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1ct

ure-based English language curriculum especially where the literature content is diverse, robust and vibrant
nd to enhance the English Language competence by learners because man as a social animal deploys
1ge in every day situation and affair. The notion that language is employed to do things, and that the meaning
yrms used to achieve such task is largely premised on the social-cultural context has made it worthy of
igh investigation, discussion and interpretation. This is premised on the manifestation of man'’s social-cultural
» and thoughts. The study therefore pragmatically analyses the poem “if I were Olédiimaré” to reflect the-
s in the society and how some individuals would have dealt with recalcitrants, and the wicked souls in the
y. The poem “If I were Olédimare” is written in line form, and it serves as the primary source of data using
natics tools such as assertives, commissives, declaratives, directives and expressives. The finding of the study
ites that the use of commissive and expressive speech acts have 15 frequencies representing 30% each, next to
ommissive and expressive acts in ratio of occurrence are assertive and expressive acts with 8 frequencies
senting 16% each while directive speech act has 4 frequencies representing 8%. Inferences are drawn from the
ssion of the study thus concluding that the poem shows a set of heterogeneous illocutionary acts of
nissives, expressives, assertives, declaratives and directives in order of frequencies. It could therefore be
luded that the pragmatic analysis of the poem checkmates and shows the excesses and tyrannical nature of
le (rulers) and the would-be-consequences that would be meted out to the wicked if human beings were to be
Dlédiumare, the Supreme God.

pords: “Olédiimare”, Cosmology, Socio-cultural, Minstrelmorality, Prodigy, Glimpse and Vengeful face

oduction

‘ners in schools and colleges must be equipped with English language competence and strong awareness if they
to effectively and efficiently use English for oral and written communications within and outside the school
em (Onukaogu, 2002). Onukaogu admits further that English language competence gives students mastery of the
lish grammar i.e. linguistic competence and competence in the appropriate use of English grammar i.e.
imunicative competence. This implies that English language awareness would enable students to intellectually
son regarding English grammar or system and enhance their effective evaluation of oral or written
amunication in order to see whether it is in line with standard usage (Thomas in Onukaogu, 2002). Thomas
nes that besides, English language competence would enhance their reflective and critical thinking so that they
| be effective in that creative and be effective in their creative and critical use of English. Onukaogu (2000)
itends that a literature-based English language curriculum especially where the literature content is diverse, robust
1 vibrant is bound to enhance the English language competence. In line with the above assertion, Olaleye (2015)
irms that man as a social animal deploys language in every day situation and affair. The notion that language is
1ployed to do things, and that the meaning and forms used to achieve such task is largely premised on the social-
Itural context has made it worthy of thorough investigation, discussion and interpretation. This is premised on the
anifestation of man’s social-cultural beliefs and thoughts.

laleye contends further that it is quite impossible to divest man of his thoughts, beliefs and the milieu in which he
ves and finds himself. By implication, all these have effects on what man is, and what he eventually becomes in his
ilieu. Reflecting man in his milieu has as its main drive towards the reflections and happenings in his society. 1t I8
\erefore very imperative at this point to stress that literature cannot be divorced from man, his culture and language,
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knowing full well that Whenever a discussion is made about man, literature, language and culture are alwayg
involved.

Literature could be a drama, poetry or prose piece, and in whatever genres any literature work is written, j
essentially captures the reality of human experiences via its employment of various aesthietics, such as language,
plot, and characterisation, among others. This statement affirms that all the genres of liter-ature are appendages of

Ayeleru (2012), poetry, the thrust of this study is a work of art which is characteris;d by the presence of
imagination, emotion, truth, sense of expression and concrete language expressed rhythmiically. Ayeleru stresses

further that it is a tool that is employed by man to express feelings and thoughts, divided into stanzas, lines or verses .

to concretise ideas using figurative language, among others. Similarly, Bala (2011) affirms that poets often have
different things to say and they use language skilfully, artistically and aesthetically to con-vey their messages. The
form of artistic language used by poets has often repelled the interest and attitude of some people in societjeg
generally.

Pragmatics

The term pragmatics according to Thomas (1995) and Adegbija (1999) came into being as a reaction to the polemics
from the inadequacies of semiotics, semantics and sociolinguistics in handing meaning related philosophies. Morris
(1938)says pragmatics deals with the biotic aspects of semiotics i.e. with all the psychological, biological and
sociological phenomena which occur in the functioningof signs. Lawal (2003) avers that pragmatics is the study of
how context influences our interpretation of utterances i.e. the linguistics of utterances. In another development
Adegbija (1999) succinctly sees pragmatics as the study of language use in particular comumunicative contexts or
situations. Allan (1986) sees pragmatics as the study of interactional meaning, while Adegbija (1999) views it as the
study of linguistic acts and the contexts in which they are performed, to mention but a fevy definitions. However,
among the several definitions of pragmatics, we shall employ the one that defines pragmatics as the study of deixis
(at least in part), implicature, presupposition, speech acts and aspects of discourse structure. This definition has a
broad scope and thus appears suitable for an analysis of poetry.

Theoretical Perspective of the Study

Yule (2002) posits that language users employ language in diverse ways to achieve different objectives and goals,
and that the use of language is dynamic. Based on this assertion, it is the dynamism associated with language that
gives poets the opportunity to make the utmost use of poetic license, Poetry is an aspect of literature that creates the
platform for the manipulation and domestication of language. In their own contributions, Crystal (1987) and
Odebumi (2006) submit that context is the spine of meaning and the environment in which communication takes
place. Similarly, Lawal (1995) identifies contexts is terms of linguistic, situational, psychological, social,
sociological and cosmological. The linguistic context is the relationship that exists among words in an utterance;
situational context relates to the topic of the discourse and the factors of the physical event which include concrete
objectives, persons and locations; psychological context refers to the background of the mood , attitudes and
personal beliefs of the language user; social context is connected with interpersonal relations among interlocutors;
sociological context explains or describes the socio-cultural and historical settings of environment; while the
cosmological context seems to be the broadest because it refers to the language users worldview and the implicit
references to the world or aspect of it, and certain universally established facts.(Ayodabo, 2012).

expressed. Similarly, Austin (1962) avows that language is deployed for diverse uses such ag rebuking, W?r”ing
commending, commanding, ete. Austin categorises speech act types into locution, i
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iwa'ys' , ’[the poem “If T were Olédimare” is written in line for.m, and the poem fiﬁic: t;ls 'Fh_c primary sou '

i The “Olédimare” (Olédumare is the Supreme Being in Yoruba cultural belief) |

: f TwereOlédumare”

en,iit | Truth would be constant

uage, And justice instance,

ies of | Liars would bleed to death

itis Through their mouth

ngto | Andcorpses would be revived,

e of | Armed with the butcher’s sward

4
esses To hack down the murdering maniac
erses 1 :
have Jwould fling gates wide-open :

The To let out villagers r
eties | Fromcages of fear and illusion,
Mount in village squares
Giant screens
On which the secrets of savage cults
mics Would be unveiled
orris To bear to rustic eyes
and "~ | To private sins of pious chieftains
yof 1.
nent . Before casting them into bonfires
sor Fuelled with the spoils of plunder
tthe | Theywould be stripped nude
VT, Dragged along bumpy-dusty reads,
ixis - | Onwhich they flaunt their sleek horses,
a2 | Theircrowns and costumes
| Andthe props of thejr palaces
Heaped into the furious flame.
» Their queens,
- als, .
that Emergency minstrels of morality,
the . Would be shocked into trance
nd And self-confession of treachery
kes gl
ial,
;c; 0 Befqre tl'ley would be forced to follow
ol The trgglc trial of tyrants.
';Sé - Iwould transform.into cold statues
| Fo': Mooges and siblings of misrule
|- oroffspring born and unborn
0 leam;land recall forever
] I\veoz?;rse and cost of complicity
ife even make

royal children,
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Aged but undying
The supreme is the Fullness
Pardon me Oléduimare

The sacrilege of'seeing, You
Through thijs labyrinth of blasphemy

of Excellence,

Just our passionate plea,

Prodigy:

Adjourn reason,

The rule less

Suspend no more

Judgment for the just

Those monsters and their minstre[s
May glimpse your vengeful face
And drift less to doom deferred.

Int’crpretation of the Poem “If I were Olédiimare” ;

Olédimare, God, the Supreme Being in Yoruba belief, if the writer were the Supreme Being, lies wouyld not be
allowed anywhere in the entire universe, while the tenet of justice will reign supreme. But conversely, where |ias
show their recalcitrant intent, they would be made to pay the supreme price. And that the innocent dead ones ghy|

be revived and be made to avenge their killing using dreadful killing machetes. If the writer were Olédumarg, the - -

Supreme Being, he would cause complete freedom for all against lies, fears, corruption, misdemeanor; he woylg
make open the secrets of the oppressors and tyrants. If the writer were Olédamaré, he would nicked, humiljate gnd

disgrace the oppressors and tyrants before he puts them in the hell fire for torture and condemnation withoy -
considering their affluence and personalities, all their belongings, powers, charming wives and prides would b -

valueless and would be all gone, the action which would appear to them as magic or impossible adventure. A drean
as they would assume the whole handiwork of the writer who assumes if he were Olédumare, the oppressors and
tyrants would then tend to regret and confess their misdemeanors, but it would have been too late for such an act,
and so, would have to go the doom way. If the writer wereOlédiimare, the Supreme Being, he would make the
images of the oppressors and tyrants and their sycophants mockingly for generations to see as deterrent for
generations. By so doing, the writer, if he were Oldédiimare, would make the children of the pious ones to have good
living as against the lives of the children of the wicked. il

But, the Supreme Being, the Omnipresent, the Omniscience (and other attributes), judges and deals with man with
patience, sympathy and empathy, for He is ever forging. However, when the writer realises that he is just.an
ordinary immortal, and that his overzealousness makes him ruthless in Jjudging other fellow man, he then shqws
remorse, tenders apologies to the Supreme Being. Pleading to the Supreme Being for his ruthlessness, t.he wiler
became sober and very remorseful, as such, relying on God, Olédumare, TheSupreme Being for supreme judgment

for people especially the righteous.

Pragmatic Instruments

Kempson (1977) espouses that pragmatics is expected to be the explanation of how it is that speakers of @1y

language can use the sentence of that language to convey messages which do not bear any relation to the lmgl”s'.‘-f
content of the sentence . In line with the above, the speech act theory developed by Austin (1962) is very relcvane
because it deals with how to do things with words. This speech act theory was a reaction against ordinary languii
of philosophers who uphold the semantic “truth condition” that is inadequate for explaining s.pealfer or Ufger’a I
meaning. Austin is usually reported to have distinguished between causatives and performative in his Work.

. . ive as e?[!
lending a voice to Austin, Thomas (1995) is of the view that statements too are seen to have a performativ éﬁgﬂ s
y statement and the & 0o

and what is now important is distinguishing between the truth condition aspect of an
performs between the meaning of the speakers’ words and their illocutionary forces.

expositives, while Searle’s (1969) categorisation is based on the deficiencies discovered 'm't;,hgve st
classification, However, Ayodabo (2012) and Levinson (1983) contend that Searle (1969) came up sviheir
of representatives, directives, commissives, expressive and declaratives,with other sub-categories an

eoe ald.
. . ) . . v . el hav]tlves o
Austin’s (1962) classifications are in the categories of verdictives, executives, commissives, be “Austin’s

- And just

-+ Liars we

e corp:

*wide op
- rustic ey
= would br
- costume
2. would b
- mortals -
“ me, Olé
““adjourn |

:A;The Cos
"“The sogi
“thorougt
. the coun
. This is ¢
- Spoils of
. horses, 11



https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

: WrERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ADVANCED RESEARCH VOL. 1, NO. 2 DECEMBER, 2021
( I MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES (JARMS), ISSN 2756-4444

E-ISSN 2756-4452

==

defmition& Any utterance is either making assertion or performing actions, as such, Lawal’s poem xf I were
Olédmnaré” contains utterances that are germaned on constatives and performatives. All the consta'tl\‘/es an’ii
formatives used in the poem give insight to what would have been the author’s action “If he were O.lod_umar.é .
| prawing intention and inference from the poem, the intention represents both the search procedure and'Jus'tlﬂcatlon
used by the write thus making his listeners or readers to identify the writer’s illocutionary intent, while inference
fom the poem represents the locutionary intent of the writer. The intention and inference of the poem led to the
Percautionnry intent or response as evident in the poem.

Analysis of the Poem “If I were Olédamare” o
The poem “1f I were Olodumare” by Lawal’s Melodreams is the source of data for the study. The poem 1 written in
gx stanzas from where twenty (20) utterances were picked for analysis because these utterances have at least one or

more speech act forms.

Contexts

Departing from the surface structure of linguistic trends where illocutionary acts are examined, context is a'level of
deep structural interpretation of meaning. The study under context, examines the situational, psychologltcal and
social contexts related especially regarding their relevance to the analysis of the poem under study. It is pertinent to
methodologically group them together for the purpose of situating the speech within a concentric nexus of meaning
relations. In line with the above, Lawal (2003) agrees that language and contexts are intricately interwoven and that
apiece of language can create its own context(s) and conversely contain contexts of social interaction which tend to
predetermine their own language forms. A poetic intent such as one in this study has peculiar registers. These
registers (linguistic choices) differ from other macro-speech act contexts such as a family setting, market scene,
church/mosque worship service or garage scene. The context of the poem“If I were Olédumaré” is socio-cultural.
The writer mentions:

“If] were Olédumare”

Truth would be constant

And justice instance

Liars would bleed to death

"._,.corpses would be revived, armed with butcher’s sward, ...hack down the murdering maniac, I would fling gates
\wdfa open, to let out villagers from cages of fear and illusion, mount in village squares giant screens, to bear to
rustic eyes to private sins of pious chieftains, before casting them into bonfire fuelled with the spoils of plunder, they
would be stripped nude, dragged along humpy-dusty roads, on which they flaunt their sleek horses, their crowns and
costumes and the props of their palaces heaped into the furious flame, would be shocked to trance, ...before they
would be forced to follow the tragic trails of tyrants, ...his benevolence, Olédumare judges silently, and allows
:\Zﬂglls’(t; the ‘tug cease].essly at the .lasting rope ofhis.patienc.e, ubiquitous but unseen, aged but undying, pardon
e e B g ey 1 PRSI retie
_ : judge.

Th: S:s_m‘ologicnl and Socio-cult.urnl'Contexts of “If I were Olédumare”
| orou;}ify ;:)(::rt;ixntegf thek?c')em' is said to be unc_ierstood as explained earlier. But the cosmological context if
e SOty S wou hJustlfy the present socio-cultural trends in the entity we call Nigeria. Cosmologically,
i e geria has socxo-pol1tlco-c%1ltural meted out to her citizens by her leaders, the corrupt leaders.
in stanza III references made in the poem “...before casting them into bonfires Fuelled with the

$p0ils of plunder, tt i
h lunder, they would be stripped nude, dragged along humpy-d i i
'8¢5, their crowns and costumes and the pops of their palaceg”. Bty TRl oh‘ihich they Eaunt Hlc ies

Lingyist:

';E;llmc Context and Deixis
i 0et’s choice of i i
"P‘fances it w\;/:[r:; ;scbased on the-see.mm_g trend of tyrannical ways of life of leaders. The poet uses such
B Pibisuge tpo s onstant, and justice instance, liars would bleed to death through their mouth in stanza
; personal deixis used to perform commissive acts (commitments)

Pee
In Spce};c‘;c: ?t‘l‘;ucture of “If I were Olédiimare”
h act theory, Searle (1979) posit i i
Oty idons  posits tha_t any utterance is either making assertion o j
ified utterances exemplify constatives and performatives. Searle t%mh;.r classit;ezc;;g::l:}:na%tchri?g iﬁ\:l;he

(arms) 21

CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL (o)

F ADVANCED RESEARCH VOL. 1, NO. 2 DECEMBER, 37y,
!N MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES (177RmS), ISSN 2755.35,
E-ISSN 2756.4,

broad categories as assertives, directives, commissives, expressives and declarativ-es. Assertive Speec
according to Searle, is referred to as representative speech acts because they reflect the speaker’s belief, anq ¢
purpose of assertive class is to commit the speaker to the truth of the expressed proposition. Assertive spee
are statements of fact. Directive speech acts happen when the speaker wants the listener or reader to do somef
a response to information. Commissive speech acts also known as intended acts imply a type of utterance y
speaker makes a commitment to a further cause of action. Commissive speech acts are Characterised by ve

as offer, swear, promise, volunteer, vow, assuring, threats, among others. Expressive speech acts oceur in y
when the speaker expres

verbs like thanks, prom

Rat {h,
hing %

s sycy

ses his or her psychological state to the listener or reader. 'They are altso characterjseq
ises, apologises or welcomes, among other examples, while declarative speech acts apg

means that when declarative speech acts are uttered, perlocutionary effect is immediately felt on the hearer of y,

utterance. They are characterised by verbs such as passing sentences, issuing a warning, inciting, de"l?““g, and |

resigning, among several other verbs in this category.

Presupposition, Implicature and Mutual Contextual Beliefs . ) . PRt

The vgxl-iables l;stedpabove are the necessary background pivots upon which an interpr etatlonT(l)]f theaning in 3
particular context must have, to strengthen all the aforementione_d inferential or utterances. ke \tra;mblcs are
interrelated, but they have to be so identified and brought into this study .beca_use \fvhen a (s:ﬁea deer ei;dess Cenf}]]n
information for granted, he implies more. Interpreting an utterance or implicature correctly dep on the

cosmological knowledge and the mutual contextual beliefs exis.ting between the speak;r andl thfl l;:;zgﬁ; thrﬂt the i«
essence of the information would remain relevant. The implied information then goes through a process :

to be carried out by the listener.

Table 1: Illocutionary Acts from the Poem

here the -

a5y |

h gfk i

Chagy -

Herangey -|%¢

statements that can bring about a change in status or conditions to an object by virtue Of the statement itse]f Thig

ion; Tall Typologies :
— g]i?'zlcltmmg(ﬁizsct A ! C Di Dii E Constatives Performatives

1 Direct Indirect 1 1 Dii E
2 1 1 C E
3 ) ” 11 1 c E
4 » 1 1 1 C, Di E
5 ) . 1 1 1 C, Di E
6 ’ 5 1 1 1 C, Di E
7 ' . 1 1 1 C E
8 ” » 1 1 1 C, Di E
9 a2 ,, 11 1 C E
10 ' - 1 1 C E
11 » 3 1 1 C E
12 » " 1 1 C E
13 i » 1 1 1 C E
14 . 5 1 1 1 C E
15 » » 1 1 1 C E
16 » ’ 1 A

17 » . 1 ] A, Dii

18 » . 1 1 A, Dii

19 ” » 1 1 f\, Dil

20 2 » 1 1 A, Dii

Key: A= Assertives

C= Commissives
Di= Declaratives
Dii= Directives
E= Expressives
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’ ple 2: Fre uencies of Ilocutionary ACts
| Tt ymber” Acts Frequency Percentage (%)

B Resertives 8 16
i ) Commissives 15 30
3 Declaratives 8 6
i Directives 4 8
; jves 15 30
2xpress
: t5] Exp 50 100
ota
' Discussion that the use of commissive and expressive speech acts have 15 frequencies

Analyses in Talzles I and 2 indjcate commissive and expressive acts in ratio of occurrence are assertive and
representing 30@ each, next to the resenting 16% each while directive speech act has 4 frequencies representing
expressive ACtS }V”.h 8 ﬁ:eql{enmes rePo Lawal’s “If I were Olédumare” for using his pragmatic prowess to assert
%, The analysis is indicative of Bay al state of mind. These are possible on the premise of the writer/reader or
some truths, faCES "“:jd ht]s I;S_)'ChOf]‘:]%;csocio-Cultural instance of Nigeria cum the mutual contextual beliefs (MCBs)
ker/listeners’ understanding o
ts}faetaare shared in the typical Nigeria con®™”

- Conclusion ) . p of the study thus concluding that the poem “If I wereOlédumare” by Bayo
Inferences are drawn from the discuss ohetemgeneous illocutionary acts of commissives, expressives, assertives,

Lawal’s Melodreams shows a set O equencies. It could therefore be concluded that the pragmatic analysis of the

| declaratives and directives in order of f es and tyrannical nature of people (rulers) and the would-be-consequences

. poem checkimates an shov«l/s thg T,\;Zeisfhuman beings were to be like Olédiimare, the Supreme God.

* that would be meted out to the wick
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