Iastaan s s R

E/ ‘ M Ao Qe Rk

L s = ol sl gl il all il il

AL-ASAALAH INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARABIC AND ISLAMIC STUDIES
COLLEGE OF THE HUMANITIES

AL-HIKMAH UNIVERSITY, ILORIN, NIGERIA.
Email: ibnsirooj1431@gmail.com

INEORMATION TO CONTRIBUTORS

Interest researchers are hereby invited to submit well researched papers in the
ficld of Arabic and Islamic Studies for publication in our bi annual Journal

GUIDELINES TO CONTRIBUTORS

Manuscripts should be of outstanding quality.

Manuscript should possess originality and objectivity.

Reference cited should be based on primary source i.e Qur'an, a hadith
and classical works except when topic/titles are related to contemporary
- issues.

Papers on Arabic on Arabic must b written in Arabie, English or French.
Manuscript should not be more than 20 pages or less than 15 pages in
length (references inclusive), type double lines spaced on Ad size paper.

% The title of the article, names, telephone number, rank/status and
institution of the author(s).

MODE OF JUBMIJSION

% Contributors within Nigeria will pay N5,000 assessment fee, while
contributors outside Nigeria are exempted. ,

< Two (2) hard copies of manusceript and a soft copy (CD-ROM), using Word
Processing MS Word, Times New Roman 13 should be submitted to the
editor mentioned below

** Payment of N10,000 publication fees for each article accepted for

publication (contributors within Nigeria only).

) -
e e

o
e

...

o
0.0

Note; Manuscript that are not considered for publication will not be returned to
the author(s)

Copyright: Submission of a manuscript indicates a tacit understanding that the
paper is not actively under consideration for publication with other
journals. Once a paper is accepted for publication, authors cede
copyright to ALASAALAH, the publisher of Al-Asaalah International
Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies.

THE EDITOR,

AU-ASAALAH INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
AL-HIKMAH UNIVERSITY

P.M.B. 1601, ILORIN, NIGERIA

emmail:ibnsirecjl431@gmail.com/ibnairooj1431@alhilimah. ediume
Sect: 08038&51234 OR 08189060612 @M 08055758746




m RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS IN NIGERIA AND J/F MK THE CASE OF NASFAT, ILORIN BRANCH: BY
151 DOR. ABDULWAHAB DANLADI SHITTU

RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS IN NIGERIA AND D4 WAH: THE CASE OF
NASFAT, ILORIN BRANCH

ABDULWAHAB DANLADI SHITTU, Ph.D

Department of Religions

University of Horin
shittudanladiapmail.com
08055062992 / 08061235260

Abstract ;

Nasrullahi-1-Fatil - Society  of Nigeria (NASFAT) is one of ihe contemporary Muslim
organisations with national identity and grass root influence. The nventy year old organisation
that has its head quarter in Lagos. Nigeria, has not only gained international recognition but
also has equally  made positive impacts on the cconomic, spcial, political, educational and
spiritual life of many Muslims. The organisation, in its bid 10 reach the Lrass rool, inaugurates
branches and praver units ai strategic locations throughout the federation and even hevond. Ity
central coordination helps in preserving its unique feature of taking aggressive approuch in
solving some of the contemporary challenges that are militating against the growth of Islam in
the world over. This paper examined some duacwahactivities of the llorin branch of the
organization with a view to identifving the role plaved by the orgunisation in propagating
Islam within and owside the Horin emirate using a historical research method Data of the
work were collected majorly from printed materials and oral interview with major stake
holders. Findings of the work revealed thai novwithstanding the numerous in-house datwah
activities of the branch, its impact is rarely felr in the surrounding towns and villages of the city
of Mlorin and if the propagation activigy is not taken out 1o these villages, the objective of the
organisation swould only be partially achieved.

Introduction

Nigeria is a multi-religious nation with numerous adherents and prominents
among these religions are Islam and Christianity. Even though. Islam penetrated the
nation before Christianity. the arrival of Christianity with western education. at a time
when the teaching of Arabic and Islamic studies by the Muslims was informal. subjects
Muslims to the threat of cvangelism by the Christian missionaries whose objective of
educating citizens of the countrythen was majorly that of evangelism.” Subject to this
threat, Muslims felt  the need to get a more unifying platform where issues alTecting
themwould be discussed and problems confronting them would be solved. The urgent
need for a workable solution to the problems informed the formation of Islamic
organizations among which are: Ansaru-d-Deen Society ol Nigeria. Jama atu Nasrul
Islam, Amvarul Islam movement ol Nigeria and Ansarul Islam Socicty of Nigeria?

The rise of Christian Pentecostalism in Nigeria towards the end of the 20th
century posted a serious challenge to the Muslim faith in Nigeria with its libration
appeal. anchored largely on the capitalism ideology and its dominant message of

prosperity and miracle. which is in turn backed by aggressive conversion of Muslims.
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especially the youths. Fhe need (o respond to this social vacuum was felt for a repeated
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time and this informed the emergence of modern Islamic organizations, These
organizations which brought innovations into the conduct ol prayers and other religious
activities include the Naseullahi-l-Farih Socien of Nigeria (NASFAT) and Fark!
Qureeh® The wraditional and the modern 1slamic orgunizations both met at the puint o
aiming to take the religion of Islam 1o the door step of Muslims in particular and the
entire mankind in general using multiple devices such as public lectures. lectures on
media houses, building schools and colleges. visiting inmates and people in the
hospitals among other things

Dd'wahin Islam: A Conceptual Analysis

Da'wah is an Arabic word which means 10 call or summon someone o
something.* This term is often used to deseribe when Muslims share their faith with
others. in order to teach them more about Islam or 1o explain to them those-issues that
are of high importance.” This act is a religious obligation that should be taken up by
every Muslimusing all available legal avenues. The concern ol an advocate of Islam is
however. to et his message convineingly disseminated. He is not disturbed when he
could not win a soul even though such an achievement is rewarded additionally. Allah
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But il they wrn aside. We have not sent you as a watcher
over them: on you is only 1o deliver (the message)
(Q42:48)

Ina similar verse. the Qur'an confirms thus:
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IUis rue you will not be able to guide evervone whom
you love:s but Allah guides those whom He will and e
Knows best those who receive cuidinee (Q28:36)
Not withstanding the above verses of lenicnce. the responsibility is considered
obligatory in the following verse:
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Invite to the way of your lord (Islam) with wisdom and

tewr preaching and argue with them in a way that is
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better, truly. your Lord knows best who has gone astray
Arom His path. and He is the best aware of those who are
cutded. (Q16:123).

In the above verse. Allah enjoins the Prophet (s.a.w) . ( and by extension, the
entire believers) 1o take up the responsibility. strictly abiding by the ethics of the
obligation. Commenting on this verse. Sayyid Qutb observed that:
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The advocate must make it clear that he simply calls on people
to follow the path outlined by God. He is not calling for any
personal or national cause. He is simply discharging his duty
towards his Lord. He claims no credit for himsell. nor does he
has a favour 1o curry with the message itself or with those who
respond 1o his call and follow divine guidance. He receives his
reward from God alone.

Advocacy must be undertaken with wisdom. The advocate of
the divine message must take into consideration the situation
and circumstances of the people whom he addresses in order to
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determine what he tells them on cach occasion. He must not
make things appear difficult to them. nor should he burden
them with a long list of dutics before they are so prepared. He
must also consider how he should address them. and how to
diversity his method of address in accordance with difterent
circumstances. He must not let his enthusiasm carry the day so
as to overlook the prerequisites of wisdom in the advocacy.
Together  with  wisdom  goes  goodly  exhortation  which
addresses hearts gently. seeking 10 kindle good fecling and
response. No unnecessary reproach or remonstration should be
thrown at them...

The third element in this proper approach to Islamic advocacy
is to argue “in themost kindly manner”. This means that there
should be no personal criticism or humiliation of an opponent.
It is important in such an argument o make the other party
realize that. as advocates of the cause of faith, we have no vain
desire 1o win an argument or to boast about having an
irrefutable case. Our aim must always be clear. namely. to
arrive at the truth...®

Emphasizing on the need for application of wisdom in calling to the path of

Allah. Shacrawiy added:
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But why is the advocacy to the way of Allah in need of
wisdom? Because you only invite to the way of Allah such
that have deviated from the path and any body who deviate
from the path of Allah will be found being friendly and
accustomed with wrongdoingyou need to deal with him gently
to be able to bring him out of what he is accustomed 10 and
place him on the straight path. Harshness in an advocacy of

. . . ¥ - 7
this type will further drive him away.
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In a similar verse. inviting 1o the way of Allah is considered an act of worship .

Allah says:

ot 18 B sy a6 e 0 s
' el

And who is better in speech than he who calls (mclnj 10

Allah. works righteousness and sayvs; 1 am of those who

burn in Islam (Q41:33)
The word that reaches the highest mark of human speech as contained in the above
verse is evidenced in three facts;
I The invitation must be to the truth of Allah and frec of self desire
2. There should be no conflict between his preaching and his conduct. When he
preaches righteousness, he must himself be righteous.
Iis submission 1o Allah must be absolute
Exven when the invitation to the way of Allah could be viewed as being restricted to
selective people as mentioned in the Qur an thus
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let there arise out of you a group of people inviting 10 all

that is good. enjoining what is right and forbidding what is
wrong: they are the one to attain felicitv.( Q3:104).
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The fact still remains that an individual. whether he feels exempted from the
obligation or not. must not remain mute when secing perpetratibn of atrocities in the
society. This is the more reason why Allah threatens those who shy away from the
responsibility thus;

L i e sy S o 516 55 2 By
O el iy Al 435 d 4t L o

Those who conceal the clear (sign) we have sent down
and the guidance. after we have made it clear for the
people in the book. On them shall be Allah’s curse and the
curse of those entitled to curse (Q2:159)

The verse eulogises those who invite to the way of Allah. act righteously and
are proud to be Muslims.® and establishes that anybody who wishes 1o be qualified for
the praise must be steadfast, knowledgeable and patient.® In lending credence to this,
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Uthaimin posited that a person who wishes to invite to the w ay of Allah must be wise
and accommodating'® While understanding the need for propagation of the religion ol
Islam especially when the situation on ground necessitates it. NASFAT at both the
international. national and local level work towards filling the social vacuum.

A Brief History of llorin Branch of NASFAT

Nasrullahi-1-Fatih Society of Nigeria (NASFATY) is an Islamicorganisation with
international recognition. The sociely. which was founded on the basis of the
understanding of Qur'an 3: 104 which enjoins people to invite to the way of Allah. had
its inaugural prayer session at the residence of its pioneer President. Alhaji Abdul-
Lateel” Wale Olasupo in Lagos on the 5th of March. 1995 before it later moved 1o ils
present assalatu prayer ground at Alawusa Central Mosque in Lagos."" In view of the
fast increase in the number of its members and the provision of the constitution that: “it
shall be lawful for the society to establish branches in any part of Nigeria or other
countries™." Offa Branch of the association emerged a pioneer branch™ and other
branches followed among which is the Horin Branch,

The idea of inroducing NASFAT to Iorin was first muted by some few Muslim
brothers on 30th December. 2001. The brothers. because of their contact with some
members of NASFAT at Lagos especially. those who are indigenes of Iorin such as
the pioncer National Secretary of the association. Alhaji Yinka Yahya, were fascinated
into the establishment of the society in Horin.™ The idea was not actualized until when,
in the month of February, 2002, the group commenced ils prayer session in a central
mosque opposite the Kwara state stadium in Horin, With the fast growth of the society.
the central mosque of the Kwara state college of education. llorin was chosen as the
next assalatu venue. The society was formerly inaugurated on the 12th of October.
2002, barely ten months after the socicty commenced its assalani on its permanent site
at kilometer 4, Iorin-Oghomoso express way. "> The objective of the formation of the
association agrees with the general objectives of the association which include:

5.1 To bridge the gap. both educational and spiritual. between
the elites and the Islamic scholars (ULAMA '4) through the
creation of a well lubricated channel of communication to
serve as a basis for effective interaction and exchange of
ideas

5.2 To create a conducive atmosphere for the unity of members
irrespective of status, race, gender or color and to
strengthen in them the true Islamic spirit of brotherhood
and absolute faith in Allah.
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lo facilitate access 10 sound Islaniic and western education

N
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byestablishing libraries and educational institutions and
also promoting scholarship and academic research by and
for Muslims
5.4 To promote and propagate the cause of Islam and make
conscious Muslims by building mosques. teaching and
educating members and the society at large on Islamic
- cthics and values
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To promote and enhance the health, ceonomic well being

and  welfare of members by building hospitals and

establishing and promoting business based on Islamic

principle

5.6 To assist the less privileged in the society irrespective of
their religious beliels. colour. gender and race within the
limits of the resources of the sociely

5.7 To promote policies and programmes that will encourage
beneficial relationships amongst members of the society in
particular. other Islamic organizations and humanities in
gencral

5.8 To undertake the production of the holy Qur an and other
Islamic: materials and literature in print and multimedia
forms

3.9 To-support all meaningful and-legally accepted activities
for the advancement of Islam in Nigeria and worldwide

510 To undertake other activities which are beneficial 1o

mankind'®

Ddwah Activities of NASFAT, llorin Branch
Pursuant 1o the stated national doveah activities of NASFAT which are:
®  Prayer/lecture session every Sunday morning from 8.30 am 1o 12,30 p.m
e Observance of Tuhujjud (midnight remembrance of Allah and prayers) on the
first and third Friday of every month from 10.00p.m till the observance of subh
prayer
e Arabic and Islamic classes for children and adults to learn the holy Qur’an and
to inculeate Islamic values
*  Commemoration of mujor Islamic festivals such as Ramadan, Eidif-Kabir. Eid-
il-Firr, ete.
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Publication of monthly bulletin *NAS] AT BULLETIN® and

magazine *“THE VICTORY" for the educatjon and enlightenment of members

and the general public,

daly il

a quarterly

e Weekly usral session

e Lconomic empowerment and skills building for members and Da'wah on
Television. Radio and Print Media

e Scholarship awards 0 students in primary. secondary and tertiary institutions

iy o <l e 17
e Welfare visitation 10 the less privileged homes

In fulfillment of the provision of Qur'an 3:104. the llorin branch of NASFAT
constituted a da* walt committee o oversee the dawah activities of the society. 4/-Hilul
Committee was equally constituted to monitor al] those that revert into Islam through
the society. This committee on converts works in conjunction with the Guidance and
Counseling Committee o make sure that the welfare of the new converts is adequately

taken care of. Below are the outstanding de‘wah activities of the branch.

The Sunday Prayer/lecture Session (8.30 am to 12.00 pm)

Like other branches of the society worldwide. the Horin branch of NASFAT
conducts praverlecture session every Sundayvs of the week. In the recent period. the
branch introduced a new dimension by interchanging the w cehly lecture with (special)
prayerin view of the fuct that members have more interest in supplication than lecture
and whenever a lecturer commences lecture. some of them a seen leaving the prayer
ground before the departure time. The Tateness of members to the praver ground in the
morning equally informed the introduction of a supererogatory praver (salarut tashilyy
between 8.00am and 8.30 am."® With this strateey. the association is able o retain its

members for a period of three hours and thirty minutes.

Observance of Tahajjud (midnight remembrance of Allah and prayers)
The observation of the mid-night supererogatory prayer in congregation is one

of the da' wah activities of NASFAT. This activity. unlike any other da'weh activity of

the association. received condemnation from scholars majorly because of the

mvolvement o women at an hour when they should be in-door with their hushands,

The branch of the society still retains the activity despite this condemnation in view of

the fact that it is considered a better way of elevating the members spiritually. More so.

it is considereda hetler alternative for some ol the Muslim women who sneak out of

their husband™s houses 1o attend the Christians night vigil. However. women are warned

not to attend the programme without the consent of thejr husbands and as against the
. . . va o 4T3 . 19
national standard of twice in a month. the taheffid is reduced 1o once in g month
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The Sundays Arabic and Islamic Classes
The branch has attained a number of successes in the education of its members.
Three batches of graduates of the recitation of the Quran have been celebrated with
married women outnumbering men. Graduates of the Qur’an schools still proceed 10
study the meaning of the Qur *an. traditions of the Prophet (s.a.w) and some elementary
aspects of the Arabic grammar, Currently, the Qur’anic school has a population of up to
twenty students and all of them are women,2° A separate class is organized for children.
Children in this class are in hundreds and they are divided into two classes for the
purpose of convenience in managing them. Majority of the children in this class are
those who attend the prayer with their parents but are not mature enough to stay with
the elders. The teachers keep them busy with some Islamic rhymes and teachings

.21
throughout the asalaru period®

Economic Empowerment and Skills Building for Members
One of the latest innovation in the branch
scheme which takes different dimensions among which is the free training of interested

association is its empowerment

members on the production of materials such as perfume, soap and air fresheners.
Others with small scale businesses are piven short term interesi-free loans 1o enable
them expand their businesses while some are trained in catering services. Even though,
majority of the beneficiaries are women, the society has succeeded in wiping the tears
of poverty from the face of some Muslims through this programme. &

Dd’waf on Television, Radio and Print Media

Eventhough. invitation 1o the way of Allah through preaching is considered the
ultimate dacwah, the commitment of NASFAT. Horin branch to this aspect is quite
insignificant. Unlike when the association started in Horin with da‘wah activities on
television and radio especially during the months of Ramadan, the branch of the society
no longer sponsorlectures on teley ision and radio. The excuse given is that there are a
number of public lectures all over the town during Ramadan hence, resources 10 he
used for such lectures should be diveried to the feeding of the destitute during the
evening hours of the month.? When inquired whether the association participates in the
public lecture during the month or any other time, it was confirmed that the association
neither organizes public lectures in the town nor visit villages for dacwah, The da‘wah
chairman confirmed that he passed a Onc-Ycar-Dm'u'u/:-.f\cli\'il)-' proposal 10 the
exeeutive of the association in November. 2014 and the proposal centers on open
lectures in villages and other activities for the whole vear of 2015 but up till the month
of May 2015. the proposal is denijed consideration®®

S ——
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Welfare Visitation to the Less Privileged Homes
Amony the laudable da“wah activities of the association is the visitation to the

less privilege homes. The Ilorin branch of the society has a programme of visitation to
the inmates in the prisons, the motherless homes and the hospitals. This programme, as
laudable as it is, is limited to the month of Ramadan and it is the Ramadan committee
of a year that designs the modality for the visitation and what shall be given to the less
privileged.?®

An Examination of the Da"wah Activities of the Branch Association
A study of the da“wah activities of the association reveals thatthe association

sets out to unfold the beauty of Islam by inviting people to Islam using divergent
strategies such as:
Educating members of the association both western and Islamic Education
Bringing Muslims under the same umbrella of understanding
Putting the welfare of the Muslims in the fore front.

With the adoption of the divergent strategies. the association is already working

bl B =

towards achieving its aim of developing an enlightened Muslim society nurtured by a
true understanding of Islam for the spiritual upliftment and welfare of mankind and it
equally agrees with part of the provision of Qur'an 16:125 that enjoins that invitation to
the way of Allah should be with wisdom but unfortunately, justice is not done to the
second part which enjoins [ear preaching. The Sundays lectures at the prayer ground
can definitely not fill this vacuum because:

I- Information reveals that the Sunday lectures is lacking consistency in the
present day. It is now mostly replaced with supplication in congregation which
is led by a member of the mission board

2- Most of those at the prayer ground are convinced Muslims. Muslims in
surrounding villages are already being taken away by the Christian missionaries
because no Muslim missionary goes to them to explain the religion of Islam to
them. .

3- More than one hundred non Muslims have being baptized at the praver ground
and less that ten percent still remain with the society or with Islam because they
embraced Islam not on conviction by words of Allah but because of their desire
to associate with a flourishing organization.®®

4- The provision of Qur'an 41:33 is that. no any other means of propagating the
religion of Allah could supersede preaching the word of Allah. Even when

Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) was raised as a messenger, his first assignment was

to preach the word of Allah as contained in Quran 74:2,

e e
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Conclusion
This paper has established that NASFAT is one of the non governmental faith

based organizations (FBO) with capacity strength of millions of members scattered all
over the world. The society emerged as a solution 1o the problem of Muslims mass
conversion 1o Christianity. Having recorenised the vital role this great association is
playing in giving a remedy to some socio-religious problems and its arcas of weakness.
['his paper hereby recommends that;
I- _The activities of the organization should be extended to remote areas of the country
2- Public lecture should be given priority
3- Radio and television programmes should be extended beyond Ramadan period
4- The branch should encourage publication of Islamic literatures for the education of
the masses
5- Members of the society should be made to know that observation of
supercrogatory prayer is better observed individually at home than in congregation
at the outskirt of the town
6- Tahajjud in Islam is not expected to take over the whole night. all verses on it and
traditions of the Prophet confirm that one should deny himself the night rest tor just
a fractional part of the night. This fact should be explained to members.
it is of the paper's view that if the association should adopt the above
recommendation. it would be a better ambassador of [slam among the Muslims and non

Muslims
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