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ADpstract

The paper mvestigared the determinants of secondaiy
,Jer)‘ormanw as perceived by secondary schiool teaciiers in Horn itest Local Governmieni
Ayvara State. Nigeriu. The z:;fﬁ’rences i the responaehis’ expiession on the Fases of age.
gender school ype were aiso excanined. A rotal 6 200 teacherswere selected using siratified
and simple random sampling techinigues. Data swus coliecied from the respawicieints witl the
use of a Researcher-designed instriment enititied " Determinians of Student’s Academic
Performance Guestionnaie (DSAP Q). The vaiidine of the instrument was done by ?xpe;'fs
aitd the refiapility of ihe insfrumeni was asceriained using resi re-izsireliabilin erliod with
- value of 0.89.The fivporheses generaied weie quaivied using the [-1esi stelisiics and
Analvsis of variants (ANOVA; ar (L.05 aipha level Reswii shaowed 1hai ihe major
deteriminants of acadentic perjormance are lack of avaitable rescurce materials ”f?:{fe'mg'
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Tducation is vaiuagle and worthwhile for atl individuais u—-'t}ridwéde. in this wise. educauion
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11 the modern world. education piays an imporiant roie tn the suc esbhllness of mdividuals
CAmusan. 20063, in the formal education. academic achicvement 15 the maimn measure of the
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evet of educational aitainment and mastery of the curriculum objectives. In essence. high
wcademic performance differentiates between students and predicts success in {uture
endeavours. Academic performance refers to the academic status of students. The academaic
cerformance of students shows the degree of understanding and success m learning
aciivities. In the opinion of Aluko (2004). academic performance is the levelof achievement
of students in their academic activities whether poor or good. it i1s the level of their
responsiveness to what thev are being taught in the school. Academic performance
according 10 Adewnja (2003), gives epportunity to the learner in every learning situation {o
appraise or verifv his stand or his achievement in tasks given to him. Osifeso (2605
submitted that good academic performance is based on a desired acadenmuc standard.
According to Osifeso, poor academic performance refers to the performance that falis
below a desired standard. The academic performance of students also reveals how effective
the school is contributing its quota to National development. whether the school s
producing competeni individuals who will be able to contribute te national development.

Poor academic performance of secondary school students has been on the tnerease 1 both
internal and external examination. Akinbove (2003) defined poor academic performance of
a studeni as one in which he fails to attain a set of performance in a given set of evaluation
exercise such as test, examination or series of continuous assessment. Usually, this standard
is based on a2 number of stipulated objectives and other school activities. A student who
scares less or below the standard is regarded as having low academic performance in school,
Educators are keen about knowing the factors that determines the academic performance of
secondary school students {Hassan. 2001).

Several factors have been advanced to affect studenis' academic performance. Oloyede
(2008) and Demide (2000) reported that such factors include student factors, teacher
factors. societal facter. governmental infrastructural problem. language preobiem, and
instructional strategies. Oriafo (2002) argued that the science, technology and mathematics
education i Nigerta are grossiy characterized by inadequacy of content and meffective
methodology by teachers. paucity of facilities. equipment and materials in laboratories, as
well as dominated socio-cultural lapses. Other reasons also include overloaded curricutum
and meffective teaching strategies (Demide, 2000). According to Falivi (2010), the factors
attecting academic performance are (i) school factors which is sub-drvided into teacher’s
quaiity and etffectiveness, physical facilities, motivation. incentive motivation, level of
discipline and moral standards in schools, time tabling and management of class size: (n)
family factor which include parental care. pattern of child rearing and techniques of home
discipiine. socio-economic status of the family and nature of home and position of the child
i the famuly: (111} The child's personal factor which 1s: The study habits, the child's attitude
to work, the child's emotion. retention. interest and readiness/maturation; and (1v) social
tactor which inciude peer group influence, environment and exposure to social media.

Students are the most esseatial asser of any educational nstitute. The social and economic
development of the counirv s directly linked with the students’ academic achievement. The
students’ achievement plavs an important role in producing the best quality graduates who
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Methodology

Descriptive survey research was considered most appropriate for the study because the target
poputation for this studv consisted of all secondary scheols students in Kwara State. In
seiecting the respondents. one local government was used for the study {llorin west local
government}. four secondary schools were randomly selected from the local covernment
area. The sampling population was done through stratified random sampling lechmqm:: {0

clect fitty teachers in each of the {our schools selected for the studyv to make a total of 200
meJ‘jiIdLntS.

The mamn mstrument that was used for the study is a Researcher-designed questionnaire

tagged “Determinants of Secondary Schm‘ai Studenis' Academic Performance Questionnaire
’D‘SSSAP ). the questionnatre consists of twoe sections: section A consists of three iems on
he respondents’ demographic data such as aze. gender and school tvne. Section B consists oi
20 items of the determinants of students’ academic wfemmnc:-:- e responses were
zzﬂhtoned after the like type rating scale of Strongly Agree —SA- 4 points, Agree { A} 3 Poinis.

-

;Z* D‘ 2 points and :ms:mﬂh L)zs'if*rec{ “‘; E g} int. e corresponding itenis were

‘he 'f}enamnem of {_fuunsellm EJLiC&UGﬁ in L—im-f:mtw of tlerin. The content vaiidity of the
asirgment was zmabi 13hyed Hrauﬁ } veting bﬂ *“; e exXperis imn the Dcaartmem of Counselior

uULd{‘Oﬂ. Universtiv of Horn. in orderto esia h the ;ewaeum of the instru neni. ihe fesi-
ce-lest metnod was ddu}ptec.

-

I he researcher t’iminisi red the samie instrument on the same aroup of students at the intervai
o1 four weeks. The nwo sets of scores were correlaied using Pearson's Product Moment
_orrelation Lo-ﬂrﬁuem rormular. A correlation coefficient of 8.839 was obtained and fthis was
considerea an appropriate reliability measure for an instrument of this nature. T he researcher
with the help of two research assistanis administered the guestionnaire to the secondary
school students. Frequency count and sercentace which are descriptive statistics were used to
complete tne demiographic data of *he respondents. While the studenis t-test statistics was

ased o test the thr....e generaied hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.

Results
Aesearch Question | H i are the deterniinaints (_3)“5133{{@33{5",»'icadfmi.-:: Performance s

Percenved by Secondary School Teachers i Horin jlest
Local Government. Kyvara State”?
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Tabice 1: Mean Steres and Kanh order of Determinants ol Academice Performance as Perceived by
Teachers in Horin West L€
SN ftem N in my opinien, the foliowing are determinants of aeademic  Mean Rank
periormance of studenis:

i i lack of watenal resources S .
N poor stud habis I
R > ~ poorknowiedze of nglish § ansuane 226 3 :
< b complexsy o Couse matsiiais RIS 3 £
S = axposure 16 socal medn I3 < 3
(s 2 teacher s pegative attitude 0 work 3 2 0o i
K i -4 tsuiIon sChotl counseliors R g '
g B poot communaton skilis o feachers > 17 8§
Y b2 tack of morai tmimning a8 homg 3% G :*
fu) . over popuiated classrooms > b G 3
i by poeor schooi climate or feaming entironmmeni i3 3
il 16 tneticcrive weaching material s a7 Sl -=.~*e
R i) lack of inamed wachers RN 3 %
{ -4 5 noor schood policy and practice 341} R !
I3 4 unrealisc curncusm contents Z.Ut 1S ;E
10 i students” poor amitude o schooling 208 16 g
V7 iy imadeguaie teaching naiernab e compuiers texibooks el 283 17 "f
L3 3 fack of monvason tor eachers 293 Eg i
LG 3 frequent changes of escirers i schoods 2BY |y ”é
2Q 3 ynsupporiive aftitude of Government 207 ~t g
Table 1 showed the respondents’ view as regards Heterminanis of academic performance of %
students. Since all the items have mean scores above 2.50, which is the cut-off for the four &

point likert score used the instrument. The result indicates that ali the factors contained in
the instrument determine academic performance of secondary schooi students. However., &
the highest factor 1s'lack of material resources’.

Hvpotheses festing

This section presents the results on the three null hypotheses that were generated and tested
using the t-test and analysis of variance (ANOVA) statistics.

Hvpothesis i: There iy no significant difference m the determinanis ¢f secondary schoo:
students' academic performance as perceived by reachers in florin est L.G. A on the basis
af age.

Table 2: ANOVY A of Respondents on the Basis of Age

Source Sum of squares 11} ‘iean squares Cal Foratio Crit F-ratio
Between  792.363 ‘ :3 396183 1.73 3,00
RIOTHAL
Within 43010.539( §97 228479
ZIOUDS

total 45802.755 199

TrI—y— —

—

i
{

Tahle 2 showed a calculated F-ratio of 1.73 and critcal F-ratio of 3.00. Since the calculated




i-ratio is less than the critical F-ratio at 0.03 alpha level. there is no
significant diifference in the respondents’ perception of
determinants of secondary school students’ academic performance
as perceived by teachers in llorin West L.G.A on the basis of age.
The null hvpothesis is therefore not rejected.

Hypothesis2:  There is no significant difference in the determinanis of secondary schoo!
students’ academic performance as perceived by ieachers in Horin
Hest L.G. A on the basis of gender:

Table 3 Mean Standard Deviation and t-vakies on DPeterminants of student’'s Academic
Performance as Perceived by Teachers in Horin YWest LL.G.A on the Basis of Gender

Gender N Miean of SB Calcuiated  Critieal §-

— - — e ft-value value
Aale 7 6187 198 8.761 1.00 .96
Female 126 62.35 11.677

i . el

-

Table 3 indicated a calculated t-value of 1.00 and a critical t-value of 1.96. Since th
calculaled i-value 1s less than the critical t-value at 0.05 level of significance, the nu
hypothesis is therefore not rejected. This means that there is no significant difference in the

determinants of students' academic performance perceived by teachers in llorin West L.G.A
on ihe pasis of gender.

o
L
1
ii

Hypothesis3:  There is no sieuificant differerice in the determinanis of secondary schooi

studenis' academic performance as perceived by reachers in Horin iest L.G. 4 on the basis of
schoo! rvpe.

fable 4 Mean Standard Deviation and t-value of Respondents on the Basis of Schoo! Type.

. -

L I — —

-

Schioel Tyne X hiean SD af Calcuiated &  Critical -
L . - vaiue value

Privaie 100 o144 10.78% 198 G.6¢ 1.56

Pabhc 100 024G 10648 ]

‘taoie 4 showed that the calcuiated i-vaiue of 0.69 is less than the critical t-value of 1.96.
Theretore, hypothesis three which states that there is no significant difference in the
aeterminants of secondary school siudents’ academic performance as percetved by teachers
in Horin West L..(G. A on the basis of school type, is noi rejected.

Jscussion of Fingings

The study mvestigated the determinants of secondary school students' academic
performance as perceived by teachers in West .G A, Kwara State. The study indicates the
major aetermimants of academic performance as lack of material resources, poor study habits
and complexity of course materials. This is in line with the submission of Amisi (2007). who
opined that resources available to teach students in schools play an active rele in determining
stugents’ academic performance. Also. the findings 1s in hine with that of Wint (2003) who
founa that one of the most important factors which determines students' academic

periormarnce s students’ competence in English. A possible reason for this finding could be
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Hyvpothesis two was tested with t-test. The resuli showed thai there was no sjenifican
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sucvess in future attempts. %
i Ivpoihesis three which stated there was no significant difference in the determinants of ¥
secondary schou: studemts’ academic performance as perceived by tcachers iﬁ Horin West =
i..G.A on the basis ot school type was tested with t-test. The result showed no sienificant ‘
ditierence. This implies that whether the teachers work 1n a private nor government school,
does not intluence therr perception. This s ia support of the findings of F a.lu_n (2010w hich '“
revealed that tvpe of school in which a teacher warks, does not atfect their perceptions on the

determinants of secondarv school students’ academic p-erfb"mancc* iven though it has been

established that there is the hikely hood that the envircnment in which an wdividuai 15 may

aifect his perception of issues. it is therefore surprising, that school type does not influence
teachers’ porception of the determinanis of secondary school students’ academic
performance. This could be as a result of poor academic performance of secondary school
students which has recently been on the increase in both private and governiment owned
schools.

T onclusion
The major determinants of academic performance of secondary school studenis are lack of

matertiai resources, poor study hhbus- complexity of course matertals and poor
communication skills by tcachers amoeng many others. There was no significant ditference in

the determinants of secondary school students' academic performance as percenved by
teachers i Hormn West L.G. A onthe bases of age, gender and schiooi ivpe.

Recommendaiwons
Based on the findings of the stud}r- the foliowing recommendations were drawn:

1. School Administrators should providz adeguate and sulficient imateriai resources on
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reguar basis. to meet the needs of individual students. This in no doubt will improve
the academic performance of secondan school students in the Nigarian society,
Counsellors should help students to cuftivate good study and reading habus. Smnce
without a good study habit. students can achieve hittie or nothing academically on
theirown.

{ J

Lsd

Parents should assist students 1o improve thewr proficiency mn bnghsh Language
because most of the questions for continuous assessment and examinations are set
English Language except in few subjects. Parents could emplov nome iesson
teachers {o augment the paucitv of trained teachers in schools.

Government snould ensure that teachers are well trained and qualified teachers are
recrutted in schools. Empleyment of untrained teachers will compietely jeopardize
the standard of education which could be more costly to resuscitate than adequatety
tramning teachers.

Students are fond fb' ming other

4
ti.--'b
»

s for their fatlure. Students on thetr owna should
oais for themsehves and sirtve to accompiish those
v 10 bear the !‘ESpm!SlbilitiES of therr academic

!
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E
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ais¢ learn to set ac
goais. They shonld be rea
nerformance.
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