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university is to encoura s
ge studies and research in all academic spheres of 1{fe with

ag on the immediate an .
d global community as a whole. This is being realised with the
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igious Studies, g1 B |

I Gombe State University. One of the main objectives of this journal is 10

purpose of emerging scholars within and outside the university system.
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), Zaria, for making this Journal a reality. | equally appreciate the contributions and sacrifice

Committee and the entife members of staff of the Department for their moral and financial

: ‘11 dition.

-composed of papers related to religion from various contributors. Different methods of
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d : Solomon Kehinde Olowooke

singular purpose of education is 10 P“’dltf“l‘"é:
| useful citizen. A useful citizen is both uselu *
himself and the society in which he lives an
generally, 1o the world community. _ S
Mfolr};‘ for programmes of education, lll:t
: Peace and Religious Studies Education (i
' instigate the desired socio-cultura
transformation in the society and produce the
Know-how that is needed 1o achieve material and
cultural progress, they have to be packaged with
certain things and the principal among them are
the right knowledge and the right attitude. It mus
however be noted that, education that fails 1o
instill in students the right attitude and equip
them with the proper training and expose them to
scientific facts and information creates an
acle to change rather than facilitate socio-
al transformation.

finition of Terms

has been identified as a term difficult to
ised on the existence of deferent
but in all its definitions, the belief in
and the existence of the supernatural
d) are inevitable. The term “religion” is
“of the Latin word “religio”. The
igio translated religion in English
ly connote reverence for God or
ndering of divine things.

ry defines religion as to belief
‘God or gods or the service
od or the supernatural.
olars submit that the
beyond belief in gods.
ent because it doesn't

re / Musa Siddig Abdull

lahi / Surajudeen Adewale Bagp, !

\\

-~

L 1t is a belief in a divine or 3 supf;rhum
power ofr powers 1o be ("b‘iycd a:n
worshiped as the creator and rylg; oo lh:
universe.

i.It is an expression of this belief jp cong
and ritual.

iii. It is any specific system of beljef. Worghj
conduct, etc, often mvolving 4 code 0}
ethics and a philosophy as the Chrisigy
religion, the Buddhistreligion etc,

iv. It is any system of beliefs, practices, ethica)
values, etc resembling, suggestive of, o
likened to such a system; as humanism is
his religion.

v.It is a state of mind or way of life expressing
love for and trust in God, and ones will andv‘
effort to act according to the will of God,
especially within a monastic order gr
community; as, he achieved religion. :

vi. It as any object of conscientious regard and
pursuit; as, cleanliness was religion to him.

vii. It is the practice of religious observane
rites. 3

viii. Itisareligious order or state; a monastery.

$ O
o

However, it can be rightly stated that rel
anorganized collection of beliefs, cultura
and world views that relate humanity to
of supernatural existence (God).

Peace Education

Peace is a state of tranquility, quiet ar
It is a state of being free from d
oppression, unpleasant thought em
In particular between different
education is defined as a proces.
value, knowledge and deve
skills and behaviours to live i
oneself, with others and

onment. According to
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Solon

ance of peace education, there
ited Nations declarations on it,
nee, Ban Ki Moon, the UN Secretary
}grm,\il- dedicated the International day of
Gener™ “5013 to peace [>ducation in an effort to
,\-,n;fl'l'\“ minds and financing on the
of peace education in order to

¢ |mp\‘|'1

cefo€

.,.‘;mlncm'\.' y <

are bout @ culture of peace. Koichiro
he past Director of UNESCO, wrote
jucation as being the “fundamental

.\1.11>uur.l. (
ol ;k\l(c.‘ ¢C
;m]mrum‘c_ 1O
( nited Nations.

(UNESCO,2013).

James (2009) in his submission suggests that
‘ cation should be taught TOWARDS
sencouraging @ commitment to peace as a
settled disposition and enhancing the
confidence of the individual as an agent of
as informing the individual on the
{ war and social injustice; as
informing the individual on the value of
peaceful. just social structures and working to
uphold or develop such social structures;
encouraging an individual to love the world and
imagine a peaceful future, caring for the
individual and encouraging them to care for

peace edu

peace:
consequence O

others.

Role of Peace and Religious Studies
Education on Social Transformation.

Social transformation, in other words is social
change which is described as the process by
which an individual attains social status for

themselves and thereby influence or cause
social change in their social system. Rt

L

Social transformation being an
negotiation, it requires that indi
their social positions v
transformation. It is ’
people have to embrs
with the cultural exp
classes of thej
"

Social trans

Jon Kehinde Olowookere / Musa Siddiq Abdullahi / Surajudeen Adewale Badru

the mission UNESCO and

live peacefully or in harmony with oneself, with
others, and with the natural environment.

Peace education as a flourishing academic
discipline is described by the renown Jouwrnal of
peace education as an active global social
movement “that can collectively unify, fuel and
inspire dialogue among scholars, researchers,
activists, educators, government leaders, and
the myriad of public peacemakers committed to
creating cultures of peace throughout the
world” (Lum 2013, 121). The role of peace
education is essential in social transformation
because it serves as a tool box for social change.
Peace Education plays a substantial role of
continuous decrease in violence and a
simultaneous increase in justice. Galtung
(1996) stated that peace functions as reduction
of violence of all kind; it is ngnviolent and
creative conflict transformation in nature..
Barash (2006) believes that, peace is in action
when all living beings feel as being at home.
UN secretary General Kofi Annan (2002)
submits that, peace is constant work on
creativity and that it means a lot more than the
absence of war. According to him. peace means
release from hunger, justice, and possessing
human rights, education and good governance.
He further elucidates that peace gives people an
opportunity to live adecent life.
h 1

Since the early decades of the 20" century,
peace education programmes around the world
have presented a spectrum of focal themes. such
as anti-nuclearism, international
inderstanding, environmental respo

mmu: skllls
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ere is no limitation 1o the role of peace
Jation in encouraging changes within a
within ourselves and in moving us
Is actualizing this social change. It is a
forall anti-social changes in every part

le of Religious Studics Education.

1 has been described as being a  tool
ce of development in most of the
~of the world. It has even come (0
& central place in both our

rtance of religion to human existence
ver emphasized since it is a way ol
on is of great significance in
g inter human relationships even
level. Religion has a particular
n of regulating the relationships
ng human beings in a given
it must be noted ‘that it
attitudes to fellow human
hings in general, particularly
the position of power or
amily, community and even in

cant role of religion in
in the establishment of
like the Church and
I refuge for the less

'S ‘ were birthed

sness and our academic discourse.

ng places like

bdullahi / Surajudeen Adewale Badr

hinde Olowookere / Musa Siddiq Abdullaln ]

existence and lots more, which play yji i
in determining social transformatiop i :Ie: |
given society. Th.cs'e values enrich mOI‘alinyll'
the welfare of individuals and of the sggje ty,, |
large. They also build relationships bet\véenu ;

people and between societies aroung the
world. .

Conclusion.

In conclusion, no society can experience socia|
transformation in the absence of Peace i
Religious Studies Education based on thej,
natures of regulating and harmonizing hymgn
life. Social transformation being the processof
large scale change for an environment where
shift occur in the consciousness in attitude ang’
value of a community or society ¢an occurasz
result of peaceful co-existence and mora)
standard exhibited by the society which Peace.

[}

and Religious Studies Education :;mhanced. lia
: |
As far as social transformation |s concerned,
peace and religious studies education remain|
the core tools for non violent| society and|
sustainable social development. Peace and
religious education bring stability and
constitute the pivot of social transformationin
any nation because they advocate/teach about
human right, social justice and social
responsibility. Durkheim (1964) opines tha
religion like any other social institutionsa
the same way as one of the vital body orgar
thatit keeps society alive. In other words,
a number of functional and dysfur
functions that serve the purpose of maint
social stability and harmony. For
through the act of collective wi
form of religious practices, religion
and unite individuals together. It ac
glqe that promotes value consensu
solidarity. Peace and Religiou:
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