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Abstract
that carries an extensive

Weep Not, Child by Ngugi Wa Thiong’o 1s a prose
expression of nature and its value to the Kenyan. Land and its value to the
an) is a predominant environmental discourse in the text. This

Kenyan (Afric
discourse is an attempt to show the writer’s sincere intention and awareness of
Kenyans. This paper brings to the fore

nature, particularly land, in the life of
that, amongst all other focal issues such as betrayal and alienation, Ngugi had a

peculiarly strong theme that depicts the connection of the people with their
lationship therein. Situating the study within the

environment, and the interre
sm, this paper reveals the extent of eco-

ambits of postcolonial critici
Id as Ngugi’s modest contribution to show how

consciousness of Weep Not, Chi
nature is revered within the cultural and historical spheres of a people (the

Kenyans / Africans).
Keywords: Postcolonialism, Ecocritics, Environmental discourse, land

resources, Kenyans

d
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Intr Odu;tiotzolonial and Ecocritical studies have been on g .
0S

However, the .- for |
decades as separate critical o EHD tical ;i © .blel?d of
. iticism as a variant of ecocritica studies With g k.
pOStCOlO'n “ :;f(fercli as a recent branch of literary studies/ Criticigm that
;Igsgiztzisn;izre-cenned approach to the stgd})’ of 1}.11§T§1fy texts in the
context of post-coloniality. Thus, postcolonia ?COIC.‘_‘» lzlgm 1S a way op
thinking that seeks to understand how top-level, e ”lc‘ TVeN procesgeg
like (neo) colonialism, capitalism, mtemgﬁonal development, Interstate
alliances, or the centralisation or devolution of power are connecte.d to
the spaces, in which people live and act, while at the same time,
recognising that the reclamation of space, land and resources is a key
part of the process of peoples’ Iibcrz_ltlon. It consciously undc.arstands
“spaces” as broadly as possible, taking into account both the physical and
metaphysical spaces with which humans interact. It offers a
comprehensive summary and intelligent analysis of concerns and debates
that define the terrain between, and withip fields it surveys, including;
differences and potential connections between Northern and Southern
environmentalisms, the ambiguous legacies of development, the problem

the postcolonial and

acsthetics (Huggan & Tiffen, 2015), Ecocriticism ag 3 literary study 1s

accepted creeds and principles. It should

n advancing the theory ag 4 potent one

Glotfelty and Harold (1996, P-xviii) define e
“Study Of the relati literature Zggcrltlclsm as thC

: onship betweep
1S a literary investigation preo

environment". Ecocriticism
how literature ang literary activities shape Pereept;

“Cupied i,
ons of the
e ed with:

'eopl.e. It is important to also note ﬂ? ) chth-u-l .the
storically conditioneg concepts 4 ‘p “Ocriticigyy,

10Soph;
he natyrg) worlq awf; cal
y of th; Telatio £ Cnce
1N a spirjt f ot px t Ctween
ment to
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environmentalist praxis” (Buell, 1995, p.430). Gi :
study, it is believed that African litergtureO)gif/};: e: Zgiégﬁr?; ey
experiences of the African, including his environment. Thus. it ha(;:llt the
cultural, social and historical experiences of the African;, Ngu ‘?Ss::s
Thiong’o %s among the African prolific writers that strive to writegalboui
thfa. e?xperlences of t.he Africans during and after colonialism, and
criticises the. effects it had on the Africans, particularly the flora and
fauna, in their literary outputs. In Weep Not, Child, the novelist tells us
about the effects of colonialism on the lives of the people of Kenya; and
more importantly on the natural environment. As a postcolonialist, he
tries to give a broader perspective to the cultural, social and historical
lives of the people of Kenya, concerning their ancestral lands, how it
defines them, and how it stands in opposition to colonialism and their
quest and search for their lost identity. His concern about how the
Kenyans are stripped of their inheritance (Land) is raised in the text. He
creates the character Ngotho to show how helpless the Kenyan man is in
the face of colonialism. In his novel, he craftily links the connection that
existed between the people of Kenya to their environment (Land), and
the separation that arose after the coming of the settlers. To him, the
history of the people of Kenya is represented by colonialism, where the
settlers took over their inheritance. He draws attention to how nature
plays a pivotal role in the lives of the people. This search for the
attainment of the lost identity of the Kenyans is exhibited through the
Mau Maurevolt as a fight to take back their space and lands; and this 1s
done through characters like Boro and Kori which he created in the text.
Literatures from Kenya, in particular, have shown that the policy of land
alienation has been the major trigger of war, destabilisation and

victimisation of the youth physically and psychologically in East Africa.
Thus, this paper is a part of critical response to the need for humans to
understand their relationship with their natural world n this age of

massive environmental degradation.

Focus of the Study
Colonialism and its attendan

the need to examine the place of eco
historical lives of people (the colonised). As espouse

t effects have created awarencss on

logy in the cultural, economic and
d in Postcolonial
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| Reading of Ngugiwa T hiong'o’s... 4
4 5

Postcolonial Ecocriticd -
vironment (2001), global C“VIromnent&l ‘

atures of the En 1 iscuee of ;
ratures o/ m post‘colonml issues of urbamsatio

i A
¢ separated from pos | of i ‘
be scp nature) exploitation. In a much' snm]a.r vein, .
Joration would be guided by salient questions raised jp The

Landmarks in Literary Ecology (GIQIfCIty and
Harold, 1996) which the writcl-s' bcb’cvc are gcmialnc lof c{xtscourse n |
ecocritical inquiry. The first question 1s, I}ow IS lhc' .w ue o n}a ure (Iand)
represented in the text? Secondly, where is the cnvnom’ncm.p aced in the
power hierarchy? Thirdly, how do metaphors of the Iax‘]d_mﬂ.ucncc the
way we treat it? Fourthly, in what ways has literacy itself affected humap
rclétionship with the natural world? Finally, how has the concept of
wilderness changed over time? :

Meanwhile, in the spirit of Greg’s (2004, p.89), four approaches
in the discourse of ecocriticism (i.e. “discursive construction”, “aesthetic
", “political construction” and “scientific construction”) and

Fcologies: Lite
issucs cannot
industrialisation and (

paper’s €xp
Ecocriticism Reader:

construction”,
for a defined scope, the discussion in this paper, would be structured into

two sections; namely, (i) Representation of the Land, and (11) Metaphor
of Nature in the Novel.

Representation of the Land
Postcolonial theorists like Edwar ' ' '

Kymlicka and Benedick Andcrsoilcllei’(::“};arleicif(zlg ’IIHO‘mI Bhf”‘hft -
of more than just basic human needs. In Fanop’ Sl
provides not just bread, but also human (;io e A
However, these Invocations of nature m-bllmy b

aspects of colonialism in detail; e.g he;IC . ad('h'css t
natural resources, the “forced’ chan;.csp 1 1101ncna e, §

patterns, and the dissolutiop of tradiTion'rl1 i jand Anima
land. More often, “land” i reduced 1'ntodanI

and blended with concepts like
country.”

- gocint OWteheé) :/\éot, C/I_zld, the value of Japg to th

e rg/ existence of the Kenyap (Africa 1S a may

because to 5 | cath; a matter of livelihood 4 dn) SOCiety, t ] =
a large extent, ownership of land jg 4 d herjte,, " 18,8

early societies n exj e IS j
- The value of Japq 1o the Kenyans jg C;(liltlentlal e
VlC”_y

as the source
[) words, the Jand

1C ccological

Settlement
g and using

10us ¢

~ Once

% nall()n”’ Elnd c‘tlpt
1€

y abStract’
thC peoplc>’, “t‘h
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ney (wa Thiong’o

It can therefore be argued that the human and the non-human

and fauna) elements of nature can never be separated. To the ns,
the non-human elements are interwoven with their very existence, |
that one cannot exist without the other; thus, it defines who they are
(their dignity as people), and stands in opposition to colonialism through
the Mau Mau war waged against the settlers and the government in the
text. This account of the value of land in the Kenyan socicty shows its
importance. The appreciation of concepts and the values placed on the
environment in such a cultural context are of interest to the eco-critic.
This is especially so, because the heightened recognition of the
importance of land is an apt expression of the intrinsic relationship that
exists between the society and the land.

This value of land is so sterling in the Kenyan (African) society

that it becomes so obvious to the white foreigner (Howlands) as he
observed Ngotho work:

(Howlands) just loved to see Ngotho working in the
farm, the way the old man touched the soil, almost
fondling, and the way he tended the young tea plants as
if they were his own.. Ngotho was too much a part of the
farm to be separated from it (wa Thiong’o, 1966, p.30).

The value associated with land is not as a result of capricious, or
materialistic gains inherent in the land, but because land in itself
epitomises a fundamental philosophical, historical and cultural essence
of the people. The value of nature to the Kenyans runs deeper than for
individual gains. Land is therefore not only viewed in materialistic terms,
but also viewed in an almost anthropomorphic way that forces the
individual and his society to treat it, not merely as an exploitable
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Postcolonial Ecocritical Reading of Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s. ..

resource but as something whose value is intrinsic and inde
exploitative value. Ngugi wa Thl_ong 0 says:
Ngotho felt responsible for whatever happens to ¢
the extent that he sacrifices his life for the sustenance ,, ¢ tho
community. He owed it to the dead, the living ang th:
unborn of his time to keep guard over this shambga (1966,

p.31).

Pendent of h}&

C land t

Ngotho states in his story:
What happened, O Murungu, to the land which you gave to
us? Where, O Creator, went our promised land?” “At times
I’ve wanted to cry or harm my body te drive away the curse

that removed us from the ancestral lands (wa Thiong’o,
1966, p.25). ‘

The ancestral value of the land is further asserted when Ngotho says:
My father and many others had been moved from our
ancestral lands, ... they grew up working on the land
that belonged to our ancestors (wa Thiong’o, 1966, p.26).

These extracts show that the value of nature to the Kenyans transcends
the physical and economic gains therefrom, and is further anchored on
ancestral and historical values, which have to be fought for, restored and
defended. It is also clear that land is at the core of the identity of the
Kenyans as is portrayed in this text. Such a relationship between land
and identity engenders the bond that will form the foundations of
reverence of land and ultimately its preservation. This reverence for land
by the Kenyans can be traced to the philosophical foundation of reality to
the Africans. Unah Jim makes us understand that the notion of Nature,
(land) being an ancestral gift, is by no accident. In the words of Unah
(1996, p.432):
[To the Africans] land is never a personal property, byt
communally owned. Individuals are not only allowed ¢,
make use of it, but this use must be careful in recognizip
the position of the Earth goddess, the ancestors and for 4
possible passage to the generation unborn, ... It is deemeq
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communal property at the service of all and sundry.
[Interpolation in brackets ours for emphasis]

This philosophical underpinning of the status of naturc in the worldview
of the Kenyan (African) makes the premium placed on nature

unsurprising as expressed by wa Thiong’o.
The value of land to the Kenyan (African) is so immense that it

takes precedence over cducation, which is scen as the light of the future,
a gift given to the colonized, and the surest way to overcome the settlers.
Njoroge is motivated to belicve that “Education is cverything”. But deep
at heart, his firm faith is different and conditional, as “he doubted this
hecause he knew deep inside his heart, that land was everything.
Education was good only because it would lead to the recovery of the
lost lands” (wa Thiong’o, 1966, p.39).
Stemming from the foregoing on the value of nature (Land) in
Weep Not, Child, it is clear that nature (land) sits at the top of the power
hierarchy. Land is part of what sets the powerful, wealthy and influential,
from the rest for both the settlers and the natives. Education is presented
as the light of Kenya, and the tool for overcoming the settlers. Kamau
tells us that the educated in the big city, “will learn that mere salary
without a piece of land to cultivate is nothing. Look at Howlands. He is
not employed by anybody. Yet he is very rich and happy. It’s because he
has land. Or look at Jacobo. He’s like that because he has land”(wa
Thiong’o, 1966, p.41). This assertion by Kamau is a vivid description of
the place of nature in the power hierarchy. Nature here has been
accorded a great measure. It 1s also important to note that the reason for
the high status of nature in the power hierarchy would not be farfetched
from the fact that agriculture is the mainstay of the people of
Kikuyuland. Thus, land for such economic activity will surely sit at the
top of people’s priority. From the aesthetic construct perspective, the
value on naturec for its beauty, complexity, or wildness can also be
appreciated in the text. Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s presentation of wonderful
scenery of nature, provokes an appreciation of the value of nature in the
text for its beauty. Weep Not, Child gives a picturesque Kenya, and
shows how rugged and wild the landscape of the environment is:
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Thiong’0’s---

Postcolonial Ecocritical Reading of Ngugi W@
In a country of ridges, such as Klkuyulfn.d, there are my
valleys and small plains. - The p 3{“’ f;’:’re A
rectangular in shape, had four valleys leading 1 <l)1’ Or out of
it at the comers. The first twW0 valley S,W,ent mlto ; edcoun*i
of the Black People. The other WO divided the land of the

. ¢ the White People-.... Two of
Black People from the land 0 \ong sides of the plaigh

the ridges on the opposite sides Of the |
were broad and near one another. The other two were
1966, p.7).

. b
narrow and had pointed ends (W2 Thiong 0,
2 shows the awareness

This picturesque account of the landscape of Keny
that wa Thiong’o has of the beauty of the wilderness, ?ﬂd the natural
landscape in Kenya. Nonetheless, it depicts the disparity that existed
between the colonisers and colozised in relation to their setét]emcnts.
Ngugiwa Thiong’o (1996, p. 31) talks of an “African Reserve”,
showing that the Kenyans value the aesthetic quality of wild nature that
is preserved and undisturbed. This value for a wild nature rescrve shows
the awareness that the African understands the role of natural reserves in
the ecosystem. The notion of an ecosystem, co-existing between man on
the one hand, and the other elements of nature on the other, in an inter-
dependent manner, 18 underpinned in the African philosophy. To Unah
(1996, p.351), the African metaphysical concept of being is a Vital Force
or Spirit, that permeates everything; that 1s, all things that there are, are
aspects of the Spirit (Unah, 1996, p.351). This notion of the ecosystem to
the African explicates the value the Kenyans place on every aspect of
nature. This value is s0 inherent that_ the African child valyeg nature fi
its beauty and eco-functionality. In Njoroge and Mwihaki’s Interacti i
is interesting to note Njoroge’s value judgment on natyre: 0l U
She picked flowers and e (oM at him. Ho fieq gy
1 ut he di 1 : n
wanted to retaliate, not like pIUCkmg Y

bloom because it loses colour (wa Thiong’ | %66 %
b 5 p. '

: the value that the K
novelist further shows : Kenyang
g re in Ngotho’s account, while walking throy hhave for the ;i

of natu h
beauty Ngotho Joved the rainy seasons when e"erythgjn the fields.

. and the morn;
and the crops 1 flower, o
Jeaves. But the track where he had disq,p, ew hy
made the water run-off made him fee] o S Egilants e
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shvape, me’lﬁ’ng iams
(wa Thiong’o, 1966, p. %5

mmute detalls of the beauty of nature is valued by the Kenyans; a1
attestation that an average African i1s fully aware asf
environment, and the symbiotic relationships. that exist there:
environment is seen as freshness and hope that keep the Kenyu
in a distressed situation going.

Metaphor of Nature in the Novel
Weep Not, Child portrays land in various metaphorical contexts

that show how land has been treated by the different group of people in
the text. Mr Howlands is said to have always felt a certain level of
victory, whenever he walked through his vast fields, as he (alone)was
said to be responsible for taming this unoccupied wilderness (wa
Thiong’o, 1966, p.31). This presentation of land from the perspective of
the Whiteman, with the use of words like “victory” and “taming”, shows
the domineering agenda, posture and plan of the foreigners towards the
lands in Kenya. This presentation of possession of land through the eyes
of Mr Howlands typifies the agenda of the foreigners in Kenya, and how
the Kenyan has been dispossessed. It shows the agenda of the occupatior
by the British. The British treated nature (land) as a commodity to by
won and used for their personal gratification and benefit. The cultural
social and historical values of the land were relegated to the backgrounc
The commoditisation and the self-interest the British had towards th
lands in Kenya was so glaring, that the Kenyans could not have beg
naive not to have known what they came from England to do. Tl
Kenyans knew the foreigners came to pursue their materialistic gain
the cost of the value they (African) had for nature (land); “they all 1

their country to come and rob us acres of what we have” (wa Thiong
1966, p.43).

k’u N
o |
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Postcolonial Ecocritical Reading of Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s...

As mentioned earlier, the way land is portrayed, talkeq
and treated in the text, raises related concepts such as eco.-fe..
Eco-feminism as a concept has seen a great degree of Intelje
development into a theory, which has a tremendous sway Withip

ecocriticism umbrella. The theory of eco-feminism 611]5 an aspect
ccocriticism can be seen to be expressed by the /aut Or 1n the foy;.
Bressler in Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory and P, "actice

succinctly summarises eco-feminism as primarily a critical analysjg of
ppression of women and nature (Bressle

the interconnection of the o

1999, p.236). ' R _
The view of eco-feminism as expressed in this discourse will

assume two forms; one which will consider projecting the parallel in the
dominion of nature (land) and the cultural phenomenon of the dominion
of women by men. The second form of the eco-feminist view will
consider the gender value placed on land, where land is often equated
with the feminine tendencies of fertility and a mother that feeds
cveryone. Ngugi shows a lot of awareness of how nature (land) has been
dominated in the text. The role of the man as the dominant figure in the
family, as a social reality in Kenya, is evident in the text. As a social
reality, of course, in many African societies, the man is the dominant
figure over the woman in the family. One can draw a corresponding
parallel of the social phenomenon of male domination over females to
the foreigners’ domination over the ‘native’ land in the text. The
domination of the British is seen when Howlands is sajd to be
“responsible for taming this unoccupied wilderness™ (wa Thiong’o, 1966
p.31). The common denominator in this paralle] appreciation is the fact,
that the British (Howlands) had the assumption that the land of the
Kenyans should be under their dominion, as it is the case for a mg t
dominate in the family sctting,;. 8 o 0Ag
1¢ eco-fe '
B e co i e e B o
gender value placed on : IS often Cquated i}
feminine tendencies reverberates  through  the text. Nature A
referred to as “Mother natu‘r‘e” Is not OI,I,D’ an Africap perspect.usually
generally a global one. The motherness” of nature Mo alVe, k?ut
to the African (Kenyan), because of the Afyicyy Predispog; e
cultivating the land. The land does not only feed tho Aftrican faxf;tésnb t(t)
u
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- With respect to iestion raised
~ human relationship with the natural world,

~ modernity, education and by extension developn
relationship with, and response to the natural world, It should ¢
that this relationship has changed to an esﬁ:anggﬂx one. I
education, as well as the resulting development from thes Uit

degradation as a result of this estranged coexistence has gained notor
with the advancement in literacy and development. The novelist i
attention to a striking observation: ]
. A fairly large ‘hill’ stood outside Ngotho’s household.

Years of accumulating rubbish had brought this into

being (wa Thiong’o, 1966, p.40). :

Land, highly valued by the Kenyan (African), has become a place to
dump rubbish. When did the value of the environment change from the
perspective of the Kenyan (African)? When did this hill come into
being? These are questions that come to mind with this observation by
the writer. It is important to note that the answers to these questions are
provided by wa Thiong’o as he tells us the source of this hill, when he
stated that, “from this hill of rubbish we can see Nairobi”. “Nairob1”
represents the increased literacy, development and consumption that
have resulted in the generation of this rubbish —“fairly large hill”.

In response to the question that borders on ways in which
literacy has affected man’s response to the natural world, Ngugi wa
Thiong’o provides a two-way perspective; one that has shown that
literacy has brought about an estranged man, whose relationship with
nature has been strained and severed in extreme cases as well as well as
the inheritance that needs to be repossessed. The other perspective 1s the
fact that literacy can be used to create awareness and contribute to the
debate on man’s relationship with nature in the spirit of ecocriticism.

The last question is “How has the value of wilderness changed
over time?” The concept of wilderness and its change will be discussed
in the context of wilderness before colonisation and after. The value of
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Ef;teure 0 t.he Ken_yall (Aftican), or its place in their lives has ex
J°en explicated in this discourse, and cannot be overemphasi
bl of foreigners (British) and the advent of colonisation chang
value of wilderness in Kenyan (Africa). Various authors have argueq g,
colonisation and deforestation have frequently 80 tog;ther ; Th}S Notig
18 widely corroborated by historians in narrating the m;ilfhmery
colonisation and the extraction of natura] resources on the Afri
continent. The shadow of civilisation in the guise of 1mper1a11§m hag
gl - exploitation and depletion o
always brought with it deforestation, p

: ition is re-echoed i
, 2009, p-242). This posiion 12 76-3 ACCHiig
natural resources (Barty, g man 1s seen to have the destructive

Weep Not, Child, where the whit i
menlt)alit towards wild nature for his own self-interest. We h_ear Ngotho
4 he forest to make 1t possible for the

‘ red t
say, “We made roads and clea ( :
warring white man to move more quickly.” The yalue and reverence for
nature by the African, sustained from generation 10 generation, and

underpinned by the African philosoph)’, i debased.by thg self-interest of
the whites (British). Wilderness (naturc) valued for its social, cultural and
environmental significance by the Kenyan (African) has overtime
changed to be valued as a commodity, and a means to an end, lnStea(:'l of
an end in itself. This change in the value of wilderness (nature) overtime |
has largely not been positive. Unfortunately, this change in “the value
placed on nature over the years, has resulted in the degradation of the
environment; a phenomenon that has precipitated the issues of climate

change today.

Conclusion
Postcolonial ecocriticism, as a literary approach, deals with

appreciating the role and place of the natural environment in the cultural
context of a society at any specific time. Weep Not, Child raises the
concerns of the search for the lost identity of the Kenyan as a result of
colonialism. It expresses how important nature, particularly, land as a
factor of production, is to the colonised (Kenyan). Nguoiwz; Thiong’o,
among several themes, artistically brings to bear the intergependence that
f:lgtshi)c;twgen human and noq-human clements in his text and the need .
bring anzrtlttlé/::f[;)s,ehe emphasmes_ the.effects that neglect of nature could ‘
! quent effects it will have on man. It is arguable that
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, works are a powerful tool of preserving and defending nature for

llterz‘iryous existence of planet earth. It is noteworthy that literary works
con‘flnsul_re d by contemporary issues, and as such, the human nature in its
ﬁuﬁaﬁ social and economic constructs cannot be studied in its entirety
without considering the environment; partl.cularly land in this case. The
paper concludes on the note that thgre 1s the need for ecocritics to
consider the trendy issue of eco-consciousness that form§ part of huma.n
life in this era, when technological revolutlgn tends to drift man from his
environment. The beauty of literature is how writers of t.he arts
artistically blend both human and non-human elements to achleve. the
desired effect. It is prudent therefore that due attention needs to be given
to the subject of environment in works of arts.
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