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CHAPTER FOUR

| JUSTICE: CHALLENGES AND PROSPECY

NA
£ CRIMI NISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN NIGERIA

ADMI

ONLIN

By
Lukman Adebisi Abdulrauf”

D-19 pandemic has Toggh‘t countries across the vy g
- the administration of justice gen.erolly. Variouys meQSUb“j
ic such G5 lockdown and physical distancing meqn;est
done rather differently. The so-called new nommg hos%
ted almost every sphere of life include the OdminiSerfm,
ourts could no longer sit as a result of lockdown meay, i
aising concerns of the fulfillment of the Consnm-esk
eedy frials.! Even when lockdown measures were Yoy
ifted, various public health meoeures such as physical distancing meqys o
they cannot accommodate thelrr capacity. Therefore, rather than Posipo
court sittings indefinitely. other means of ensenng justice delivery negg ot
resorted to. The administration of justice online or remote odministroﬁonu-
justice became the most convenient model fo ensure justice delivery especy
with the pandemic.2 While this method has been largely commended iy
convenience, speed and accessibility, there have been questions regardn}
efficacy in criminal trials.?

things must o€
significonﬂy affec
justice generolly. C
contain the Virus
requirement on Sp

The questions regarding the efficacy of online or remote ftrials for crimn
matters generally revolve around whether they could satisfy the legal ot
nstitutional framework regarding criminal frials. Indeed, because of the needk
orotect the accused person and ensure s/he gets a fair trial, there are alle

* Senior Lecturer, Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law, University
Research  Fellow, School of Law, University of
abdulrouf la@unilorin.edu.ng

'c(:iorjstltutnon of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999, Section 34(4). See also L Abdulrauf, “MOﬂO?:E
Or?c\imcj:.clz én 1%-10(;0% federalism': The case of Nigeria" in N. Steytler (ed) Comparafive Fedei0s
T Ad|ek.i|e;.< Combohpg th‘e Pandemic (2022) Routledge, London p. 364. i
Chdlienges v Lén, etal, '"Covid-19 ond'Africon Nation: An Overview of the Legal and Infros o
et emote Court Proceedings, (2020) VOL. 4. NO.1, OAULJ Page 125, Published

E e v otemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife, Osun State.

See . iy
generally JiTumer ‘Remote criminal justice' (2021) 53 Texas Tech Law Review P: 198

of llorin, llorin. Hona®!
KwalZulu-Natal,  Durban. Emor ﬁ
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olace to ensure that the formal procedure and due process are

his chapter is to chapter is to examine the prospects and
Oppncobiﬁty of online criminal justice in Nigeria as narowly
hapter s structured in 5 parts. After the introduction, the second
he e ~oncept of online criminal justice or remote criminal justice
oart is to ShoOw that the concept actually operates narow one
vers nstances where the whole or part of the trial process is carried
ellv C 1 the support of various online platforms. The third part considers
nI f\:;mew ok and constitutional challenges fo this initiative while the
nalyses context-specific issues which constitute an obstacle to the
of online justice system in Nigeria. The last part concludes with some
s oward paving @ paih for the smooth application online justice
AN iN Nigeria.

neX :

onliné criminal justice in Nigeria: Pre and Post COVID-19
1.2

cOVID-19 pandemic has tremendously shaped the discourse around
e ° iration of justice acCross the world. As mentioned, this especially felt with
odmlﬂ'incre ase in the discussion around remote or online dispute resolution.
;:erzfore. the influence of the pandemic cannot be ignored in a discussion on
onlin€ criminal justice system. It is in the light of this that this section of the chapter
considers how ICTs has been deployed in criminal justice administration before
ond during the COVID-19 pandemic. Before that is done however, it is apposite
o fist understand what the concept of online criminal justice as used in this

cnopteris all about.

121 Online criminal justice: conceptual framework

Online criminal justice 1s a term generally associated with the concept of
sdministration of criminal justice. Administration of criminal justice is a very
voad concept which focuses on the operation and management of the
ciminal justice system of a country. A criminal justice system generally incudes
ne whole gamut of the legal and instifutional framework responsible for
administering the criminal laws and procedure including the police, prosecutory
authorities (such as the state ministry of justices), the courts and ofher similar
nstitutions.  According to Okpara, ‘The criminal justice system I Nigeria
commences with the commission of a crime and confinues with the subsequent
nerventions by the law enforcement agencies of the system that has the
ower to arrest, arraignment, trial, sentencing and punishment of the

161



.4 Over time, The concept of odminist.rgﬁon Of criming| |Usticg
offender. e role O the adjudicatory authorities which is the court. Prim
focuses O :

e system has G far broader connotation, the
peing the custodians of the justice delivery

~ation. It is in this wise that the concept Of(;”(;"”e ::riminol Justice hag 9oy
he discussed within the preClr,]C?S Of.mef ; og{U l?g o4 ro|§ c.)f s <ourt, 'OnL-:
criminal justice’ or ‘remote criminal ]USTIC? or V.IHUCII crlmlnol heoﬁngs..{s c&*
e describe as the deployment ?f ICTs® in The dispensation of criming Wi
from this context, it is easily notficeable 1ho"t the cc?ncept IS largely Used;
describe one Or more of the trial processes in a typical criming DfOCeed'-
Therefore, the most convenient approach towards defining the COHCepIiS;E,
it is the deployment of ICTs In one or more of the court process in a tygy
criminal proceeding. While this approach largely shows one of jts 55enty
character- the use of technology- it I1s submitted that online Criminal justs
entails more. First, online criminal justice is not just about the deploymer g
technology in a trial process bui the fact of the remoteness. Therefors, 1
merely involves a situation where ICTs such as a projector or a smart TV js e
in a physical court where all the parties are present, it cannot be describegs
such. Remoteness in this regard means that one or more of the parties shok
be outside the vicinity of the courfroom and still partake actively in the cor
process via various ICTs and videoconference technologies such as lom
Skype or Microsoft Teams. Secondly, an online proceeding in this conis
generally focuses on the trial process which has rightly been describede
commencing from arraignment to Sentencing.’It generally includes ofher
hearings, plea taking, presentation of case, examination of witnesses o
sentencing. Thirdly, the online platform should be interactive which meansos
should be able to speak to it and receive responses in real time and not o

\)

while criminal justic

COum th:
always been the foCus |

S :

—

L& Opara ‘The Low and Policy in Criminal Justice System and Sentencing in Nigeria' (214°
International Journal of Asian

SAS descr an Social Sciences 886, |
52 esctnb'ed Oy JiTurner in ‘Remote criminal justice’ (2021) 53 Texas Tech Law Review P 198“0.”
5 alerm that covers all technologies which are used for the communication of infome®

includ ‘Wi s Cﬂ
pro €3 0 ‘'wide range of computer and telecommunication technologies, it
Cessing (electronic retneval,

ol (00
management stforage and management of data, document lmc?'"?’v.
Conferencin“ and communications services (telecommunications generally. wn.rees.eu
DMAbUbokogr‘- Uelectronlc mqil, the internet) workflow systems; and artificiol intelhgencﬂ\p
delivered at g n?ng;'nlformqhon Technology in Courtroom: Merits and Challenges (Ztom ted 2
of Information 1echno?owork5h°p for Information and Communication Technology 19" 1 .

| icial
9y In Courtroom: Meri " tional Judicie
f\bu,ao held on 8-10 September 2020 Merits and Challenges” held at Na
According 1o Bob

Osamor, 'a criminal trig comm n arraignment and © ).
' ' |
sentence see B Osamor Crim trial ences upon arraig

manch=
2012) p.33), al Procedure Laws and Litigation Practices (Dee-508%
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n

ding feature. On the whole, online criminal justice is a situation

[ 4 |
{-reCO partly of nholistically takes place online with the gig of the internet

ment of ICTS and Online criminal justice in Nigeriq

b . C OVID-19 pandemic, there has not been so much discussion around
iore 1h Most of the initiatives by the government and court administrator
. theuse of ICTs generally for any of the criminal justice process.
nere were initiatives toward online fiing and exchange of court
email. Some states also made effort to provide certain |CT
" ucture for the court but generally, many courts continued as they are
msrlﬂe o no basic ICT facilities. In terms of filing and case management, ICTs
:2:8] e used n some courts. There has been a recent development of
eion Case Management System (NCMS) which s software for case
monogemem'a When fully deployed, NCMS wil ‘automate Case flow

nanagement in the courts and will also ensure a smooth, safe and secure
.change of documents between the different levels of courts'.?

mere have been some efforts towards online filing of court processes in some
~urts, Libraries containing law report and legislation which are essential for the
sk of the court are only now contained in electronic databases, some of
wich are made available to the court. Even the process of recording of
noceedings of the court which used to be done in long hand by judges is now
diowitnessing some revolution across some jurisdictions. ICTs have ensured that
cout proceedings are recorded using recording devices. In fact, there have

xen recent test of advanced voice recognition technologies for potential
Eployment in some courts.'9 According to Abubakar'’,

It is now possible to have digital audio recordings of
voice on the computer, allowing the judge capacity
fo annotate this record and listen to whatever portion
he may want to listen to later. The record so recorded
would have to be transcribed into a hardcopy format
(for as long as a hard copy file is maintained), of

\
!'rCed

L
05/ |
M AQ '90v.ng/images/ Workshop Papers/2017/IT_Workshop/s4.pd!

| ' (2020). A
JUse of Information Technology in Courtroom: MenTs and Chc:::a(;gg; S(toff nzled
at a national workshop for Information and Communnc?tnon Tec' D A
on technology in Courfroom: Merits and Challenges held O

"eld on 8-10 September 2020.

vl !
48 of Inform &

’:\‘v‘e,Ab )
by | LV
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. euversions woulq be available too. ”. S Qlsg offectively direct.ed heads of courts to jssye pract; L2

wth. o have instantaneous recording of 20 whiC oxisting exigencies.'4 C€ directions

P Oss'b!edmgs py court reporter which can be Vieweq :v»o ing th®

pr oceéu dge and counsel at their respective desks Qs il Legal rramework and constitutional challenges

ltjhyem;c])ceedings Conﬁnge'- e ad\;ontoge Of the 1.3 CTt'i‘Oen of the Chopte{! emns]l=n is i |§go| basis for online criminal justice

digital format S mo,' 15 easy o Mmanoeuvre me 5 constifunonol challenges inherent in the legal framework.

it is texf, voICE (sound) or Images. ond 1M°

whether | ol fr amework of online criminal justice
The foregoing 15 largely the extenctj ;?n ;thshmrr;c:\s:‘;c:;rts Tlxc:ve Qdopfs 3 3] Legﬁan’ to examine the sources of criminal law in Nigeria to determine the
Nigeria before the COV'D-wpon e c.>f online criminal .he. % iy, 'S'mtp o which ihe. &5 occommgdg 'e online criming Justice system
do not strictly tqll within the SCop - COVID-19 “;no JUstice n(:ta extel . the main SOUrces gf administration of criminal justice are thé
construed N this chapter. Ho.wev.er,fw(la ., There seemsopm L Gene,:wnons and various criminal legislation in Nigeria. The constitution s
shift foward a frue online criminal Justice. ! CO’;‘; o d oubt, the ground norm of the land and is supreme to all authorities, s

V! -

implication of the COVID-19 pandemic on g a \ r cognition of the significance and supremacy of the cons

S titution
The first sugmflcont n the

b Nistrafy, | 10 1€ ntry, it is provi -
| ctice Was ‘mmediate need to suspend court sittings across the Coumﬁoh% --Urisprdence of the 1c;\ouexr:/em B fDitsvil:\ied thot any law which contradicts its
jus :ni Heqlith concerns.'2At the peak of the COVID-19 pan demiC’Yduek ]o,ovisions is void fo The consistency and the constitution shall
U : : .
Eecome obvious that it was not just going away overnight, there w 8|

er preVO”-w Generally, criminal justice administration is within the legisiative
. €Co . since it is a matter nei - - |
q the fate of accused Persons who are standing criming| 1 A competence of St(,]te . . - c.-:'nh-er contained in the exclusive nor
regarding : nak, : nt legislafive list.'” Online criminal justice is largely a proced

o for accused person who were unable to secure bqj ang concuTe o e procedural matter
more S LN . . ek Qre g, uld be ordinarily regulated under the criminal procedure | f
custody pending their trial. Online criminal Justice was therefore reqarg and ShO aws of states

| ternative in many parts of the world. According to Tumer!s % However. there 15 no?hlng m‘ fhe Criminal Procedure Code Act of Criminal
credible alrern er, ocedure Act, applicable in the northern and southern parts of Nigeria
__the ability to conduct online hearings has been espectively. which sonction:s .the use on digital technologies for criminal
a welcome alternative fo delaying criminal proceeding. The recent Adminisiration of Criminal Justice Act (ACJA)(2015) is
dispositions or attempting 1o hold hearings in "o different from ihe erstwhile laws in that it only recognizes online criminal
person during the pandemic. During the ustice in @ very restrictive sense. According to the ACJA. ‘where in any
pandemic, online proceedings help protect soceeding the court deems It necessary to protect the identity of the victim or
public health and have the advantages of switness, the court may take any or all of the following measures: (a) receive
convenience and efficiency. Attorney and svidence by video link'.'® Impliedly, video conference for collection of
participants save time by not having to travel to evidence in examination of a witness can only be used only where there is the

or wait in courtrooms, court benefit from more need to protect a witness.

reliable scheduling, and all appreciate the ability
to dispose of cases more promptly.

With the pandemic, the Chief Justice of Nigeria issued the first National uda| “HYahaya, ‘Coronavirus: NJC releases guidelines for court proceedings' 8 May 2020 Premium Times

Guidelines for Court Sittings and R ' - iodinla| &% 90
9 d Related Matters in the COVID-19 periodn ?’ nips:.//www .premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/391917-coronavirus-njc-releases-guidelines-
u-Courtproceedings.html (accessed 28 December 2021).

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999. Section 1{1).
“L Abdulrauf, “Managing Covid-19 in a 'facade federalism': The case of Nigeria® in N.Steye#| 40id, section 1(3)

Sjmporotu.ve Federalism and Covid-19: Combating the Pandemic (2022) Routledge, Londond=| - 3e¢ Attorney General of Ondo State V. Attorney General of the Federation & 35 Ors (2002) 27 WRN
umner "‘Remote criminal justice' (2021) 53 Texas Tech Law Review p. 199. |

‘Administration of Crnminal Justice Act, Section 232.
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cifically within the context of COVID Procticg Directio
More spev ious courts for the operation of virtualhearing due §
Heads of foof \he directive of the CJN. One such Practice Directio DQ”Ue,\
Fn p:éséc:/nthe Chief Justice of the Federal Capital Terrifory High Conu\r’;’hich |
ISSU

Df .
in Clause 9 that: iy

-

N iSSUe
dh
O the O

Causes and matters and other proceedings that can
be determined on the basis of affidavit evidence
may, as far as practicable, be heard and disposeq
of by Remote Hearing on virtual platforms sych o
Joom, Microsoft Teams, Skype or other audip o
video platforms as may be approved by the Chjef
judge. This includes cases initiated by originating
summons or originating motion, applications for
enforcement of fundamental right and inferlocuro,y
motions, as well as aagopfion of written fing
addresses and delivery of judgments/rulings. Ajl
participants in a remofe hearing shall dress
appropriately for court proceeaings.

1.3.2 Constitutional challenges

The constitution which forms the bedrock of criminal trials generally s One of
major challenges to the deployment of online criminal justice system, The g
challenge is the extent to which online criminal trials can be Accommoqoi
under the constitutional provision which protects the rights of an acop
person during frial. The relevant constitutional right which may appeartobe:
challenge to the adoption of virtual hearings include:

a. Theright to be present
b. The right to counsel

c. Theright to examine witnesses |

d. Theright to public trial

Among the right of the accused person in a criminal proceeding is the g
e present at his or her trial. Although not specifically mentioned in ™
constitution, the right can be impliedly read from provisions.'? At crucial i
of the trial such as arraignment, it is important that the accused person &
present. For example, it is when the accused is physically present thaf he¢

‘Lke sections 36(6)(c &d), Constitution of Federa! Republic of Nigeria 1999.

166

Accused person must
rals.2

b nearing can also constitute a challenge to the fi
VirV 'entoﬁon py a legal counsel of one's choice.2 This i
reOresed and his/her counsel must be able to confidentially d
gCCUS ~roceedings The nature of many of these platform
of thfnal must be stopped for the accused and
ondcrd ihe experience of other countries is f
Leognﬂdénﬁo' platform for the party and his/her p

ght to Qdequate
ghts entail the an
ISCUSS in the course
does not allow this
nis/her counsel to confer, In this
nat states provide an assured
atform to private confer

ne right to examine witnesses is also another critical fundamental rnght of an
sccused. It entails that an accused person must be allowed to “examine. in
person or by his legal practitioners the witnesses called by the prosecution” Ac
mentioned, it still unclear the extent to which virtual proceedings can satisfy this

equrement but from experiences of other jurisdiction, this critical stage is one
of the stages which has been recommended must only be physically done.

e constitution furthermore requires that trials should be held publicly and this
qoes to the root of a fair trial. Accordingly, “the proceedings of a court or
nounal...shall be held in public."2 There have been controversies over whether
ornot virtual hearing can be considered to be a public hearing in fulfiment of
ne constitutional requirement. Many are of the opinion that virtual proceedings
cennot be considered public since members of the public may not have access
lothe platform. Fortunately, the Supreme Court of Nigeria has explicitly affirmed
ne constitutionality of virtual irAttorney General of Lagos State v. Aftorney

—

"o See also the Administrat Imi Section 265
by stration of Criminal Justice Act 20135, seclion |
%8 cases such as State v. Anderson (2017) 896. N.W. 2d 364 @ 367 with regord fo plea heanng

.- Mstiution of Federal Republic of Nigeria, Section 36(6)(c).
“0d. section 34(3)
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tion &Anor.?¢ This Is indeed a very

the Federa , .
Generol of nd administration of justice as g whole : Strige

onliné criminal justice @

1.4 Prospects - |
bt that the Nigerian crminal justice system fac

and challenges |

There is no dou helm; s
challenges which appedr o be overwheiming. The most Signiﬁcontgmﬁ%
l

challenges is CAs€ overload in courts and long.ﬁn.qe take for crim;
has sometimes made accused persons remain in detention o ol
trial.It has been estimated that on the average, a typicql Criming ;s
retween 5 to 6 years and some even take as much as 13 YGOrs.zs"nm e
‘estated that the cumbersome process of the criminal justice syster My
fact that judges are simply swamped are all independent Cho"engesond
criminal justice seems to afford the courts the opportunity to dispose of; 0
these cases expeditiously as they are able to overcome some of the Choimed
resulting from logistics of transporting accused persons to coyrt Obsenied

lawyers and so forth.

hey
nQ| 1an5 )
Wy
Wiﬂb:

in Nigeria, there are quite a number of obstacles that will stand in the w
typical online criminal justice system. The challenges are eijther 'eg;yd
oractical. The legal challenges are basically based on the limited natyre oHr:
legal regime on administration of the criminal justice in Nigeria. The resfricfi
constitutional provision is a huge challenge. The requirement for public triaks g
challenge. Although, the courts have made significant intervention in fi
respect, this cannot be substituted for a properly spelt out consityfiy
provisions. Indeed, it is high time the constitution is amended and fu
constitutional amendment must take note of the digital age ond i
importance of technology to the 21¢' century. Apart from the constitution, oft
criminal (procedure) laws also do not make categorical statement in suppord
online criminal justice. For example, the Administration of Criminal Justice &
which is seen as one of the most innovative and recent criminal jusfc
instrument makes only scanty provisions on the deployment of ICTs in
criminal justice process generally without specific recognition of online crimm
justice.

Apart from challenge of inadequacy of the legal framework, other praci
challenges exist. The absence of necessary infrastructure is one among ¢
many challenges. Online criminal trials require huge investment in infrastrucivs

“Suit No. SC/CV/260/2020
#0 Olugase ‘Utiising Technology in Making the Nigerian Administration of Criminal 3
Effective for Criminal Trials' (2020) 11(2) International Journal for Court Administration p-3
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pview f their allocation f i
tain percentoge O ocartion for alternative €nergy seems like g

age- Accordingly, most gourt are not conducive for even typical physical
s Unless the government is able o do something about the electricity crisis
1055 the nation, any g;tnvnty which is heavily reliant on power wil obviously
e, Apart from electricity, the next most important infrastructure for remote
reqring 1S internet. Although, Nigeria has recorded significant milestones with
eqord O internet penetration, the current situation stfill leaves must to be
sesred 2 The importance of access to internet in the court cannot be over-
smphasized. Apart from the courts, the parties who would like to join via online
Jotforms must also have access fo high quality interet. The efficiency of an
rine system is usually determined by the quality of the internet services and
Jthout it, the process cannot be smooth. For example, there was a trending
1deo online in Nigeria showing a court proceeding where the counsel could
i hear the judge and the was intermitted disruption of the network as a result
of poor internet service. Besides, a very good internet service is obviously need
0 power high definition cameras which is needed to effective online justice

administration.

tis one thing to have sufficient infrastructure and it is another thing fo have
people who are capable of operating the infrastructure. The fact must be noted

nat court official and lawyers are yet to appreciate some of the significant
din their

senefits of online justice delivery system. Most of them are only grounde

T —

“he cument internet penetration rate is approximately 51%. See 'Digit

Mﬂg@portol.comUegorts[dlgitol—QQQZ h720between% 2
Wertas ~ fext=Nigeriq's%20interne%20penetration%20rate%2051000.percen

2200nd%202022
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g «nowledge without experience in the s
e of

The same can also be said of the judges leading tq Q rgfyn;. oy
platfotrf:;}s method. Overal. it can be orlg:u'ed :ﬁfecliy that there Q igc:\(’“te{
adop! ' - ry.27 Until this attitude is ch oy
—omputer iliterocy in the coun’y INGes, o, S

. . o
| n a mirage. <
justice will continue fo remal "

hasic Word processin

—

ted States for example, many jurisdictions have 4
.| iustice mechanism af various levels. In some states, 4
cnmaﬁno Jhove reen used for inifial appearances and arraignm, ‘
?e?c(;rr\'cgcsoses.i’ﬂ Video co.nferencing‘ In irimirjcl DrOF:eeding.s have olsgmlr'r
adopted for witness testimony, moTion hearings, \fVlfhouf Witnesses - :e&
~ourt frial in different states.?? The same can be said of countrigg like Augj;v&
Canada, New Zealand '‘primarily to save c'osts and ?XP?d”e pfoCeedinoh
The point being made here is not to undermm'ed The significant 9apin ‘hegﬁ
of development and ICT uptake bgtween Nigeria and these COUNrigs bm@
emphasize the fact that virtual hearing can be adopted at differen Stoges:

the trial and not necessarily holistically.

Nling or f:rh
ent espe nb':

Notwithstanding the forgoing, there are also some inherent chqlien
make even developed countries skeptical about online Criming| s
mechanisms in criminal trials. The first in this category is the fact of the Qbsgrys
of interpersonal or face-to-face contact between the parties, Wifnessesw
even with the judge. As it is generally nofed, this may be a challenge €speci,
in the process of taking oral evidence. Indeed, one of the benefits of the DI0gE:
of examination of witnesses is the opportunity it gives the court ang parties
observe the demeanor of a witness when providing testimony.3! This has its o
critical significance especially in criminal trials. In addition, remote trigls dog
afford counsel the opportunity to interact with their client during f
proceedings. This also is crucial in the building or organization of presentafions
the case.

085wy

7CS Ibekwed C Onwuatuegwu ‘ICTs in the Administration of Justice: Challenges and Prospecti
Labour and Productivity' (2021) 8(1) NAUJCPL p. 8

#Types of Criminal Proceedings That Utilize Video Conferencing (illustration), in Video Conferenct
Survey, NAT'L CTR. FOR STATE

CTS. (2010). nitps://www.ncsc.org/__data/assets/image/0023/16682/q21-png.png
“nttps://www ncsc.org/__data/assets/image/0023/1 6682/q21-png.png

XA WQ'loce Virtual Justice in the Bush’: The Use of Court Technology in Remote and Regon
Alxustroho' (2003)19 Journal of Law Information and Science p.4 )
“'PC Aneke, ‘'The Legality of Virtual Court Hearing in Nigeria: The Way Forward' (2021) e
University Nigerig Faculty of Law Law Journal p 56, 61.
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that the totality of a criminal trial can take Place online, The method

he stages on the trial can be

i ' . a0E 1
Zw -nd non-trial proceeding such as application for bail can be proceeded

ine. Other mare complex processes which are heavily reliant on face-to-face
onfact can remain physical with an opportunity for inactive participants
oarties) 10 watch remotely.

cOVID-19 has therefore taught a lot of countries Important lessons with regard
wine administration of justice generally. Policymakers must not wait for another
sandemic before they are proactive in these issues. Indeed, all these can only
pe done with the necessary infrastructure and facilities. Therefore, we retumn full
acle to the role of the government in this regard. Necessary funding must be
povided for the required infrastructure. With recent initiatives such as NCMS.
here are reasons to believe that all these are doable. All that is needed is the
frong polifical will fo overcome the legal, technical and administrative glitches
owards promotion of the administration of justice generally in the country.

—

_'fS:ee generally, AO Bello ‘Criminal Law in Nigeria in the Last 53 Years: Trends and Prospects for the
~UE(2013) 9“)Acquniversiton’sDonubius p. 15
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