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Croldac e e ondlaite s the individual's first language (L) and_the

priar {o ther sccond language Ly o foreln anakage (FL) which sre leamt el
e he acquisition of the L, is facilitated by unlimited exposure, which
ek o & ev.nJOYS.._, It is; relevant to note that, the L, grows along with the
individual's physical growifyand jnfkiences his parsanality 18 siENCEEREENE
016). _o_ruba- is the specific Mother Tongue of interest in this study. It is a
language in South-western, Nigeria (Fagborun, 3004y, ;. .

The Mother Tongue which is the language at home, .can serve as a

ss. It is the child's access to education,
for it is one’s inner thought and contemplations (Olajide, 2007 and Chanda, 2010).
Hence, for acquiring knowledge in a better and unambiguous way, the MT is the
best medium. It has been scientifically proved that assimilation of facts is _,easjgr
‘through. an- individual's language. The Mother Tongue develops the learners’
cognitive and intellectual capacity. Fudor (2004) affirms that language is a decisive
factor in the development of thinking, formation of concepts and release of potential
intelligence. In which case, anything learnt in one’s MT will have more personal
meaning and relevance {0 him. He notes that ‘there is a medium in which we think,
and of course it is a language’. By extension, the English native speakers think in
English and so do the French people. The Yorubas do think, perceive and trapS\aig

definitely in their language. _
The proficiency in the language acquisition M i
English. In a nutshell, the MT of leamers can be employed in the English class to:

introduce a new topic; presenting and explaining grammatical items; to check the
comprehension of learners; to explain difficult concept; and to make them feel
comfortable and confident (Chisunum & Ejie (2014). Anyway the amount of the
systematic and judicious use of the MT in the English depends on how prqﬁmgng the
students are in the English language. , , i

English language plays a vital role in Nigerig. It is the medium of instruction
right from primary four up to the tertiary educanonal_level. As a matter ,of:}.fact,
English features prominently in the entire sphool curnculurr;. Apaljt from bemg a
core subject, it is also the medium of instruction for other school subjects. There are

factors that are contributing to the poor perform
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mstn:uctiona!"‘h-uaterials,ntsg]eogr::;sr’id'ack it
;Zfr'g” language with- an absol,
uéing dfi?ize n?gtit;dfnts i English: Rece_ntly there has been a revival of inter
accuracy larity angnf?ue' as a resource for the promotion of language Iearnirig for
Dy Prin,1a . » a ‘eXIblllty Ross, '(2000). Bamgbose (2013) cites the Ife Six

, Y Project of 1970 to establish the effectiveness of the first language as

_g&‘z;ioﬁog?ﬁlconﬂrms tha_t :MT‘ a@idgnc_:g promo’te’S*_ apretendmonolingual
~ -aron In the English class and this diminishes classroom reality. ‘The students
are pretend native Speakers of the second language rather than trie English users.
E”Q'.'E_h l?a'r ning is maximized when students and teachers share a strong rapport,
th? ‘S«?Pdentswm feel safe, confident and the class will be students-centered. - - -
. There are samples of research that show students’ academic performances
when the Mother Tongue of leamers was used as the meditm of instruction or the
complementary language in the teaching and learning of English language. Varvara
(2009) ‘carried out an experiment on the use of the Mother Torgue in ‘English

classes for young learners in Greece. The study was conducted to find out’the
extent the learners’ native language could be used. in English classes' and
investigates at which lesson sections teachers could resort to the use of Greek. The
‘experiment also involves English translation, from English to Greek and vise-versa.
She found out that the teachers’ and students’ belief on the MT in the English
classes. The study involves the participation of both teachers and students in a
schocl (Cram School) in Greece. At the end of the experiment the students felt
secured, participated fully and this enhanced their comprehension tremendously; -
o Sumayah (2002) carried out an experiment on the attitude of students towards
using Arabic in English language classrooms at Yarmouk University in Jordan. The
study focuses on the variables of gender, level of study and students’ prgﬁqiepqy
level in English. The study observed 206: students who were “enrolled 'in the
“compulsory University English courses offered by the Language Centre at Yarmouk
University. Those compulsory courses in English consist of: Engllsh099 (Pre-
requisité English Language skills); English 100 (Enghsh Iang_uage skills 1)and
English lll (English Language 2). Most students come with a weak backgroupd- in
English. They always ask teachers to use Arabic in expl.am;ng ‘Igssons ‘and‘\they
‘even register their courses with teachers who use Arab»lc a»nld\-tepsi‘-to dropthe :
courses if the teachers use only English in the classroom. S IERR e
" 'Questionnaire’ was used to elicit information on theattitude* of students
towards ‘using ‘the Mother Tongue 'in En'g!ish classroom. .92‘.?2_9/0' of the .Stug;?'tf‘
‘strongly agreed that the teacher should clarify difficult exercises in Arabllc. 91 :) o
“the students strongly agreed that new vocabulary shou.ld be tra.ns!ated into Ara ic.
“About 90.5% of the students strongly agreed that Arabic can help them to express
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uses Arabic. 84.4% of the stidarr o ond the lesso
i cmination, instru~ctitgsss§g?n-ts-§tr9”’g'y‘aQ-"?@d;fFﬁat'ffhéy feel more comfor
and perform exce“eﬂtlyIWhen.thg;::)r\le_'Arablc' Th.US,,stUd'en'ts'\ié‘é'rﬁ‘;_j;:bﬁve r
ke o Karaagar'c-; (.201 is el_'nployed in thg English classroom. |
Tongue in English Foréign‘ ' 57) examined the use and functions of Mother
of the mother tbngue (1) inafngugge (EFL) Classes. They discovered that ﬂ"fé‘ﬁ_'sé
was conducted in the Schooi Of;l’glgn_language classrooms is inevitap\e;f..:T_heﬁ_\’lﬁY
was-based-on both dualitative oreign Lgnguages atr_;F_j‘amuk'kale U"‘!?ESE‘Y,:. and it
were 20 English | tq litative aqd quantitative research designs. The!participants
B e »dl instructors working in the: Schiool -of Foreign Languages and. 286 -
h <. T8 _ata were collectec_i through classroom. rec;grc‘i‘_in_gs};f,\qu_'ga._s.tiqnngireﬂs:
| were administered both to the instructors and the students, and interviews were
conducted wif;h all. of the instructors and randomly chosen 39 students. The ‘data
revealed that mother tongue is an inseparable part of language teaching, and it
actually has different functions like “rapport building purposes”, “making the topic/
meaning clear (by giving examples, explaining, making extra explanations, etc.,
“explaining. difficult concepts or ideas”, etc. It was also found out that both the
instructors_and -the students were aware of .' th_e_,-,import__anégof"yus_ing thetarget
language as much as possible in the classes, however, they could not deny the
need of mother tongue from vas_discovered also that once both

time to time. It w bot

boys and girls are helped through the MT. in English class, they p_g_é,r_fgr'nj:’ S|gn|ﬁcantty
better in English. -~ - et lalh 'L

Harker, (2000) investigated: gender differences in achievement qf_p;gyg_ and
girls in Mathematics in New Zealand. The result showed that th‘g_er»e.wQs?_singiﬁgant
difference in the performance of boys and girls, he exp\aipeq that t?oys péﬁprmed:
better in Mathematics, while girls performed better 'iq‘E‘n‘glish.-;--.However;*Okek_e
(2004) explains that there is no significant differ‘encejm,the‘achlevement of boys. _
and- girls in-Science. Sumayah, (2002); Varvara, (2009); Paker and. Karaagac,

(2015) confirmed that, the MT in the English :class will: make a diﬁere__nce-___.in-the;

students’ performance in English, but not the gender of the students. - qaad 8 :
incidentally, the academic perf tudents .in

ormance of Senior: Secondary S
English in Nigeria has not been enc;ouraging‘ over some years. Tables 1 and 2 are
‘presented t0 provide an empirical suppo

+ for the above observation. Table 1%\0\:‘:3
the result in English from year 2006 to yWA
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© Effect of the Mother Tongue on Students’ Performance in Senior School. . .

. Table 1: WASSCE (ENGLISH)
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Sé'urt‘:e'; ‘Collection from five ‘Secondary Schools in- Ogbomoso South Local
Government Ogbomoso, Oyo State. : SRS

., Table 1 confirms the earlier assertion that the academic performance of

Senior Secondary School students in English has been poor over the years. Yet,
English is ‘one of the core subjects. Without a credit pass in English, students

cannot be admitted into Nigerian Universities. One basic explanation for the

phenomenon of poor academic performance in English is that students do not have
a good grasp of the subject because they are taught solely in English. Yet the'MT of
learners develop the: Cognitive: mental skills (Knowledge), Affective: growth in
feelings or emotional areas (Attitude) and Psychomotor: manual or physical skills
(Skills). ), which include physical movement, coordination, and use of gross and fine
motor-skills At this juncture, it becomes very important to look at mother tongue as

an' auxiliary medium of instruction from the perspective of its ‘effectiveness in

fostering learning in the English class.

Statément of the Problem .
The woeful performance of the students in English has been the concern of
students, parents, teachers, government and the society as a whole; it is the

compelling issue that led to this study.
There are researchers that have worked on the effectiveness and functions of

the MT in English classes. In fact, the use of mother tongue may contribute to
language learning process in various occasions in the learning-teaching process.
Sumayah, (2002); Varvara, (2009); Paker and Karaagac, (2015) examined the use
of the MT in the English classes and confirmed their findings that the moderate and

judicious"use of the mother tongue is helpful and can facilitate the learning and
2001) asserts that “starting with the L1

teaching of the target language. Cook, ( . :
the learners’ lived experiences, allowing

provides a sense of security and validates : .
them to express themselves. The learner is then willing to experiment and take rlsk.s
with English. Actually, the learners of second language draw knowledge from their

MT as they discover the complexities of the new language they are learning.
It is thus evident that there is paucity of studies establishing the effect of the




MT on the performance of students in specific school it
from the work of Sumayah, (2002): Varvara, (2009); Paker an

respect of its timing, Iocatlon duratron and sample and samplm
other drscrepancres B e ko

Purpose of the Study

The following are the purpose of this study:

1 To investigate the dufference in the ‘performance of students ‘who were t
- English language- through:the medium of English and: the Mother: Tongue and
their ‘counterparts taught in- English without the Mother Tongue .

2 To examine the difference in the performance of male and fernale st(rdehts :
taug ht Englrsh through the medrum of English and the Mother Tongue '

Research Hypotheses

Ho¢: There is no significant dlfference in the performance of students who were
taught English through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue and
their counterparts taught English without the Mother Tongue: - - ;

le. and female,

Ho,. There is no significant difference in the performance: of ma
students who learnt English through the medium of Enghsh and the Mother
Tongue :

Methodesogy

uivalent control group desrgn which is one of the qua5|-
experE:ntgfgees?gns was adopted f?)r this study. The non-equivalent contr?‘! group
design is structured like the pre-test, post-test control group design. The di erencet .
is that the non-equivalent control group design does not involve random assngnen;en :
of subjects to groups. This means that, two existing-groups were pre—trcles : da
treatment was administered and post-tested. 118 students pamcrpated inthe s utry.‘
62 (52.5%) were in the experimental class while 56 (47. 5%) were in the corl\ 0
group. The participants came from 5 of the exrstm_g 20 Pub‘thecondary .Schoo T 12
Ogbomoso South Local Government. The experimental group was taught Englis
through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue whrle the control group were
‘taught English without the Mother Tongue. i
Three instruments were used for this study: a pre -test, post- test and teac mg
package The test items and teaching packages were prepared based ontthe (tjogﬁse
in the Senior Secondary School English. In order to establish the conten an| =
validity of the instrument, the split-half mefth8d7 _}Nas uEs.edI ;(; es%t;\n;att\e;, (t)hep ;2 tl:| ;t;tz :
e which stood at reliability value o in Engli
h;:)uotheses were tested using the Analysis of Co- variance (ANCOVA) at the 0 05
level of significance. The results are presented below: s




‘ ‘f"*‘CaIcuIate F

Corrected moge) _Squares

i 478172 a ‘ s atuenes
‘ Ntercept 219 s s 2390.8681110.293 0
Pretest <190.728 A 2190726, Aottt
Groups 4768.7’22 1 3677 g 72
Efror ; 423-23‘2‘ 1 4765684 216847~ @ o
T -892 115 ol
otal 79285 118, 7 21677

Corrected Total 7274 619, - . 117

. Squared = 657 (Adjusted R Squared 651) p lessthan 0.05

Table 2 shows that th .

€ calculated F-value is 219.847 1117y = (0 000
f}_?mputed _gt critical p-Value of 0.05. Since the calculated p—value (0.000) is Ies; o
an the critical p—value 0.05, hypothesis 1 is rejected. |

This implies that there is a significant difference in the performance between
students who learnt English through the medium of English and the Mothef Tongue
and their counterparts taught in English without the Mother Tongue.

Hypothesis 2:  There is no significant difference in the performance between
male and female students who learnt English through the medium of Enghsh

and the Mother Tongue.
Table 3: ANCOVA Analysis showing the Slgnlﬂcant Difference in the Performance
of Male and Female Students in English

da.

Type Il Sum of Mean Calculate F

Source Squares _ df Squares Value Sig -

Corrected model 73.070° 2 36.535 0.678 © 0510

Intercept 3154.113 1 3154.113 58.514 ~70.000

Pretest 28.904 1 28.904 0.536 0465

Gender 42.183 1 42.183 0.783 "~ 0.3788

Error 6198.904 115 53.904 g
Total ' 92889 118

Corrected Total 6271.975 117

a. R Squared = 012 (Adjusted R Squared =- 006)




Effect of the Mother Tongue on Stddents‘ Performance in Senior Séh'ool. o

Table 3 reveals that the calcﬁlated F value 0.783 (1'11 - Comon
4 , . ! -117) = (0.378) computed
at the cn_tlcal.p—,value of 0.05. Since the calculated p-value is greater than. %u’(t)s
hypothesis 3 is accepted. This implies that there is no significant effect of gender in
the performance of male and female students in English. 0
Discussribn of Findinés :

- The findings of the study showed that there is a significant difference in the
academic performance of students in the experimental group that are taught
English through the medium of English and-the: Mother Tongue. These performed

~ better in English, than their counterparts that are taught in- English without the
Mother Tongue. This result agrees with the findings. of Sumayah (2002). and
- Varvara (2009) who found significant difference in the performance of students in
English when they are taught through the medium of English and the Mother

Tongue. : 4
Furthermore, the findings of this study also indicated that gender has no

significant effect on the performance of students in English when the students are
taught in English and the Mother Tongue. This is similar to the findings of Drosatou

i v (2009) ‘who also found that no significant difference existed in the performance of
students in English when they were exposed to the same

ey T v, '

" male and female

- treatment.
Conciusion

1. It was therefore concluded that there was a significant difference in the
performance of students in English when they are taught through the medium
of English and the Mother Tongue as compared to their counterparts taught in
English without the Mother Tongue. This is in favour of the experimental group

taught through English and the Mother Tongue. : .
The finding showed that since the participarits in the experimental group were -
exposed to the same treatment there was no significant gender effect in the

performance of male and female students in English

Recommendations

Consequent upon the findings of this study, it is recommended that:

1. Teachers of English language can employ the use of learners’ MT to
the teaching and learning of English language. iy
Teachers should understand that there is no gender disparity, once the boys
and girls are exposed to the teaching of English through the complementary
- medium of the mother tongue, this would enable them to have a mental
translation * of the  concepts presented in English and ‘improve their

performance. '

facilitate . -

2.
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