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SHAYKH ADAM'S ‘ATTRIBUTIVE Napg
ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPACT OF SHAYK
o:"uuaums DEVELOPMENT AMONG YORUBA-MUSLIM SCHOLARS IN Nigg,

Abubakre, Samiat Olibunmi O. (Mrs)

Abstract Y s Bt

. is study is to assess the creative effect of the attributive name “al-Tlori in Shayyy,

Xgir?\u;p gz:sgf]::l"z;xcyon the evolution of naming_style_amonghYprul;i-tl\;llfli::;nnScl}olars in
Nigeria with focus on Kwara State. The study further mvesflgates kt e l;np ct of the ;mmz; St}_/le
on the lexicon of Yorubd language. Most of Shaylfh Adam’s works z;nArreb. | studies on hipy
were in Arabic language and as a result, translations by scholars of Ara lcfle]ngl'lage and org]
interview with some lecturers in the Arabic Depar?mcflt of the Umvcrsnty_o qnn were.us'ed_
Surveys and analysis of Yorubd Muslim names in' Nigeria were employed\ W’llh a view to Pointing
out that Shaykh Adam'’s naming style is becoming a tren'd among Yorl'lba-Mu:c,hm Scholars_m
Nigeria. The paper compares the meaning of nisbah as attributive name, in Arabic language with

the definitions of the existing types of personal names. The paper concludes that personal name js

a unique identity that everybody must guide in order to become a point of good reference like
Shaykh Adam Abdullahi Al-llori. There is the need to extend the existing list of the types of
personal names to include the personal name that this paper examined.

Introduction

Language is the chief means by which human being communicate'. It is elastic,

generative and re-creative in the sense that the meaning of the existing words in a
language is capable of extension. These linguistic characteristics are enhanced through
morphological processes that languages employ to create new words from existing ones.
Many previous studies have shown how Arabic language has enriched YorubaZ None, to
the best of our knowledge shows that name formation in Arabic called nisbak can also be
usefi tq enrich Yorubi language except that Muslims In this paper, the impact of the
attnbu.uve name, ‘Al-llori’ in the personal name of Shaykh Adam Abdullahi on the
::r:rolu_tnon of naming style among Yoruba — Muslim Scholars in Nigeria is examined. The

caning of nisbah as attributive name, in Arabic language is juxtaposed with the

definitions of types of pe ' '
it o © bep extcn;c)k:;lsonal names in the English language. It was observed that the

to cater for this upj -Muslim
Scholars are using to be : : fique name that many Yoruba-Musli
the use of the nag ef up their haming styles. One of the findings of the study is that

min i |
values, because th, g style by the Yoruba-Muslim Scholars has a lot of communicative
! € through the names, we can identjf

ideological leanings, The Present paper fi e ianily fineae apd mlipio
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Anthroponymy, according tq Fornalczyk3 %
ings and it encompasses persopg) Names g
b;l C).c[opcdl'a talks about persona] hame

: nd groy names of ,,
"Practically everyone g;

; e World p,,
Nce the beginn:

a name (...) almost g Names havi nr:::gﬁizf history hag had

bestowed a name With a defipi, 8S. Early

1S a
. O Symbolic and j i the
choice of the names b - -
and many parts of the world. Y non-Arab Muslims in Nigeria
Personal names in some c

Wikipedia categorizes personal names into human personal names and non-
uman personal names. Wikipedia defines human personal name in the following way:
"A personal name is the proper name identifying individual
person, and usually comprises a given name bestowed at
birth or at a young age. It is nearly universal for a human to
have a name; the rare .exceptions occur in the cases of

mentally disturbed parents, or feral children growing up in
isolation." .

Based on Wikipedia, some humans give individual non-human - animals a.nd
Plants names, usually of endearment. For instance, the names of pets and s.ponmg
animals are often the same as human names. Nevertheless, this can be o_ffenswedarll‘
disrespectful to the person of the same name in some cultures such as the Chinese af\hth _e;
ian cultures, In Arab culture however, a person can be called in association wit anls
Special pet to which he is endeared as we have in Abu Hurayrah, which literary meved’
‘the father of cat’. This is neither offensive nor deroga%ory but culturally apn?:t)imeé
Among Yoruba jn the Southwestern Nigeria, animals receive names that are so
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» world view or culture. For instance, c?lf. goats and dogs thy Wl
refjpative of OOV animals are called <Suuru’; ‘Orelope’, ‘Olohuntoowo’ anqg ok

usually used as domestic et
times {hcsc animals respond when called by such na

iti es of Personal Names -
Definitions of typ of this study, the researcher attempts to Juxtapose

der to delimit the object ¢ ’ '
the dcﬁlnnitioc:n of the different types of persopal name in tl}i 'lls;l bc?}ow With the
communicative value of Shaykh Adam’s attributive name, - Hlort’.  Camphyy

classifies and defines personal names as follovis: oy
Number |Type of Personal Name Definition

- . L ——
A given name 1s aname that is assumed by a

1 Given name :
person at or after birth. As opposed to a family
name, it is generally not inherited.

2 First name In Europe and North America, where the given
name precedes the family name, given names are

Or Christian name called first names or forenames.
3 Praenomen The praenomen (plural praenomina) was the

ancient Roman given name. With a nomen and
a cognomen it formed a complete Roman name.
In Roman documents the praenomen was often
abbreviated to one or two letters.

¢ Middle name In the English-speaking world, the middle name
Is a secondary given name. When the full name is
presented, it is placed between the first name and
the surname. People can have more than one
mldd.le name, though it is unusual to have none.

Many people include their middle name as
an initial in theirusual name, for example George

W. Bush. Others prefer their middle name and use
It instead of their first name.

——
——

Family na
me or |ast name s
Or surname Itis a name Passed from one generation to the

Il:?s(tt) In Mmany cultures a woman adopts her
and’s family name whep they are married.

e it
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_—TNomen IThe nomen (glom ————__
5 men (plural noming) w ——
(that _IS clan's) e ;: 3lShIhc Roman gens's!
name it was pFCCe ded b\v c \W’.ca\ Romap\

followed by the cOgnomen the pracnomen anci

omen

7 Cogn 'llilhe cognomen (plural cognomina) was one of th
| ree parts of the typical Roman g i
| followed the praenomen andnomen 0::1me h

cognomina were nicknames, but by- the t?n{:“gf
the Roman Empire they were inherited from
fa.ther to son. Thus the cognomen in combination
with the nomen functioned as asumame,

breaking families into smaller groups than just the
nomen alone.

18 Nickname A nickname is a substitute for a person's

real name. It may be used because it is more
familiar, more descriptive, or shorter than the realtj
name. For example, Sue is the nickname 0
Susan.

9 Agnomen The agnomen (plural agnomina) formed m
additional part of some Roman names, usuan).
following  the cognomen. Usually they
were nicknames acquired at some point du@g
the lifetime, but, rarely, some agnommd were
inherited.

meis @ $
10 A pet name O on
F anilnG affectionate form. Often they are

friends and relatives.

I iy
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AT e P SR 1 1 b NPT T 2 A

H o 4 e s . ‘ « I'hege » —.\
I Diminutive It is the same as a pet name. They can be fory,

through various methods in different lanpy,
| Two of most typical ways in Englisy, an;
presented here: a) are those that areshon forms of
the original name, very often from the f

syllable or sound of the name s,
example, Alex is fromAlexander; b) they cap,
obtained by adding a suffix, to the origing

or short form of a name. In English, the “yl-ie |
suffix make diminutives such |
as, Debbie, Charlie, Johnny, and Abby.

For

T —

- o ——
12 Byname A byname is a secondary name used to furthe
identify a person. They were often nicknames (for
example Erik the Red) or patronyms (for example
John, son of William). Bynames can pe
considered sumames when they are inherited
from one generation to the next.

13 Generation name The  generation name is wused by
some Chinese and Koreanfamilies. It is
aname given to all newboms of the same
generation of an extended family.

14 Patronym A patronym (or patronymic) is a name derived
from the name of the father or another patemal
ancestor. Some surnamesare patronymic in origin,
like Peterson = "Peter’s son". Some cultures, such
as Iceland, use uninherited patronyms instead of

et s oo s

surnames.
15 Matronym A matronym (also matronymic) is a name derived
from the name of the mother or another matemal
T() =0 ancestor. ——”——-,th;
Filiation A filiation attached to a name describes

bearer's paternal descent. The complete Rom"
name sometimes had a filiation.

e ———ee—— S I

__/

Table 1: Types of Personal names

Ad : ;
(Adapted from htlp./lwww.bchmdthename.conﬁglossarylview/namc)

Itis i
Moteover, Su:glgg:cam t? s‘tress’tl}at not all types of personal names exist in all.l’anguase‘
Pt “nisbah’ in Arabjc language is used to derive ‘Al-llori
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prefix ‘Al-’ + ‘llorin’. It should be noted that unlike other previous Arabic loanwords ;

Yorubd language, the creation of ‘Al-Ilori” is unique in many respects. The m;‘ljn
observation in this paper is that the addition of ‘al-llori’ to Shaykh Adam’s name shon:
that the existing classification below does not cater for the inclusion of this unique ——
which is already generating more of its kind. Hence, it is proposed that a type called
‘attributive name’ should be added to the list to allow the inclusion of the name and the
subsequent derivations following the pattern such as ‘Al-Fulani’, ‘Al-Gamawi’, *Al-
Busayri’, Al-Adabi’, ‘Al-Iseyiwiyyah’, ‘Al-Ilesa’, etc. in view of the fact that the name

has helped to enrich naming system among Yoruba Muslim Scholars. This is discussed in
a later section.

Short Biography of Shaykh Adam Al- Ilori

Sheikh Adam ‘al-Ilori’ is an erudite scholar who liberates the leamning of Arabic
language and Islamic Studies from the shackles of complex traditional system and
encourages its propagation and development’. He states further while quoting Olagtnjq,
that:

He is an erudite energetic Scholar who does not only liberate
the teaching of Arabic and Islamic studies from the yoke of
complex traditional system, but also gave a great impetus to

the propagation and development of Islam in Nigeria in
general and Yorubad land in particular

Shaykh Adam Abdullah ‘Al-llori’ was born in Wasa town in Zougu, Dahomey (now
Republic of Benin) in 1917. His mother hails from Dindi district in Zougu while the
father, Abdul-Bagqi is a native of Ilorin, Nigeria. He was educated under the muslim
traditional system where he studied the reading of al Qur’an under the watchful eyes of
his father. At age seven, he was a regular observer of prayers and had memorized a great
number of the Quranic chapters. He also learnt the rudimentary knowledge of the Quran
and some chap ters in jurisprudence. It must be emphasized that He was under
the watchful eye and guide of his father for eleven years in Dahomey before they

returned to Ilorin in 1928 and lived there for five years before being moved to Ibadan and
later to Lagos.

Overview of the Naming Tradition among Muslims in Nigeria

S/N City / Town’s names Individual’s Personal Names
1 Buhari Muhammadu Buhari

2 Kano Aminu Kano

3 Shagari Shehu Shagari

4 Zaria Sani Zaria

5 Tukur Bamanga Tukur

6 Hadeja Aliyu Hadeja

7 Katsina Hassan Katsina

8 Gumi Abdullahi Gumi

9 Dutse Hassan Dutse

10 Kwankwaso Musa Kwankwaso ]

Table 2: Muslims in Northern Nigeria (Hausa)
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Person’s Personal Name —

S HO"{SCf Compound 2% Abdus-Sabur Aldaya B P el
l ALY Isa Alagbede
12— Al-agbc:dc Tunde Idiagbon
; Idiagholl 3109 Gambari
2 Gamb.an Lawal Balogun Fulani
A iU:EELI Yusuf AJ:ikob’i —
(7)’ A{)bté Salman Abbt‘o T
B Jimba Hassan J _imba - e
9 Ajetumobi Musa Ajetum.ol-:u —
10 Agbarigidoma Usman Agbfm.gldoma |
11 Alasinrin Hussai Alasinrin ]
12 Elelu Issa Elelu
13 Elétu Mohammed Elétu

Table 3: Some names among Yoruba- Muslim Scholars in Ilorin

Impact of Shaykh Adam’s ‘attributive name’ on naming among Yoruba- Muslims in Nigeria

The contribution of Muslim scholars to the propagation of Islam has been well
documented in the literature. There are numerous works in Arabic language that appraise
the linguistic expertise of shaykh Adam Abdullahi ‘Al-Ilori’, but most of these works are
written in Arabic which create a barrier of access to the speakers of other languages
hence, there is no work yet written in English that specifically address the role of his
creative naming style in language development as it is intended in this paper. The work in
English that benefits this study is Abdul-Salam 1985. The naming style by shaykh Adam
Al'-ilori has indeed inspired many Yorubd Muslim Scholars to the extent that apart from
using the city names as shaykh Adam did, some scholars identified with their individual
g(:ll:)sti :roég nl:;eage. igr example names such as, al-gamawiyah, al-gegelewiyah abound.
creatively used by the Sh: Ithe‘ ?S’ i a!-Quran,‘ al_'k abyasiselui £, F3IEER asf
o (e it cz): : al-" means of’ or ‘native of . One of the aesthetics 0

n be used/ to paint picture/ creatively.

Conclusion

names hz):;sr(:?ezlnir:;ns]el\flli); i phe“‘_Jmenon. Everyone has a name. Almost a'll
a middle name and so.me havieoplf have a given name and family name. Many z_also have
of names exclude the type thaim names'_ HO}Vevgr, the definitions of the existing tyPes
elastic, generative and re—creativwehexammc in this paper and therefore as language "
such as ‘Al- llori’ and the attee the tyPFs of names should give room for new forms
‘Al-llori’ has enrich the patterns resulting from it. It is our conclusion therefore that

raming style among Yoritba-Muslim Scholars in Nigeria 20
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