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This study investigated the relationship betri,cen parcnts' socio-econorlic status
and their children's educational attainment. The nrain objectir,e of the studv rvas
io knoiv about difl-erent socio-economic factors (parents' income level, palents'
education level, parents', and occupational status) that alfect students'
educational attainment in Eti-Osa local goverrtrnent sccondary schools. Tlris
;tucly u,as a descriptive study and co-relational jn nature. Trvo ltundred (200)
Jtuderlts r'vere sarnpled fi'orn the sarnpled schools. Dernographic data ol tlre
respondents ri,ere analyzecl tvith the use clf fi'equency and percentage s. 'i'o ernswer
fie researc].r hypotheses, ANOVA and t-test rvere used at 0.05 levcl of signiticant.
Finally, the study unveiled significant difference ol prnl's61't income as regarcls
rcademic attaintnent of the students. It was recomrreniied ihat governnrent should
iake some serious jnitiatives in uplifting tlre socioeconon'ric status of people,
:specially focusing on the increase of tlreir fantily incoine, and pioviding
education to their children to achieve sood status in the society.

Introduction

Education provides knowleclge and skills. inculcate values, training of instincts, fostering the right attitude and habit
of the students or learners. Jimba (202C) obset'ved that, cultural heritage and valLies are transmitted flonr one
generation to another through education The responsibility of training a child allr,ays based in the hand olthe
parents. This is congruent rvith the comn:on assertion by sociologist that education can be an instmment olcultiiral
change r.vhich is being taught fi'om homeand sonre other places in the society. It is not cut of place to imagine that
parental socio-econorric background canhave possible effects on the eclucational altainrneiit of students in school.
Whatsoever affect the developrnent stageof children r,vould possibly affect their education or disposition at a point
in time.

f)$. 2r. l'{CIJfSI, 4:t, 2C?2



Nigeria like any other developing nations rvitnessed series of political instability lvith various eflects on educational
policies at federal, state, and local govemrnent levels. This gr:idually laid the ioundation of fallen standard of
eclucation at the primarl, and secondary school levels, rvhich car.rsed clill'crential academic perlonlance of student in
1he qucst ol finciing survivirl Ii:':t. (Shittu 1001). Opined that the nation has evolved the socio-econornic and
eclLrcaiional rncasurc, but this trave n..rt inrproveil the socio-ecouoliric ol'status l'arnily in rhe countr',v (Dalogun,20i9).
Social classification or categorizing of indiriduals to different socio-econornic statns is common in alrnost all
societies all. However, Servnet (2017) also reveals that some of the criteria used to rank its members in a cerlain
society are social origin, educational background, rvealth" ilo\ver, religion ctc. Adnrasu (2016) asserted that the
social positions of stuclents' lanrily ilave ini-luences on thcir educational opportunitics, acccss, and iicadernic
perflorntance. In the study cited in (Jirnba, l0l3) socio-econonric status is nreasured by an inclex that inclLrdes

in[ormation describing lanrily structure, ;raren:al education, irncl occupation. Parental labor nrar]<ct parlicipation and
r.vhether a student's farnily has speciiic educatirnal and cultural possessions at home.

Daranrola (2007), opined that the role plal,ed by socio-economic status of'people in the society is very minute and it
can only lvork iirnong the non-eclucated and h:lpless citizen in the society. f'his means lhat people nowadays have
seen the benefit of holding a goocl status and they have started mctivating their cliildren to level up with those of
higher socio-economic status and mired in ccmmunication and inieraction rvith thern. Dor-rglas (2016) opined that
"str.rdcnt lrom lorver socio-econonric backgrouid status tend to have better pcrfonnance and attainment, if they ri,ere
privileged to attend a school that also serves students from more advantaged socio-economic background.
Adeyerno (20 10), said that pupils' home background/socio-economic status can have significant jntluence on their
academic perfbrmance. It refers to lamily characteristics inciuding parents' level of eclucatior.r, occupation, and
support to the child, lamily size and nunr'oer oisiblings. Socio-ccononric status has also Iiul< to larnily structr-rre. As
single parent families on averalte have lort,e: levels of ir.tconre, are headed by parcnts rvith lou,er educational
attainment and are less lihely to be in the labor fbrce, cirildren lronr these farnilies are likely to have lorver
educational perfbnnance. FIill (2004) argucd tht socio-ecouomic stattrs of parents docs not only aflect the acaderric
performance, but trlso rrakes it impossible tbi children frorn lorv lracksround to conrpete rvith their counterpafts
front high socio- economic backglound under ihe sanre acadernic environnrent. Guerin (2001) posited that palenlal
socio- economic status could atlect school chillren as to bring abciut tlexibility to acljtrstrlent to the diflcrurt school
schedules. All these argulxents indicate socic-econotnic statr"rs ol parents have great influcnce on their childrcn
academic attainmgnt.

St:ltement of the prctltrem

Parents are the rnost crucial agent that require responsibility regarding to their childrcn learning. Nfany researchers
shorv that parents' involvenient in their childrtn's edLrcation is an imporlant corxponent lor students' success atrd

attainrnent. (DougJas 2016) Flowever" all pnrents do not have the same resources or opportLrnities to act orr educatiou
expectations for their orvn children. Daramola (2007), stated tltat many parents neglect their children education
attainment because of money. jiirba (2020), r:ported that in l(u,ara state polyteclrnic five students rvere caLrght by
Nigerian police officers in an uncorrpleted building instead of them to be in lccture roorn attcncling lectures they
were in another area drinking alcohol, accorclng to the report by police officers, three students out of them il'ere
fiom rich homes rvhile the remaining two werefrotn lorver class, this was occuned because of pcer influence. Bello
(20 l9) opined that the student of kofar ruu,a secondary school in Kano rvhose name is Danladi Kabir flron.r lotver
class decided not to attend classroom on dailybasis because of the poor condition of his parent. Abdulaziz (2019)
reporledthat Kelvin umokoro of Al-hiqmah University in Ilorin dccided not to attend lecture room because of over
pampering by his parent. The report shows that his parent use to give hirn one hundred and fifty tl'rousand Naira
(150,000) rnonthly, eventually this student became delinquent in the society. Falooq (2011) studied on the factors
that aflect students' achievement in relation to hotne background. cultural and school factors in dif lerent levels. But
the researclter couldn't collie across any resear.h rvork on the inf'lLrence ofeconon.ric statLrs olparents on educational
attainlnent of secondary schooi students specificalll, in Eti-Osa. Flou,ever, as the rescarcher observed, lhere uas
socio-economic status difl-erence aurong the commui.tity of Lagos, nrust be stLrdied for it could have relation rvilh
5tuCc!rts' cducrtional allairrnrcnt.

ObSective of the Study



The study exarrined tl.re ir-rfluence of economic status as a predictor oleducational attainment of secondary school
students in Eti-Osa r.netropolis of Lagos Stae.

Rcsearch Hypothesis
The tbllorving hl,poiheses were lcsted at 0.0-5 level of'signilicance

Ho1: There is no significant difference in educational attainments of studert ba'secl on parents' inconrc status.

Hcs2: '[hete is no significant T]rere is nc signiiicant diff-erence in eclLrcational attainmetrts ol studertt based on

parents' eclucrtional lcvcl.

R.evielv r:f tr{clated Liter:rture

Parent's income and Students' AcadeniicAttainment

Rcsearchers confirnr thirt the level ol linrily iLrcome greatly detenrine ihe chance of- students' sun,i.,'al in
educational system and studcnts' acaclcnric attainment. Flassen (2005) statcd that the pupils from lorv-income
farlilies would likely be acadenrically poorer than those academically privileged one. Children's educalion couid be

influenced by parer.rts'econontic backgroutd. Next to their ability to educate their children, tlte economic status of
people plays a huge role irr llreir orvn education. Sclalani (2020) parents u,itl.t lorver income otien must *'oi-k Ionger

hours to earn their srnall salaries. This cc.uli not let them help their cliildren and gettirrg tlore involved in their kids'
learning process. Sclafirni furthcr argued tlrrt lorv-inconre parents rvho expressed rnore conf-lict at horne ol'er child
rearing and l'amily lules failed to provide a consistent message to their children, resulting in poorer school
pcrfbnnance. In fact, it is not alrvays tn-re tlat jovver-income parents are ncglectluI palcnts, bLrt it is easy lo slip into
that stereot),pe under extreme pressure S;lafani (2004). Income level had also been shorvn to override other
educational inf'luences such as parental inr'olvement. N'lcNeal (200 l). believed that Iorv incorire negativell'rifibcts
academic attainnrcnt, because lorr, inconre prevent access to vital resoLrrccs ancl oreate aclditional stress at home

N,larioribanks (2016), parent-child relations also v;Lry u,ith parents' socio-ecouc'inric status. Regercling tlris, l{erriot,
ancl Johrr (1996) sLrggestccl that the loiver the econonric status, the r.venker is parental supclvision.'fliev lound rhiit
the lo-"verthe parent's socio-ccononric staiLri, the less frequently do parents initiate talks rvith school s1a{l'abouttheir
clrildrcn's problerrs. And also, the lower thE sccio-econornic status, the smaliel the proportion of paicnls iiitc;'rstecl
in their children's schoolr,vork. N':oreover, the lorv level the parent's socio-ecc-nonric status, the less the parent's
participation at school events.

Educltion of Parents and Stutlents' Acaciernic Attainrnent

Parents' educational level is an important ftrctor that cletermines students' acadernic attainment. Farocq (10 ll)
asserted that students rvhosc parents are edrcatccl score higher on standaldjzed tests tlian those r.vhose parents tvcre
not educated at secondary school level. '1'1.:y af illrned that educated parents can be bettcr corlirnunicate r.vitir their
chilclren regarding schoohvorks and activitil-s. itiil, (2004) attesteci thztt tlre statLrs of parents clocs not oriiy' afhct the
acaclerric attainntent olstr-rc'lents, but also riiike it irrpossible lbr children fl'om lorv socio-economic background to
cornpete rvell with their counterparts fior.n high socio-econornic bachground under the sanre environment. Berends

& (2008), said that tamily is the lrain factol irfluencing the lives and oLrtcornes of stuclents, parental educatiorral

level is a por.verful factor positively related and influence student's acaderric attainrnent. This inclicates that, the
great intcrconnection of educational level of parents rvith their children cducational altainrnent. One ofthe reasons

why literacy strongly affects student's edumtion is because parellts rvho have attended tertiary education are lound
to be more involved rvith their children eCuration than thatparent uho did not cornplete secondary school (Sclafani,
2004). lllitelate parents sirrply havc more mnranaged stress in their lives, and this stress interf'eres rvith abilit;,r and
opportunity to intcract with their child and they cannot handled any academic problcnrs facing their u,ards in school,
cornpare to educated parcnts r,vho is a.raiklble to clrcck child's books and tnake any corlplainto the scliool authority
when the issues arises, educated parents also create time to look at the child's previous years gradcs and tcst scores,

attendance register or child puirctualily ir.r school and peers of'the childrcn that he/shc moves lvith at a point in tinte.
He fiuther opined those palents rvith educated background have a much easier tin.re preparing their children for
school and undet'stand what encoLrntered students through their learning compared to parents lacking this
background.

pS. 31 . I'ICJESI. 4: 1 , ?022



Parents' Occupation and Students' Academic Attainnlent.

Parents of diflt'ercnt occupation often have different styles of child rearing, clilfurent ways ol disciplining their
children and ciitfurent rvay's of reacting to their child's problenrs. -I'heso dill'eleilces do nLrt cxpress thcmselves
consistently as expected in the case of evcry faniily; rather they influence 1he average tendcncies of farnilies lor
dillerent occupational classes. (Rothstein 2018). Occupational status of parents influences the acadernic atlainrnents
ol children. z\dmasu, 2014) vierved socio-econornic strtus as parental occupation accounts for the sr-rbstantjal

difference in econornics attainment. Similarly, Dorvney (citecl in Ac1rlasu,2C0-l) rei'ealed that parental occupaiion is

a kcy lirctor in the progress olthe child at scirool and in their later life. In conirast rvith this. Adrrrasu. (2004) stated

that parcnts' occLipation statLis has no signiiiciint iilp.act oir stucients' acacleilric attaiornent. On the other hand. Brent
(1998) stated that parent's educational level has more influence than parenlal occupation in their children's
acadernic attainrnent. Parental occupational status is strongll, associated rvith horv people think about and act in
school. Brent, (2C08) stated that students fiom high level occupation are more likely to havc the econornic resources

to pLrrchase instructional nraterials and echicational scrvice exaurple, corxplltcrs that are not available to stucienls

whose parents have lor,v level occupational statLrs.

Family Size anC Stutlent's Acatlemic Attainment

Family is one olthe nrost important agents olsocialization and tlte lnost basic of all social iirstitutions. Therefore,
socio-cconorric status is also linked to lamily stillcture. Regarding this idea. Broderick (2005). said that fanril_v-'

slructure begins rvith the t$'o or rnLrre persons, shai'ing a colnnron resiclence, and related by blood. acloption. or
marriage. In Ethiopian context, family is a group of two or nlore persons characterized by cornrron residence,
econorxic cooperation, and reproduction. It includes adults of both sexes, at least trvo of i.vhom rlaintaininq a

socially approved sexual relationship becaLrse ol reproduction and cirild rearing of one or rrore or adopied bl the

serually cohabited adults. Balogun (20 I9). statcd that the fanrily plai's a ccntral role in prcserving ancl transrnitting
cLrltrrral valucs fionr gcncration to gr-rtr'r'ltion. N'loreover, the lamilir provicles love, cale, intinracy, altd prinrLir'\,

protection to the 1,'oung. Children il'onr single parent hcluseholtls clo not perfbrm as u,ell in school as chiidren l-ioirr

two parent householcls lVlaljoribanks (20i6), lound that se\1eral tlif ferent e,xplanatiorrs lor this attlinrxelt gap. 5in11e
parent houseirolcls have lcss incornc and iliere is a Iack of suppolt ihet lay qround to increase strcss nrrd conilicts. lie
iLrrther said tliat Single palents olten struggle with tirre managernent issues due to balancing many dilf-erent areas of
litb on their orvn. Some research has also shorvn that single f,arrlilts are Iess invoive,-l u,iiir ihcir chiklren litd
therefbre less encouragemcnt and have lorver erpectations of their childrcn than tr.r'o parenls.

Thcory of Economic Status
Keynesian economics (Keynesianisrn) are the various theories about horv jn thc shofi run, and especially Curing
recessiorls, econornic output is strongly influenced by aggregate dcmand (total spending in the econonrl,). In the
Keynesian vierv, aggre.gate demand cloes not nccessarily eqr,ral the productive capacity ol'the economy; instead. it is

influenced by a host offactors and sometinles behaves crratically, aff-ecting production, enrplol,nrent, and inflation
(Soborvale, 20 l6). The theories forming the basis ol l(e,vnesian econon.rics rvere llrst presented by tlte British
econor.nist John Maynard Kel"nes dLrring Lhe Great Deplcssion in his 1936 book, The General Thccrv rif
Employrnent, IntcrcstandiVloney(Hurrphrey. 1939). Iieynesianeconouristsollcnargrrethatprir,atesectordecl,iions
sometirnes lead to inelficient macrLrecononric outconres ri,hich require active policy responses by the public s,:ctor
monetary policy actions by the central banl< and liscal policy actions by the govemment, to stabilize output over tlte
business cycle (Sobou,ale,2016). I(elnesian econolnics served as the standard oleconornic rnodel in the developcd
nations during the parl of the Great Depression, World War il, and the post-rvar ccononric expansion (19.15-i973),
though it lost sorne influence fbllorving the oil shock and resulting stagflation of the 1970s (Shea 2002). l-he advent
of the f-inancial crisis of 2001- 08 caused resurgence in Keynesian thought, rvhich continlles as new I(eynesian
economics.

Research Methodology

This is a descriptive survey research ol the relationship betlveen parents' socio-econonric status and children
educatjonal attainment in Eti- osa rretropolis I-agos state, Nigeria. Iihe population lor this study consisted of all
public and private secondary schools located in Lagos state, Nigeria.'I'he target population lor this study were
purposively selected ten (10) schools ir lrti-os;a melropolis in Lagos state, Nigcria. Sinrple random sampling

!",1 : li : i 1'1 l: 1 i:;'



technique tvas used to santple respondents for thjs stucly. In each school twenty (20) responclents (students) rvere

sampJed making tr.vo hundred (200) respondents all together for this study in both private and public secondar'1,

schools in Eti- osa, Lagos state. In this study SS1, SS2 and SS3 students rvere used to participate in the study just to
have clear unclerstanding,,vhile {illing questionnaire. The instrur.nent \r,as used fbr the collection of the data wi}s the

researcher's questionnaire. The questionnaire rvas clesiglreil to galher informatio;i froil the rcspondents (stLrdents).

1'he questionnaire divicled in to trvo sections. Section A, deal rvith denrographical data ofthe respondcnts, section R

containcd the iterns in the research questions rvhich the respondents lvere askcd to rcspond to. The Qucstionnaire
rvls,l-point Liliert scrle, the instrunrent was developed by the researchcr and rvas scrutinizo b,v- qualified lectLriers in
the depnrtrnent. The instrunreirts rvas given to 200 st'rcleitts lit-.rn the selected Secondary Schc,ols in Eti-osa, Lrgos
state. A lettcr oI introdLrction end identitlcation rvas col]ected fi'orn the Departtne;rt o['Social Sciences Eciucation.

f-acLrlty of Eilucirtion Univer-sity of ilorin, to lhe authcrt'iiies of the sarnplcd schoois. -lhc valirlity oithe instlunrent
rvas done using content and lace vaiidity approach i.e tire instrurrrent lvas givcn to trvo lecturers in Social Scicnccs
Education Departunent (SSE), University of Ilorin for corrcction. l'he reliability rvas deternrincd r-rsing test-re-test
approach. The reliability of the instrument rvas detenrincd using test-retest technique at 0.5 level of si-enificant. The
rcsearcl-r hypotheses r.vcrc tcstcd using Anaiysis of Varience (ANOVA) and intlependent sanrple t-test the hypothesis
at 0.05 level ofsignificance.

Ch irracteristics of ilespon<!ents

Table I

Distribution of Responilcrits Rased on Cender
Gender Frequency Percentage

Male
Fcinale

8-5

l15
42.s
57.5

Total 100.0
Tablel: shows tlrat 85 (42.5)9n respondents of the total respondents are nrale, rvhile 115 (57.5) ?i, olthe respondents
are fenrale.

Table 2

Distribution ol Respondents Based On School Attendeil
School Attencled Fleqr-rency Percentage

200

Private
Public

104
96

52.0
48.0

Total 100.0

Table 2: shorvs that 104 (52.0) 0Z respondents of ihe total responder.rts attended private schools, u,hile 96 (48.0) % of
the respondents attended public schools.

Table 3
Distribution olResponclcnts B.lsed On Class Level
Class Frequency Percentage

200

SSI
S52
SS3

106
65
29

53.0
) l.)
14.5

Total 20{t 100.0
Table 3: indicates that 106 (53.0) % respondents c.lthe total
rvhile 29 (14.5)% are in SS3.

respondents are in SSI class,65 (i2.5) 9,6 are in SSl,

Table 4
Distribution of Respondents Parents Based On Parents Occupation Statr,rs

Status Frequency Percentar:e
Ernpioyed
[Jnemployed

169

3l
84.5
15.5

Total r00.0
Table 4: indicates that 169 (114.5%) of the respondents' parents are employed whilc 3l (15.596) are unenrplol'ed.

200
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Table 5
Distribution of the Respondents Based On Parents Eclucation
Level Of Education l'reqLrency Percerttage

SSCE
NCE
B.Sc./[lND
Others

78

-15

J-

5-)

39.0
17.5
r 6.0
27.5

Total 100.0

Table 5: inr-licates that 78 (3!l%) cf the iespcndcnts' parents ale SSCE hoklers,35 (17.596) are I\lCLl hcldcrs,32
(169/o) aLe fl.Sc./'llND liolclers u,hile -55 (.21 .5%) of the respondents' parcnts hold otheis.

Table 5

Distribution of Respondents' Parents Rased On Econorric Status

Econornic Status Frcq Lrcncy Percenta._qe

:00

l.orv
Mediuu.r
FIigh
Tolal

27

llr)

-17

200

l3.5
68.0
18.5

100.0

Table 6: sirows that 21 (13J%) of the respondents'parents are ollow econornic stattis, 136 (689'6) are of nrediun.r

econonric status and 37 (13.5%) are ol: high economic status.

Hypothesis Tcsting

This part of the study contains the re.ult of the testcd lry'potheses and interpretation of the clata analyzed. The
qr-restionnaires tbr this stucly ivere design or developcd to find out the infonnation neecled tbr tire Cata anal,vsis and
hl,pothcsis tcsting. All the conectly ccmpleted copies of- the questionnaires were collected anC sub.jectcd to the
necessary statistical analysis. T-test and Analysis of variance (ANfOVA) process rvere used lo test the lesearch
h1'potheses postLrlated for this study.

l{or Tliere is no significant Cillercnce ineducational attainments olstr-rdent based on parents' incoine status.

T:rhle 7
ANOVA analysis of-students' edr:cational attainments based on parcnts' income status

Source Sum of Squares df Mean Square F-value Sig

.Betrveen Groups 129.381
Within Croups 13453.491

2 364.690
191 68.292

5.340 0.00

Total I 4 1 82.87-5 199

NB: *signilicant at 0.05 alpha level
Table 7 inclicates that calcLrlatecl l''-val',tc of 5.34 u,ith a sig value rvhich is less than 0.05. Bascd on this result.
hypothesis one is reiected. Flence. the;e is significant diflerencc in educational rittainrnents of str-rdent based on
parents' income status in Secondary School in Eti-Osa Local Covernrnent Lagos State.

Hou: There is no significant difl'er:ence ir edr"rcational attainnrents of'sludent bascd on parents' cdr-rcational level.
Table I
ANOVA analysis of students' eclucational attainments bascd on pareirts' educational level.
Source Surn of Squares df Mean Square F-r,alue Sig.
Betrveen Groups 517.049
Within Groups 1366-5.826

3 112.350
196 69.124

'+2.472 0.00

Total 14 I 82.875 199

NB: *significant at 0.05 alpha level
Table 8 indicates that the calculated F-value (2.412) with a sig valr-ie rvhich is less than 0.05. Based on this result,
hypothesis one is re.jected. Ifence, there is significant ditference in educational attainments of studcnt based on
parents'eclucational Ievel in seconciary school in Eti-Osa Local GovernrlentLagos State.

pG.34. Nll,l[Si, a:1, 2il3i



Discussion
There rvas significant difference in students' educational attainrnellts baseci on parents' income status in Sccondary

School in E,ti-Osa Local Govcurrnent I-agos Stale. Which is contrary to Dararnola (2007) ''rfiich says there is no

signiticant relationship betrveeir stuclents' educationaI attainnlent and parents' incorne statr:s in seconclary school in
Eti-Ose local glovernrncnt. I'here r.r'as a signiiicant ciilfirerrce in Striclents' Ecucational ;\ttainnrent L.used on paients'

educatiorral level in Seconclary School in Eti-Osa Local Govemment Lagos State. Which is in conibrmity rvith
Adeyemo (2010) r,r,'hich also says there is no signitrcant dilference in Educational Attainrrent and Parents'

Educational Level in Secondary School in Eti-Osa Local Governrnent Lagos State. This is also in line rvith Gucrin
(2017) rvhich also sar,s thcre is a relationship betrveen students' eclucationll attainrnent and parent ernplo'.,mr'nt in
Secondary School in Eti-Osa Local Govenlrent Area Lagos State.

Conclusion

The stLrdy concluded that Parental socio-cconotnic status is liaving a significant inf'luence on the educaiional

attainment olthe 21't centnry learners. On the other hand, parents rvho clo not cngage in thcir chilc'lrcn educational
proccss due to dilfcrent factors are also considered to be capable of replessing iind clestroying the nrotivation and
ability oftheir children through neglect and indiflerence to their attainnrents.

fltecommentlations

-f 
he fb I lou'i rrg rccornur en(lati on rvet'e ntide

1. Conclircive school environmeut and n.:ore erperitrent curriculLm that u,ill cornpensate the detrintental
eflect of lol.v statLrs olsonre lrarents shoLrld be provided.

2. The task ol educating stLrdent shoLrld not bc left in the hand ol thcir individLral parcnt alcne. but
governrrent, philanthropists, non-governtnent organizations nrustjointly put hand togethcr financially and

other rvise to briclge the dilfercnce betrveen the econorric stiltLis.
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