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pervade this text,

Figure 1: The Niger Delta Area
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NATIONAL INSECURITY AND LEADERSHIP CHANGE:
ASTUDY OF THE NIGER DELTA MILITANTS IN
NIGERIA, 2009-2016

Afolubi, A, S Thompson, 0, 0,
and
Alskija, 1. 0,
Introduction
Forlovcr a century of jts

: ! i Eastemn Region, (again, with rimaril

female !nvalvcmem) clc," ial authority lzesoned to bmtzl use o;"
force of arms 10 quell agitations and disturbances (Afolabi, 2014; 2015; 2016).
rule h::_d bcen fully established, they did not abandon the
verce the indigenous people into compliance wheneyer they
bl nd security of the 8cographical space they ruled was

_ The British coloniaj government mude attempts to
unty challenges in (he country by merging the various sections and ethnic
pings of the country in 1906 and 4914 for the Crown's administrative

s rather than the cohesion of the country, While the Prospects of combined ’
urces, wmmh and increased manpower excited the British, the merger
lled_ into_an. meﬁ'enw\_\cumic and religious riva) grouping whi’ch continued
al:T xdndepe_udcncc. Against this backdrop, this study examines the link

][L:mﬂilslhu:f:[:_,m"g: and national Insecurity in Nigerja with focus on the

further tackle the

't_y, the Mger—Delt-, L

2 i o eadership and Security
S regions of the country had disparate levels of devel, i
. X ment
;duuuon and Infrastructure, whigh, OVer a century later, hasssl‘i:;; ml::
equally, Uqununzue!y. this has grown 1o be the bone of contention
In national life, over 50 years after independence, Before progressing
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to control the federal centre,

which controlled the largest share g
cake,

Merriam-Webster dictionary identified leadership to as
position of a leader while it described a ‘leader’

ding authority or infl Leadershi
important concept,
elements contained
Rost I

lacks a generally accepted

definition, However,
n it serves as clear pointer (o i
q

ts nature and meaning, J,
Pty

ly described leads hip as “an ip among leaders
and followers who intend real changes that reflect their mutual purposes.” In
explaining *leadership capability’ on

a national scope, Professor J T. Rourke

identified ad skills regarding organization, legislative skills as it
concerns laws, public persuasion and intellectual capacity as its intrinsic element
(Rourke 2009:22). Lecaders} ip in Nigeria is to power and the ability
to shape the fortunes of the nation for ill or good, hence, its importance.

Security denotes the state of being safc or protected from danger. On a
national scale, it connotes the state of stability, peace, and freedom from threats,
both interal and external in a nation. National Security is ideally the protection
of national survival (Brennan 1961:31), Essentially, security typically serves an
instrumental value which allows for the enjoyment of the outcomes of other
values. On a national scale, these other values are peace, Pprosperity and freedom
amongst others, Security is a variable since there are varying degrees of security.
Threats to people or nations may vary, while the number of values to be protected
differs as well as it (Hi 1977:45-7). Nationai

ss whose purpose is to safeguard
national values. The most fundamental value of any nation is her survival, Thus,
capacity to protect herself from
s d ! i

i
atmosphere of peace and calm (Igbogo 2015).

Tracing the History of Leadership Change and
Without doubt, th is i

National Security in Nigeria
¢ Westen Region crisis in 1962

was the result of a personality
(AG), Premicr S.L. Akintola,
Chief Obafemi Awolowo, The
of Akintola from the party in May 1962 was a signal for the
m his premicrship, and have the Govemor of the
, as a repl. . i
0's supporters erupted in
llation *Wild Wild West" (Diamond 1988:20).
It has also been severally argued that it was the combinat;
pnomic and political

between

fintola and  Awolow, the region, caming it the

ion of the socio-
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party, dousing them in petrol and setting them ablaze. It was the operation wefu‘e
era, a period when members of opposing parties were set ablaze after do_u.smg
them with petrol. For the residents of the rural areas in the West, even military
intervention meant very little change, if at all any. It was this unfortunate
ituation that ulti ly culminated in the riots of 1968/1969 when the peace and
security of the nation was again threatened as a result of the activitics of the
resource poor peasant farmers in the Western State at a time when the Nigeria
Civil War was being prosecuted.
The spate of wanton killings and destruction of properties in the West
ly led to the imposition of a state of gency by the Abubakar Tafawa
Balewa led Federal Government. Subsequently, Akintola was returned to power
against the wishes of the region, and this became the seed for sustained insecurity
in the region, which climaxed in the January 15, 1966 military coup that altered
the political course of Nigeria. It is instructive 1o note that the first imposition of
a state of emergency in an independent Nigeria was to deal with issue of
insecurity instigated by Leadership Change in Westem Region; hence, the need
for this discourse (Jorre 1972:51). '

The chaotic political condition of Nigeria from 1966-1970 thrived in an
atmosphere of threats to National Security. Without doubt, leadership change was
a fundamental reason for the upsurge of bloody coups, civil violence, ethnic
pogroms and even a civil war in the country. The ball was set rolling by the first
coup of January 15, 1966 when a group of majors led by Major Kaduna Nzeogwu
attacked the political and military superstructure of the country. Some 22 people
were killed, including the Prime Minister, Alhaji Tafawa Balewa, along with
some senior politicians such as the Western Premier, Chief S.L Akintola,
Northern Premier, Sir Ahmadu Bello and top military officers (Siollun 2009:30).

While the coup was supposedly launched to rescue the ship of state from
being wrecked by corrupt and power-seeking officials, it ultimately sent the
wrong signals to an ethnic sensitive nation. Four of the five majors who led the
coup were easterners, and majority of those who lost their lives in the coup were.,
non-casterners. Hence, when Gen. Aguyi Ironsi took over, he did not punish the.
coup plotters but issued Decree No. 34 that introduced a umtary system of.
government. Other ethnic groups in the country drew the conclusion, rightly or}
wrongly, that it was an “Igbo Coup” (Achebe 2012:79). .

No level of sensitization could dispel the existence of ethnic cleavages i
the country, particularly the north. On July 29, 1966, another coup lgd )
northern military officers was staged and Gen. Ironsi consequently lost his life.
Col. Yakubu Gowon, a Northern Christian, was named Head of State in Iro
stead. What followed was a large-scale ethnic violence, which took the for

lootings, killings and the mass fleeing of easterners from other parts of}
country back to the East (Madiebo 1980:55). Estimates at the time puf
number of Igbo civilians killed at thirty thousand while hundreds of lho(
more were displaced, suffering one form of damage or the other (Aki
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its abundant natural . It also highlights the trend of ive focus on
the development of one sector of the cconomy to the neglect of other sectors
(Ross 2014: 239-259). The uglier end of this curse unfortunately plagues the
Niger Delta region. While more light will be shed on this later in the discourse, it
suffices to note here that the threats to national security from the Niger Delta
region stemmed from bodies of aggrieved indigenes who felt short-changed and
prevented from reaping the resources and benefits accruing from their
environment.

Apparently, the streams of violent agitations by militants in the Niger-

Delta region rode on the® wings of allegations of marginalisation and
discrimination by successive federal governments. This however changed when
Goodluck Jonathan, a Christian [jaw from the Niger Delta, became Vice-
President in 2007, and later President in 2010. He was instrumental to the
formulation and impl ion of the Niger Delta Amnesty programme.
Goodluck Jonathan was sent on missions to the creeks by President Umaru Musa
Yar’Adua to meet with armed groups in the region in the build up to the amnesty
program (Ukiwo 2015:14-17). Power in the Nigerian polity has long been
associated with political control over the nation. By virtue of the nation’s ethno-

ligi diffe a lot of imp is placed on the ethnic and religious
identity of whoever holds thg wheels of power. The nation’s long history of
military coups has only ded this delicate situation. Between 1966 and
1993, 9 military coups were staged; six were successful while threc failed
(Siollun 2009:59).

The Federal Government of Nigeria wields vast powers over its
economic resources and military capabilities, which are its target as cherished
prices. Sadly, the history of the nation has been coloured with the often-bloody
struggle for power between the nation's ethnic groups. From the January and July
1966 coups, the paradigm was set for the manifestation of ultimate ethnic power
in cither a Hausa, Igbo, or Yoruba control of the seat of power. The widespread

belief is that the ethnicity or religion that controls the seat of power will gain ail}

advantage over other parts of the country, In most cases, this belief has turned ou
to be false. To their credit, minorities satisfy their own quest for power
supporting onc of the three major ethnic groups in the country or championin;
their sole struggle like the Niger Delta Militants or the Kanuri people, wl
constitute the major population of Boko Haram.

The struggle for power in Nigeria has undoubtedly occasioned
emergence of several threats to national security. In some cases, ethno-religi
sections of the country have seen it as their onerous task to cleanse the Ni
power structure of corruption and perceived cvil influence, then, impose thei
over the nation. However, ardour to join the sect among northemers
wane when Muhammadu Buhari, 2 Muslim Fulani from the North, s
Jonathan as president. At present, the fighting capabilities of the insurg
North-east has been decimated (BBC 2015). Unfortunately too, the &
insurgency still linger, not oniy in Nigeria, but across the I.ake Cha
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_l 972). At this period of Nigeria's development, national security was
its lowest ebb, the threats that it ehgendered were largely internal and
) _In the meantime, the politics of leadership change witnessed the ri
dissenting voices calling for a breakup of the country along ethnic lines;
Igbos, wl_}u considered themsclves as the most aggrieved, were at the forefrof
the growing ‘reslivcness‘ They held that a state which had failed in providing Z
security for its citizens should have no right to their allegiance. The I bbs
undoubledly, perccived the Northen dominated military governmers e

the table was effectively set for the secession of Eastem Nigeria as the R i
alew : ; e ‘aster epublic
[uhfa (B:z:;: ;en: the commencement of the bloody Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970)
A re-examination of the events that brought Nigeria
p}’ec}gnce in its carl{l years will reveal that forcey[\l.\l lefd:rsh:: ::hh;n:iegew::
cantly ing the already tenu i i i
the poh!y. Right from the Western Region erisis of ly962 Ioo:hseeo‘ofl:;caﬁﬁ::e‘:
coup of 1966, and quently, the Biafran and Nigerian Civil War
(1967-70), ‘lmdembip change largely played the role of a catalyst of ethnic and
rvhgxgus crises and also presented as threats to national security in the early post-
culol{lul Nigeria. In particular, one could assert that the January 1966 coupp:nd
Ironsi’s la}(eoycr of power not onl iritated the Northem political and military
elements, it triggered need for the July counter-coup, which stemmed the fears of
lh'c Northemn el while provoking dissati ion of people of Eastern
origin, )

gil and Power: Pillars of National Security
ince the discovery of oil in Oloibiri in 1956, the black i
S i N gold has geometricall
fisen to become a fore!-nosl factor in the socio-political and econoriic affairs o¥
Nfger’n. Control of 0”. resources inextricably became linked with power as
Nigeria branched ffo!'n its agro-based economy of the 1960s to depend on oil
Ivcn:xcs after :’fj civil war. The rise,in oil prices in the 1970s saw an increase in
revenue, and daily pro i illi i
NEC . y production peaked at 2 million barrels of crude oil per day
s l he qxl produced in the Niger Delta came to account for 95% of
lfnf:] s foreign exchange eamings and 80% of Federal Government revenues
achukwu ct al 2016). As ar 2007, it was estimated that as much as 100 billion

Due to its over-reliance on p dollars, ists have di |
a8 suffering from lhg ‘resource curse’ also known as the *Dutch Disease’
explains why the nation suffers from ‘handicapped® development dcspite,
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(::;gw{;ve:nlsﬁm p;a_?:‘l]e were killed and over 2 million
s d } mpson, Jawondo, N t
;’:‘ng':css.wcly. s tensions in the North decreased :ar:;ag:’ive!d‘ hA'fO'
outh with the emergence of threats to national security from 351-:::5:“N’g&

¥ 1,

(I)POB). gained prominence in the South
IPOB and security forces occurred.
Without doubt, the effect of lead

spassi
i Boko Haram insurgents under the Jonathan and Buhari tenuj

of the salient evidential i
S ks effects that leadership change

res will reveal some
as had on issues of

gﬂg:n of Niger-Delta Militancy
he - i
Guincali:,r::l,’\al];s l.he delta vof I_hc Niger River located right on the Guif of
M At antic Ocean in ngcria, The area, covering about 70,000 :
i m;.; { n;ldcred as Africa’s largest wetland and home to s;)l"nc sc;'uahm
o glﬁvcgme‘\ts in the world (CLO 2002:2; Hogan 2013:28). The roe ion
B Cmscc:R(_ ) coastal southern Nigerian states, namely Abia, Akwa lb%::m
e . s River, Della. Edu: Imo, Ondo, and Rivers. Of aj) l;l e
producing state is Cross River. e
While the region is densely populated with over illi
goz:::ﬁar};;:r:cr::z::lli minority clhnicA nationalities, with lhiolj"a:,vlv]:":s1 3.?’1,: “?
T Cc,,.k ; s had economie significance for jts resource sinc g‘:
I tury. It was a major producer of palm oil, earning it the ;1am: (‘.)l?

the only

the i
sjslc,n‘; :?:"(lr:nm'cmal damag.es caused by oil ©extraction which ha,
e m‘dcwdr:gg;x a’nd the Iwehhpod of its occupants. Over the years, oil spill:
i le gd and fishing waters generally unusable for th;: nalsil:l :
e ‘;r' o Pnc U_re blame for this degradation and vert b
> of multinational qll corporation and state sponsored rnarg-lalis:(i((:: a‘:;

h i X

ficits in the region, whichch:\r/ecslc»z:arf::ela;lewnomlc -
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The Niger Deltans are driven by a sense of injustice owing to abject
poverty and mass ! ioned by the explorati of the
oil companies such as oil spills and gas flaring. The environmental impacts of oil
spills are worse because almost 60 percent of the people in the Niger Delta
depend on the environment for their livelihood which is mainly fishing and
agriculture. (Francis, Lapin & Rossiasco 2011: 1-2). The combination of lack of
resource control and the negative environmental impact have resulted in conflicts
and emancipation movements in the region. Armed groups have waged

y against the g and oil in order to have

their demands met while unemployed youth have often taken advantage of the ’
ituation by ing in criminal acts, including kidnapping and oil theft (Francis

et al 2011:5).

Isaac Jasper Adaka Boro led the earliest post-independence act of
i against the govi . An [jaw student’s union leader and activist,
Adaka Boro and his 50-man Niger Delta Volunteer Service (NDVS) declared
“The Niger Delta Republic distinct and separate from Nigeria” on February 23,
1966 (Tebekeami 1982:31). The Adaka Boro-led uprising was triggered by the
political marginalisation and economic deprivation suffered in the region. Isaac
Boro's led movement was crushed by Federal troops after twelve days and he
was arrested. However, the seeds of resistance had been sown in the Niger-Delta.
Consequently, the agitations were picked up by the Movement for the
Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), which was founded by famous
environmentalist and writer, Ken Saro Wiwa, in 1990. MOSOP campaigned for
local autonomy for the Ogoni People, as well as redressing of the social,
ic and logical d done to Ogoni land by oil and mining
activities. To drive home their demands, MOSOP mobilised and successfully
halted all oil extraction activities in Ogonil and through peaceful non-violent
mass action in 1993, The military regime at the time led by Gen. Sani Abacha
however treated the resistance as a threat to national security and violently
repressed the campaign with military brutality and efficiency. Eventually, Saro-
Wiwa and eight other leaders of MOSOP were arrested on trumped up charges,
sentenced to death in a show trial and executed on November 10, 1995 (Saro-;
Wiwa 1992:31).

Since MOSOP, a variety of resistance and armed groups have emerged, a;.
number came together in 2005 under the umbrella of Movement for the;
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND). A new wave of agitations in
Niger-Delta erupted in 1998 with the Kaiama Declaration issued by the Ija;
Youth Council on December 11, 1998 (Ezeudo 2013:42). Other armed milif
groups that have emerged in the region include Egbesu Boys, Joint Revolutio:
Council, MENBUTU, Arogbo Freedom Fighters, Niger Delta Volunteer Ep
and recently, the Niger Delta Avengers (Ebienfa 2011:637-643). These

llectively dealt d Z o y

blows on the Nigerian polity
serious threats to National Security through the abduction of forei
Nigerians as hostages, illegal oil bunkering, scaring away empl
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created to manage the national river basins, which achieved little. ln' 1982, the
Shagari administration set up a Presidential Task Force on Niger Delta
Development (PTFNDD) to formulate solutions to the problems clf |hc_d;l15
region. In 1993, the Oil and Minerals I ducing Areas D C
(OMPADEC) was created by President Babangida as a result of strenuous
advocacy by Niger Delta regional Ieaders with support l’r‘om the oil m_dustry,
Soon after the 1999 election, President Olusegun Obasanjo alse cs(ahhsbec_i a
commitee that led lo the creation of the Niger Delta Development Commission
(NDDC) whose mandate was to implement projects and programs ‘ror the
sustainable develapment of the Niger Delta area, In addition to the T\lll')l)L, anew
Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs was created by President Yar’adua in Septemher
2008 (ICG 2006: 19).

Terrorism is the hallmark Niger Delta militant groups and they have
adopted tactics of random and systematic use of violence in nu(mgcnus,
shocking, 7 d and atjention-grabbing ways through the desl.rucnon of
pipelines and attacks on oil facilities. Oil workers, especially e_xpamalcsx were
targeted and abducted. Although kidnapping is as old as hurnamly._thc activities
of Niger Delta militant groups have ded in institutionalising k dnapping for
ransom in Nigeria. For instance, in January 2009, gunmen hijacked a French
vassal with four cxpatriates and five Nigerians aboard. The vessel and crew were
however released threc days later. In May 2009, gunmen loyal to militant Tom
Polo seized the MV Spirit and abducted 19 hostages (15 Filipinos and four
Nigerians) plus the vessel. The same day, they seized the MT Chikana. The JTF
(Joint Task Force set up by the Federal government to curb the lhrca'l_s posed b.y
militancy in the region) later launched a huge offensive and. razed lom_Pnlo.s
camp, frecing some of the Hostages, MEND claimed 2 Filipinos were i_(lllcd in

crossfire. On 16 May, JTF said they had freed 9 expatriates and 4 Nigerians. On
23 May, they again announced the rescue of 3 more members of the group. It was
{hese last two incidents that prompted MEND to declare a full-scale war and no*
fly zone for helicopters of oil companies across the Niger Delta area (Ouukwugha:

016
e It is, however, significant to note that the various altempts by successiv?
governments to address the Niger-Delta criscs did not pacify the Nigcr-Dc_Ilans.
The emergence of onc of their own as Vice-President. and later, l"rcsldex
seemed to b ‘the real deal® that silenced the grievances of the rc.gmn.ATl
emergence of Goodluck ag, vice-president in 2007 gave the minority Nig
Deltans a sense of belonging which have been arguably absent
independence. It also gave them the result they deserve as the goose that 14
golden egg. As vice-president, Goodluck han was pivotal to the con
and implementation of the Niger-Deltan amnesty programme which have !
in sustaining the relative peace in the region since the cnm»mcncemcm
imp ion. Ji | Ily became Acting President in a way d
by some as divinely orchestrated or an act of “Goodluck™, smd later. Pr
2015, thus consolidating the Niger-Deltan ([jaw) grip on national lcaders!
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N Agitated nerves in the Niger Delta
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multinationals, disrupt; i
| 3 pting business activiti i i
e S ! activities, discy ign i
ile PT‘S’:‘:::IEZ: general climate of ing ability a:‘dL:£§:$ mﬁ:;ﬂgn L
Vi resulr;m(p;:vl:nﬁnd a l::;ing solution to the crises inclhr:gr‘eogr;; h:
esonte bults g ment rds, commissions and ministrs, i
susmzm :C:E:mlly cater for the needs of the Niger-Delta h::l:llr;cs oy
se— ay. In June 2.(199' President Umaru Musa Yar'ad eyl
e 'rhg 10 the mthnnls and launched the Niger-[‘;al Ui
i mc,aﬁomfls:::j ;;nso to dlzs;nn ‘the militants, offer them slip:n!:s :1‘: 7:989’
S. Over 20,000 militants re ihe
il 1. Over 2 esponded
g igcr.l);;:: ::-;, rehabilitation, This has however n‘:’al he)p:dm:hs: fsffﬂd“\"d ey
: 0 ituation in the
. o il i
;:?::énel%cln:i::d, _Prcsldcm Yar’adua’} amnesty ;ri;r:i;tz‘i]:i(y el
oo o UITINg  problems of agitations as issu; o o
S Za‘l/czt‘:))f;)ncm has not been rested in the Doy o o
:201-. . However, it acted
g ; S as the bedrock ¢
: € region. Any wonder Aghalino (2012) d il
as brief but revolutionary? el te e var

Niger Delta Miliy »
Py ancy, Nationa| Insecurity ang Leadership Change, 2009.

Successive national
i EBovernments have ;

g;o;l‘cm of revenue allocation and res::rcde“::)n e delli
g Lgdcr Dehy groups. Before 1958, ojf produci
o ok o ocucing areas got 100% of of]
:;:ommendauons of the Raisman Commission of

percentage that accrued to the of i
| € 0il producin,
lcdefa! Bovernment and 30% 1o 4 Distribulablcgl’ﬂ

The military gove
G ATy govemnment of Gen. Yakuby Gow, i
ol lcnxg.’,!l st'-’l}lln lm order to weaken the Eastem Region ::d mr‘::d 5 mm{bﬂ'
sl ;rean:s ed to Ih_e gradual reduction in the revenue asc cll;llt y POSSlbIF
Produe 0% '%; vrlh their share felling Yo 45 percent by ]970”"“1; it
i a: sodgavg "lhe' ownership of all oil and gas wi;hin ca PCIINIC“_N
e (Fm"cti::elc; rn(; OIICT;;;I“: T\]rvaxen; and continental shelf” to l]l)'nyc f?:?iirlall]
s ’ : +72). The policies of the G i
pmduu."hcaﬂmfm Secession that it aimed 1o Pprevent aso:;:emlrigolme, hOWEVef.
Ao 01? ere;a:r .pc(r\cclllved the policies as targeted at the Easlefn I; a{]d thc -
. eria Civil war, successive g
. W governm 2 i
ng(::)cll-’l prlublem trom the angle of revenu:gilsoi:l::,i:):lm i
. a result of the recommendati, illi ;
g b tion of the Willink Commiss;
s suzcze (lj);vcll:p;n;g F;;m:l (N’?DB) was cs(ablishedm::n;s!;gg ‘fl{.hlogug;
e : € Niger Delta River Basj ;
'y (NDRBDA), it was one of twelye Pparastata] cor:;::l?e:v ::::fmem
was
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suunu'tl)n significantly f -
peace in the Niger-Delta.

While leadership chang,

ei]
ped 1o further calm agitated nerves ang
col

Dbt e ¢ may have placated a la i "
s R abo:wld:{'cefl them r(? embrace the amncesty ;?:: . n‘“he
The Jonathan nrc<idL:;::[\‘,"g T?Ilymons to the plight nl"lhc 153:;”‘0';;". "OWC“CI: '
ency, which was ; D
p:zl'l:r ol ‘:m s 4 rare and golden chance that cameerl::r;
{:m er long-laslmg solutions il T amity to
normalised use of state ongll s i
n and ethno-religi
gious

interests in
enough 1o further the long~
i e N . which sign;
e mitind | it le/ue. in Nigeria only use their ethn:i:llgiu:
one could aver that
and Jater, President, only
; Militants, bur g
easclessly ravaged the Niger-Delta area si:]cdc :‘l'?el

Conclusion

This chapter inve. igated the nex, we a
stigated th, change and the Nige:
e Mi e d us between )cadcrsh’p 2
_’D(,c ”]M" snA(,)‘il’n‘ MECrlra he chapter found that lhc' cmcrh gence of Good |i ckr
Nathan as Ac g President, and later, as resident, was pj otal in cam’ n,
Presid, Pres : Pivotal j Iiming

One éould convincingly argue that the Nig

: 1 i
ustorical pattern in the Nigerian polity of ethnic 5 Mlhtancy i

militias Serving as “pressure
gtm&(:'?unlry'; The Niger Delta
ey S -south geo-polit E
e gradual recession of Niger Delta mpitljilanc:)l 7:101':‘

. 8 0
Militants underscores the use
s advocacy by various groups

€se manifestations
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b oy, ol ec vx;t:]q:;mlr{ presented as a casus-bellj formz:::e(‘) lf:dcr:h!p
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e seci i
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disturbances in another(,";?:r{

:riggcr for an upsurge of violen
0 po i
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/ ubt
by the Niger-Delta Militants to nal:una)ll

rn decline in the threat posed
‘or example, the subgeqy
3 Suvsequent accession of Presj
S resident Muhammadu

~ 2015 also Wwitnessed a corresponding agitation of the Niger-]
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religious groups of ethnic

ivities of i
b no“:ge:'?a tlk::s i:‘:;l‘nc 1o be dependent on which part of the clt?mc
1 elite came from; it appears insurgency will remain a
hnic or religious sentiments remains a
One would have thought that the N‘\gc\j
hallenges to the Muhammadu Buhari
10 note that the region here he hails

History
tioalised

chauvinists in Ni
divide the presidem/pohlica
part of Nigeria for as long as et
fundamental factor in \he Nigeria polity.
Delta would pose a lot of ‘mseCun';y ¢
istration. However, it is significant !
:rdo"n‘:‘::‘;\h), seems to be the cog to the nation's development. Leslsor;solzagmegox;
that up till just the advent of COVID }9 Pandemic in uui yd elc; ng;e -
governance and political will remained major kleys o sustainable h«;v rgd ccé
peace and national security across the country, including the area that produ
the “golden cgg"" for s0 long- The Niger Delta.
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