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Yahya, Shaykh Ahmad —

In order to appeal to human’s hearts and minds; the Qur’an has used a
number of approaches. Storytelling is one of the styles of dialogue the Qur’an has
adopted. The narration is not intended to give an account of history per se but
entwined with the main guidelines of the Book. Thus, it seeks to deliver man from
the darkness of dishonesty to the light that is emanating from the message.

Stiratu Hiid, which is a Makkan strah, is one of the chapters of the Qur’an

h precious lessons are as relevant today as they were in the time the Qur’an

| €aled and even further in the history of humanity. In other words, the

e a number of stories that took place in the past though, with
0ns for all times.

se of this paper is to study the ordeals of Prophets Lt
itize people about the dangers of false beliefs and
society and infer lessons from their

use of the reoccurrence of the atrocities
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confabulate at night in their club by speaking ill of the passer-by.
Similarly, they used to engross on lewdness where men would have

sex with men in public.

It was on the basis of the perpetuation of the people of Sodom of the
afore-quoted mischievous acts and atrocities that Allah sent Lit (A.S.) to correct.
Prophet Lat (A.S.) enjoined his people to give up their indecent behaviour, but
they were deeply immersed in their immorality. Prophet Liit (A.S.) felt distressed
because of his people’s transgression of the limits set by Allah. Like all other
prophets, Lut called his people who were disobedient in all senses to desist from

all acts of moral decadence and be people of moral excellence. The Qur’an says:

The people of Lut rejected the apostles. Behold, their brother Lt said
to them: "Will ye not fear (Allah)? 1 am to you an apostle worthy of
all trust. So, fear Allah and obey me. No reward do I ask of you for it:
My reward is only from the Lord of the worlds. Of all the creatures in
the world, will ye approach males. And leave those whom Allah has

created for you to be your mates? Nay, ye are a people transgressing
(all limits) (Q: 26:160-166).

However, the response of the people of Sodom was very disheartening
because they obstinately insisted on disobedience and they did not abdicate from
their wicked deeds. These impudent people mocked Prophet Lt and his disciples,
aughed at them, abused them and even went to the extent of threatening them
xpulsion from their land (Q7:82). Lut’s people failed to obey their prophet
tract him from the true path by casting aspersions on him. Despite
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The people of Sodom got infuriated and furious at him believing that his

daughters are useless to them. Lt was seized by phobia since he was a stranger
whose position was weak . He, therefore, ex
were full of sorrow to his guests: "

that I could betake myself to some

pressed his grievances in words that
- Would that I had power to suppress you or
powerful support" (Q: 11:80).

Having said this, the angels disclosed their identity and their divine
support. They informed him that he will be saved along with the members of his

family with the exemption of his wife who was among the evil perpetrators. This
is contained in Q: 11:81 where Allah says:

(The Messengers) said: "Q Lat! We are Messengers from thy Lord!

By no means shall they reach thee! Now travel with thy family while
yet a part of the night remains, and let not any of you look back: but
thy wife (will remain behind): To her will happen what happens to the

people. Morning is their time appointed: is not the morning nigh?

The Qur'an hinted that the wife of Lut was also a betrayal to him. Her

treachery was in such a way of being insolent to the command of Lut and even
slipped out the house to disclose the news of his guests to the people.
Consequently, Allah instructed Prophet Lt and those who believed in his
‘message to embark on night journey without any delay or look back because those
ned in the town would be perished in the morning, the question of
e of Lt accompanied them or not generated heated debate among
e exegetes, whose view to the best of our knowledge is the best,
s that Allah enjoined Prophet Liit to travel at night with
- while other exegetes especially Basriyyiin
| outed the injunction that forbade
was perished (Ibn Kathir
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