
Ilorin Journal Business and Social Sciences	17(1) December 2015

 
	[image: ]
	[image: ]ISSN 1115 - 960X
Ilorin Journal of
Business and Social Sciences	[image: ]	[image: ][image: ]	[image: ]
	Volume 17, No 1	December, 2015
Published by the Faculty of Social Sciences University of Ilorin, P.M.B. 1515, Ilorin, Nigeria.
	[image: ]


ISSN 1115 - 960X
Ilorin Journal of Business and Social Sciences (IJBSS)
VOLUME 17, Number 1, December, 2015
PUBLISHED BY
THE FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, [image: ]UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN,
P.M.B. 1515, ILORIN, NIGERIA.
E-mail: ijbss@gmail.com
EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS
Editor-in-Chie
Prof. Noah Yusuf	Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Ilorin,
Ilorin, Nigeria
Associate Editors
R. A. Bello (Ph.D.),	Department of Economics, University of Ilorin,
Ilorin, Nigeria
L. T.Ajibade (Ph.D.),	Department of Geography and Environmental
Management, Faculty of Business and Social Sciences, University of Ilorin
Saka Lukman (Ph.D.),	Department of Political Science, University of
Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria
Deborah S. Adekeye (Ph.D), Department of Sociology, University of Ilorin,
Ilorin, Nigeria
CONTENTS
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]1. Isiaka, M., Salawu, B. & Mohammed, A. H.- Masculinity, Police Culture and Women Representation in the Police Force in Kaduna State, Nigeria
	2.
	Ajibade, L.T., Ajewole, O. D., & Ojo, I. A.- Geographical Analysis of
	

	
	Electric Power Generating Set (EPGS) Usage in Ilorin Metropolis, Nigeria
	15-24

	3.
	Akaba, J., Iduh, B. S., & Odudu, S. — Work Casualization and
Organisational Commitment in the Service Industry in Benin City, Edo State,
	

	
	Nigeria
	25-38

	4.
	Gadzama, I. LT., Abubakar, M. B. & Mudiare, P. U. E — Women
	

	
	Empowerment through Small —Scale Businesses in Nigeria
	39-48

	S.
	Solomon, I. I. & Aliu, Fatima O. - An x-ray of core issues in
	

	
	Governance, Corruption and Development in Nigeria
	49-62

	6.
	Afolayan, G. P, Tunde, A. M. and Adeniyi, E. E.- An Assessment of the
	

	
	Challenges and Prospects of Infrastructure Provision in Kwara State, Nigeria. 
	63-70

	7.
	Abdulbaqi, S. S. & Adegoke, R. O. - Gender Roles and Attitudes in the
	

	
	Workplace: Assessment of Human Attributes and Gender Differentiation in the Media Houses
	71-84

	8.
	Adebiyi, O.M., Ishaq, A. A. & Abubakar, A.- Participatory Democracy in
	

	
	Pre-colonial Nigeria: The Old Oyo Empire in Retrospect.
	85-98

	9.
	Mohammed, M. N.- Factors Influencing the Utilisation of Maternal Health
	

	
	Care Services among Women in Urban and Rural Local Government Areas of Kano State, Nigeria
	99_110

	10.
	Ebomoyi, I. & Igbinedion, S. S. — Creating Developmental State Institutions
	

	
	in Nigeria: Lessons from East-Asian States
	111-126

	ll.
	Yusuf, N., Abdulbaqi, Z. A. & Aliyu, T. — Trade Unionism as a Catalyst for
	

	
	Organizational Development in Nigeria.
	127-134

	12.
	Olaniyi, O. S., Idachaba, E. U., Shamushdeen, A. & Akinlotan, R. [image: ]
	

	
	Globalization and Nigeria's Political Development.
	135-150

	13.
	Ugiagbe, E. O. & Edegbe, U.B.- Powerlessness, Learned-Helplessness and
	

	
	Gender Inequality Discourse in Nigeria
	151-164

	14.
	Abubakar, G. F. & Isah, A., Impact of Climatic Variables on Human
	

	
	Morbidity and Mortality due to Malaria in Argungu, Kebbi State
	165-174

	15.
	Omede, J., Ngwube, A. & Okoroafor, O. Assessment of the African
	

	
	Union's Response to the 2013 Military Coup in Egypt
	175-186


iv[image: ]







[image: ]	Ilorin Journal ofBusiness and Social Sciénces	[image: ]December 2015
AN ASSESSMENT OF THE CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROVISION IN KWARA STATE, NIGERIA
Afolayan, Ganiyu Popoola; Tunde, Afolabi Monisola & Adeniyi, Esther Enekole Department of Geography & Environmental Management,
University of Ilorin
+2348034089325; drafolayan@yahoo.com
Abstract
[image: ][image: ]The bias towards the medium-sized towns in infrastructure provision has prompted communities to provide these basic needs. This study therefore assesses the challenges and prospects of infrastructure provision in Kwara State, Nigeria with a view to understanding the contributions of communities' efforts towards this venture. Specifically, the study identifies the number of communities that are between 5,000 and 20,000 people categorised as medium sized towns; identifies the basic infrastructure provided through community efforts and examines reasons for their provision by the communities. Quantitative method ofresearch was employed to analyse the data collected through random sampling administration to 688 respondents. Infrastructure provided as revealed in the study include roads, water, health facilities, electricity, market stalls, schools and town halls. Reasons for their provision were basicallyfactorsfor urban development. The challenges faced were lack of adequatefinancial supportfrom government and communities and overestimation ofproject. The study therefore revealed the need for adequate government [image: ]support in the provision of infrastructure. Community partnership with the NGOs and the full support ofwealthy citizen in the community in this project were also suggested.
Keywords: Electricity; Health facilities; Infrastructure; NGOs
Introduction
Infrastructure provision, be it in the rural or urban settlements, directly and indirectly affects the livelihood of any human settlements. As observed by Mabogunje (1993), infrastructure provision on an extensive, continuous, and self sustaining basis becomes sine qua-non for the efficiency of operations and urban enterprises and live ability of cities. MC, Neil (1993) also stressed that, when infrastructure works, productivity and labour increases, but when it does not work, economic renewal can be postponed or halted. In recognition of the importance of infrastructure to the socioeconomic and regional development strategy, various efforts have been made in various development plans to ensure adequate provision of infrastructure among all the hierarchy of human settlements in Nigeria. Unfortunately these efforts have not yielded the desired results as most rural and medium-sized towns, sometimes referred to as "intermediate cities' have received a proportionately low share of national investment in infrastructure and their related activities when compared to the largest city in developing nations.
In view of this situation, various local communities have on their own been providing these basic needs for the physical and socio-economic development of the medium-sized towns in Kwara State. Medium-sized towns in this study are considered as settlements with population between 5,000 and 20,000 people.
of.Business 
The basis for this study therefore is to examine the provision of community infrastructure provision through community participation, identify problems in their provision and prospect in the development of human settlements.
The Study Area:
[image: ][image: ]The study area covers twenty-seven settlements with population between 5,000 and 20,000 in Kwara State. Kwara State is often regarded as the gateway or midland State. This is because of its unique location, which is between the South and North. The State lies between latitude 80N and IOON and Longitude 30 and 60 East (see fig l). The State which is an administrative unit within Nigeria Federation shares a common boundary in the North with Niger State, Kogi State in the East, Osun and Ekiti in the South and international boundary with the Republic of Benin in the West. Since its creation in 1967, attempts have been made to establish a participatory form of local government with the major objectives of involving the local people actively in the economic and social activities of their area. However, the extent of availability and quality of institutional services and infrastructural facilities reflect an extreme degree of social deprivation among the settlements. Most of the basic infrastructure required for the well-being of people and over 70% industrial establishments are concentrated in Ilorin relative to other settlements (Oyebanji 2000). The participatory form of government has assisted infrastructure provision in some communities in Kwara State.
[image: ]
Map of Kwara State showing the Medium sized towns/LGAs Source: Kwara State Surveys/Author's field work[image: ]
Fig. I
An Assessment of the Challenges and Prospects ofInfrastructure Provision in Kwara State
Conceptual Framework[image: ]
The impact of infrastructure has been perceived in various sectors of the economy basically to improve the quality of life of human settlements. These are also seen as products of industrial development and investment (Kessides 1953). The word infrastructure according to Mc Neil, (1993) gives an impression of image like concrete steel girders and metal pipe lines. According to him, infrastructure over the years has been identified with huge physical project like dams, super highways, sewerage tunnels and electric utility plants. However, infrastructure in a simple term is defined to include sectors of transport, sanitation, power, telecommunication and irrigation.
Obateru (2003), distinguishes between physical and social infrastructure while Alamu, Adedeji and Adelu (2004) classified infrastructure into rural physical and rural institutional infrastructure. These infrastructures are required by the medium sized towns to perform their functional role in the development of human settlements. Medium-sized towns have been described and defined as intermediate towns, small towns or secondary towns in various studies.
Okafor (1985) defined this hierarchy of settlements in term of their size, location and functions to include localities with a population in the range of 30,000 and 75,000 and principally serving as local government and divisional headquarters. This implies that classification of towns using population as a measure depends on the population distribution of a particular study. For the purpose of this study, towns with population of between 5000 and 20,000 are classified as medium sized towns in Kwara State and this is in consideration of its population distribution.
[image: ]Methods
The data required for this study were collected from two sources: Primary and Secondary. Primary data sources include field survey to identify the medium-sized towns. The data sources also involved administration of questionnaire using random sampling technique. In addition, all the twenty-seven community leaders and the thirteen existing unions/association were sources of primary data through Focused Group Discussion (FGD) technique.
Secondary data were obtained from documentary sources like articles, books, journals and International Research bodies like the World Bank, UNDP, and International Monetary Fund (IMF). In the analysis of the data, descriptive and inferential statistics were employed.
Results and Discussions
The study revealed a high level of participation in community infrastructure development in such areas as schools, electricity, roads, water, market stalls, health facilities and town halls. (See Table l) This confirms Adedayo's observation (1988) that, in Kwara State most of the self-help projects embarked upon by the community has been in the areas of infrastructure provision. A critical analysis of the table reveals variations among the medium sized towns in the provision of infrastructure. The analysis places Ajase-lpo, Babalonma, Bacita and Jebba I st in the ranking of the provision of earth surface roads. Out of the seven variables identified, Jebba ranks I st again in the provision of health facilities, market stalls, and town halls. This could be attributed to the location
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of the town with its increase in population size and commercial activities which in turn could influence the demand for infrastructure services. This is followed by Babalonmo in water and electricity supply, while Erin-Ile ranks 1 st in the provison of community secondary schools. Igbaja, Odo-Owa were ranked 2nd except Bacita, Chinkanda, Kaiama and Otun-Oro. All other medium-size towns provided community secondary schools for [image: ]the growth and development of their settlements. Ajase-lpo, Babalonma and Jebba were ranked 1 st in the provision of potable water
[image: ][image: ]Table 1: Rankings of Infrastructure Provision on Settlement (Medium Sized towns) Basis
	No
	
	Length of road
	Water sources
	Health facilities
	Electr
ici
	Market stalls
	Schools 
	T/ halls
	Sum of ranking

	1
	A•ase-l o
	10(7
	11(1
	
	
	20 15)
	2(3)
	1 2
	34

	2
	Babaloma
	4(11)
	10(2)
	
	
	350 1)
	2(3)
	
	34

	3
	Bacita
	
	10(2
	1 5
	o
	58(7
	
	
	14

	4
	Chikanda
	26(4)
	4 12
	1 5
	o
	65(4
	
	
	25

	5
	Erin-lie
	
	10 2
	
	o
	50(9)
	40)
	o
	15

	6
	Ganmo
	0
	3 13
	
	o
	62 5
	
	o
	26

	7
	Gure
	4 11
	3(13)
	1(5)
	o
	40 Il
	
	0
	43

	8
	Idofian
	20 5
	5(11
	2(4)
	1 1
	44 9
	1 4
	1 2
	36

	9
	I ba•a
	
	8 3
	
	1 1
	40 11
	3 2
	
	24

	10
	Hoffa
	35 3
	5 11
	
	1 1
	30(12)
	2 3
	
	36

	11
	Ija bo
	2(13)
	4 12
	
	o
	20(15
	2 3
	2(1)
	49

	12
	I• ara-lsin
	5(10)
	204)
	
	o
	50(9)
	
	
	44

	13
	Isanlu-lsin
	
	4 12
	
	o
	40 10
	
	
	39

	14
	Jebba
	
	10 1
	
	
	106 1
	
	2 1
	

	15
	Kaiama
	0
	2 14
	2(4)
	1(1)
	95(2)
	
	0
	21

	16
	Odo-Owa
	
	7(9)
	
	1(1)
	25 14
	
	
	42

	17
	O Oku
	48(1)
	501
	
	O
	12(17)
	
	
	39

	18
	Oke-Ode
	5(10
	4(12)
	3 2
	
	56(8)
	
	0
	25

	
	Oke-O i
	
	6(10)
	1(5)
	0
	40(10)
	
	o
	29

	20
	Okuta
	3(12
	3(13
	1 5
	0
	40 10
	
	o
	44

	21
	Omu o
	
	3(13)
	
	1 1
	20 15
	
	1 2
	40

	22
	Oro-A o
	
	8(2)
	
	
	15 16
	2(3)
	
	27

	23
	Osi
	0
	4(12
	2(4
	1 1
	2504
	2(3)
	1 2
	36

	24
	Otun-Oro
	302)
	4(12)
	
	10)
	26 13)
	
	1(2)
	45

	25
	Pati i
	12 6
	4 12)
	
	o
	71 3
	2 3
	
	28

	26
	Share
	3 12
	12
	3(2)
	0
	58 7)
	
	1 2
	39

	27
	Shon a
	4 11)
	
	
	
	61 (6)
	
	o
	25


Source: Authors' Field Work 2013
Note: The numbers in parenthesis rank order (1)-(27) = Rank
The technique of ranking the settlements was based on Seigal's (1956) methods of "mere summing of ranking".
According to Seigal (1956) as cited in Okafor (1981), "mere summing of ranking is the best estimate of true rank". In this case, the medium sized town with the lowest rank has the greatest intensity in infrastructure provision while the highest has the least.
[image: ]
	An Assessment of the Challenges and Prospects ofInfrastructure Provision in Kwara State
Problems of Infrastructure Provision
The communities were however confronted with some problems in the provision of infrastructure as indicated in their responses (See Table 2). The problems included inadequate financial support from government, lack of adequate funds from community members, wrong choice of project and over-estimation of project cost.
Table 1: Constraints to Effective Provision of Infrastructure

	
	Constraints
	No
Res onses
	
	Cumulative %

	
	Financial	support 	from government
	
	65.4
	65.4

	
	Lack of Adequate from community members
	230
	33.43
	98.8

	
	Over estimation of project.
	8
	1.16
	99.96

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	688
	100
	100


the
Source: Authors' Field work, 2013
[image: ][image: ][image: ]These constraints as revealed in this study are interrelated. Inadequate financial support from government accounted for 450 (65.4%) out of the total of 688 respondents. This could be explained by the fact that other sectors of developments are competing for government limited resources, thus making it difficult for government and its agencies to satisfy the infrastructural needs of all the towns, at a time. It could also be due to the concentration of infrastructure in the state capital by the government. Related to this, is lack of adequate funds from the community members that recorded 230 (33.43%) respondents. Wrong choice and over estimation of cost of projects constitute 8(1.16%). This may not be unconnected with lack of expertise required for proper project budgeting, planning and implementation. These problems could contribute to delay in the execution of community development projects, which in turn may increase the initial cost of project. However, of interest as revealed in this study is the ability of the people to suggest possible solutions to the identified problems.
Solutions to Effective Infrastructure Provision
Out of the total of 688 respondents as indicated in Table 3, 415 (65.3%) stated that, government financial support would solve the problem of inadequate funds towards infrastructure provision in the medium sized towns. Seeking external aids and partnerships with NGO as suggested by 71 (1 1,18%) respondents could be attributed to the recent trends in the awareness of assistance being rendered by voluntary organisations like the Non Governmental Organisation (NGO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank Urban Assisted project in providing financial assistance to various developmental projects in the country 61 (9.6%) respondents were of the opinion that mobilization of funds from the wealthy members of the community could increase their donations and levies, while 42(6.6%) suggested that the community members should of
equally increase their levies. Related to the solution of financial problems was the need for community leaders to increase the number of launching activities within a year. This was expressed by 46 (7.2%) of the respondents.
Table 3: Su ested solution to inade uate funds Towards Infrastructure rovision
	Solution
	No of Responses
	

	Financial support from Government
	415
	65.30

	Involving NGO/Seeking external help
	71
	11.18

	Mobilizing funds
	61
	9.6

	Community Members to increase levies
	42
	6.6

	Increasing number of launching activities
	46
	7.2


Source: Authors' Field Work, 2013 [image: ]
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]There has been a growing interest in public private partnership for the provision of basic infrastructure services in developing countries over a number of years (Menger, [image: ]1990). This assertion lends credence to the need for partnership between community and government in infrastructure provision as expressed by 105 (31.6%) respondents (see Table 4).
Table 4: Government/Communi[image: ] Relationshi in Infrastructure Provision
	Solution
	Res onses
	
	Communicative %

	Support Government in Power
	95
	31.6
	31.6

	Partnershi with Government/NGO
	105
	35.0
	66.6

	Choosin Influential Peo le
	100
	33.3
	99.99

	Total
	500
	100
	roc


Source: Authors' Field work, 2013
The need for the community members in the medium-sized towns to support the government in power was suggested [image: ] The feeling of government bias towards the medium-sized towns in terms of infrastructure provision was expressed in this circumstance. When probed further into these responses during focus group discussion with the community leaders, two out of the twenty seven community leaders attributed their neglect to that of the government and to their political differences. Strong representations to government on community infrastructural needs was suggested as a solution to effective provision of infrastructure services by 100 (33.3%) of the respondents.
Out of the 688 respondents, 227 (32.9%) attributed the reason for the provision of infrastructure to the development of socio-economic activities in the towns. (See Table 5).	[image: ]
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[image: ]
Table 5: Reasons for Infrastructure Provision
	Factors
	
	No of Responses
	

	Socio Economic Develo ment
	
	227
	32.9

	Government Ne lect
	
	237
	34.4

	1m rovement of Environmental
	uali
	37
	5.3

	Promote Good Health
	
	33
	4.7

	Internal Communal Relationshi
	
	38
	5.5

	Diffusion of Innovation
	
	41
	5.9

	Promotion of Education
	
	39
	5.6

	Government Limited Resources
	
	36
	5.2

	Total
	
	688
	100


Source: Authors' Field Work, 2013
[image: ]
This belief is in support of the fact that economic activities improve the livelihood of people as well as induce development of human settlement. The feeling of
[image: ]
	bias towards infrastructure provision was explained by 237 (34.4) respondents.	[image: ]
The belief that infrastructure would be required for the improvement of environmental quality was expressed by 37(5.3%) respondents while 33(4.7%) indicated that infrastructure would promote good health. These reasons are associated with the provision of infrastructure like roads and drainages, water for sanitation purposes and efficient health facilities like the hospitals, clinic and dispensaries which are required for human settlement development. It has been argued that the big cities can influence only a small proportion of nation's population (Okafor 1985). The medium-sized towns have been described as the main centres for innovations dissemination to the majority of the rural population. These roles are however within the context of urban development process. The functions of medium-sized towns cannot be effectively performed without roads that would ease movement which will facilitate innovation diffusion through interaction. This process could also lead to the increase in development efforts in their areas of location. About 41(5.9%) respondents thus perceived infrastructure provision as a way of facilitating diffusion of innovation while 38(5.5%) attributed the provision of infrastructure to increase in communal relationship.
[image: ]
Education has been emphasised as the bedrock in the development of any nation. This is an integral and essential part of human development as it relates to urban development. This can only be achieved through the provision of social infrastructure like schools. Also, of the respondents were of the view that infrastructure provision would promote good education.
Conclusion and Recommendations
The study has generally revealed that infrastructure provision has been dominant in self-reliant effort of the people in the medium-sized towns in Kwara State. It has disclosed the problems and the ability to proffer solutions to community infrastructure provision. Of interest is the knowledge the communities have of the importance of infrastructure to the socio-economic development of their settlements.
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