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(oS affecting Adult Learners Enrolment in Open

e Learning Programmes in Ilorin Metropolis,

' C
pistan Kwara State, Nigeria

Olawuni, A. O., PhD
Ambali, T. T. PhD
NOIBIL, T. O. and

LAWAL, R. O.

Department of Adult & Primary Education, Faculty of Education,
University of Ilorin, llorin. Kwara State, Nigeria

bstract , - .
%his study investigated factors affecting adult learners' enrolment in

open distance learning programmes in Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State,
Nigeria. The descriptive survey design was adopted. The population of
the study comprised adult leqrners participating in distance learning
programmes in the metropolis.105 adult learners were purposively
selected through simple random sampling technique. A researcher's
self-developed questionnaire on “Factors affecting adult Learners
enrolment in Open Distance learning” was used for data collection
while the data collected form respondents were analyzed using
descriptive statistics together with percentages, mean, mode and.
frequencies and the reliability of 0.82 was obtained which made the
questionnaire reliable enough for the study. Data were analyzed using
simple percentages, mean, mode and SPSS. Findings revealed that
economic factors (cost of the programme, loan facilities, and cost
effectiveness of the programme), learners' characteristic, availability
of learning materials (text books, library, conducive and classroom),
and affordability of the programme (cost effectiveness, cost of the
If>r0gra.mme and availability of government funds) are the major
clors motivating adult learners to enrol in distance learning
gfolgfanune in the metropolis. The study recommended that provision
*amers support services (trained lecturers, qualified counsellors
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and support staff) should be made available
learming materials, provision of soft lo g :
i ¢ ans, with | Provig;,
should be available for the interest of adult learn OWer inteye.,
to sustained learners interest in the programme ers in

Keywords: Adult learners, enrolment, open di
[lorin Metropolis pen distance Jegpy,

Ty,
the e &
€ Progrg,
4] -
R

Introduction
Distance education is seen as the education that is provided by
tional face-to-face method, but whose ;:aflr

other than the conven
ble as those of on-campus full time face.1o ;.

similar to and justasno
education. UNESCO (2002) referred to open and distance leamipy,
44

approaches that focus on opening access 10 education and triri,
provision, freeing learers from the constraints of time and place z;

offering flexible learning opportunities t0 individuals and groups o
defined by Yusuf (2006) in Fema;

learners. Distance Jearning as d¢
(2010)isan educational programme designed for those who couldnot
may be for family, financial or som¢ other reasons, attend exisi;
educational institutions 10 acquire learning without necessarl
becoming regular students of such institutions. He stressed (e
distance education is considered as a branch of adult education wher
the clientele may comprise of those who have no exposure of anyki

t of the formal schod

to formal education, or those who droppe Aot
eir formal education

system and those who wish to supplement th ;
ase theiracces

ngn dlS:tance learning helps the adult learners to incre
bec: D HT r§qnities irrespective of geographical Phallengfi
s l:;Se the ﬂCXIblllEy of time, pace and place of study i assur&:l-
respor?s%b'?'nd learning are individualized, and they can ke
o5 ility for their own learning without being affected b
ybody (Saba (2013) and (Zirnkle (2014).
fo &

The enrolm
examined a:crluu?efread““ learners in Tlorin metropolis 1€¢d
learners enrolment are many factors that is influencing the %"
availability of learnin among which includes economic fact®
many more tha, o 15 aterials, affordability of the program™®
Bl thine A learr‘:e;r;cfa:,lle enrolment of adult leamner® in ¥
: ring that their own skills o? :‘;%, to take greater respong,lbll:r)e
sare met, and they ofte? Shn f

in the tosts of j
. investm .
responsibilities affac 11 time
liesaffécted or hi“dereds?,;igqt to have their own per*’
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Adult learners need to enrol for open distance progra L0 12
Lecessity and urgent needs which includes: gramme because of
Provision of academic opportunitie
could not acquire higher education
education system.
. Deliver educational services in a manp

learper-centred'and learner-friendly wh?il:h\iti ﬁ”;‘;f btgmore

reahze'andmotlvatedthatleamingisalifelo affai B Uenw
. Allowing for further studies for those ever:lg\»;it;J r.a —

university education but desiring new kn
specialized skills like computer skl owledge and some

o  Conducting seminars and workshops for private and
government organizations to enhance m
productivity. e
In order to be more relevant and be more effective and dynamic
in life, adult learners need to enrol and bust their morals
(UNESCO, (2002) & Abba, A.Actal (2015).

s for adult learners who
through regular university

Statement of the problem |
It is only through the use of an effective education that a country can

develop from a certain level to another. Similarly, the continuous
demand for higher education in Nigeria has been on increase that
Nigerian Universities cannot accommodate all students who want
higher education through regular programme (Okebukola (2013).
Although, the provision of free and equal education for the citizens at
all levels of education is strictly seen to be the duty and responsibility of
the government, however, the increasing number of students putting in
for admission at the public and State universities has rendered the
universities to become overstretched and unable to accommodate the
qualified candidates for admission. In Ilorin metropolis, there has been
a high demand for second chance education by the working class and
the enrolment trend is not encouraging by the adult learners due fo some
factors which can be economic, affordability and learner's
characteristics. It is on this backdrop that the study seeks o ssess the
factors affecting the enrolment of adult learners in open distance

education in Ilorin Metropolis.
Purpose of the study | )

The main objective of the study is to establish the factors affecting adult
learners' enrolment in open distance learning programmes in Tlorin
Metropolis. * . - zpecific objectives are to: |

S— |
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{. Determine how adult learners' characterigj (
' : § (se
status and age) affect learners' enrolment in distance M
Carmiy,

in Ilorin metropolis. \
2. Find out the extent to which adult learners have |
books, library and conducive classrooms and ho\:ctESs lolg,
enrolment of adult learners to distance leamin ¢ affy,
metropolis. 81 Iy,
3. Investigate the extent to which cost of the programm |
facilities and cost effectiveness of the programme affe’ctﬁ
enrolment of adult learners 10 distance learning in flps,

métropolis. .
4. Assess the extent (0 which learners' support services (traine
lecturers, qualified counsellors and support staff) affect

enrolment of adult learners into distance learning

progr ammes.

Research Questions
In order to achieve the stated objectives, the research was guided by

the following research questions:
1. How does adult learner
enrolment in distance learning in
2. To what extent does accessibility
enrolment of adult learners to distanc

. metropolis? _
3. Towhatextent does an economic factor affect the enrolmentof

adult learners to distance learning in Ilorin metropolis?

4, To what extent does learners' support gervice atec the
enrolment of adult learners into Distance learnite
programmes?

¢ characteristic affect learners' |
[lorin metropolis?

to learning materials affect
¢ learning in llorn

Significance of the study
This research Wi ; . ,
stai(chrslsdcrs asw:,lelfmwc.le }'ltal information to adult educat®®
metropolis on the ke ft{s Institutions of higher learning in Ilorin
open distance learnin Z ’ l:)cgt::;;ﬂ‘ec;ing adult learners' enrolment if
i : es. It will help i ;
nd n : elp in nto
?'llr):iingl:tfvr;ff ;fsi:r;)lrogvli)ézgir mmes in [lorin m}z:u;;glli??f{‘}?: en;:arch
mportant information to upj i
government, parents and others who utilize thi‘; l;zlfversm.es, the
" s RIOrmation tq e
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. rOVe accessibility into distance learning programme in Ilorin, not

:::ly for adult learners butalso to all students seeking higher education.

Methodology . . . :
Research design ac.iopted is descriptive survey design which was used
(o obtaiD information t:rom the respondents. The design is adopted to
find out factors .aﬁ‘ectmg adult learners' enrolment in open distance
education in Ilorin metropohs: The population of the study comprised
gll the adult learners undergqmg distance education in the four local
overnment areas suchas Ilorin West, Ilorin South, Ilorin East and Asa
Local Government Areas. The sample comprised 120 adult learners
(30 respondents from each of the fqur local government areas in Ilorin
metropolis) were selected .thoug.h sm?ple random sampling technique.
A well-structured questionnaire titled: Factors Affecting Adult
Learners Enrolment in Open Distance Education In Ilorin Metropolis
(FAALEODLIM and constructed in a four-point Likert rating scale
was used to obtain data. Data obtained were analysed using frequency

countsand simple percentages.

Findings and Discussion of findings

Research Question One
How do adult learners' characteristics affect learners' enrolment in

distance learning in Ilorin metropolis? Tables 1, 2, and 3 show the
percentage distribution of the respondents by gender, marital status,

and age.

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Gender

Gender Frequency Percentage (%)
Male 72 69.9

Female 31 30.1

Total 103 100.0
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Table 2: Distribution 0
' Marital Status Frequency Per Centag .

Married 30 - 3191

Single 73 9

Total 103 100.0

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Age

Age (years) Frequency Percentage (%)

18-21 28 27.2

22-25 23 22.3

26-30 29 28.2

31-35 24 23.3

Total 103 100.0

From results obtained in table I, a common characteristic of
~ respondents in this study which is gender showed that the number of

males [72(69.9%)] who enrolled for distance learning Education, was
a bit higher than the number of females [31(30.1%]. Also, results fr ol
table 2 revealed that 29.1% of the respondents were married and this
shows that distance learning encourages willing adults who have
family commitments. Respondents are well represented almos!
equally in all the age groups between 18 — 35 years as shown in table
3. These imply that distance education has been found to be of help i

achieving education regardless of age or family commitment

e
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ple 4: pistribution of Respondents' Opini
T n

ich Accesmblllt}: to Learning Materia{)s lxll?fzc‘:lltl:h;)EXtent -

of Adult Learners into Distance Learning Prog,.amfne:rolment

Ta

Jtems ¥e S F P
F(%) F(%) F(° 0
availabilty of Text books 29(282)  219) n( (13 7 6F : /so)
Availability of c.halrs and tables 30(29.1) 13(12.6) 27(26.2) 33(3;‘(2))
Availability of library 47(45.6) 4(3.9) 15(14'6) 37:45'6;
ive classrooms  38(36.9) 5(4.9) 17(16.75) 43(41.7)

Availability of conduc
Availability of laboratories

Availability of audio-visual aids
Availability of stationeries

34(33.0) 43.9) 30(29.1) 35

. (34.0
30(29.1) 35(34.0)  18(17.5) 20(19.4;
15(14.6) 14(13.6)  26(252) 48(46.6)

Results from table 4 show that:

Ratings Frequency Percentage (%)
VS 31 30.0

S 10 10.0

r 21 20.0

p 41 40.0

Total 103 100.0

hat 40% of the respondents ar very
bility to learning materials and this
It learners into distance learning
ndents are not satisfactory

Results from table 4 shows t
satisfactory with their accessi
affects the enrolment of adu
programme. Likewise, 60% of the respo

withaccessibility to learning materials.

Research Question Three
To what extent do economic factors affect the enrol
leamners to distance learning in Ilorin

—
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ffecting /375" 2 ra State, Niger
0 F actors aM tropolis, Ifwara State, Nigena S T Leapn:
l;abllg lg:ﬂﬂpi;tributwn of Respondents’ Opjp; “hing Prg
hic Economic Factors Affect the E"m'menotn on g N

;:;to pistancé [earning Programmes of A duﬁ Ex'en
ea. L1,
§ SA A "‘fnt’:

The cost of the programme 15 23223)  4524) 14((10) Pﬁ/
Y

ffordable to all | N
zo q facilities ¢ available 0 6(5.8) 201 . iy
mmeé 8)

gtudents for the progr o
Cost effectivencs® of the programme 16(155)  32503) 219, )
makes it attracti tudents. 0 ' Iy lig
There IS availability of govemment : (10.7) 8563 -
funds to the students (@

that 52.4% and 50.5% of th
(s from table 5 shows ! e respo

Reilg dsthat the cost of the programme 15 affordable to all an‘:idents

: e makes it attractive to the smdgox

nts

ctiveness 0
effe qother factor that affect enrolment of adult leam
ram in Ilorin metropolis is availability ;:

nt funds to students in which 39.8% ang4
reed to their availability. This factor
gramme.

into distance Jearning
Joan facilities and governme

56.3% of the respondents disag
may not attract adult learners into the pro

Research Question Four .
How does learners' support Service affect the enrolment of adult
learners into Distance learning programmes?

ts' Opinion on How Learners
ment of Adult Learners into

* Table 6: Distribution of Responden '
Sl.lpport Services Affect the Enrol
Distance Learning Programmes

Items I‘Yi S F P
Trained lecturers o % 4 .y
26252)  62(60.2) 9(8.7)  6(59)
Qualificd counsellors ~ 3231.1)  49(47.6)  10(9.7) 12 (11.7)
Support staffs | |
9084)  54(524)  1817.5) 12(11.7)
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table 6 shows that 60.2% of the respondents are satisfied

Rcsults. Od |ecturers that are present in the programme, th;s: is one of
Wit 1nCC " tant learners' support services. Another important
he ch’ a5 ort service is the avallgblhty of qualn.ﬁed cgunsellors,
jearners su respondents are also satisfied w1th' their services, These
9f /o ve the enrolment of adult learners into distance learning
factors m}: r(;s qualified counsellors are a}ble to guide students on
pro course 10 study, also presence of trained lecturers attract more

ich
;Z::ﬂers to the programme.

indings
Disc“s:is‘t’;’b?ifsll:gdflrzia the findings Fhat 30% of the resppndents are
]t was tisfactory with their accessibility to learning tpaterlals and t.hxs
very 52 the enrolment of adult learners into distance learning
affect e. Likewise, 40% of the respondents are satisfactory with
prog! ibility to learning materials. However, some respondents were
a‘.’cet?sﬁed with the inadequacy and inaccessibility to . learning
dlsfar;als, Saba (2013) argued that provision of learning materials was
matifnely and irregular, materials provided were outdated and of low-
uzality forcing students to incur extra expenses by purchasing new
?elevant study materials. According to Sachanna (2002) in Daniel
(2015), distance learners access reading materials in different ways,
they use a variety of means such as printed material, manuals mediated
by technology using different kinds ot: media e.g. radio, internet,
telephone among others to access learning materials. This was also
accompanied by unavailability of steady internet infrastructure in
some centres that necessitated the purchase of modems to enable
student's access internet.

0., PhD, Ambali, T. T.PhD, NOIBL, T.O.and LAWAL,R.O.131

From the study, most of the respondents agreed that the cost of the
programme is affordable to all and cost effectiveness of the programme
makes it attractive to the students respectively. This is line with
Okgbukola (2013) submission that the cost of the programme is
avoidable and this should be an encouragement for all to learn. Another
factor that affects enrolment of adult learners into distance learning
program in Ilorin metropolis is availability of loan facilities and
f:sveménent ﬁ'mds to students in which only few percentages of the
mop?? ents disagreed to their availability. Findings also show that

 learners depended on sorts cooperatives loans to finance their
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reason was that majority of the a4
ult |

studies. The rea ;
sible for their family up keep like ¢q,,. - ers
C are

and are respon
their earnings ar€ no :
- t adequate (o . 'ON.fo, My,

and shelter
education and they had to struggle to make \
financeé distance education. Most of the respon ;nds eetf9r d‘isealth |
university does not provide fundinif ;‘ndicaltedorder
0

govemment or ; )
earners w.

stance learn ich make payment hardrms 0 f]:)ha( “l:

On lhe R anso

bursary 10 di .
ing to P1tyan (2014), soft loans which ¢

to learn€rs were not available because small perCentaan be Ofag Sl'n ng s:
:« a]Jotted O education and even to distance ed ge Ofgove's‘ance

t the influence of learn ers?::;;;n- ""nem

ort S

ought to find out the
¢ adult learners into distance learning. Th. oM
h the Jearners' support . e lhe fi..

i e Provide:inix;?ﬁs

£

established that althoug
most of the respondents are satisfieq v,
it improves the interest of the adult 1eamerwlth th

support s¢ :
e and also 1t makes them have the sense of belongjn, 1
imited and needs t0 be improved. &Ing by

Ces

Conclusion |
This research work has dug into the factors affecting adult leamerg
en distance education Ilorin metropolis. Iy ris

open distance education in “0ri§

enrollment in OP
g greatly because of the public

discovered that enrollment into OP€
metropolis by adult learners is improvin

notion trending in . sector that Distance Education has
become paramount as an a i thod of course delivery being |

used by tertiary colleges and Universities as they expand access to
higher Education a International level (NUC,

¢ both the National and
(2011) and Msweli (2012). It is from the findings that

_ also drawn
distance learning has taken advantage of the growing the
Technological advancemen despread of ICT

. . t and the increasing wi
mfrast{ucture to increase the interest and enrolment of adult learners in
open distance education inl ‘

lorin metropolis.
Is, the flexibility

sionof adequate
unsellors has

AI;o,ffthe imp.roved‘accessibility to learning materia
?:a affordability of the cost of education, and the provi
als:;nf;sa nggort services like qualified facilitators and co
learners do v\?::tsdtl;t:::; :zagslzl% a.nd better option that the adult
o lonabibs : ¢ improvemen 1 on.

uttress with some scholars that they will :3: grtlhirexlcrei(tiilgzt;n

e
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5 10 enroll by adult learners for open distance education
v co“’?gzeom; Adesoye & Amusa, 2011;andNMG (2017).

o
dations o it
Reco® e: o distance institutions should work towards the provision

0 f effective learning materials to the adult learners s0 as not to

" ee them discouraged halfway in the programme.

2 ovement should be made on learner support services as
() ihn;p(rmcs available are too minimal to cater for the different
[earner characteristics. | |
The government should develop good modality on educational
Joans to distance learners at lower interest rates than banks or
cooperatives. This will allow many to join as the programmes
would become more affordable. o

iv)Since the importance of internet cannot be over-emphasised in
v the delivery of distance education services, availability of
advanced ICT knowledge should be given to the adult learners

at the subsidies rate.

i
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