especially
who linked cocoa growing to their Christian message frequently disseminatt?d their experti
cocoa agricultural practices.” Indeed, the quick expansion of cocoa farming was a

economic opportunity.

Christianity and Modernisation in Southern Nigeria i
Indeed, the activities of Christian missions remarkably _l:rausfo_rmeq the n o7
Ibadan and Ijebu-Ode. Reverend David Hinderer au_d tps English wife, Ann;
Ibadan in May 1853, and founded the first CMS mission. Genera
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tof fntance, Baale Oyesile ( Highode, the muyor of

the eity, pave Reverend Hinderer o home i which to eatablish the mmmuu’u.lnul vlcnu:ulu;y
school.” Christinn commoners’ children received educition at mission privary andd secondary
schools in Yorubaland during Britieh vule For (atance, Al SE Primary School, Oke Onighin iy,
Irepodun Loeal Government Aren wnd FCWA secondary sch ol, Igbnju. in the . Kwiry
State, provided such opportunities for children and fostered Christisn relntionships, |
Although Chiefs had med feehmgs towirds western m!m-nhj i, fenr aver the tarmishing effecry
of Christian principles on local trnditions still predomimnted i . A
By the 1930s, the prowth of missionary education hid imerensed the mfluence of € I-JI'IIH”H!IH
with Western educations in loeal politics, ereating conflict between i younger generation of
Christian elites and the old guard, which was primarily made up of tracitional chiefs. Chiristiang
who had received education from a missionary school used it (o advance the interests of then
ancestral hometown inside the colonial administrative structiure and gain access 10 new
professional prospeets. This emerpging chite proup's leaders repeatedly urged colonial rulers 1o
nclude educated Christinns in the local administration.”
Indeed, the social impact of misgion Christianity was felt in ljebu towns much more quickly
than m other communities in the Yoruba hinterland that came under British control, The
resourceful lebu, who mamtained control over trade routes between the Yoruba hinterland,
strategically embraced fundamentally changed social and political situations by embracing
Christian missionaries, who were crucial to modern tluvulnpmcnl.”’i'hc importance of Western
education increased the profile of Christian educated elites, particularly teachers, clerks, and
t‘]crgy. Protestant Christian missions predominated in Yoruba villages, but this was far from a
simple acceptance of progressive principles dedicated (o modern education and Western
enlightenment. Uncertaunty regarding the rate and direction of change in Nigerian communities
persisted among some Eurepean missionarics,”

Christiang pot along well with the locals |

Conclusion
Having interrogated the role of Christinaity in the socio-cconomic development of 8
Nigeria between 1854 and 1960, it is clear from the findings of this study that the
Christianity moved beyond the four walls of the Churches founded by mission
permeated the soico-economic dynamics of the people. Christianity altered the soico=g
landscape of *ie people of Southern Nigeria such that a new socio-cconomic syste
from the duzl intrusion of Christianity and colonial rule, such that at independen
Southern Nigeria was radically difterent frem what it was before the advent of Chris
colonial rule.
Colonial relizious movemerts left indelible marks on Southern Nigerian rg
introduction of western education zided human capital development, and gave ri
elite in the region. Similarly, Christianity altered the pre-existing social order
possible for people to rise within social ranks, especially those who accepted Che
addition, Christianity contributzd to the advancement of commuties that embraced
However, Christianity had detrimental social effects, particularly on the develop
cultural identities. Thus, i may be stated that the development of Christianig
Southern Nigeria was one of raixe ' blessings.
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