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Abstract

Education is the primary agent of transformation towards sustainable development that
increases people’s capacities to transform their visions for society into reality and all
countries strive for quality education for their sustainable development. This paper
analysed the existing trend of basic and post education programme and its
implementation in Nigeria. The concept of practice in basic and post basic schools were
lucidly exposed in terms of the expected goals as contained in the National Policy on
Education; factors militating against basic education and the consequence on learners
in post basic schools; major challenge of poor academic performance in basic and post
basic schools. The paper concludes that post basic school is dependent on basic school
which is the foundational school. All challenges associated with basic schools and the
consequences automatically will affect the products of post basic schools in terms of
learners’academic achievement. The paper recommends among others that the contents
of the National Policy on Education in Nigeria Jfor basic and post basic education should
be decoded rightly and implemented by the concerned stakeholders vis-a-vis the
government, Director of Planning, Research and Statistics, Director of Quality
Assurance, Head Teachers, Principals including parents and other. Professional
teachers trained through regular training and retraining programmes must reach in
basic and post basic schools and their remunerations must be paid as when due.

Keywords: Basic Schools, Post Basic Schools, Existing Trend, National Policy on Education
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luu'mlucli_nn .
Education is the primary agent of transformation towards sustainable deyel

increases pcqplc_:; capacities to transform their visiong I"»r “;".i(':“ " "l‘ W.L|"',"""lll, I
countres SUINE T quality education for their sustainable 'ch'v(lnz )':" ] :( “f\/;"/ ,"""l all
Finance ;.md Economic Planning (MINECOFIN), 2005) |"(!IIC’I’|iHiII l'l:'.;" : "|“ "':/ "':
puman right o an essential means (o ensure (hat ol I”\lipc'ri'um ‘l';"::i'/'(t”:Islno!lul"":l
otentials. Eaue B0 °% the only weapon of imhlcmcnluii«i'n (;I' (‘lll‘;"i('lliljllll (")rl'uf:--;
special emphasis on basic education as a priority arca within the Il'nvmlly Rc.d:lt"li'n‘ll
strategy Papers (PRSP) because of the strong correlation between education and
improved cconomic opportunitics and better life (MINECOFIN, 2005) InNit;cri'u |l"l'5i(-
cducation is structurc into basic education for children aged 5- I’S yc:;ru‘. I (:llé()ll‘l;)ll:i;;(";
kindergarten l year, 6 years of primary education and 3 years of Junior S(:(;nmiléujy
Education while post basic education apply in 3 years of Senior Secondary Schools and
Technical College (Federal Republic of Nigeria, FRN,2013). .

Purposes and aims fox: basic C(.lucalion and post basic education are many and varied but
all aimed at achieving basic knowledge and skills for entreprencurship, weal(h
generation and educational advancement for individual and national development. Basic
education is expected to provide quality input in terms of crop of pupils into the post
pasic schools while post basic education prepares students for higher institutions,
Nevertheless, foundational education at the basic level is significant. Basic education,
can generally be categorized into three, namely; human rights, equity, and socio-
economic development and the right to education in developing countrics receives its
inspiration and platform from the 1948 United Nations General Assembly, which
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights(Ogawa &Nishimura, 2015). Article
26 of the declaration propounds the right to cducation as follows: “Lveryone has theright
10 education. Education shall befree, at least in the elementary and fundamental sfages.

Elementary education shall be compulsory ...." 1tis the education hat articulates .|hc
formal, informal and non-formal approaches for the development of human pnlc‘:m:lls
(Nwaji, 2009). A carefully conceived and implcmcnlcd. basic school system is the
steering point for national development and sound cconomic gmw!h (.()(lunlnwu, 2004).
There have been more recent international instruments which call for increased access 10
education for all the children; and among the key ones are the h!lcrnuli()nal (:(‘)llvcni’l()ll
on the Rights of the Child of 1 989, the Dakar Framework l'm"/\cll()n3 and the M.I”CII'III.!!I;;
Development Goals adopted In 2000. Of truth, this is lhc'(mmd;_nmn c(lE|?:|t|()1} I(.n' ill
children of school age upon which other levels of cducuh.on builds on. The [;LHLF':I' |);
accepted UNESCO definition of universal basic cducation as the Clll'().lll‘ll.tl‘lt .u_ '.l”
children aged 6-11 years plus 10 pereent additional capacity to allow icnlu"l:rucllt‘::lzl
(Omari 1983). Expanding and improving comprehensive carly clulc?lhf;(;(. ':. e i
education, especially for the most vulnerable :u}cl _(Ilsudvnnlaylgcil (LIH«.(IJ:LI !
important commitment made in the provision of qualitative cducationatth .
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Post basic education is the immediate school to take over the bukc-pupl!s of bf\SlC schools
for further education for the attainment of cntreprencurial and voca}nonal Job-specific
skills for sclf-reliance and for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic

development.

The Goals of Basic and Post Basic Education . . |
According to FRN (2013), the goals of basic education are to: provide the child with

diverse basic knowledge and skills for entreprencurship, \\fcallh generation and
educational advancement; provide patriotic young people cqmppct:l to .cont‘ribulc to
social development and in the performance of their civic rcsponsm!htlc.s; inculcate
values and raise morally upright individuals capable of labour; inspire national
consciousness and harmonious co-existence, irrespective of differences in endowment,
religion, ethnic and socio-economic background,; and provide opportunities for the child
to function effcctively in the socicty within the limits of the child's capacity while that of
post basic education are to: provide holders of the basic education certificate and junior
Arabic and Islamic Studies Certificate with opportunity for education of a higher level,
irrespective of gender, social status, religious or ethnic background; offer diversified
curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, disposition, opportunities and future
roles; provide trained manpower in the applied science, technology and commerce at
sub-professional grades; provide entreprencurial and vocational job-specific skills for
self-reliance and for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic development;
develop and promote Nigerian languages, art and culture in the context of world's
cultural heritage; inspire students with a sense for sclf-improvement and achievement of
excellence; foster patriotism, national unity and security and security education with an
emphasis on the common ties in spite of our diversity; and raise morally upright and
well-adjusted individuals who can think independently and rationally, respect the views
and feelings of others and appreciate the dignity of labour (FRN, 2013).

Factors militating against Basic Education

The driver of basic education in Nigeria is the Universal Basic Education Commission at
the national level and State Universal Basic Education Board across all states. UBE
implement basic education programme in line with policy on education coupled with the
enabling UBE act of 2004. Existing literatures indicated that previous attempts to
achicve basic education in developing countries faced problems in its supply-driven
pqlicics, unclear mechanisms, and declined quality of education (Sifuna 2007; Ogawa &
Nishimura, 2015). The past experiences in poor countries such as Ni geria and Kenyaalso
show that basic education policy implementation was prone to be affected by cconomic
crisis (Obasi, 2000; Sifuna, 2007). Having a number of existing lessons in the past,
however, the current basic education policy severely lacks analytical studies on its
impacts and challenges beyond school enrolment (Nishimura, et al. 2008).
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Furthermore, some rescarchers have indicated the recent uniformity of the educational

policies that prevail in the tlcvcluping countrics and suggested that there should be

studics to examine how these scemingly similar policies are responding to the capacity
and needs of each country (Ogawa, & Nishimura, 2011), Many education programmes
throuph the enactment of polices in Nigeria ha'vc come and gone with their implantations
but, there placed a fundamental pro‘blcm with the learning achievement of learners.
African states are expected to generalize access to quality basic education as the bedrock
for the sustainability and viable development on the continent and the world in general
(Salami, 2004).

According to Keta (2003) and Nwaji, (2009), the Universal Basic Education (UBE)

programme suffers a lot of set-backs to its effective implementation as outlined below:

1) Poor planning: Planning arrangement on human and non-human resources in
schools at all levels are inadequate and as such are overcrowded with a teacher-
pupil ratio of 1:76 in some urban areas. Educational structures have deteriorated,
a situation that became pronounced in the last 10 years, while schools have been
criticised for their curriculum relevance and mismanagement resulting in high
dropout and low completion rates (The Comet, 2000). Also, the teachers-pupils'
ratio in most of the basic schools stand at 1:42/50/150/200 whereas the projected
teacher-pupil ratio should stand at 1:30/35 (FGN, 2013).

2) Problem of inaccurate data/statistics: Basic school learners' enrolment
increased from 2,912,618 in 1960 to 14,078,473 in 1996; an increase of 383%
(FGN/UNICEF/UNESCO/UNDP, 2003). Also, between 1996 and 2008, the
Basic School learners' enrolment went up geometrically to 24,768,497 with
35.56 per cent being boys while 44.44 per cent were girls. At the same time, the
number of Basic school teachers as at 2008 stood at 591,041 (Bamimore, 2012).

(3)  Imadequate funding: Report from Burrup and Vern (1982) in the United State of
Amcrica, Bishop (1990) in Great Britain and Lopez Acevedo (2001) in Mexico
showed that available funds for primary education are inadequate in African
countries. Managers of schools have ceaselessly complained and blamed the
government for inadequate provision of funds instead of exploiting their
managerial skills to prudently use what is available to achieve the set goals.

4) Paucity of qualified teachers through regular training and retraining;

5) Inadequate infrastructures and facilities: National Primary Education
Commission (NPEC 1990/1991);

0) Lack oflearning materials and equipment;

7) Poor programme supervision monitoring;

8) Irregular payment of teachers' salaries. Amuchie, Asotibe and Audu (2013)

reported that in the last 15 years, primary and secondary schools' teachers under
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e neptine of the Nigerinn Unlon of Tenehers (H_' Iy i u:!ms ON ek 0
ditterent duntfoms for 22 conmecntive perlods, Tn 2010, Oyo Siate PHmaEy o,
secondmy sehool tenchers went onuteileo for nlmont | weeks (Tuly .'h"u.’)f”“)
ot the implementition of 27,A% wipe Inercine,

Consequence ot the Chnllenges of Busle or Fowndatlonnl Eduentlon

Feelens trom resentehens and neholue showed hat (here nppented (o be n fundamep,,
consequence of basie eduention ns herdted from the enrlier h!vnll“wl ulultlllmm«--x, The
wortholeduention in mensured by (he quality of it output (Hghebi, 2016), The Prodie
of basie sehools have been found to be defective i nt!ulinn' (0 tlu*ir.m:mlc-n.i.f
perormanee, There In dimininhing quality of outputs of v'qluuulmmfl Institntiony g
varions levels in Nigerin and many of (he ontputs of eduentional h’nmlnlimm e now
myopie in nendemic competeney nnd quality thus implying that all is not well witl, the
system - that s produeing, (hem (Olagunju, 20172), Many basic school products gre
medioeres who display low quality in public conversation and examinations (Simkin
Adeyemi, 2008), The relevance of foundationnl education, that 15 banic
important beeause people pachage inand parbage ont, Cases of
and are causes of worry (o stukeholders in eduention who have
the training of basic school pupils (Adebiyi & Adebanjo, 2000)

i
edueation, fy
mans failure are amazing
committed much funds (o

Academic nchievement refers (o the level ol performance, accomplishment or suceess in

school, However, academic achicvement i the core of educational prowth (Aremu &
Oluwole, 2001). Jansen (2004) detined academic achicvement ay the process of
developing the capacitics and potentinls of individual pupils so as to prepare them to he
successhulinaspecific society orculture,

According to Kwaji (2007), proposed implementation blueprint, operational stratepics
and approaches put forward for the suceessful implementation of the scheme are stated
as follows,

1) Enactment ol necessary lepislation

2) Articulation of enabling policies

3) sensitization and mobilization of the proup

1) Adequate funding,

5) Optimalallocation and efficient utilization of resources

0) Adequate teacher training, recruitment and motivation

7 Effective coordination of activities

8) Encouragement and stimulation of the active participation of the private sector,

non-governmental and voluntary apencies as well as loc
scheme,

9) Establishment of working: partnerships and collaboration with the international
communitics and donor agencies: and

Regular supervision, monitoring and evaluation of the scheme UBLE(2001).

al communities in the

10)
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Causes of roorAcademic Performance in Basic Schools

Many studics h:wc. been cundu_c!cd to determine the factors affecting the academic
achicvement ul‘l?nmc school pupils. The question now is whether academic achievement
of pupils at basic school l.cv’cl could be traced to some identified factors that could
determing itamong the pup'lls? [tcould also be referred to as the achievement by learners
of objectives related to various types of knowledge .zmd skill_s — cognitive, affective and
psychomotor. According to Imogie (2012), cducation requires huge sum of money to
finance. He furthcrcd. that, the r_cqum:d equipment anq other teaching materials for
science and chllllologlcql cducallon. are not yet cnoqgh in the public primary schools.
mogic (2012) refersto t!ns as “Learning systems” which should enhance pupils learning
achicvement? My view is that we, the managers of education in public primary schools,

have been largely ineffective in facilitating learning among our pupils.

Egbebi (2016) opined that lcam-crs' readiness, home-schpol factors and. instructiom}l
management strategies ar¢ major factors that c_:ould influenced pupils' acadcml.c
achievement in schools. Other vital factors which may affect the poor academic
performance of basic school pupils could equally be traced to the policy statements an_d
implementation as regards the goals of basic education as discussed in the context of this

paper.

According to the National Centre for Education Statistics [NCES] (2002), when looking
at basic schools, number of factors comes into play which include; Academic reputation

and college preparation; School size and Class size; Safety reputation; Special programs;
Costs; Religious and Moral instruction; Location and Ideology.

Moreover, Teacher Remuneration constitute a significant factor that influences pupils'

performance in basic schools. Remuneration refers to payment or compensation

received for services or employment. This includes the base salary and any bonuses or
other economic benefits that an employee or executive receives during employment,
(Investopedia, 2017). Thus teacher remuneration refers to the total compensation
received by a teacher, which includes not only the base salary but options, bonuses,
expense accounts and other forms of compensation. Consider the case of South-Western
States' Teachers in the basic and post basic schools in the recent time. Teachers' salaries

are not paid as at when due up till present.

Furthermore, other questions for considerations on the issue of poor academic

performance of pupils regarding the goal of basic education schools include:

o Have basic schools actually provided the child with basic knowledge for
entreprencurship, wealth generation and educational advancement?

. Do we have adequate provisions of school plant construction, equipment and
human and non-human materials for the implementation of the basic school

curriculum?
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. Are there the opportunitics for the child to develop manipulative skills that v
enable him to function effectively in the society both at the basic and post basic
schools? i .

. What can we say about the security challenges that are working against he

academic progress of pupils schools such'as the case of kidnapping, rapping
among others in basic and post basic institutions? .

. What about the role of relevant stakcholders including government, community
and private cfforts in the setting and monitoring of standards, supply of school
inputs and the rest?

. lWlhnt abl(;lul the rate of out of school children as rcpqrtcd by‘UNESCO and other
international non-governmental organisations in basic . anc.l post basic
institutions? According to UNESCO (2013), 78 per cent of Nigerian children in
their locality arc out of school during the school hpurs cacl} day and that 57 per
cent of Nigerians support United Nations Educal:opal, SCIcqtlﬁc and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) reports of Nigerian having lhc‘hxghcst number of
children out of school in the world. UNESCO Education for All Global
Monitoring Report (EAGMR) released in June, 2013 revealed that Nigeria holds
the world record of having the highest number of its young people out of school
with approximately 10.5 million kids out of school children since 1999
(UNESCO, 2013).

Putting all these developments together as regards the level of academic performance of
pupils at the basic /post basic schools and simultaneously, the ultimate effect on the post
basic schools, has not yield the expected learning outcomes in internal and external
examinations given cognisance to performance of students in the senior secondary
schools. The issue of poor academic achievement of students in senior secondary schools
in Nigeria has been of much concern to all and sundry. The problem is so much that it has
led to the widely acclaimed fallen standard of education in Nigeria at large (Yusuf &
Adigun, 2010). Over time, students' academic achievement in both internal and external
examinations had been used to determine excellence in teachers and teaching (Ajao,
2001). The reason for this development result was due to defective foundation of
schooling of pupils in basic schools and secondary education is a very critical level of

any educational system. This is because it is the bedrock on which higher education is
built (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2013).

Cascs_of mass failure in examinations, particularly in the Senior School Certificate
Examinations (SSCE) are now prevalent. Data in table 1 show the dismal performance of

candidates in May/June Senior School Certificate Examination (SSCE) 2014/2015
session:
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TS \l \l ISTICS FOR WASSCE 2014/20!‘3 SUMMARY

RESUL , :
”\—-*-‘* \mw |()I.~\I.I\() OFCANDS |5 Credits and above including English
ol . B nmLMnlhcmuﬂM

i “Male | _Female | _TotalSat_{  Male | Female | Total | Percentage |

T [ Anambra__ | 23.009] 28,709 SI718| 14,985 19,109 34,094 65.92
b | 26089] 29610 56,299] 15347 17,600 32,947 58.52
T TEdo 330790 31330 64,409 18479| 18,763 37,242 57.82
T Baycla 10,585 9,345 19.930] 5,562 4,967| 10,529 52.83

—TRivers 31897 3246l 64.358| 16,566 17,402] 33,968 52.78

- Enusu 50425 25.686]  46,111| 10,787| 13,148 23,935 51.91

”;" Laugs 71.700] 74.864| 146,564| 32,334] 34,885 67,219 45.86

= | Tmo 51.900] 24459 46,359  8,514] 10,325] 18,839 40.64

o [ Dela 25449 25311 50.760| 19,064] 10,301| 20,365 40.12
10 | Kaduna 55140 42213 100,362] 20,484] 16,030| 36,514 36.38
11| Ebonyi 2.761| 12.677] 25438 4,652 4518 9,170 36.05
o kit 11373| 10905 22276] 3,570] 3,960 7,530 33.80
13 | Ondo 50323| 18.474| 38,797 6439] 6133] 12,572 32.40
13 | Akwalbom | 29,143| 29,997  59,140] 8,729 9,743 18,472 31.23
15 | Abuja 8433 9,720 18.153| 2,612] 2956] 5,568 30.67
16 | Kwara 18.302| 15,543|  33,845| 5,058] 4941| 9,999 29.54
17 | Kano 42.080] 23.990] 66,079 10,892 7,611| 18,503 28.00
18 | Ogun 35.156| 35318|  70,474| 9313] 9,561 18,974 26.92
19 | Benue 20339 21,794 51,133]  7,884| 5851| 13,735 26.86
20 | Kogi 24230 18,785 43,015 5978 4,746] 10,724 24.93
51 [ CrossRiver | 24.781] 21,805| 46,586 5,561 4,918 10,479 22.49
22 | Osun 24421 23251] 47,672 4,885] 4,651 9316 19.54
23 | Platcau 28.805| 23.647| 52,452] 5850 4,359 10,209 19.46
24 | Oyo 39340 38332 77,672] 7,491 7,263 14,754 19.00
55 | Nassarawa | 27,991 19,307 47,298 4,891| 3,730| 8,621 18.23
26 | Niger 31,025 20,790 51,815 4,982 4229] 9211 17.78
27 | Taraba 15481 9,107| 24588 2,329 1433 3,763 15.30
28 | Borno 19350 12,633 31,983] 2,845 2,021 4,866 15.21
29 [ Katsina 30,208 13,245  43,543] 2,868] 1,681 4,549 10.45
30 | Adamawa 17,700 12,535 30,235 1,510] 1,136] 2,646 8.75
31 | Jigawa 13,546] 4,247 17,793 944 386] 1,330 7.47
32 [ Sokoto 18,321 7,070 25391 1,193 616] 1,809 7.12
33 | Zamfara 21,975 7,391 29365 1,337 617] 1,954 6.65
34 | Kebbi 19,074 7,541 26,616] 1,356 320 1,676 6.30
35 | Gombe 12,356] 7,146 19,502 5833 514] 1,107 5.68
36 [ Bauchi 19,501] 9,831 29,332 196 852] 1,548 5.28]
37 | Yobe 11,040 4,261 15,388 487 256 743 4.85|
[ [Towl 929,045 | 763,330 | 1,692,375 | 268,047 | 261,432 [ 529,479 31.29 |

Source: WAEC May/June 2014 Report

SR . | Qpe—
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The situation could not show appreciable improvement in the subscquent years, Such
cases of mass failure are amazing and are causes of worry to stakeholders in education
who have committed much funds to the training of the students with the hope that they
would perform better and be employed at the end of their training. Regarding the
importance of teachers in general, Armentano (2003) argucd that teachers are the most
important influence on student progress, even more important than sociocconomic status
and school location. Furthermore, Darling-Hammond (2000) concludes that measures of
teacher preparation and certification are by far the strongest correlates of student

achicvement in reading and mathematics.

Conclusion ,
The paper analysed the existing trend of basic and post education programme and its

implementation in Nigeria. The concept of practice in basic and post basic schools were
lucidly exposed in terms of the expected goals as contained in the National Policy on
Education; factors militating against basic education and the consequence on learners in
post basic schools; major challenge of poor academic performance in basic and post
basic schools. The paper concludes that post basic school is dependent on basic school
which is the foundational school. All challenges associated with basic schools and the
consequences automatically will affect the products of post basic schools in terms of

learners' academic achievement.

Recommendations
The paper recommends among others that:
The contents of the National Policy on Education in Nigeria for basic and post basic

education should be decoded rightly and implemented by the concerned stakeholders
vis-a-vis the government, Director of Planning, Research and Statistic, Director of
Quality Assurance, Head Teachers, Principals including Parents and others.

Professional teachers trained through regular training and retraining programmes must
teach in basic and post basic schools and their remunerations must be paid as and when

due.

Quality data must be collected on human and non-human resources in the basic and post
basic schools for effective and efficient distribution of school resources.

Teachers must be made to stay in a particular class for a range of time that learners will
complete the class and receive commendation for outstanding performance in their
classes.

More concentration in terms of school resources and distribution during implementation
must be given to basic education towards improvement in learning achievement ©
pupils.
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