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Conceptualising National Interest and National Security in
Nigeria: A Strategic Perspective

DR.(MRS) AL OMEDE
Department of Polincal Science. University of Horn, Nreerna
Abstract

The maintenance of a nation’s sovercignty and territorial iniegrity, survival, self-
preservation, prosperity, as well as the protection of its core values and norms againse
internal and external dangers, is subswmed wider the rubrvies of national interest aid
national security. This suedy holds the view that the concepr of national interest is linked to,
and is often defined with national sccurity because the latter is vieswed as the hallmark of
govermment policy that projects the creation of sational and international  political
conditions favourable to the protection of vital wational values against exisiing and
potential adversaries. In conceptualising national intevest and national security in Nigeria.
this study posits that, since survival is the first law of life, the first duty of a nation,
therefore, is to ensure the security of ity citizens, and the continued existence of the country
as an indivisible entity. Consequently, the strategic perspective of Nigeria's nativnal interest
and security presented in this study, involves a proper perception of threats, the unlization
of the country's national power 1o ensure that such threats do not materialize, the national
will to utilize the arnted forces and cconomic power to deal with potential and recurring
threars and, most importantly, the wtilization of national resources and infliucnce in order to
ensure and maintain a regional, continental or world order conducive to the realization of
the country’s constitutional ohjectives.

Introduction

Nigeria 1s a conglomerate of various ethiie nationalines. Fhis s why the country is
governed by a system ol government that operates i accordance with the provisions ot a
Federal Constitution that has as its main objective, the sceurity of the country as one
indivisible and indissoluble Sovercign State. Lvidently, the fundumental objectives and
directive principles of State policy as contammed m the 1999 Federal Consutution ol the
Federal Republic of Nigeria are embodiments of the country’s national interest and seeunty.

In reality, however. the objectives of the States pohicy do not clearly specily the
mechanisms, institutions and the modus operandi tor the realization of Nigerw’s national
interest and security.

The difficulty inherent in the conceptualisation of the national interest and national
security in Nigeria is further derived from the fragmentation o’ Nigeria's polities. The
observable trend in Nigeria is that political leaders and the muihitary oligarchy often pursue
their individual selfish and sectional mterests. which 1 most cases hider the successful
implementation of the national interest.

In spite of the haziness associated with the conceptualisation of the nutional mterest
and national secunity in Nigeria, there 18 however, a Conscnsus among srategic/ seeurity
analvsts e.g.. Briggs, (1990), Ukpabi. (1986). and Nweke. (1983) that the nation's
survivability, ability to further secure the country's territorial integrity and provision of
welture facthtios for the eitizenry. constitutes a motivating force behmd the emphasis placed
on threst pereeption and analysis and the consequences of mmproving the nation’s nulitary
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capabilities. Accordingly. the pursuit of national interest over the vears presupposes that a
nation preoceupies itselt with the provision of security. both military and cconomic. for its
ciizenry. It further follows that nation- states preparc i one form or the other thewr military
capabilities for the purpose of preventng any obstacle to the reahization of thewr national
mterests.

In the strategic perspective presented i this study, we share the view that, whatever
method a leader may sclect. the agreement 1s that most leaders execute policies aimed at
creating and -preserving an international environment favourable to their nation's position
and generally. to the larger mutual mterests they share with cach other,

The main issue therefore. 1s that where the national survival ol 2 nation 1s at stake.
then. statesmen have no choice but to refleet the national mterest of the nation under such
circumstance. This statement 1s 1 line with the notion that national interest is not only a
legitimate but also a fundamental cause for national policy. It is therefore futile to expect
governments to act continuously on any ground other than the national nterest (Padeltord
and Lincoln. 1962: 234). Conscequently. the study posits that national interest 1s a working
principle and policy directed to the promotion of demands ascribed to nations rather than
mdividuals or sub-national groups. As such. emphasis 1s on the supertority of national
interest over all other possible mterests. Although one can question what is meant by a
nation's nterest at a particular tme. nonethelesso 1t is behieved that no matter the selt-
melmations of national leaders. the general mterest of the State almost and always takes
precedence over all other mterests.

Objectives of the Study

The aim of this study 15 to define and conceptualise tne coneepts of nationat interest
and national security in Nigeria, By so domyg the focus will be on the linkage between
national mterest and national security. and how the two coneepts have been employed in
maintaming Nigeria’s territorial mtegnty and sovercignty. The strategie perspective adopted
i the study also atiempts to Ik the achievement of natonal sceurity with Nigeria's
relationship with her neighbours and - other countrics within the African continent.
Stemificantly. the strategies that could be adopted by the Nigerian armed forees defendmg
Nigeria from external aggression and seeuring its borders from any form of violation are
also highlighted.
Conceptual Clarification of National Interest

The concept of national interest 1s an abstraction and one of the most universal and
frequently used expressions in mternational relations. National interest stands for the whole
camut of interests. which are the common concern of policymakers and often change n
relative importance over ume. Llements of national mterest include such public issues as
posterity and  the mternational prestige of the State itself. national sccurity and the
maintenance of cordial and valuable relations with other States. The concept commands
wuch obeisance that to ¢laim an act to be m the national mterest immediately, it someumes
spuriously increases the acts acceptability and so aroups in all polities endcavour to identify
with the concept. that is. the interests which the groups exist to serve (Reynolds, 1994: 39).
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National mterest can also be defined from two major perspectives. namely. the
veneral and restricted points of view. In a general sense. the concept 1s a very usetul tool in
explaming the actions and behaviour of States in the internatonal system. It mvolves
ensuring the military security of the nation’s territorial integrity and the defence of its values
{Rosenau. 1970). Simularly, national interest invoives such State affairs as. the preservation
of a nation’s territory. national prestige. independence. and other goals and objecuves that a
natuon deems tit in a particular set of circumstances. On a more restricted level however.
Rosenau. (1970: 30-34) opines that the concept of national mterest 1s used in: o

Both political analvsis and political acrion. As an anadviic ool iris emploved to
deseribe, explain or evaluare the sources or the adequacy of a nationn’s foreign
policv. As an fnstrument of political action, it serves as a nmeans of justifving.
denouncing or proposing policies. Borh usages, in other words refer (o what s
best for a nationul society.

The ultimate goal of the nattonal mterest 1s the preservation of the commumty
avainst those who would threaten it externally or mternally. Essentially theretore. national
interest does not only ensure the survival of @ group of people. but 1t also enhances greatly
the promotion of self-determination and democracy. Evidently. the pursuit by statesmen of
the values. goals and aspirations ot the people hinge on the survival of the State. Hencee. the
most 1mportant values of a nation are the defence. security and survival of the mdividuals
within the State (Morgenthau, 1958). '

Summartly. 1n spite of the various order or levels the concept might be subjected to.
the fact remains that the tmmediaie pursuit of any national mierest remains the sustenance of
the nation’s core values. According to Goulet (1992: 273, the values consist of:

a. Providing and ensuring of life sustaining needs like housing. food. shelter and mmimum
education.

b. Mamtaining the country’s self esteem. This has to do with the feeling of s¢if -respect
and independence. as well as the ability to have power and mfluence o conduct
relationship with other countries on equal terms.

¢.  Guaranteeing the freedom of the individual that is. freedom from want. 1gnorance and
squalor. which will enable the people to determine their destiny.

National Security
Security 1s a dynamic condition. It involves the relative ability of states to counter
threats to their core values and interests. The security so concerned with by States is
multifarious. It might be military. economic. ideological or cultural. Accordingly. the
security of any state embodics a notion of order, or of the conditions necessary to mamntam
the smooth functioning and reproduction of an existing society (MeGraw. 1988). National
security 1s closelv related to. and i fact, has evolved trom the idea of national interest. The
tendency. therefore. 1 1o equate or juxtapose both national interest and national sceurity.
This attitudinal orientation became necessary because. according to Wolters (1968:249):
Since vee wre liviing in un era of constant crisis, conflicts, competition, rivaliy and
threats of external aggression, the fornnda of national interest has come to be
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practically synonymous with the forimda of national securiny.

Stgnificantly, the defimtion of national security connotes two trends of protection
from external da ngc'rs. .o one. the preservation ot independence and sovereignty of nation-
states by the mulitary (tagged the "strategie view") and second. the economic non-strategic
view which 1s concerned with both the maintenance of the vital economic resources and the
non-military aspeet of national security {Abdul-Monem. 1985). Fundamentally. of course.
the focus of States mteraction mn world affais 1s practically the emphasis upon national
seeurity.

It 15 important to note that national security is a multidimensional concept.
Basieally. the mulitary aspect of national security 1s emphasized over all other things. The
concern for natonal security s manifested in the establishment of the military and the
atiendant costly mvestments m military outlays. Consequently, most governments have by
thewr policies and actions defined sceurity in mulitary -strategic context. Indeed, Toose.
(1988:100). opines that:

The meaning of the concept of security 1s one defined in national militar Y terms.
with consequent military-based pohicies and responses. The continued dominance of
military conception of secunity derives from the structure of international politics as well as
the structure of foreign and domestic policy processes. in that actual physical survival comes
before other values and tends therctore 1o predetine most security problems. The result is
that mulitary aspects ol security are clearlv and conventionally dentifiable and evoke
nstiutional and procedural responses. while non muitary aspects of securny such as
ceotvgical threats are intellectually and pohticaliv more difficult to define and respond to,
Morcover. governments found it politically more rewards ng to foeus upon military security.,
as s normally casier to achieve @ domeste political consensus on the evaluation and
response o military security threats. For these reasons, seeurity has been detined and
operationalised by most governments primartly. though not mostly in military terms.

Annference that can be made from the foregomng exposition s that the mulitary
aspect of wcurn} is undeniably closely tied o the strength of a nation. This 1s evidenced in
the attenipts made by States 1n musterig effective and cnough mihtary capabilitics to deter
enemies and more paramount. to counter attack on a potential enemy.

As important as the notion of national sceurty s, the concept also has 1ts
Iimitations. An obvious constraint on the effectivencss and unjve crsality of national security
as @ concept s the polychromatic nature of the concept. L Interpretation of national security

varies from country to country and from time to time. assummg a particular meaning 1 a
specttic historical context. The different interpretation associated with the concept has
resulted in the vagueness and ambiguous quality of the term. It 15 the nebulous nature that
permits evervone to label whatever policy it desires with an attractive and deceptive name -
national sccurity (Wolters, 1968).

In spite of its madequactes, nations concern themselves primarily at any given time
with national sccurity: that is. self-preservation, mterpreted as the right to live as one deems
fit. From the foregoing. one could conclude that States view national sccurity as their vital
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concern. Consequently, future threats and possible attacks are in most cases evaluated and
speculated upon. Hence, it can be logicaily inferred as suggested by Wolfers (196%:246).
that:
It is understandable why it should be readily assumed that a quest for sccurin
must necessarily translute itself into a guest for coercive power. In view of the fact
that security is being sought against external violence, coupled perhaps with
internal subversive violence, it seems plausible at just sight that the response
should consist in an accumulation of the same kind of force for the purpose of
resisting an attack or of deterring would be attackers ... The resort to pover of
resistance, has been the rule with nations grappling with the serious threats (o
thetr (national) security.

Nigeria's National interests

There are difficulties in locating the precise definition of Nigeria's national interests.
The inability to properly define the nation's national interest has been attributed largely to
the lack of a consensus among political leaders in the country as regards what constitutes the
national interests of the nation. This situation is further compounded by such factors as
political instability, chronic ethnic antagonism, religious strife, cyclical economic crisis and
lack of national priority in the face of an external threat (Nweke, 1985). Despite the lack of
a precise definition of national interest, there is, however, a consensus among Nigerians that
the country’s national interests should be seen from the perspective of those values which
are best for the nation and which are conducive to its continued survival and security, the
prosperity of its people, and the unimpeded development of its institutions” (Ukpabi,
1986:150). According to Nweke (1983:10) Nigeria's national interest can be categorized as
follows:
Self preservation that is, maintaining the country's territorial integrity.
Defence and maintenance of the country's independence.
Economic and social well being of the people.
Preservation and promotion of the ways of life especially democratic values.
Enhancement of the country's standing and status in the world especially in Africa.

- e oo oo

Promotion of world peace.

The point must however be made just as Nweke expounds in his analvsis, that the
first three categorisations above represent Nigeria's vital interests. These interests, he argues,
are not likely to be compromised except in extraordinary cases in which the national
capacity for achieving them is constrained by forces generated by internal and external
environments. More importantly, Nweke (1985: 10 - 12) sees the ureducible core of
Nigeria's national interests as national unity and security possessing three fundamentally
interrelated dimensions, namely:

a. The ability to perceive and utilize the capabilities to provide, support and shape the
means of national integration, and the defence and preservation of national
independence. resources and territorial integrity.
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b. The actual protection of national unity. survival and independence at any moment
they are threatened botn trom within and from outside the country involving the full
atthzation of our muihitary and cconomic strength.

¢. Other mterests are socio-economic development, welfare and equality of the people
African umiy. human equality and justice as well as world peace and security.

One must stress here that the 1999 Federal Constitution made a serious attempt to
codity Nigerias national interest. Chapter 11. Subsection 19 of the Constitution itemizes the
Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy (interpreted as the national
mierest). According to The Constitution ot the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, Chapter
I1. some of the policies are listed as follows:

a. The secunity and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose of government.

b.  The conduct of Government affairs shall be carried out in such a manner as to reflect the
Federal Character of Nigeria and need to promote national unity, a sense of belonging
and also to command national loyalty among all the peoples of the Federation.

¢. The fostering of national integration and a feeling of belonging, to the end that loyalty
to the nation shall override sectional loyalties.

d. The promotion of a planned and balanced economic development. and harnessing the
nation’s material resources while ensuring its distribution as best as possible to serve the
common good.

The promotion of a social order founded on ideals of Freedom, Equality and Justice.

f. The directions of State policy towards ensuring that there are equal and adequate
educational opportunities at all levels.

Evidently. the preceding analysis shows that national unity on the one hand seems at
both theoretical and empirical levels, to occupy a prime position on the hst of Nigeria's
national interests. On the other hand, it is also obvious that patriotism and nationalism are
the foundations of the Nigerian State. Equally observable is that Nigeria's national interest is
defined in terms of power. Interestingly. in as much as power is the principal instrument for
the realization of national interests, then, one may argue that economic strength, military
power and political cohesion thus become the three major bases of Nigeria's vital national
interest (Nweke. 1985).

Having identified the components of Nigeria's national interests, one may then
proceed to examine the strategic issues involved in the realization of the enumerated values.
Firstly, an observable trend. although a major issuc in this regard, is that in the pursuant of
Nigeria's national interest, neighbouring countries. (mostly French-speaking), feel especially
threatened by the dominant posture of Nigeria. The fear is exacerbated by Nigeria's
. economic, military and political strength as well as the unflinching commitment of various
Nigerian leaders to the country's national objectives. Secondly. the realization of the
country's foreign policy objectives 1s another controversial aspect of Nigeria's national
mterests. This 15 so because national interest manifests itself as national ideology, which
represents the key concept in foreign policy. Consequently, from a strategic perspective,
Nigeria's foreign policy is aimed at the protection of the nation's national interests, the
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survival of the people. seeurtty of the nation. and the maintenance of her territorial mtegrity.

The emphasis on forcign policy as a mechanism for the realization of Nigeria's
national interest 15 sucemetly stated i the 1999 Federal Constitution. In the document 1t s
categorically stated that Nigena's foreign policy objectives shall be among others. the
Promotion and Protection of the national mterest and the Promotion of Africa Integration
and Support for African Umty (1999 Consttution of the Federal Repubhe of Nigera:
Chapter 11, Subscction 19). These objectives one may contend. are in tandem with the -
foreign policy objectives as enuncuated by the then Military [Tead of State. General
Oluscgun Obasanjo on the 29th of July 1970 m a national radio and tele sion broadceast.
which according to Yahava (1981:94). stated as follows:

a.  Defence of our sovercignty. mdependence and territorial mtegrity

b. The creation of necessary pohtical and cconomic condivon in Atnica and the rest of the
world which will facilitate the detence ot the independence and terrmonal mtearity of all
African countries while at the same tume fostermy national self rehance and rapid
economic development.

. The promotion of cquality and sclt-rehance in Atrica and the rest ot the world,

d. The promotion and defence of socul justice and respeet for human dignity espectally
the dignity of the black man. '

These foreign policy pronouncements, m our view. are diametrically opposed to
some interests. particularly neighbouring Franco-phone countries that pereenve the national
objectives as Nigeria's attempt to dommate them. France for mstance. view Nigera's foretgn
policy objectives as threats because they undermine her interest i perpetually keeping her
former Afvican colomes under her whims and caprices. It 1s i the hght of the nmpmgement
of interests that the Nigerian Armed Forces are encouraged to examine and analyse the
possibility of an external threat being generated as a result of these torcign policy
pronouncements.

Admittedly, smee the protection of a nation mterests and foreign poliey aspirations
and pronouncements are dependent upon the wealth and military power that 1t can muster.
then. the realization of Nigeria's foreign policy objectives must be backed with an enormous
economic, military and political power. This 1s necessary because Nigena's "enemies are
likely to employ all means at their disposal to undernune the realization ot the country's
foreign policy objectives. In addition. Nigeria's national mterest and foreign policy
objectives need 1o be backed up by both credible military capabilities and realistic defence
policy.

In view of the direct bearng of the nation's defence policy on its foreign policy
pronouncements. it has thus become mmperative that the Nigerian Armed Forees ‘be
modernized to curtail the various external threats 1o the secunty of the nation and much
more 1o sustam and maintain. m the long-run. the country's leadership role in Africa. So. to
be able 1o achieve these tasks. the Nigerian defence policy must have as its objecuves the
preservation of the terrtonal integrity of the nation. ensuring he security of the African
continent and contributing toward peace and stability m the world at farge. These objectives.

&



DR (MRS 1 OMEDE 47

one must note. have been (and are sull being) ngorously pursued by various Nigerian
teaders both nubtary and civilian.

Heneeo moassessing the threats to Nigeria's national interests. the Armed Forees
must come up with various defence strategies directed toward protecting the vital interests
of the nation. To be able to accomplish this function. members of the Nigerian military must
be ready to undertake an -depth analysis of Nigeria's strategic circumstances and the
enduring features ot the nation's national interest and its trend. Also. the armed forces must
be able o identify the degree of threat. which the nation is likely to encounter at any point in
ume. Through these evaluations. 1t would then be worthwhile o plan the structure, size and
the charactenisties of the mihtary in a way that will make the defence of Nigeria's territorial
mtegrity and sovercignty more etfective (O'Nerl & Horner. 1981).

In summary. one could posit that the 1999 Constitution attempted to conceptualise
the natonal iterest. Nowhere 1 the same document or any other though. was an attempt
made 1o define Nigeria’s national security. Security matters are weated  as highly
confidential and they are the exclusive preserve of the armed forces, However, efforl is
made in this study to break down in an acceptable format what is otherwise regarded as a
mghhy sensitive matter.

Nigeria's National Security )

A country's national interest must be protected and upheld by an effective national
security policy. National security and threat to that security constitute major reasons why the
military capabilities of nation-states are continually being improved upon. Significantly.
Nigeria's national security embodies the continued and actual existence of the nation as a
sovereign and an economically viable geographical entity within the world community
(Aduwo. 1983).

One can also extend the analysis by positing that national security in the Nigerian
perspective 1s the most vital part of our national interests. Nigeria's national security in our
view therefore. involves a proper perception of threats. as well as the utilization of the
country's national power to ensure that such threats do not materialize. In addition. it entails
the national will to utilize the armed forces and economic power to deal with potential and
recurring threats. Accordingly. Nigeria's national security does imply the utilization of
national resources and influence in order to ensure and maintain a regional. continental or
world order conducive to the realization of the country’s national security and national
interest (Ukpabi, 1986).

Implicit i this study is the definition of Nigeria's national security in terms of her
ability to pursue her core values without internal or external hindrance. National security
viewed from the perspective of threats reveals the existence of certain historical. cultural
and psychological fears that are rationally ditficult to counter. Hence. it should be restated
that countries prepare their mulitary for anticipated future-armed attack by other States.
Nigena's national sccurity, therefore, Tike that of other States within the international
community. depends to a large extent on the correct readings of the intentions and
capabihities of countries with which it may come mnto contlict (vice versa) (Briggs, 1990).
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In view of the foregoing (Omagbemi. 1974) posited a national sccurity programme
for the country. Based on these programmes. Nigeria's national security objectives have
been expanded to include the following (Ukpabi. 1986:154):

Self-preservation or survival of the entity known as Nigeria.

T o

Security of the nation's vital and core mterests.

Prosperity and cconomic well being.

c.oo
s

Good mnternational image or prestige.

Protection of the nation's resources as well as its investments at home and abroad,

(¢

Protection and promotion of national ideology.

g. Peace-implying the absence of the use of armed forces in conilict over mterest, or a
state of affatrs from which armed conflict 1s absent.

h. Power. in which international politics may be defined as ability to affect the actions,
thoughts and feelings of others.

i.  Bringing about a conducive political and economic situation in contiguous countries
which can best serve our national interests, the total liberation of Africa from colonial
domination by outside powers and of neo-colonialism from our continent. However.
despite the objectives enumerated above, one could still argue that her immediate
neighbours have all too often threatencd Nigenia's security. Hence, during the past few
years, there have been serious concerns over threats to our national security by Nigeria's
immediate neighbours. These countries not only incessantly encroach on Nigeria’s
border villages, but their citizens forcefully collect taxes from Nigerians living in the
border areas: they also engage in illegal smuggling and piracy on Nigeria's territorial
waters. These activities, according to our research findings do not only seriously
undermine Nigeria's security. but also have substantial negative impacts on the nation's

economy, as well as its political and social life.

Conclusion

National interest and national security are useful concepts employed by policy
makers and Political exccutives to achieve a State’s objectives and fundamental principles
of which principally, is the protection of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the
nation, self-preservation and prosperity of the nation and its citizenry. In Nigeria as explored
in the study, even though the national interest and national security objectives and policies
are not explicitly codified into a single document. there is, however, a consensus that the
maintenance of Niceria as a single incivisible entity remains paramount as the national
interest. The imperatives to keep Nigeria one in spite of the muluethnic composition of the
country. is derived from some other atiributes and identities which enuble her to play a
definite role in world affairs.

The location of Nigeria within the West-African sub region of the Afrcan
continent, in addition to her large land mass. high population, and abundant natural
resources, characterizes her as onc of the dominant powers in the region. In addition.
Nigeria’s coastline which enhances her accessibility to other parts of the world for trade and
for procurement of armaments and strategic materials. not to talk of assistance to her less



DR (MRS.) 4. J OMEDE 49

endowed neighbours such as Cameroon. Republic of Benin, Equatorial Guinea. and
parucularly Chad and Niger, which are landlocked.

Most of her nerghbouring countries depend on Nigeria for the transit of their goods
and other services to and from their entities, makes the imperative of clarifying and stating
explicitly her national interest and national security policies and programs an immediate
priority.

Recommendations

In order to come up with a credible policy of national interest and national security.
the following are hereby recommended:

There should be a well-codified document that explicitly states the goals and
asprrations of Nigeria’s national interest. The current Federal Constitution is defective, as it
does not state precisely the procedures and mechanisms of achieving the national interest.
The government therefore needs to develop a procedure of specifying purposes, appraising
oppostition, formulating strategy. allocating resources and reconciling ends with means.

Pohtical leaders in the country should endeavour to formulate and implement
policies that are beneficial to the majority of the masses. Policies such as the ban on
imported vehicles above five years old: privatisation of state owned enterprises; non
implementation of viable poverty eradication and employment opportunity programmes;
prevalence of crime and the mability of government to protect individuals and their
properties from criminals and armed violence among others, do not reflect government
commitment to the national interest. People-oriented policies and programmes are needed to
fulfil government fundamental obligations of providing security and welfare for the people.

In coming up with a sound national security policy, strategic planners should
endeavour to analyse critically the various threats posed to Nigeria=s territorial integrity. To
achieve such objectives cognisance should be taken of the following:

a. An analysis of the challenge posed by the military build-up of our contiguous states and
other African countries, with particular reference to the Republic of South-Africa,
Libya. Egypt, and all other Franco-phone countries within the West Africa sub region.

b. An examination of the various forms of instability existing in the sub region, with
special attention to neighbouring countries and bearing in mind the possibilities of the
role of external powers in exploiting internal differences to create conflict and
antagonisms within the West-African sub region.

¢.  An analysis of the potential disruption of Nigeria's economy and its crippling effects
such as the destabilization of the ECOWAS and the economic well being of Nigeria.

In addition to the foregoing, the Federal government must ensure that the Nigerian
military develop and incorporate into their operations an effective military doctiine and
effective intelligence and communication networks. Military doctrine enables military
leaders to plan effectively and take rapid decisions in times of emerging international crisis.
To achieve this feat, Nigerian defence planners should note that the nation's defence poiicy
must flow from her strategic circumstances, prominent of which are the economic, the
political, the military and their trends, with greater emphasis on the perception of threats to
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the nation’s security. intelligence assessment of foreign actnities and other enduring teature
of \w: ia's national interest. Through analy sing these sralegic CIreumsiances. 1 would then

be possible 1o plan the foree structure. size. and other characteristivs of the armed forees.
Finally. one must stress the need for extensive mtelligenee activ iies necessary 1o

attain a h s:h ley cl of national sceurity preparedness. Specitically. there s the need o mtiate

courses of action that would rel fleet the charactenstics of flexihiny and curmnuny m

mtclhg nee operations. 1o accomplish this sk the federal government should P establish a

pecial quad of undercover mtelligence puxormd whose activities would melude the
LO” ction of data on various foreign nationals and nations. whose acuvites we Likely w0
constitute threats to the sovereignty and territorial mtegnty of Nigeria.

References

Abdul, Monem A, (1985) « National Security in the Third World.” U3A West View Replica £ait

Aduwo, A (1983). "Smugghing an d Coastal Piracy in Nigeria's Territorial Waters™. In. Akindeie R A
eds. "Smuggling and Coastal Piracy -in Nigeria: Proceedings of a Workshop™. ©
'nternannal Affairs, Lagos.

Baker, P., (1984). "A Giant Staggers: Nigera as an Emerging Power’. in. Arlinghaus B ed. Afcen Security
lssues: Sovereignty, Stability and Solidarity’. Chicago: Wes! View Press inc.

Barry, N., (1992). "An introduction to Modern Political Theory™. 2 2% Edition. London: Macmitlan Educatcral Lid

Briggs, D (1990). "Nationai Security A Deiicate Balance of Terror or Balance 0 Error’. in, The Nigerian Forum.
Voi 9. Nos. 117 12 Nov./Dec 1990, Nigeria. Insttute of International Affairs, Lagos

Frankel. J., (1973). "Contemporary International Relations Theory and the Behaviour of States London Oxford
University Press.

Goldman, R., (1982} "Arms Control and Peacekeeping”. New York: Random House Inc

Goulet, M., (1992). "Cnallenge of Development” In. Thurnwall A. P “Development and Underdevelopment’. 4"
Edition  London: Macmilian Publishers

Hartman. F., (1968). "The Relations of Nations™ 3rd Edition. New York Macn‘:ai:ﬂ; pPubherers international
Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences (1970)7. Vol. 11, unat bridged egition

Jervis. R, (1971). "Perception an wd Misperception in international Poiitics™. New Jersey: Drmcexom LTSy Rress

Lippman, W (1943) The United States Foreign Policy . Chicagd’ Bostor University Pres

Yogt MU A
Institute of

7

MacGraw. T.. (1988). "Securiy and Otder. In_ Smith M., Smith S, & White B., "Briush F rergn Do o, Traditon
\Jhdng and Transformanon™ London Allen and Unwin.

Morgenthau. H - (1958) “Miermma of Politics™. Chicago. The University of Chicago Press.

Morgenthau. H . 11G54G) "Politics Among Nations” Chicago. Random House Inc. Murray. D. ar ot Pooeds
“The Deferce Policies of Nations A Comparative Study”. New York: John Hopkins Un v Press

Northedge, F S.. (1974) “The Use of Force in international Relations”. New York Faber and Fa:cf

Nweke. A.. 11985) "Nigena’'s National Interest and Foreign Poiicy” “Nigerian Journal of International Affairs”
voi 2. No 1. 1985,

Omagbemi. O. (‘.9‘74) “Threats to Nigeria's Secunty’. In Okpaku J. ed "Dilemma of Natc:
Analysis of the Biafran Confiict”. New York: The Third Press & Okpaku Pubhishers

O'Neil. R and Horner, D.ed . { 1981) "New Directic s n Strategic Thinking™. New York: Ge srge. Alien and Unwin

Padelford. N. and Lincoln. G (1962). "The Dynamics of international Politics”. New York: The ' 1a:mw:ia v Company.

Reynolds. P.A (1994). "An introduction to Internationat Relations”. 3" Edition. London: The Longman Group.

Robinson W, T., (1962). "Dilemima of Politics”. In, Rosenau J. Sinternational Politics and Foreign Policy” "iew
York: The “ree Press.

Ukpabi. S. (1986). “Strands in Nigeria's Military History”. Zaria: Gaskiya Corporation.

Wolfers, A. (1968). “National ‘nterest In, Olson, W. C.. and Sonderman, F. A, “The Theory and Prac: ce of
Internationa Relations™. 2 Edition. New Jersey: Prentice Hali tnc.

Yahaya, M. (1881). “The Nigerian Air Force and the Development of Air- pPower’. In imobighe T. ed., “Nigeria's
Defence and Security: Issues and Options for Policy’ Kuru. Jos. Nigeria Institute for Policy anc
Strategic Studies.

- An African




