i

Vo 2T 4

University of Abuja

JOURNAL OF

S0GIOLOGICAL
STUDIES

Uol. 5 No.2 ISSN:1595-577K  June, 2018




‘ :,..fw\\.\«
i  University of Abuja

JOURNAL OF
SOCIOLOGICAL
STUDIES




Published by : Editorial Committee

Department of Sociology
Faculty of Social Science, University of Abuja

1. Prof.Suleiman B. Mohammed
PMB 117‘, Abuja, FCT- Nigeria 2. Prof Wilfreds. Tile
3.  Prof. Restituta B. Ilgube
2018 © Faculty of Social Science, 4.  Prof. Alanana O. Otaki
University of Abuja 5. Prof. Margret Bahal
Abuja, Niesrid 6. Prof. Philomena Ozo Esan
7. Asst. Prof DagaciA. Manbe
ISSN: 1595;577X 8. Dr.UmarKari
: 9. Dr. Tope Alabi
‘ 10. Dr.lLadiS. Matinja
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this publication may be 11. Dr AyubaD. Mgbegah

reproduced, stored in data base or retrieval systems or transmitted
in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise), without the prior written permission of the
publishers of Abuja Journal of Sociological Studies

University of Abuja Press

)

Main Campus,
Along Airport Road ; ¥

- University of Abuja

Abuja -:Nigeria

Editor-in-Chief
Member
Member
Member

Member

- Member

Member

Member

Member

Business Manager
Editor.

'F;rintedvinNigeriak')y‘ 5 . 4 f//j | 3% 77/_\ / 4L’C %




EDITORIAL ADVISERS

1. Prof.0.0.Alubo
Department of Sociology, University of Jos

2. Rev.Prof. Wegh
Department of Sociology, Benue State University, Makurdi

3. Prof.AdaOkan
Department of Sociology, Federal University Lafia

4. Prof. Obida G. Wafure ]
Department of Economics, University of Abuja

5.  Prof.SamO.Smah
Department of Sociology, Nasarawa State University, Keffi

6. Prof. AuduG. Nanven
Department of Political Science, University of Jos.

Editors’ Note

Abuja journal of sociological studies (AJSS) is a peer review
quarterly journal published by the Department of Sociology,
University of Abuja. Its primary aim is to play a leading role in
providing access to contemporary knowledge and research
findings that will continued to advance practical knowledge in
the field of sociology and other related fields of study.

The journal considers for publication relevant articles that falls
within the scope of the journal. Those adjudged to be relevant
and of high standards are been subjected to a very through
editorial review and assessment by the journal editorial review
board made up of seasoned scholars of varied backgrounds in
social and humanities disciplines.

The decision to published, or otherwise, an articles rest square
upon the shoulder of the editorial boards.



Table of Contents

Types of Relationship to Heads of Household and the
Educational needs of Orphans and Vulnerable Children in
Bayelsa State, Nigeria

... Egharevba, J. Osagie

i Ishmael, Benjamin Goodnews

jii Uzobo, Endurance 1

Urban Agriculture and Food Security: An Approach for
Urban Crime reduction in Nigeria. A study of Urban Farmers
in Lagos

Abdullahi Haruna Ishola... 35

The Role of Local Government in Rural Development in Abuja
Municipal Area Council of FCT.

i Abechi, Andrew Alapa

ji Ayegba, Monica Aladi , ,

ii Egbuche, Miriam Nkiruka 60

Local Government and Community Development in Nigeria:
Challenged Prospects.
Solomon Benjamin Adekunle ... 97

Inmates Health Challenges and Seeking Behaviour in Selected
Prisons in South-Western Nigeria

l. Abrifor Chiedu Akporaro

ji Adeoye Beatrice Damilola

i Onabajo Bamidele Oladipupo ... 122

The Impact of Work Related Stress on Employee
Commitment

i Iduemre, Ochuko Ph.D

ii  Ajayi Sandra M.Sc

i Omoyibo Kingsley Ufuoma (Professor) ... 143

Gas Flaring and the Energy Poverty Paradox in the Niger Delta
/5 Jack, Jackson T.C.B.
i,  Zibima, Tubodenyefa Ph.D 168

Exposure to Sexual Content Via the Social Media and Its
Influence on the Sexual Behaviour of Undergraduate
Students of Kaduna State University

/ Amos Akpokos James Ph.D

il Rabiu Hauwa Inuwa ... 190

Jungle Justice and Its Socio-Economic Implications in
Nasarawa State of Nigeria

. lllah, Obadiah .

il Dalhatu Musa Yusha’u (Ph.D) ... 217

Unequal Opportunities Among the Youth Population and
Challenge to Nigeria Security
Bilyaminu Suleiman Muhammed 244

Yowards Effective Participation of Africa in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution: The Case of Nigeria.

. Joseph O. Jiboku Ph.D

Il Oluwatoyin G. Bawalla M.Sc

Wl. Peace A. Jiboku Ph.D ... 269

PP




Urban Squatter Settlement in Nigeria: Issues Arising
/ Omoro, Joseph Oke
i Ofili, Frederick lwendi ... 292

Perception of Rural Household Members on Medical Values
of Snails in Oyo East Local Government Area of Oyo State

| Raheem, W. K,

ii Oladoyinbo, O. B.

ji - Olabimisi, A. D

jv  Adeniran S.B. ... 311

The Impact of Undocumented Migration on Border Security
in Nigeria
Targba, Aondowase 328

‘Understanding The Nature and Threats of Transnational
Organised Crime on National Security in Nigeria
Abdullahi Musa, Ph.D ... 350

Islam and Media: The Challenges of Social Vices
Ahmed Gero 372

United Nations Organization and Today’s Questions: A
Historical Appraisal
Patrick U. Nwosu, Ph.D ... 387

The Relevance of Informal Crime Management Organizations
(ICMOS) in Kogi State, Nigeria

l. Samuel Aretha Rekiya Ph.D

i Raimi Lasisi Ph.D .. .. 401

Vi




——— =

WORK CITED

Abdallati H (1998) 'Islam in focus, World assembly of Muslim
Youths Jeddah.

Bilal P. (1988) 'Tafseer Soorah al-Hujuraat; A commentary on
the 49" chapter of the Qur'an ~ Tawheed publication.
International Islamic publishing house Riyadh,

Ibn Kathir, (1986) 'Tafseer al-Quran al-Adheem Vol. 2, Darul
Kutub, Beirut

David M. (1996) 'Television; A media students Guide. Arnold
Prints London

Nasiru W. (2004) 'Islam,; The Root of Hausa culture and Home

' Video, Areview of Historical — Evolution'in Hausa Home
Video, Technology, Economy and Society, Ed, Abdulla Uba
Co. gidan Dabino Kano.

Sharafa D. (2000) @ Sexting; Trends among undergraduates of
Nigerian Universities "Journal of Communication vol. 50,
No 1. International Communication Association USA'

Salih M. (2010) 'Making a Movie about Magic and Jinn' http://
Islamgqa.info/en/fatwaislam.

Taylor D www.rcgd.isr.umich.edu

Slater MD, (2003), Violent Media Content and Aggressiveness in

adolescents; A downward spiral model. California, USA.

386

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION AND
TODAY'S QUESTIONS:
A HISTORICAL APPRAISAL

Patrick U. Nwosu, PhD.
Department of Religions, University of Ilorin,

ILORIN - Nigeria.

Abstract:

In the 21st Century, there is an increased effort to protect
human dignity. This effort is now a common concern based on the
Jact of the universality of human nature. In other words, the
protection of human rights and dignity is now an international
affair that calls for international action. Again, given to social
change, human life has assumed much varied and complicated
Jorms that make the regulation of the attitudes of nations a
necessity. This is further made inevitable considering the human
experiences of two separate world wars. Hence, the United
Nations Organization (UNO) being an international
organization has the power to guarantee the freedom of nations
and people. By virtue of common humanity, rights and Justice
flow from human nature. The paper, using historical and
analytical methods, discusses the nature of history and the
emergence of the UNO. It attempts to evaluate the extent the
organization has achieved her set, goals and objectives. The
paper concludes that even though the UN has recorded great
success more challenges are yet to be addressed by the bodly.

Keywords: World Community, Human Destiny, Nature of
History, Today's Question, Human Rights
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INTRODUCTION
It seems axiomatic to begin the examination of the United
Nations Organization (UNO) and Today's Questions with some
. clarification of terms and concepts. In other words, for the
purpose of focus and comprehension, it is necessary to explicate
common assumption and the context in which the words:
“historical appraisal”, “UNO”, and “Today's Questions” are used
in this study.

In general, it is a common assumption that the history which is
_ remembered, and which continues to linger in subsequent
“ historical accounts reflects the interest of those who possess
power after the event. Put another way, it is the point of view of
the winning side that survives. This assumption has two major
‘contents. Firstly, people can have direct access with the past.
Secondly, it becomes possible, in principle so to say, to establish
the facts in a relatively simple way. Historical appraisal, as the
study sets out to do, then orders facts in a proper sequence by
reference to dates and periods. In this regard, Schaff (1964)
argued for the value of historical appraisals. For him, “the
historian's task was instructive” (p.167). This point was made
clearer by Stewart (1862), who wrote that:

History is replete with instruction, and suggestive
of duty. It takes the experience of others and offers
it to ourselves, admonishing us to shun their faults
and copy their virtues. It may be said to extend our
days, as well as experience, by carrying us back
into the past, where we seems to live with the men
of other years, to participate in their labours,
sympathize with their feelings, and share in their
woe (p. 1).
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F or Stewart (1862), engaging in' historical appraisals and
clgnfying basic assumptions, brings one into a participatory role
with others who lived before the days; thereby extending one's
own willingness to join with that of others in the past. Therefore,
historical appraisal in this study is quite suited considering the. -
fgcj[ that “the quest for world community is not... a mere abstraéf
vision for the future; but a reality that indicates that the future is
partially present” (Fahey 2005:177).

The UNQ, on the other hand, exists and functions in relation to -
the basic truths of human beings regardless of religious

affiliation and ethnic differences. It is a World Community that
asserts the following facts:

.- all human beings are created in the image of God;

- war will be abolished when people follow God's path;

- peace between nations is based on the work of justice;
and

- acommon humanity transcends all ethnic and reli gious
associations (Fahey 2005:155-156).

It was in the light of the above that Pope John xxiii (1881 — 1993)
expressed his support for an international public authority that
wpuld guarantee fundamental human rights without bias. In his
historic papal letter “Pacem in Terris”, Peace on Earth” (1963),

| he voiced out his concern for UNO thus:

Itis therefore our ardent desire that the United
Nations Organization —in its structure and in its
means —may become ever more equal to the
magnitude and nobility ofits tasks, and may the
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time come as quickly as possible when.every
human being will find therein an effect?ve
safeguard for the rights which deriv§ directly
from his dignity as a person, and whlch.are
therefore universal, inviolable and inahena:ble
rights. This is all the more to be. hoped for since
allhuman beings... are becoming more
consciously aware that they are living members
ofthe whole family (p. 145).

The papal teaching and support for the UNQ a'nchors on ‘the fac‘;
that every human being is entitle to basic rlgl'lts by v1r'tue.o
common humanity. This means that essentially rights and justice
flow from human nature itself, rather than merely from the
legislations of human persons in power.

In the twenty-first century, has the UNO been able to gchl.eV(; }]lger
set goal and objective of universgl peace based on justice? ty
meeting and negotiating, have nations a.nfl human beings come to
discover better bonds and unity deriving from the f:ornm_oE
human nature? The fore goings throw up the context in whic
today's Questions are raised in this study. How wou!d the s;ccessf
or failure of the UNO be measured, for example, in the face o
iy .

;Zriﬁgfingll:lt of the above, the paper dism_lsses the Unitedg\latl&ni
Organization and Today's Questions with focus on the hact a
no problem of human destiny is beyond human belngs.‘T e p:eqt)ltl:r
proceeds under the subheadings of: the Nature c?f Hlstory,h g
Term United Nations; some of Today's Questions and then
conclusion.

390

THE NATURE OF HISTORY
One's first encounter with history is often at the level of what
historical writers have to offer. The account of history is, in fact,
many steps removed from what actually happened. Bright (1 980)
confirms this fact when he argued that there is always a time gap
between actual event and written record. Setting out from the
perspective of biblical narratives, he wrote:

Notonly is it impossible to relate the Biblical

narratives with even approximate precision to the

events of contemporary history, but the narratives

themselves are such that they constitute the major

problem of Israel's history (p.67).

Obviously, Bright ( 1980) made his point to demonstrate the

reason why sacred sciences claim Immunity from historical
scrutiny.

Abeliefin the direct access with the pastis limited by the fact that
historical accounts are always partial in two contents. F irstly,
they offer only part of the whole story and sécondly, they express
the assumptions of the individual that is writing the account. In
the context of the foregoing, Sheldrake (1 995) has argued that
historical accounts are essentially the outcome of edited and
interpreted version of “what happened”. He wrote:

Historical revision may conclude that previous
accounts reached conclusions for unsound reasons
and yet we cannot simply assume, from the start,
that the conclusion was undoubtedly false. All that
can be said initially is that there are new questions
whichmust be asked (p.19).
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The corroboration of Sheldrake (1995) helpfully. denotes ﬁlat ;I;:
past is approached in order to explain pre_de.:termmed resub s.fu .
consequences of such a process of revision may not be tully

anticipated.

Nevertheless, with Huizinga (1936) one notes that hls}:'orzeils
always speciﬁc; and its understanding is a task to be achieved.
Accordingtohim,

In reality history gives no more than a.partlc.:u.l}';llr
representation of a particular past, an intelligible
picture of a portion of the past. It is never the
reconstruction of a given past. I} isalways th?
comprehension and interpretation ofameaning
which we look for in the past (p. 7)

So. as areflective practice, history is infused with intentionality.

i - oal of historical work is to make_ the .hlstorlcal
iiﬁzeesst?rfte%igible” (Goff 1992:1_08), the _relat1onshtlpman;;);1r§
past, present, and future is not quite peculiar to con r::h efent a
historians. Again, the challenges of _change that are 1 et
the worldly structures of human' existence are perennlines b
experience of human communities. It is .along thesle i
Irvin (1998) notes that “in the wake of the intellectua ;historical
the modern European Enlightenm.ent, a pumber 0 v
ruptures have occurred which have increasingly severe i
would bind the various presentszolf) t?et;:l.on;czgggrtag sl

ir... diverse historical past (p. 21). In this regard,
tsl;f:lira;{ c(quanges call for platform that would umtc? peﬁp\l; asswoel;fi
community. As the material forces of modernity ha
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across the globe, disruption has been experienced in virtually
every concern of the world (Irvin 1998:22), necessitating a
global union like UNO. In other words, at the end of human
experience of wreckage upon wreckage of wars, through the
UNO the question tends to be how people are to live in history

when life seem uncertain. Hence, the paper focuses attention on
UNO in the next subheading.

THE TERM UNITED NATIONS
The establishment of UNO is one of the signs of a global effort
that people have exerted over time to arrive at norms of justice
and equity for the common good of all. Notably, Kanu (1991)
submitted that it is a gross violation of Justice to do anything to
reduce the growth of a people. In the backdro
ofthe UNO, he wrote:
The protection of human dignity is an international
affair that calls for international action. Presently,
social life has assumed much varied, complicated
and rapidly changing forms that people everywhere
have either won their independence or are on the
way of willing it (pp. 62-63).

p of the emergence

Following the outcomes of the world wars, the UNO encourages
' individual nations to make good effort to observe standard of
civilized behaviour in relation to law and Justice. The above was
the animating force which enabled world powers to come

together at a time under the nomencliture of the United Nations
‘Organization, (UNO).

The term United Nations came into existence at the beginning of

€ World War I1in 1942. It was an attempt by four world powers,

nited States of America, United Kingdom, Russia and China, to
393
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employ their common strength against their common enemy and
to negotiate for peace. With other interested bodies joining, the
four world powers signed a declaration which later became the
United Nations Declaration. With Fahey, it is important to stress
that World Community like UNO, “is a social philosophy that
advocates the creation of an international democratic union of
states that will abolish war, defend human rights, secure social
justice, and protect the environment for future generations

(Fahey 2005:148).

In the course of human existence on earth, no nation has
succeeded in living in total isolation from the neighbouring
nations (Jacobson 1979:3-11). There is always the need to
network and interact. The platform for interaction has always
been necessary. Fahey (2005) captured well the need for
generally agreed machinery for state interaction when he averred
reasons for the failure of League of Nations. He wrote:
after World War I (1914-1918) the League of
Nations was formed to do what the Great War
could not: end all war. Although the League had a
World Court and a deliberative body, it lacked the
essential enforcement powers that alone could
prevent war. And so it collapsed before the
marching boots of fascism in Italy, Japan, and
Germany. The fact that the United States isolated
itself from the World Community and refused to
join the League also contributed to its failure (pp.
177-178).
So, towards the end of World War I1, there came a proposal for the
formation of an international organization, vested with
enforcement powers, to replace the League of Nations. The
proposal received general acceptance and in 1943 the UNO was
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established, for the maintenance of world peace, elimination of

tyranny, slavery, oppression and intol 1
A ’ erance. Th
resolution of the 1943 Moscow Pact. A

Therefore, the United Nations was founded to unite the strength
qf nations in the maintenance of world peace and security Tiis
time the United States did join the global community and “the
number of member states of the UN has risen from 51 in 1945. to
104in1961,to 191in2005” (Fahey 2005:178). In the context’ of
the foregoing, it could be said that the UN represents almost

every human person on earth; maki '
) ; ng the gl :
resounding success. e global body a

B.e that as it may, today's question of ‘equity and stability.
dlsarmament and terrorism; and the scourge of corru ;
leadership call to question the success of the UN and reflect (?n
5' apparc?nt failure. It is beyond the scope of the paper to enter into
these issues in detail. But suffice it to say that genuine concern
for today's challenges could be pursued as priority of

International action. Hence, the paper, now, turns attention to
some of today's questions.

SOME OF TODAY'S QUESTIONS
| Today's challenges are questions of human rights and dignity
Asa maFter of fact, there are no human rights which are pro%iucts.
f’f any 1.nternational body. According to Henkin (1988), “the
International human rights movement did not invent the co,nce t
o.f human rights” (p. 25). Put another way, the United Natim};s
1d not create any legal rights for people. Human rights are
inherent and inalienable rights; they are moral foundation under
atural law upon which international law of human ri ghts builds
d depend (Kanu 1991:80). The UNO consolidates the extent
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of relationship between nations and institutions based on human
rights to “establish order, peace and harmony” (McNeil 1963:20-
40). It is from this prism that the organization is associated with
contemporary challenges or questions.

The origins of political instability in most countries, particularly
in Africa, are associated with human right abuses, corrupt
leadership and injustice. In most cases, economic development
cannot be guaranteed by the government to eliminate it. In fact,
the Niger-Delta militancy and Boko Haram ‘insurgence 1n
Nigeria, for example, are linked to highly unequal development;
development which creates and defeats new expectations. This
has continued to threaten the political stability of the country.
Thus, Brandt (1983) suecinctly submits that “development
which relieves men and women from the indignity of poverty,
which replaces social deprivation with social will work in the
opposite direction” (p. 37). Brandt's concern is the environment
that has produced various restiveness in many African countries.
In this regard, the UNO consistently supporting equitable
development, especially in all African countries, is both morally
preferable to and less expensive than ethnic militia insurgence
and other measures its absence may warrant.

Another aspect of worsening international environment that
poses serious challenges to the UNO presently is the increase in
arms production and expenditure. Brandt (1983) has argued that
the complete failure of the UN special session on Disarmament
in the summer of 1982 was one of the most dispiriting of recent
terrorists events in the world today. From a historically conscious
perspective, he made a valuable proposal to the UNO. He pleas

that:
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gepuine disarmament be pursued as the first
priority of international action, to rid the world
both of the growing insecurity of the proliferation
of weapons, and of theirunacceptable costs,
Which now pose a serious threat to several
industrial and developing economies (p. 38).

The da.nger ofneglecting the above appeal is experienced in most
-cou.ntrles today. In Nigeria, it has triggered series of bombing
incidents and killings which have literally become a routine in
some parts of the country (Adeyemi 2011:13).

These are sensitive challenges for the UNO which go a long way
to determine the question of peace in the world today. Thus, the
challenges of today require careful handling. In this con;ext
Kanu (1991), quoting Eisenhower, laments the danger of today's’
challenges. He notes that “every gun that is made, every warship
launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft

from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and
are not clothed” (p. 88). ’

In all of these, one of the reasons for the formation of the UNO
comes to mind. The opening section of the organization's charter
states that one of the main reasons of UNO's existence is, ...to
save spcceeding generations from the scourge of war \,Nh.i.Ch
twice 1n our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to m,ankind
Therefore, the UNO needs to master?’cﬂourage to continue to pla);
her rple over member states, no matter the limitations. Friendly
relations among independent and dependent states based on
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination
should be pursued. It is the role of UN to mount rigorous
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campaign against huge spending on running governments and
sustaining military warheads.

In all, the UNO cannot address all the challenges of the 21st
Century. The way forward becomes for people to realize that
they are equally called to be signs of solidarity in the world.
Should men and women eschew all forms of corruption, ethnic
discrimination and hatred, then some other contemporary
challenges like terrorism would disappear.

- CONCLUSION

From the discussion so far, it is quite clear that the United
Nations was created in 1945 with the mandate to save succeeding
generations from the havoc-of war. Therefore, the organization

* has the statutory role to regulate the attitudes of nations towards

one another. If the world would experience peace, then there
must be concerted public reaction against factors that bring
about instability in governance, arms trading and insecurity of
different kinds.

Itis also obvious from these discussions that history is the salient
aspect of human existence. In order to guarantee peaceful
resolution of today's challenges, nations must learn from history
and be resolved to better the world for generations to come. The
basic rights of every human being must be protected since rights
originate from human nature itself rather than from the
legislations of governments. In this regard, giving each
individual the platform to be a citizen of the world, the UN could
be seen as a resounding success. Yet, the organization could do
more.
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