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THE MORAL PRECEPTS OF CHINESE
CONFUCIANISM AND THEIR RELEVANCE TO THE
NIGERIAN SOCIETY

Lemuel Ekedegwa Odeft
and
Sam O. Aghalino

Department of History & International Studies. University of Horin. Horin

lemucloderyahoo com:aghalinosamuelfeyahoo.com

Abstract

This paper explores the influence of Chinese Confucianisme on the
Nigerian society Confucianism is «a Chinese ethical and - philosophical
svsten developed from the teachings of the Chinese philosopher Confucius
(351478 B.Cy T i oa complex system of moral. social. - political.
phitosophical and quasi-religions thought that influenced the culture and
listory of Easi Asia. li emphasized the fact that human beings are teachable,
improvable and perfectible through self cultivation and self creation. Indeed.
the main idea of Confucianism is the cultivation of virtue and development of
moral perfection. The extent 1o which this moral aspect of the Chinese
Confucianism has influenced the Nigerian society over the years is the meain
thirst of this paper.

Keywords: Morality: Confuctanism: Socicty:Development.

Introduction;

Foday. China is one of the fastest growing cconomices in the globe.
ile Republic of China is one ol the Asian countries. Thus, the Republic of
China ean be teund inthe Bast Asiac It has a total land area ol 90 371,
TH0square Kitomerers. with the world largest population, about 1 3billion
scople (Alamu, Loy,

Ching has used its size 1o great advantage. The People™s Republic of
China commioniy known as China is the most populous state m- the world
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with over 1.3bitlion people and about the third iargest country. It is governed
by the communist pam of China under a wingle party svstein and exercises
jurisdiction over 22 provinces, tive autonomous. Tour directly administore.
municipalities (Betjing. Tianjin. Shangai and len;wnﬂ and two highhy
autonomous special administrative regions - Hon«) Kong and Macau, its
capital city is Beijing. Interestingly. the history of China has seen several
epoch making developments. The history varied from politics to refigion.
While politics ushered in the era of ideolozical annexation that cat: ipulted
China o the present economic growth. Rehigaon alse has tremendousiv
helped to shape and focus the way and manner of the average Chinese iman
on the strect. Religiously, China has f{ive main religions viz: Taoisn
Confucianism, Buddhism, Christianity and fslam. Before these religions
became entrenched in China. China was characterized by great socio-
political unrest. lhc mighty Chou dynasty (1122-256 BCIE) had degencrated
mto a system of loosely — bound feudal states that were engaged 1
wmmumus and 1nterminable warfare, much to the peril of the common
people”. Occasioned by this tumultuous situation, “hundred schools™
contended in China, and subscquent two schools of Lao Tzu - the old master
who formed Taoism and Kung-Fu Tzu - Confucius (Confucianism as
Latinized) gained prominence in China. (Alamu. 2005) Thus, Lao Trzu
adopted mystical approach of inactivity, while Confucius adopted pragmatic
approach in order to restore peace to the Chinese society. (Alamu, 20( 05)

Lao Tzu, the founder of Taoism adopted incptitude, camouflage and
restore to nature as his approach to people in China of his davs. However.
Confucius (551-479 BCE) was a moral philosopher and a contemporary
Buddha (560BC) and lived when the social conduct of Chinese officials werc
greatly corrupt. In the light of the 101@3011]U Confucius pmlulaud the way
of the leader™ or “the rectification of names”, which is also called *1i” and the
(Jen) “perfect” gentlemen. By “the way 0{' the leader” ('on[mius meant
ability and the will to control situation coupled with the understanding of the
implication  of the name of the leader 10 get things  accomplished
appropriately (Obi, 1987).

Obi expatiates the meaning of the “the way of the leader™ o
rectification of names thus:

It Lies in the rectification of names when the leader is truly a leader

the minister truly minister. the teacher truly teaches. the fathes

father the son, son, the student, student. then-only-then shall

society. be restored (Obi. 1987).
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Iedhcaineh . eoch wame - policeman. soldier. priest, president.
law s er Gaidor, serant eie contains moral mphications which constitute lh&‘\
casenee of hat class of profession o which the name applies. The Lyseiie Kw%
the deader perhaps s whae the teader truly ought 1o be or the way of the
leader. Tn @i wodiy, Conticianisim by virtue of its pragmatic approach to
e socieiy has suppi‘;na!c&\! e 1deats of Taoism. Theodore and James nave
wroned that Confucianism and its ideal essence of the way of the leader !\zm:‘
g'mlﬂis‘in and taid an ethical basis Tor political. socio-eccononiie culture ot
modern-dav China fTheodore & James, TO860) . .

With these Contucion cthieal ideals. Buddhism. Christianity. and
Bslam bocame  missionary religion complements. Song Ninning buttress

further tat;

Within China an effort is emerging to promote some ol the privciples
from this Conrucian order as a collectivist, harmonious alternative to
the copdieteal individualisin of most western international relations
tinkuie, (Ninnng, 2000

Chinese Rehigion and the Outside World . A

In essence. the encounter with the West as a result of religious zeal's
and doctrines destroyed the Sino centric international society and required
China for the first time in its history to come to terms with alicn ‘zmd
externally mmposed international order of 1'ciigion.~(fhina was pushgd from
beine an empire to beine a state and from constituting the core to bcn\}g' part
of the periphery Christianity with European culture, \\ca!fcncd the Chinese
standard of civilization, and facilitated China integration. (Gong. 1984)

Byv the carly 1900°s Britain and other BEuropean countries had
cstablished zones within China that were under their Taws, rather than
Chinese laws. Briush control was also set up over Hong Kong and China wis
forced 10 open ier market for trade. Japan also established its control over
the rsland 0’5‘ Caiwan, Daring the period of the Nationalist Governmient undar
Chiane Nai Shek. Chia entered o the provinee of internationad relations,
as an ally of the West. especially the United States oft America. {Okpali

Granted the fact that China was trying to regain power b
andertaking  deeper modernizing reforms 10 outwit the West Iiuxj(?pc;m
cubinre as couched in Christianity became a contending force to qualify tor
entry. Thoveh, these forces reflected a mix of cultural arrogance lm\;m-l.s
ather cultures comparable to similar Islamo-Centric and Sinw('cn‘lnc
attitudes ard the vecessities ot interaction among equals. which required
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interiational society was strongly driven by domestic reactions againe’ (.
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extreme radicalism of the Cultural Revolution years during the mid-to-late
1960°s which not only improvised the country. but also exposed it 1o serious
security threats (Keene, 2002

This evolution underpins the last period that goes from 19705

especially the late 1970, to the present. Here. it must be mentioned that

reform and opening up™ philosophy was adopted with China’s internal
reforms driving a transportation in its relationship with international society
based on the Confucian ideals.

“Reform and Opening up”™ remains the dominant idea in Chinese
politics. In a sense, China picked up its pre-1949 project of integrating itself’
with international community on the basis of domestic reforms. But the
paraliel s not exact as Confucian ethies has been the hasis for cntering into
public olfice, tax school. politics and economics. In the post 1970s phasc.
China has been operating frons s Confucian pesition so that internal reforms
Bow drive changes i exterie! policy ratier than bemg driven mainiy by
external pressure as carlicr. The economic and  political  routes into
international community have also become more open than they were betore
decolonization (Gramwall. 2009).

Chris Bramadl sonanaries terseh the historical developmental
periods of China o represent conitoversial and uncontroversial climactoric.

marking as it does the close of the Maoist-era{ Bramall, 200 19) According 1o
him. carly Maoism (1949-63) {ate Maoism (E‘i(»i—'?b’); Market socialism
(1978-96) and Chinese capitalism (1996-20085 in all truth, however are
based on palicy chiunoes oceasioned and snmluml ted from 1972-1978.
which remained Modest (Bramall. 2009) Sine-Arerican trade arevy slov iy,
and economic policy under Hun Guogeng from 1976-1978 was little different
from that which preceded it There are certainly important continuities across
the 1978 divide. not least in respect of the process of rural industrialization,
By late 19705 orthiodox chronology had already stuck to the Socialise
Education Movement. This movement ultimately evolved into the Cultural
Resolntion. and it marked o watershied in Maoist thinking. This is beeanse i

sienaded the  basdonment of the Leninist orthodoxy I favour of &

1
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FI]C late “19705 as steadily adapting to internationa community  and
meorporating with it, playing the dipiomatic apprentice rather than tfm;
revolutionary in inter governmental organization from 1971 on, and mainly
engaging economically.(Yongjin, | 998) |

'Critically speaking, China in 1980 settied domestic affairs enough ‘o
allow it o engage politically with international community on a .nxn
rgvofulnoxllst platform. However, China was PUIsSUInG a moving (areel :/md‘ n
dfmgcrroi‘ becoming alienated again as poSt modern (f;‘\’¢l<;i'¥l)1c€;1€\- at fﬁ»c
global ievel such as human rights and good governance that ;:r::atc;i z nﬁv
standard of civilization putting pressure on its quite specessiyl :1(!nptimx‘;«&’
Westphalia standards and mstitutions. Just as i the firs! turg .oi' C i’nlmii
encounter with Western International conumunity. Ching did not accé;‘s! thg
need to westernize itself completely, but sought o find <table and workabie
blend of modermizing reforms and Chinese ‘.'\l‘:,;gr;lclcrixléc;,. (ot 2()().f,.“li ft z":

(1&;”"“.” PPYSs eI T ot
shlE Gid unconiested o establish that there was an impressively quick
. 1 " A e ° Q M R - + : N : H ' . ‘
;1\1,11. from Mao’s policy of revolutionary rise. deeply antagonistic to the
‘estern-doming 1atus ¢ o nobicy of e o it "
dominated status quo to Deng’s policy of peaceful rise within the
status quo.

Similarities between Nigeria and China
N Firstly, China is a multi-cultural country like Nigeria. It is believed that
China has a population of abou L.3billion people. while Niceria is estimated
to hz“x\,’c‘ a population of 140million people; both C(,NUHHTI.CS have a high
propensity of ethnic violence. China like Nigeria attained her mdcpcmicn:f;
on 1" October, 1949, while Nigeria on her part attained mdependence on il\'
October, 1960, 1n Jaly 2009, both countries witnessed serious K‘Cli"iﬂ)t;‘; 1I0ts
and voth have a high propensity of religious intolerance. Sccnndlbv N>i<’a(,‘ri"‘
:md.(fhina are trading partners, although, there are a high numi;er '\;t?(]ll{ncsz
bgn.sjlncss people in Nigeria the same cannot be said of T\jrigc ta businessmen \m
China. Remarkably, the Sino-Nigeria trades secm to benefit the Chinese
more than the Nigerians, which is to say that there are more Chinese products
in Nigeria than Nigerian products in China. -’ ‘
Religion, morals and the Society

The Chinese unlike Nigeria has used her religion uemendously to
s?lapc their society and it has virtuallybecome their mZ)ral code of cm&duc!
The act Qf corruption is so repugent to the Chinese society that they have 1hc'
Hara-kiri which is also most akin to the Sharia practice in Northern Nigeria
whére the amputation of arms and fimbs are advocated for crimes il;c th(c
society. The Hara-kiri is another pragmatic approach of the Chinese and has
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actually acted as a cheek and balance on the Chinese society. The argument
here theretore is that the Nigerian state that has so much in common with the
Chinese needs a very pragmatic ideology the fike of Confucianism to shape
the society for today the greatest impediment (o Nigeria's growth potentials
has been linked to corruption and other socictal vices like prostitution. armed
robbery., human traftficking amongst many other moral decades.
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