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INTRODUCTION
The major SOUICES of poultry meat in
the Nigerian mnrkets are  chicken
broilers, spent laycis and  cockerels,
Broilers are specially made for meal
production DECHUSE they liave: sROTH
urn-over rate, hetter feed conyetsion
satin, rapid growth rais pnd obility 1o
. utilize faedsiulfs and by -products
which are regarded 08 wastes und ol na
autritonal  valus (o man The
performance of a broiler hitd 18
determined partly DY its genolyps and
environmental factors

partly by
(Boukwamp & al, 197 3; Edwart and
Denman, 1975) Evalualion ol Lhs

(e apimils 15 done

using various indices, st especially
the arowlh and qevelopmetl s sk
well as body conformationit trails.

Linear body part measurements hive
heritable basis and play 8 manjor rolein
{he subscpuent carcush yield ol on

animal (Falconer, 198%).
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Dody pans cucl a5 keel lenpth and
width, body lenell, cliank length e
of ont apotlier Dl

not independent
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- 'ieuliy-hnuitd ballery cages far

. gﬂmg The 'chickens were fed
gimnd:urd Brailer dier (NRC, 1934)
formulated to mest their nulrient

t'éq!.'lfl‘eml:t‘ll:s. Feed and waler were
oiven to the birds o libtunr. Necessary

medication and vaccination
Programimes WErs observed
accordingly. NMeasurement of

sndividual body waight 11 d other body
pors was donc gl wieeks 2, 4 and 0.

Body weight (BW) was m,.a_«ur..d in
pram of the initial sage with the aid of
Spout 11 electronic top lowder balance
(G00p) and 10-kg measunng scale
thereafter, while the bo dy parts Wwere
measured in ceniimetres with the ald of

tape rule and vernjer calhpers as
fallow:

e Body length (BL) .‘h“l-;;_l_w%:r*:u
with the aid .l' lape ule from
the pasal op ning with the neck
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the back to the Hp of the
pygostyle.
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. Hﬂd"—' f"U‘: (Bia):
henedth

by 1.1.|1]-:11 p o tape rulc
the wing and qround the region
of the breast
« Shank length (SL):
using 4 p.j r of yvoermier
e the distance from
pad Lo the hock joint.
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* Shunk dimeler (S1)) Do
“Mua? ieiaired un"lnzl, W pfif“:r
vermiereulipers ul e midde of
the teft shank of each bird,

* Thigh length (TLy: Taken with

the tse of wtupe role from the
Lip of the tarsus to the ball joint,

o Keel lengih (KL} Measured
from the crunl to the caudil
termainals of the keel bone using
wlape role.

s Wine lenpth (WL “Moedsured
with'Uieiid of wtape rule with
the swinz strewhed. and the
measarement taken [rom  the
humorotts-corhcoid junglion Lo
tipal the digil

Data callected wiere tnalyzed using
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“Table 2: Variance components and repentability estimates for growth traits in
Arbor Acre at different ages
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