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MEDICINAL POTENTIALS OF JATROPHA C URCAS
’ Ahmed, R.N.

(email address: anrisikat@gmail.com)

Originally Jatropha is a native of American tropics especially Mexico and
Central America, however it is now widely cultivated in both tropical and
sub-tropical regions around the world.

[tis a plant that produces seeds with high oil content. Jatropha is capable of
growing in marginal soils, helping in their replenishment. The seeds are
toxic and non-edible hence not naturally dispersed by animals nor serve as
fodder for them. However, some edible varieties exist in Mexico.

Some c_thider Jatropha to be a weed. However, it is definitely not.an
invasive species since it hardly propagates by itself. Seeds from fruits that
drop on the ground surrounding the mother plant seldom germinate to
develop. Jatropha is a resilient plant that can adapt to many ecological
conditions. s

Its mechanism enables it to withstand period of stress, it retnevgs the
nutrient from its leaves and store them in the plant stem arvlci)root system.
The leaves turn yellow and are afterward shed by the plant, the stem
remains photosynthetically active in this dormant state and can remain for

more than a year in this state.
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Jatropha is a multi-purpose plant that has several benefits relating to
health, environment and even in terms of alternative source of energy
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generation. Thus expectations are high and a lot is underway in trying to

explore the possible uses of the dynamic plant.
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The leaves are anti-parasitic, applied in
the treatment of scabies, it is also
\eﬂ’ective' against paralysis, rheumatism
:‘_.';:_and hard tumor. In India, the leaves are
A A \’Lground and applied on horse's eye to
ﬁ scare ﬂles The tea obtamed by boﬂmg of the
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‘The;f 01I from the seed is used in
_‘Ament of rashes eczema and
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: d for the tréami_,égt of _‘disedsgs re_l_,atjné" to the skin
a,t;QmucQSqlzdiseases). Jatropha contains an alkaloid known as
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e and is believed to possess anti-cancer properties. Jatropha has

cing in the area of HIV/AIDS and
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