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Abstract: The ability of students to larn, comprehend and retain toxts varies aceording to several Tactors.
Studies have Indieated that this is paortly due o studests® lack of kaowlelge of the contentz of the fexts
Evifence abowpnds in literature indicating that students performed paorly in the comprebension azpect af
English kinguage. Therefore, this study assessed the sendor secondary school students” comprebension and
retention of Feonomics tects in Offa, Kwara State, Nigeria, The abjectives of this stedy were to assess: (1) e
general level of senior secondary scheol students® comprehension and retention of Economics fexts (i) the
dilference in the senior secondary schesl students” comprehension and retention of Economics texts based s
gender, subjects offered and school proprictorship, The researcher emploved deseriptive rescarch of the
survey ivpe lor the study, The sample consisted of 320 55 1 students from eighi (B) selected schools In 047,
The instrument used for the study wis o researcher—designed questionnaire on Test of Comprehension of
Economics Texts (TCET), The instrument vielded a test-retest reliabilibe value of (K76 using Pearson's Produect
Moment Correlation procedure. The data collected were analysed vsing the pereentage, independent sample
t=test, Anulysis of Varinnce (ANOYA) and Duncan Post=-Hoc tesd te locate the direction of the abserved
differences. Findings of the study showed that: (i) the kvel of comprehension of Econemics fexts by senior
secondary school students in Offa win high while their retention was avermge; (i) there was no significant
difference in the comprebension of Economics texts by seaior secondury school students in Offa based on
geader; (iii) there was a significant difference in (he retention of Economics texis by senior secondory school
students in CMTa based on subjects offered and based on school prepriciorship in favour of private schoals,
The study concluded that students had & Tairly high level of comprehension of Economics texis and pverpre
retentlon level, Gender hod ne inflance on siodents” comprehension of Ecomomdes texis, while suljects
offered, and schosl proprictocship infuenced students” comprehension amd retention of Ecenamics tests, Tt
was recommended smsng srthers, that English and Econgmics teachers should eollalborate ia l.lu\jxing belier
mnevative methodologhes that can help the stndents comprebhend the content learnt cffectively,

Keywords: Assessment, Comprehension, Test, Retention, Economics, Proprietarship
1. Introdwetion

Education ig the mainstay of development in any nation. This is probably why the National Policy on
Education {NFE, 2004) defined education os an instrument for effecting overal] national development. As
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noted by Fafunwa [2004), education is the aggregale of all the processes by which a person develops
ability, sititude, and other forms of positive values in the society in which he lives. The Federal
Govenment of Nigeria, in the National Policy on Education (2004}, described edueation as an instrument
per excellence for effective national development.

The senior sceondary education is, therefore, a vital section of education especially as the graduates of this
section ga on o influence the socio-economic and political sitwations in the country. Consequently, what
children leam at the senior secondary school level is vital. Several subjects are offered by students at the
secondary school level. These are grovped under Arts, Social Sciences/Commercial and Science subjects.
Economics is one of the major subjects in the social sciences, The subject has been recognised as a special
area of siudy for over a century, and dug to its relevance in all spheres of life and professions, it has become
i subject offered by most students in secendary schools (Emmeth, 1996).

Comprehension is a key varable in the teaching and learning of languages, Reading, as & leaming medium
requires comprehension on the part of the lemmers for the success of the process. This is probably the
reason why reading comprehension is recognised as a sub-skill of the secondary school English language
curricuhimn. As observed by Okoye (1983%, reading hag great impact and effect on the stodents” power of
thinking and cognitive development. Bamighose | 1987) also sees it s one of the most important skills in
language learning,

Retention is a key variable in the teaching and learning of languages. Reading, as a learning medivm
requires comprehension and retention on the part of the learpers for the success of the process. This is
probably the reason why reading comprehension iz recognised as a sub-skill of the secondury scheol
English Language curriculum. As observed by Okoye (1983), reading hos great impact and effect on the
students” power of thinking and cogmitive development, Bamighose (1987) also sees it as one of the most
important skills in language learming,

As noted by Lawal {1991}, reading is a tool that is used in the learning of other school subjects, such as
History, Geography, Feonomics, Lierature-in-English, Government, and 5o on. Most imporiantly, it helps
in the development of language skills, especially speaking and wnting, It helps the reader to commumnicate
with the writer withont see¢ing cach other physically. Unoh {1976) claimed that reading is oot only a
linguistic process but also a psycholingustic one which mvalves both the mastery and applhcation of the
mechanics and structure, essentinls of language the interaction of language, thought and the perceptual-
copnilive abilities of the reader

The view of reading 25 a lmguistic and a psycholinguistic process, implies that comprehension depends
on how well one uses concepts or meanings gained through experience when attached 10 words or group
of words as symbols of their meaning {Onyeapu, 1992). The role of intellectual and retentivie abalities of
the learners in the process of comprehension should therefore be emphasised as the ultimate goal of any
reading exercise i3 comprehension which emails mentsl reconstruction using knowledge of langunge and
the world, According to Lawal (1903}, this involves thinking, judgng, imagning, problem-solving and
gven intelligent guessing.

In hiz own contribution, Adeghoye (2015) pogited that, Economics at whatever level that i1 2 introduced
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and with whatever range of students, its concern i3 to satisfy three critenia:

. it must seek to develop the knowledge and understanding of the economic dimension of the
environment in tenms of the basie concepts of the subject.

2. it must seek to develop the capacity o think clearly or vividly and as objectively as possible abwout
econmmic problems, drowing conclusion logically from an informed analysis of the factual and the
descripiive materials of the swbject; and

3. it must seck to achieve economie Literacy and numeracy i.e., (he capacity louse precision and clariiy
for the purpose of effective communication of economic ideas, for example, total revenue (TR} -
tatal cast (TC) equals profit (n), simply written as =TR-TC.

The impact of students’ vanables such ns pender, area of specializotion and school proprietorship on the
comprehension of rexis cannod be neglected. These vanables have been noted (0 determine the abilivy of
students to comprehend and retain what s being taught in the class. In the light of this, gender difference
i the comprehension of Economics texts by senior secondary school studeats need to also be examined.
Capraro and Wiggins (2000) ohserved that gendoer 15 a co-factor which influences the performance of
students in & standordised test, Obayan (19P25) stated that though teachng ond lenrming 13 not o sexist
process, gender factor cannot be ignored in the process,

Another variable that determines students’ level of comprehension is school progrictorship. According to
Peter (2002), public school students who constitule the majority of stedents in Nigeria tend to demonstrate
poorer comprehension and retention ability than their private school counterparts. This is probably due to
the efficiency and dedication te service that chamcterised the nunming and operation of most private
schools in MNigeria. In addition, subject combination of students does influence their level of
comprehension and retention of fexts. Students offenng arts-related subjects have been noted to
demonstrate good comprehension and retention skills than these offering science-relfated subjects
{Ekpeyong. 1994; Bello, 2004).

1, Statement of the Problem

The ahility of students to learn, comprebend and retain texts varies according to several factors, Some of
these include personal ability of the students, family background, the school environmient, the texis
available, the smdy time, wo mention but a few, Each of these factors reduces the capability and capacity
of students to understand, retam and reproduce salient Economics terms when they are examined
{Adekanye, 2004). The impacts of these factors bave, over the vears, been the tam concerns of authors in
Economics texts. It is noteworthy that research findings have shown that there 18 a reading crisis in
Nigerian secondary schools. Adegbileje (2001) found that poor reading habil still persists at the secondary
schood level.

From the foregoing, it could be seen that, one of the serious problems confronting Nigenan education
sysiem 15 e dearth of reading culture, To prove this, a lot of research efforts have been made m the
aspacts of raading comprehension and retention. Muslimi (2002} examined the relative effects of
matruction in outlining and mepping on Polytechnic students’ comprehension and retention of specialised
texis. [n addition, Bello (20604 analysed oral reading and comprehension performance of junior seeondary
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schools® students in Offa, Kwarn State, Nigena, but a eritical review of most of these studies shows that
the researchers based their studies on what they assumed that the leamers know. However, there may be
no indication to suggest that the students have scquired the study skills when tested, Most importantly,
tomprehension nnd retention of main pomts by the students have been assessed os low. This study
therefore intends to fill part of this knowledge gap by assessing the senior secondary school students”
comprehension and retention of Econemics texts in Offa, Kwara State, Nigeria.

3. Objective of the Siody
The study 15 guided by the following objecti ves:

l. assess the general level of comprehension and refention of Economics texts by senior secondary

school students

assess the difference in the comprehension and refention of Economics texts by the senior secondary

schonls' students based on gender,

3. evaluate the difference in the comprehension and retention of Economics texts by the senior
secondary school students based on subjects offered (Seience. Art, and Commergial subjacts): and

4. examine the difference in comprehension and retention of Economics texts by the senior secondary
school students based on school proprietorship,

-2

4. Research Questions
Four research questions were answered in this study;

. ‘What is the general level of comprehension and retention of Econemics texts by senior secondary

school students? -

[s there any difference in the comprehension and retention of Economics texts by senior secondary

schools’ students based on gender?

3. s there any difference in the comprehension and retention of Economics texts by senior secondary
schools” students bazed on subject offered?

4, 15 there any difference in the comprehension and retention of Economics texes by senior secondary
schools’ students baged on school proprictorship?

b

5. Research Hypotheses
Based on the research purpese, the following hypotheses were formulated and tesied in the study:

Hol: There is no significant difference in the comprehension and retention of Economics texts by senior
secondary school students based on pender.

Hol: There is no significant difference in the comprehension and retention of Econemics texts by senior
secondary schools” students based on subjects offered; and

Hod: There is no significant difference in the comprehension and retention of Econonmics texts by senior
secondary schoals” smdents based on school proprigtorship,

LUSSES
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i Research Methodology

This study 18 a descriplive survey, Survey method was used since it 18 the best method for describing the
characteristics of a large population. The target population included all the 88 2 students in cight {#)
selected senior secondary schools in Offa. The sample comprised three hundred and twenty (320) students
from the eight (3} selected senior secondary schools, which is made up of one hundred and sixty {160}
students from four (4) private and one hundred and sixty (160) students from four (4) public senior
secondary schools in OfTa, using stratified random sampling technigue.

A researcher-designed guestionnaire which was content and face validated was designed and administered
to the selected students to elicit information from the respondents. The questionnaire was grouped into
secticn: A pnd B, Section A was based on background information of the students atsd schoo] relnted omes,
It was desjgned to get d:nmgr&phic informuetion sboot the students” gender, class of specialization und
school type, while Section B was used for comprehension passages to 1est the students’ level of
comprehension of Economics texts,

Mean and Standard Deviation were wsed to answer research questions 1, The {-test was used fo test
hypetheses | amd 3, while the One-Way ANOVA was used for hvpothesis 2, all ot 005 sipnificance level.

7. Data Analysiz and Results

Research Question 1@ What 15 the level of comprehension and retention of Economics text by senior
secondary school students n Offa?

Table 1; Level of comprehension of econsmics text by senior sceondary school stedents in OfTa

MMimmum

Maximum

Mcan

5D

Source

22

a0

62.71

[(L18

Result in Table | shows the level of comprehension of Economies text by senior secondary school students
in QfTa, As shown in the table, the level of comprehension of Economies text by senior secondary school
students in Offa was high was o Mean score of 62.71% considening the average benchmark of 0%,

Table 2: Levd of relention of sceonomics el by senior secondary school students in Ofla

Minimum Maximum | Mean 5.0

Source 14 o | 56,009 0.6l

Resulr in Table 2 shows the level of retention of Economics text by senior secondary schonl students in
Offa. As shown in the table, the lavel of retention of Economics texl senior secondary school students in
Offa was average with a Mean score of 56.9%% considering the sverage benchmark of 50%. This means
that retention has dropped from immediate recall score 0f 62,7 1% to 56.99% alter three weeks of leaming,
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8. Hypotheses Testing
Three hypotheses were tested in this study
8.1 Hypothesis One

There 1s no significance difference m the comprehension of Economics texts by senior secondary school
students in Ot based on gender.

Table 3: Independent t-test on difference in the comprehension of economics texts by senior secondary
school students m Offa based on gender

Gender Mo Meon Sed, t=-valwe i D pvaloe Remurk
Male 7% &1 .70 097 [.BE 58 (1.0 Mot

significant
Female 181 63171 Q.25

Result in Table 3 shows a t-value of 1.E8 and p-value of 0.06 which is greater than 0.05 (0.06 = 0.05).
Since 0.06 is greater than 0,05 alpha leve! of significance, the null hypothesis was not rejected. This means
that there was no significant difference in the comprehension of Economics texts by senior secondary
school siudenis in O based on gender,

b; There is no significant differepee in the retention of Economics texis by senior secondary school
students in Offa based on gender.

Table 4: Independence t-test on difference in the retention of economics 1exts by senior secondary school
students in OFfa based on gender

Gender | Mo Mean S, t-value nr p=value | Remark
Male 179 3599 j.12 1.97 358 .03 Significant
Female | 181 79T 599

Resuls in Table 4 show a tvalue of 1.97 and p=value of .05 whi.ch is equal to 0.05 (005 = 003}, Since
005 15 oqual to 0L.05 alpha level of significance, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there

was 3 significant difference in the retention of Economics texts by senior secondary school students in
Offa based on gender in Favour of female smidents.

8.1 Hypathesis Twao

There is no sigmficent difference n the comprehension of Economics texts by senior secondary school
students in Offa based on subject affered.

[ISSES




Table 5; Analysis of vaniance (ANOVA) on difference in the comprehension of economics texts by
senior secondary school students in Offa based on subject oftered

Sources Sum of Square Df | Mean Square | F pvalue
Berween groups 2003413 2 [546.71
Within groups 14074.118 357 | 9545 1621 | 0.00
Total 37167531 Ja0

Result in Table 5 shows Fvalue of 16.21 and p-value of 0.00 which is less than 0.05 (0,00 < 0.03), Since
(00 is less than 0.05 alpha level of significance, the null hypothesis was rejected, This means that there
was a significant difference in the comprehension of Economics texts by senior secondary school students
1 Offe based on subject offerad. To ascertain whers the difference lies, post hoc analysiz was performed
using Duncan multiple tests. The result is reported in Table 6,

Table &: Duncan multiple test of homogencous means on comprehension of economics texts by senior

svcondary scheol students
Subject Offered M Subset for alpha = 0.06 '
1 2 3
Ars [ 211 59.04
Commercial Ila 283
Science 124 0. 16
Sig. 1.00 LK) L.on

As shown i Table 6, the significam difference noticed in Table 5 was majorly contribuled by those
offering Science subjects who had the highest Mean score of 66,16 followed by thoge offermg Commercial

subjects with the Mean score of 62.43, while those offering Arfs subjects had the least Mean Score which
wias 59.04,

b There is no significant difference in the retention of Economics texts by senior secondary school
students in OfTa based on subject offered,

Table 7: Analysis of variance (ANOVA) on difference in the refention of economics texts by senior
secondory school students in (O4fa based on subject offered

Sources Sum of | DI Mean Square | F p-value
Squares

Between Groups 2705997 |2 1352.998

Within Groups 30464 934 | 357 85338 15.85 (.00

Total 23170931 | 359 ,

Results in Table 7 show F-value of 15.85 and p-value of 0.00 which is less than 0.06 (0,00 < {1.05). Sinca
0.4} is less than 0.03 alpha level of significance, the null hypothesiz was rejected. This means that thers

LISSES
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was 4 significanl differénce 1n the retention of Economics texts by senior secondary school students in
Offa hased on subject offered. To ascertain where the difference lies. post hoc analysis was performed
uging Dunean multiple tests. The result is reported in Table 8.

Table &: Duncan multiple test of homogeneous means on relention of economics exts by sentor
sccondary school students

[ Subject Offered | N | Subset for alpha = 0.06
K 3 3
Arts 120 5224 N
Commercial 116 S6.54
Stilence 124 GOTH
Sig. R K .00

As shown in Table 8, the significant difference noticed in fable 9 was mijorly contributed by these offering
Sciznee subjects who had the highest Mean score of 60,78 followed by those offering Commercinl subjects
with the Mean score of 56.84, while those offering Arts subjects had the least Mean score which was
33.28.

8.3 Hypothesis Three

#: There is no sigmificant difference in the comprehension of Economics texts by seniur secondary schonl
students i Ot based on school proprictarship.

Table 5 Independent t=test on difference in the comprebension of economaics texes by sentor secondary
school stedents in Offa based on school proprictorship

School No Mean 5td. t-value | DF Povaloe | Remnk
proprietorship

Public 180 61,39 12.44

Privawe 180 64.03 7.02 248 358 0.0 Significant

Results in Table 9 show a t-value of 2.48 and p-value of 0.01 which is less than .05 (0,01 < 0.035). Since
0.01 is less than 0.05 aipha level of significance, the mull hypothesis was rejected. This means that there
was a significant difference in the comprehension of Economics texts by senior secondary school students
in OfTa hased on schoo] proprictorship in favouwr of private schools,

h: There iz #o significant differeace in the retention of Feonomics lexis by semor secondary school
students in (MTa based on school proprietorship.
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Table 10 Independence t-1est on difference in the retention of economics texts by senior secondary
school students in Ovffa based on school proprietorship

School No Mean [ Sid  [tvalue [DF pvaloe | Remark
proprietasship - ‘
Public 180 5508 | 11.39

Priwate 150 3859 6.95 { 3.84 358 R sigmficant

Results in Table 10 show a t-value of 3.84 and p-value of (0.00 which is less than 0.035 (0L0K < 0.05). Since
0.00 is less than 0,05 alpha level of significance, the null hypothesis was rejected.

This means that there was o significant difference in the retemion of Economics texts by senior secondary
schood siedents in Offa based on school proprictorship in favour of private schools,

9, Discussion of Findings

Based on the findings of this stody according to the research questions riised and answered incollabomtion
with the formulated and tested research hypotheses, the discussion of the findings of the study were
presented in sectional sub-hesdings according o the research questons and Andings.

9,1 Comprehension and Retention of Economics Texts by the Students

Based on the findings of this study as observed from the analysis carried out, the resulis of the study
roviealed that the level of comprehension of Economics tests by senior secondary schoo! students was high
while their retention was on average. This might have been that the availability of qualifed teachers m the
selected schools had influence on the students which brought about the high level of comprehension of
Economics text by the students.

9.2 Gender Difference in the Students® Comprehension and Retention of Econembcs Texis

The findings of this study also revealad that thers was no significant difference in the comprehension of
Econamics texts by senior secondary school students based on gender while a signilicant difference exists
in the retention of Economics texis, This indicates thst gender of a student does not determing hisTer
academic performance, Individual students perform based on his'her academic ability and not as a resull
of hisher gender. This finding corobogates the findings of Caprase, Capraro and Wagins (2000 who
stated that the verbal-numerical-edueational ability and practical-mechanical-spatial-physical ability of a
perzon depend on hizg'her inborn potentials, temperature and cultural opportunities.

4.3 Differenee in the Stadents’ Comprehension and Retention of Ecomomics Texts Based on
Subjects Offered

The result of this study showed that thare was a significant difference in the comprehension and retention
of Economics texis by senior secondary school students based on subjects offered. The results further
showed that Science stadents performed best followed by the Comimercial students and Ars dudents
respectively, This finding was against the submizgsion of Ekpeyoung (1990 and Bello (20043 who stated
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that students offering Ans-related subjects have been noted W demonstruie good comprehension and
retention skill than those offering Sdence-related sobjects.

9.4 Difference in Students” Comprehension and Retention of Economics Texts Based on School
Froprictorship

The findings from this study revealed a significant difference in the comprehension and retention of
Economics texts by senior secondary school students based on school proprietorship in favoar of private
schools. This implies that the students in privele schools perfermed significantly better than their
counterpans m public schools, This was in line with Bello (2004) who observed that too ltthe attention
waz being miven to the needs of public schools; the suthor found in his study that students in privete school
performance hetter than their public students® counterparts.

10, Conclusion

The senior secondary schoo] students had a faicly high level of comprehension of Economics texts with
average level of retention, while gender has no influence on students’ comprehension of Economics jexts,
Both subjects offered and school proprictorship had influence on students” comprehensicn amd retention
of Economics 1exis.

11. Recommendations
Basged on the findings of this stedy, te following recommendations are proffensd:

Teachers: There is need for Bnglish and Economics teachers 1o employ effective teaching strategies that
wiill bridge the pap that exists among the students in Seience, Commercial and Arnts clrsses.

Government: Both the State andd Federal Governmenis need to make the public-school environments
conducive for effective learmmg in onder to enconrage the students to leam and in tom enhance stodents”
better academic performance.

Professional Bodies: English Teachers' Association of Nigeria (ETAN) and the Reading Association of
Migeria (RAM) should organeee woekshops/seminars for English and conlent srep teachers on how (o
improve the teaching and leaming of comprehension for shudents” better scademic performance,

11, Fature Researchers

Based on the limitation of the shely, fufure researchers con earry out further studies on students®
comprehension and refention of other subjects such as Geography, Commeree, Accounting, Hisiory among
other subjects in different other Local Government Areas and Stute in the Federation,
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