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sequestration and clean water. Payments for what is called Ecosystem Services (PES) can be beneficial to
poor communities. These incentives mechanisms will go a long way to achieve the desired goal of
biodiversity conservation and poverty reduction to establish property rights, land use conﬂicté«: and trade-
offs as well as management and financing. Simply put, there is need to establish and rcd;bgnize the .
proprietary interest of the local people on the variety of the species and in doing so, the will Emd zeal to
jointly conserve biodiversity will be achieved tremendously : 3
: Significantly, it is also an established fact that the desired goal of biodiversity consetvation and
poverty reduction will be effectively achieved where the management of land and resource use is geared
recognizing people’s rights to land, resources, and ecosystem services. Sharing the benefit§ that arise
from their management with local people is also essential for effective biodiversity consenvation and
poverty alleviation. Emphasis must be made on fostering locally based environmental m nagement,
ensuring access to biodiversity resources, land reforms and the acknowledgment of customary tenure.
Programmes aimed at the protection of biodiversity and the alleviation of poverty need to also pddress th
human rights of all, and those of the poor in particular. Thus, the recent step being taken by the Fede
Government to review the Land Use Act and other property related legislations is a welco
development. |
' In addition, the need to provide for effective and efficient enforcement of the various legisiation
on biodiversity conservation will also enhance in achieving the desired goal of conserving biodiversi
and by implication poverty reduction. It is hope that where defaulters and offenders of Biodiversi
degradation are prosecuted and sanction effectively as required by law, it will serve as deterrent to othe
and eventually reduce poverty through keeping biodiversity safe and clean :
Above all, the institutionalizing of good governance whereby the governed are appreciative of th
style of governance put in place by the government will go a long way to enhancing biodivers
conservation. The State and local governments should stand above board in providing dividend
democracy to the governed through a transparent style of governance. The social menace and mons
called corruption should be combated by all means necessary to achieve the desired goal of consery
biodiversity - ek :




