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HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF NOMADIC-EDUCATION
IN NORTH-CENTRAL NIGERIA: 1988-2011

SAIDU, .A.
Department of Arts Education, Faculty of Education,
University of lorin, Nigeria
Saidu.a@unilorin.edu.ng

Abstract
In a bid to enhance the access of nomads to education and also to translate
into action the philosophy of equality of educational opportunities, the
Federal Government of Nigeria introduced a special education programme
called Nomadic Education in 1986. Following this, all the states of the
Jederation with large concentration of nomadic Fulani were directed by the
Federal Government to launch the programme in their respective states. All
the states in North-central, because they have large population of Fulani,
launched the programme in 1988. This study, therefore, traced the trends in
the historical development of nomadic education in North-central Nigeria:
1988-2011. Specifically, the study analysed trends in the establishment of
nomadic schools in North-central Nigeria from 1988-2011; trends in the
enrolment of pupils in nomadic schools in North-central Nigeria from 1988-
2011; and the challenges facing Nomadic Education in North-central
Nigeriafrom 1988-2011. This study adopted the historical research method,
relying on both primary and secondary sources. The population of the study
comprised all relevant stakeholders in nomadic education programme: the
officials, head teachers and nomads. A tota] number of 974 respondents were
sampled in {hestudy using a multi-stage sampling technique. The researchers
relied on official documents for the generation of data. Also, pro forma and
Challenges of Nomadic Education Questionnaire (CNEQ) were used to
gathefer data for the Study. Test re-test reliability co-efficient of 0.87 was
;‘?;6;2;’ t}ﬁof;?NE; %e 7;?5 jaz‘a obrc;ined were analysed using the percentage.
number‘Of Nomadic Schgo?fv?af\? d* f}}: gl s R MR
enrolment rate of nomadic SCZ;: 10 ” b ra’ Nigeria from 1.988.—20”’. e
1988 and 2011 fluctuoos 0oL pupils in Norrh.-centraf Nigeria berween
hi Juctualed, reaching its lowest level i | 988 (1,614 pupils) and
ighest level in 2007 (78,639 i7c) - : 3
NS sl _ ~ pupils); teachers' truancy, inadequate
pervision, cultural issues, irrelevant cypricyl - of interest in
schooling on the part of nemad s curricutum, lacks of interest 1
nomadic setting, inaee 144s, tnadequate infrastructural Jfacilities n
’ quate funding, and lack of cooperation between the
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nomads and the host community were some of the challenges faced b
Nomadic Education in Novth Central Nigeria. Based op the findin Sc; A
recommended that government should make adequate pm"ii,on H}as
infrastructural facilities, such as boreholes, stock routes and so on ?;
nomadic settings. Government should also embark on constant awareness
campaign to encourage and sustain the enrolment in nomadic schools.

Introduction

Nomads are groups of people who frequently move from one place to
another in search of means of livelihood. These groups of people, particularly
the pastoral Fulani nomads, do not have permanent settlement; rather they
wander from one location to the other in search of good pasture and water for
their animals. Wambai (2007) asserted that pastoral Fulani nomads, at times,
move in order to avoid disease-infected areas with a view to keeping their
herds and themselves safe from attack. According to Ezeomah (2000),
frequent movements of the nomads are hinged on some factors which include
a desire for independence and freedom from the interference and supervision
by the sedentary authorities. Nigeria has two broad categories of nomads,
namely the pastoralists and the migrant fishermen. The pastoral category
whose population is estimated at about 6.5 million is made up of the Fulani
(5.3 million), the Koyam (32,000), the Badawi (20,000) and the Dark Buzzu
(15,000). The rest of the pastoralists are found mainly in the Borno plains and
the shores of Lake Chad (National Commision for Nomadic Education, 2010).
According to Osokoya (2010), the literacy rate among the pastoralist nomads

Wasvery low. It stood at 0.02 percent.

. The migrant fishermen are mainly found
fIverine and the river basin areas of the country (Osokoya, 2010)
fate of the migrant fishermen in Nigeria was 2.0 percent (O;okoya, 0 are
This simply implies that the two categories of nomads In N:ig'eneople
_edugationally disadvantaged. Out of the estimated 9.3 million nomaT ic ph :
mNigeria, 3.1 million are children of school age (Osokoya, 2010) [ education
Participation of the nomads in the existing formal and non—fondnf}) o percent
Programmes i low, with a literacy rate of 0.2 percent anc =

. f
. : .+ ation of the children ©
-Pectively. The major reasons for the poor parthlpatlﬂnl iified by scholars

‘8erian nomads in the western type of education as idet nd
pe o : 1998) a
glch 45 Ezeomah (1982), Junaid (1987), Tahir (1991), Umat |
| Sokoya (2010) are: _ hot‘wateraﬂdpasmre
theircomtantmigrationq/ movements in search o ™ t fishermen,
: . E ge of migran

Inthe case of pastoralists and fish in the ca

in the Atlantic coastline, the
2008). The literacy
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the centrality of child labour ir} the.production $'y§tem, thus making it
extremely difficult to allow their children to participate fully in forma]

schooling, _ .

iii the irrelevance of the school curriculum which is tailored to meet the
needs of sedentary groups but however, ignores the functional needs of
nomadic people, ) )

v their physical isolation since they operate 1n largely 1naccessible
physical environments and

v land tenure system that makes it difficult for nomads to acquire land
and settle in one place.

However, in order to redress the illiteracy level among the nomadic
population of Nigeria, the government introduced a special education
programme called Nomadic Education. The educational programme,
according to Iro (2006), has three broad goals: to raise the living standard of
the nomadic community; to harness the potentials of the nomads and to bridge
the literacy gap between the Fulani and the rest of the society.

In consonance with Article 26 of the United Nation's (1984) Universal
Declaration on Human Rights that “everyone has the right to education”,
Nigerian government has committed itself to literacy enhancement of the
nomads (Ahmed,1999). The National Policy on Education (2004) stresses that
‘edupation is the birth right of every child, and it should be brought close to the
environment of the child. The policy enjoins that whenever possible,
arrangements will be made for the children of nomads to assist their parents in
(Iro, 2006). The 1999 co?s?t?? il_omati}c settings to make them stay on the job
ensures fair learning o orltl 10_1:_ . T1\'"hgena deman.d.s e government
submitted that wander ppl‘ umues for all her citizens. Aminu (1991)

ering clans of Nigerian cattle rearers are as much a part of

Nigeria as any major tribe. Therefore it ; :
) 90 i ore, 1t 1s only right t joy the
same rights and privileges as the rest citizens. i S e

1i
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ational Commission for Nomadic Educ

progﬁf"l]mdei:}],“]z)?cree 41 of December 12", 1989 to ¢ y
eStabhsﬁhe children of Nigerian nomads (Ahmed, 1
neefli ?‘unctioning in January 1990 with 206 schools,
Ez%‘;lcrs. Ninety-seven (97) of the schools had permanent building while the
rest of the schoo'ls operated on temporary structures or under the treeg. Some
schools had furniture; others ur;f:(l mats. The schools taught modified curricyla
in English. Arithmetic, Social Studics, and Primary Science developed by the
Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto (Lar, 1997). In order to adapt to the
work rhythms, nomadic schools run morning and afternoon shifts so that the
children can rotate between herding and schooling (Iro, 2006).

With the official launching of the Nomadic Education Programme by
the Federal Government, all the states of the federation with considerable
number of Nomadic Fulani were directed by the Federal Government to
launch the programme in their respective states (Lar, 1989). Following this
directive, most states in North Central Nigeria, because they all have large
concentration of nomads, quickly commenced efforts at launching the
programme in their respective states. For instance, it was reported by Lar
(1989) that Platcau State Government heeded promptly to the directive by the
Federal Government by making serious effort to launch the programme in the
state. The same was also reported by Na'Allah (1991) that the Kwara State
Government through State Ministry of Education immediately entered into
dialogues with two Fulan associations in the state, namely, Maiyetti Allah
Cattle Breeders Association and MacDuranake Allah Jamu's Fullo

-;SSOCiation, to ensure the successful implementation of the programme in the
late, -

ion (NCNE) was
ater for the educationa]
999). The Commission

1,500 studentg and 499

Consequently, most state governments in North Central Nigeria

launcheg the programme in their respective states in 1988 (Ezeomah, 1988).
hkjrcf(}re, it could be understood from the foregoing that the year 1988 was a
oo landmar jn the history of nomadic education in North Central Nigeria
i{;ail:f'fe the programme was launched in most states in the zone_in 1‘988. T{hus%
thi Stugffned the commencement date of th_is study. The lcr.mm_atlol? )de{ tl)n
energ] )i 2011, wag chosen because of its significance to ngcnan_‘ tstffr:\“ic
g”""&rm.n N 2011, there was a change in government. The d.m;clu\r':ﬂg
201 T]em.poodluck Jonathan Administration, came into pOW:)[: u: : zalfed
_ Umf Goodluck Administration launched a policy pa%a%;:oml ted
Louatm” A.gcnda_ By this, the Administra@on hoped EO tr-d?'im s
ve iry Using thirteen key areas as the Sprmgbourd,. educa lh' e
'€ main purpose of this study was to trace the his
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development of nomadic education in North Central, Nigeria from 1988.

2011. The study was specifically carried out to analyse the:

trends in the establishment of nomadic schools in North Central Nj geria

from 1988-2011; o _ .

b. trends in the enrolment of pupils in nomadic schools in North Central
Nigeria from 1988-2011; o

c¢.  challenges facing nomadic education in North Central Nigeria from
1988-2011 and

a!

d. administration of nomadic education in North Central Nigeria from
19882011
Research Questions

In order to give direction to this study, the following research questions were

raised and answered:

1. What were the trends in the establishment of nomadic schoolsin North
Central Nigeria from 1988 t02011?

2. What were the trends in the enrolment of pupils in nomadic schools in
North Central Nigeria from 1988 t0 20117

3. Whatwere the challenges facing nomadic education in the North Central
Nigeria from 1988 t0 20117

4. How was Nomadic Education administered in North Central Nigeria
from 1988 t0 20119
Methodology

A historical research method was adopted for this study. This 18
becausg the researcher investigated and explained past events concerning
nomadic education in Nigeria. This is to have a better understanding of the
present and lpake a reliable prediction of the future. According to Osokoya
( 1396), }}1stor1cal research involves investigating, recording, analysing and
:zaiﬁzelt:nlg fthle‘ events of thg past for the purpose of making generalisations
s at'e P lljl in understanding the_])ast, the present and to a limited extent, I

pating the future. The population of the study comprised all the officials

education, the headmasters/teachers of
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nomadic schools in North Cen’tra]‘ Nigeria, Coordinators/
Nomadic Educatloq Programme In both State Ministries of Bidiisat:

State Universal Basic Educatlon Boards in all the States that consticti1 ttlon oo
Central Nigeria including Federal Capital Territory, Aby e Nortl

. . .. : ja. Also, men
the recognised Fulani associations in North Central, Nigeria i.¢ I\}[l:?s;af
Allah Cattle Breeders Association and Nomadic Fulani Developlien;

Association of _Ni geria (NOJ_: DAN) cgnstituted the target population of this
study. A multi-stage sampling technique was employed for the selection of
the sample needed for the study. The first stage was stratified sampling
technique used to group the target population into the officials of Nomadic
Education Programme (policy Makers), the Head teachers/teachers of
nomadic schools (implementers) and nomads (beneficiaries). The second
stage involved the use of purposive sampling technique to select all the 143
officials of Nomadic Education in North Central Nigeria. The third stage was
the use of simple random sampling technique to select 256 out of 655 head
teachers of nomadic schools in North Central Nigeria. The selection is in
agreement with the Research Advisors' (2006) sample size table that in a
population of 700 at confidence level 95%, 248 respondents could be sampled.
The fourth stage was cluster random sampling technique used to select 575
nomads from the recognised Fulani associations in North Central Nigena.
Daramola (2006) posited that a researcher can adopt cluster random sampling
in a situation where it is difficult or almost impossible to obtain a complete
listing of the element of given target population.

A total number of nine hundred and seventy-four (974) respondents
wereusedinthe study. An instrument tagged “Challenges of Nomadic
Education Questionnaire” (CNEQ) was used in this study. This Questlomllalrz
was adapted from Atinmo; Osokoya; Ajayi; Sarumi; Lawal and 05%23;1
(2011) with a psychometric property of 0.87 (Cronbach's alphﬁ)- Also, ofti
documents and pro forma were used to gather the data for this st}ld)}rl. cofthe

I_Tl order to take care of the respondents whq are not llte}‘a.te;ilsoztim il
English Language and also to avoid any alterationin thi Or;gsulzence ranslated
'Struments by the research assistants, the mnstrumen! w for this study was
o the Fulfulde Language. The qualitative data Ob'tan’};:ld Sothe quantitative
“nalysed in line with historical style of data analysis. 21t

Waforthe study was analysed using the percentage.

Directors of
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Results

Research Question One: What were the trends in the establishment of
nomadic schools in North Central Nigeria between 1988 and 2011 ?

Table 1: Trends in the Establishment of Nomadic Schools in North-centry
Nigeria from 1988102011

Year Benue Kogi Kwara Nassarawa Niger Plateau FCT Total

1988 11 ” 7 - 10 13 ) 4l
1989 18 - 1 - 12 - A
1990 18 . 12 . 15 27 5 77
1991 26 . 24 % 65 55 2 172
1992 26 16 16 . 69 55 2 184
1993 28 18 18 ’ 106 67 5 242
1994 28 16 20 5 106 81 7 258
1995 28 19 21 " 106 84 7 265
1996 28 19 21 . 106 84 7 265
1997 18 19 23 22 121 71 8 282
1998 30 19 25 25 127 90 8 324
1999 35 15 27 28 137 97 9 348
] 2000 40 14 33 37 145 108 21 398
| 2001 42 14 34 39 161 108 31 419
2002 46 13 34 43 160 110 25 432
2003 47 13 38 48 187 111 29 473
2004 47 13 38 51 187 111 31 478
2005 59 13 45 53 169 111 36 476
jgg: 10013 45 53 169 111 36 527
P ;20 B 45 53 160 111 35 526
Boss 5o 182 134 33 564
2009 95 17 61 53
201 134 38 599
2010 99 25 67 56
- 215 134 40 637
\ 2011 99 25 82 56
_— 218 134 41 655
i Source: Field Work (2012)
|
|
|
|
1
!
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Fig 1; Trends in the Number of Nomadic Schools in North-centr

Nigeria from 1988-2011
th in the number of
1.An upwal‘d trend

88-2004. This 1s an
] Nigeria were

Table 1 and Figure 1 show the t.rend of the gf;a";
nomadic schools in North Central Nigeria from Lo 19
in the number of nomadic schools was obserV?d frOTIL Centra
indication that the various state governments 1 Not

; 4 ic schools.
very committed to the establishment of nomadic f aume <how el

he : the
From 2005 to 2011, the table and the X1 for instance

fluctuation in the number of nomadic Schoolg-oé% Zi(t)os 0 527 _(a
Number of nomadic schools was 476 and by ’ J then dropped aga%

Percentage increment of 10.7 over the . 2 over the previous year
I 2007 to 526 (a percentage decrease Ot g”
thereafter moved upward again from 2008 0 4uLL

Reseal‘ch Question Two: What were ﬂ/.;e e ™
" nomadic schools in North Central, Nigerid,
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Table 2: Trends of the Enrolment of Nomadic School Pupils in North-centra]
Nigeria from 1988-2011

o —— KOG KWARA  NIGER NASSARAWA PLATEAU FCT =y

Benue ¢ T M F T o £ M F T 13.\: 4: ”; _Hi‘______=______l_lm.&1‘_-
A, | [ L 78 41 119 124 60 184 28 MR e
1988 152 64 216 85 43 128 13 84 225 243 102 504 58 a4 e
1989 341 187 528 g7 B4 151 247 183 430 414 358 7E2 27133 1798 asyg 5943
161 i b il 83 39 132 527 410 9837 1821 682 2183 2843 4750 g3 9908
1992 N02 A7 M8 WMz o7 2@ 108 75 181 25 214 539 o x1 B Y e e (g0
6 g 1253 10 78 188 119 71 150 106 80 186 1599 12;3 2-367 5143 4748 9891 450
:g ﬁ; 1022 2040 123 88 211 189 185 374 258 192 450 ;g;g Pl E‘tl;n; :;)01 7074 13975 1g55g
1995 1132 1080 2212 135 141 276 229 158 387 392 266 658 B e e o -§§1n 15534 24159
1996 1900 G54 2854 189 123 312 322 243 G665 424 293 T17 3 3 037 573

d ; 14671 26022
748 417 213 630 3931 2841 6772 7983 4587 qps

13; 1?3?? 3;'3 ::;S :gi :!33 g; 212 ;t‘}g :g? 33; gg; 705 323 242 570 4206 13293 7583 10325  gomn 15413 gggg;
:999 1490 030 2420 251 138 389 273 215 488 433 289 722 354 274 626 4003 3163 7168 2938 7598 17134 28047
2000 1830 1800 3630 472 400 872 524 414 933 549 402 951 1290 1081 2371 7123 4125 11248 10650 1000 20360 aqasg
2001 2060 1761 3821 410 312 722 927 534 1461 382 289 671 2603 1158 3BST 7410 4489 11899 11455  aueg 20721 43145
2002 2731 1904 4635 513 311 8B4 1325 1285 2610 433 278 711 2607 1816 4423 7191 3647 10836 14195 7925 22120 4gzpe
2003 3800 1670 5470 652 490 1142 1852 194B 3800 723 432 155 3723 1952 5675 8732 5671 14403 16501 8089 24620 s628%
2004 4247 2151 6398 735 621 1357 1954 1951 3905 1231 B17 2048 4321 3007 7328 10021 6862 15een 18237 11020 20257 67170
2005 4632 2178 6811 742 636 1378 2277 1668 3045 1403 BB1 2284 4431 2333 7364 10014 624n 17162 18671 10847 29318 papsy
2006 9580 T24 16784 713 675 1388 2277 1688 3945 1410 682 2292 4521 2843 7264 11670 5452 17162 1B6T1 10847 29318 73253
2007 87S0 BO34 16784 731 645 1376 2318 1650 3968 1325 793 2118 4521 2043 7aRd 1670 5492 17162 17363 12504 29867 78633
2008 3183 2117 5305 1456 1292 2758 2915 1267 4182 2533 2253 4786 3965 2452 6408 11843 5491 17334 20172 11932 32104 72878
2005 3217 1999 5216 1373 1064 2437 3170 2077 5247 2414 2208 4622 4139 2462 6601 12321 5080 17411 20313 11893 32208 73740
2010 2966 2035 6001 1341 1187 2528 3626 2407 5933 2671 2050 4721 3751 1570 5321 10310 6011

16321 16130 12302 28432 pgasy
201 1890 1485 3385 1201 1313 2514 3462 3221 6683 2401 23R 4719 2075 2659 4934  BOBG 6249 16235

Source: Field Work (201 2) - :
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iod that this study covered. There was an upwarg trend i

r;tgoo f nomadic pupils frg m 1988 to 1996 after which th;neﬁ]rzrmn;?lltmrzftlt
dropped in 1997 and then picked ¢
up againin 1998.

From 1998 to 2007, the enrolment rate of nomadic pupils as shown in
the table and figure indicated an upward trend again, Consequently, from 2008
{02011, there was a downward irregular trend in the enrolment rate of pupils.
It increase a little bit in 2009 and dropped sharply in 2010 and 201]. The
reason for the downward trend could be attributed to the ethno-religious crisis
that engulfed Plateau State during the period.

Research Question Three: What were the challenges facing Nomadic
Education in North Central Nigeria between 1988 and 20117
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Table 3: Challenges Facing Nomadic Education in North-central Nigeria

from 1988 —2011

—

A D

S/N Items F(%) F(%)

1 Inadequate funding 858 (83.4) ; (])‘_‘i, (;'g)

2 Inadequate infrastructural 763 (78.7) (21.3)
facilities in nomadic communities

3 Inadequate instructional materials 721 (74.3) 249 (25.7)
in nomadic schools

4 Dearth of teachers in terms of 622 (64.1) 248 (35.8)
quantity

5 Dearth of teachers in terms of 808 (82.4) 169 (17.5)
quality

6 Indiscriminate  transfer  of 664 (68.5) 306 (31.6)
teachers from nomadic schools
to conventional schools without
replacement

7 Teachers" truancy 665 (68.6) 305 (31.4)

8  Drop-out rates 814 (83.9) 156 (16.1)

9 Inadequate supervision 721 (74.3) 249 (25.7)

10 Distance between nomadic 689 (71) 281 (29)
Schools and the community

11 Lack of portable water in 730 (75.2) 240 (24.7)
nomadic schools

12 Lack of health facilities in 702 (72.4) 268 (27.6)
nomadic schools

I3 Lack of cooperation between 942 (97.1) 28 (2.9)
the nomads and the host
community

14 Lack of interest in schooling on 914 (94.3) 56 (5.7)
the part of the nomads

15 Cultllnral issues such ag carly 956 (98.6) 14 (1.4)
Marriage

16  Irrelevant curriculum

17 Centrality of child Jaboyr in the ggg g o o

. (95.4) 44 (4.5)

production  system of the
nomads

18 Constant mjorar:
nomad: migration  of tje 590 (60.8) 380 (39.1)

19 Lack of accurate daf,

20 Securit roblems ! 926 (95.4) 44 (4.5)

Table 3 shows tha : 288(60.6) 382(39.4)

challenge faced b
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nomads and the host_ com‘mu_nit}- was a challenge. 95.4% of the respond

indicated that centrality of-ch} Id la‘bour in the production system oftl;e nonf nc;s
was a challenge. Also, majority of the respondents (94, %) indicated that l; i
of interest in schooling on the part of the nomads was a challenge, lnadéquatte
funding, inadequate infrastructural facilities in nomadic coﬁmunities and
inadequate instructional materials in nomadic schools were some of the
challenges faced by nomadic cducation in North-central Nigeria from 1988-
2011 asindicated by 88.4%, 78.7% and 74.3% of the respondents respectively,

Research Question Four: /Tow was Nomadic Education administered in
North Central Nigeria from 1988 - 20117

The scope of Nomadic Education in North Central Nigeria within the
period that this study covered (1988 - 2011) was not beyond primary school
level and as such, the administration of the educational programme was not
different from that of the regular or conventional primary schools. It was,
however, administered side by side with the regular primary school. Also, the
administration of Nomadic Education in North Central Nigeria passqd
through different stages. In other words, different authorities exercised their
control from time to time. _
In 1988, the Federal Government being the Coordinator of Educat;on
Planning, Policy and Finance established National Primary Education
Commission (NPEC) with Decree 31 to manage the affair of primary
education in Nigeria, Nomadic Primary Schools inclusive. This was latelt:
Scrapped by the Federal Government under the provisions of Decree 2and30
199 and thus vested the full responsibility of the administration of primary
¢ducation in the hand of Local Government. R —
One of the major milestones in the administration © 'n"on 5
“ucation i Nigeria was the establishment of National Commlszliﬁcally
madic Education by Decree 41 of 1989. This commission wi‘stilzcnoma 0

es.tabli_ShEd to cater for the educational needs of the chll_dren C?fEducation, "
Ince jtg inception as a parastatal under the Federal Ministry Ministries of
 been working closely with both the Federal and State Y e in the
ducation i order to ensure proper implementation of the prog

In 1993, the National Primary Education C0 nis dectee
ey lished agqip b; Decree No 96 of 25" August wfisz;te Primary
B, iShed with National Primary Education Commissions 7% 0Ty ihority

. tion
UCation Boarg (SPEB) and Local Government Educat
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(LGEA). These bodies were again in control of all primary schools in Nigeria
including the Nomadic Primary Schools. The Local Government Education
Authority was assigned to day-to-day administration of primary schools in its
area of jurisdiction while the State Primary Education Board (SPEB) was
charged with the administration of primary schools in the state. The Local
Government appointed Education secretaries who then report directly to the
SPEB.

This was the condition of the administration of nomadic education
since 1993 to the time when the democratic government came into power on
May 29, 1999. The administration introduced Universal Basic Education to
make Basic Education free and compulsory. By this, Universal Basic
Education Commission was established to co-ordinate the implementation of
the programme at the States and Local Government levels through the State
Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB) of each state and Local
Government Education Authority (LGEA).

Various responsibilities were assigned to all levels of government
(Federal, State and Local) in connection with the administration of nomadic

education in North-central Nigeria. It is pertinent to examine the roles of each
tier of government in the programme.

The Role of the Federal Government

The Federal Government Coordinates education planning, policy and
finance through Federal Ministry of Education. The Ministry is headed by the
Minister of Education who plays a vital role in the maintenance of educational
standard nation-wide through the ministry, agencies and commissions which
are devoted to the development of specialised aspects of education. Such
commissions include the National Commission for Nomadic Education and
Universal Basic Education Commission. The National Commission for
Nomadic Education was established among other things to establish, manage
and maintain primary schools for nomadic children. The commission is
headed. by an executive secretary who oversees its day-to-day affairs. The
Executive Secretary shall hold office in the first instance for a period of five
years and shall be eligible for re-appointment for such further terms of five
years as the president may from time to time determine. \

The functions of the commission accordi i '
T | h cording to Section 4 of National
Commission for Nomadic EducationAct, 1989, incl%ldc:

a. 1mplementation of guidelines and ensuring geographical spread of

nomadic education activities and targets for the nomadic people who

cross state boundaries.
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liasing with the Livestock Department of the Ministry of Agriculture
and with the State Governments to form an effective Inter-Ministerial
Committee that will carve out reserves, settlement grazing areas and
dams for the nomadic people.

establish schools in the settlements carved out for nomadic people.
co-operating with other participating ministries and agencies,
including the ministries of Health, Agriculture, Water Resources,
Information, Tourism and Internal Affairs.

ensuring effective inspection of nomadic education activities in
Nigeria through Federal and State Ministries of Education,
performing duties relating to Nomadic Education

collate, analyse and publish information relating to nomadic
education in Nigeria.

determination of the standards of skills to be attained in nomadic

schools established by the commission and review such standards

from time to time.

preparation of reliable statistics of nomads and their children of

school age.

. . d
acting as the agency for challenging all external aids to nomadic

schools in Nigeria.

ruing to the
ensuring effective equitable management of funds accrung

rommission. tion of its
) oti
undertaking any other action desirable for the prom

iciti ds
ion, 1 ' citing for fun
responsibilities for nomadic education, including soli :g -~
anising activities {0 promote P

and other support activities, org
settled

Co-existence between the nomadic p

ers and
eople and farm
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formation of inter-disciplinary and sectoral committees with

Ministries, agencies and communities. ' o

The commission has five departments although, it was initially foyr
departments. By early 1998, they were reduced to three departments and later,
the commission was re-organised to have five c_iepz}rtments. Thfzse are:
Programme Developments and Extension; Monltorlqg, Eva!qatlgn and
Statistics; Finance and Accounts; Administration and Social Mobilisation and
Outreach. There are also four University-based Nomadic Education Centres
located in Universities of Jos, Maiduguri, Port Harcourt, and Usmanu
Danfodio University, Sokoto. The centre at the University of Jos condugts
research into nomadic life-styles. The Nomadic Education Centre, University
of Maiduguri is responsible for teacher training and outreach programme. The
centre at the Usmanu Danfodio University, Sokoto is charged with the
responsibility of curriculum development: The University of Port-Harcourt
Centre is charged with the responsibility of conducting research, producing
materials and training teachers for the education of the migrant fishermen.
The commission has six zonal offices based in Bauchi (for North East Zone)
Minna (for North Central Zone), Kano (for North West Zone), Enugu (for
South East Zone) Benin (for South South Zone) and Ibadan (for South West
Zone). This is done in order to ensure effective management and monitoring of
the programme. There is Universal Basic Education Commission which was

established by the Federal Government to ensure the implementation of the
Universal Basic Education Programme across the country,

TheRole of the State Government

At the state level, the Ministries
Basic Education Board were

nomadic education. The v

of Education and State Universal
directly involved in the administration of
arious state governments in North-central Nigeria
: . t Education and SUBERS work closely with the
National Cgmmlsswn for Nomadic Education so as to ensure effective
prog:ramme Implementation in their areag of jurisdiction. Basically, the state:

a. undertakes active mobilizatiop campaigns at the state level for
nomads to embrace modern

b helps th ot education.

' psthe commission to ensure viable and adequate gf:«:)graphlcal
. il:;iig ;)ef I:mrnaLdlcpducation facilities in the state p

' ; resentations to the 2 oot nomads
. in their states commission on the needs of

. rovides a . .

Eomads, "d develops grazing lands and settlement areas fOf
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The Role of the Local G(wm_‘nment

The various Local Governments i North Ce
Local Government E(lulcalion Authorities, Nomadilétrél
District Education Committee played prominent roleg in the

Nomadic Education programme. Because of thejr prox],mitadmimstration of
the Local Goernnents, specifically: Y to the nomads
a. help the commission in determining locations of -
b. undertake grassroots campaigns at the village llgniadw schools
the nomads for the programme. ! to mobilise
c. establish schools for the children of the nomads

Minister of Education

Board

Executive Secretary

{NCNE)
Administration Finance Monitoring Programme Social
and Evaluation and Development mobilization
Accounts Statistics and Extension and outreach
Director North
) Central Zone
e || e || ey i (NCNE) tegal || informat || Audt
Uni of Port- f i " B
niversity Eaii Sew]ces ion Unit Unit
Sokata Units

State Caordinators | Coordinators Stata
Nomadic Education | Universal Basic

Ministries of |  Education Boards

Education |

Local Education
Secretaries

Education
Officers LGEA o

_ Saidu, (2014) -
'83: Organogram of Nomadic Education in North-central Nigeria

DISQ“SSiOn of Findings was an
i trend j 3 i ols in North-centra’ :
) n the number of nomadic scho that the various state

With . 'q Sl
and in the period under examination. This simply means tablishment of
Ocal governments in the zone were committed to Hye oall
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nomadic schools. This is in line with the study of Tahir (2003) that posited that
the official launch of the programme in the country, there was a steady increase
in the number of nomadic schools in the country. He attributed the increase to
the commitment of both the state and local governments.

It was discovered in this study that the enrolment rate of nomadic
school pupils in North Central Nigeria from 1988-2011 fluctuated. These
fluctuations could be attributed to so many factors which include
establishment of National Commission for Nomadic Education,
Incorporation of migrant fisherman into the programime, creation of state,
introduction of Universal Basic Education Programme and cthno-religious
crisis that engulfed a part of the zone. A similar finding was reported by
Ahmed (1999) that, the fluctuations in the enrolment figures of nomadic
pupils in North-eastern Nigeria was as a result of the establishment of National
Commission for Nomadic Education as well as the incorporation of migrant
fishermen into the programme. The finding by Bulus (2007), in a way,
disagrees with these findings of their study when it attributed the fluctuations
in the enrolment rates of nomadic school Pupils in Adamawa and Taraba
States to financial reasons, parental preference for Arabic schools, early
marriage and the nomads' sentimental attachment to their migratory pastoral
lifestyle.

With respect to the challenges faced by nomadic education in North
Central Nigeria, the study revealed myriad of challenges. These include
inadequate funding of the programme in the zone. An adequate funding is
central to the success of any programme. Therefore, if a programme is not well
funded, it might further degenerated into a more serious problem. Different
researchers such as Ahmed (1991), Lar (1997), Tahir (2003), Bulus (2007),
Wambai (2007) and Osokoya (2010) have revealed in their different studies
that inadequate finding is one of the challenges facing nomadic education in
Nigeria. Wambia (2007) revealed in his study that the federal government has
always failed to provide matching grants to Kano state for the execution of the
programme.

Conclusion

In this study, the researcher has traced the development of Nomadic Education
in North Central Nigeria from 1988, when the programme was officially
launched in all the states that constitute the zone, to 2011 .when new
administration began in the country. It could be deduced from the study that
there is an expansion in nomadic education in the zone. The total number of
nomadic schools in the zone which was forty-one (41) at the inception of the
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prgramme has increased to six hundred and fifty-five (655) in 2011. Also, the
enrolment rates and number of teachers had risen up drastically. For instance,

the enrolment figure which was 1,614 in 1988 had steadily increased to 37,470
in2011.

Recommendations

a. The quantity and quality of nomadic primary schools should be
improved tremendously and nomadic primary school leavers should
be encouraged, especially through financial support to proceed to
secondary school.

b. Government at all levels should embark on constant awareness

campaigns to encourage and sustain enrolment and completion of
basic education by the nomads.
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