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A SPEECH

LECTURER CSNNWEH E’:s' ITY OF ILORIN

ide Nurudeen
Mn:l;l:::ht‘rﬁivmit}' of Ilul‘ill. “ﬂ-l‘h‘l.
Dmmﬂ'[“'l medmonsural66(@yahoo.com)

At o act is performed which has g n.o..
In every social and linguistic tnlm:ﬁ ;‘;tm Si’]‘mﬂimﬁ e nutcumesmu" -
JSEsN reaction o ﬂumr;- 0:2 Lr the social variables of relative POWer apg theye
d;“m - '.“““'l“".' emmme participants. Undoubtedly, discourse which ity
the cnml:t:: ﬁ academic milieu exhibits such rl;hﬂﬂ“mm_a- 'I'lem‘% this p.p:
investigates the functional significance of acts Fet ormed ‘-’t“ﬂ anguage N the
communicative goal of such actions in leclumr-studell; conversations in the {_rm.,,,_.m"]r
of llorin. Using Scarle’s (1969/1975) taxonomy of | ocutionary Iacts as a b
thirty oral discourses which were recorded and selected between ecturers ang Studen,
various strategic locations on the campus are anscribed ang Malygeg
Qualitatively and quantitatively to underline the directness and Indirectnesg of ah
in the conversations. [ is observed that the desire to be polite usual
indirectness in the conversations especially by the uzuden[s whose Utterances exhibi
Preponderant use of indirect speech acts of directives. A Major reason is o present hey
Tequests so as not to appear impolite towards the lecturers, _In contrast 1o the Studen;y'
ulterances, the lecturers’ utterances demonstrate more of direct speech acts direct:
which involve rebuking, asserting and requesting in order 1o get the students o have
something done to their benefits among other grounds, The stud

¥ concludes that he
acts used by the nterlocutors are tacitly puided by difterences in power and social
distance.

Keywords: Speech acts: Searle; Power: Social distance: Lecturer-student

major use for which map cmploys language. It is the most
crv : VISENCE. A speaker yses language to communicate
his ideas and feelings, H

his i - Hence, suceessfy| Communication iy any communicative evenl
IS h'Eh]}' dependent on infe hat is said by considering its form

CTring (he function of
4nd context as wel| ag auonship between participants. One

Maintaining harmonioys re|
of such discourse Siuations 15 he dcadem¢ milieu where communication prnlifer?ihﬁ
C
» Students, nop academic staff, etc.

in all its sphems-unmngst and betweep lecturers
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;fh;::“comphinl.ﬂt. make that

A requesy condemn =
A% ihis paper is premised on the function
pain 1 fscher s Wﬂvtrsatim:i:umir ]G“.g“'ﬁ';' for the
§ 0 snd slysing th spoch acs s by e ey iy with
uﬂﬂ, ionstup of power and social distance as well ge : ocutors with

| X
pﬁ‘:;:c:t in which it is made. late these ucts in relation
L

e
a
fl'ﬂ'“ql' ?ﬂ:’ﬂaﬁlucs seems 10 take off from the
; mt : ”
iﬁ"s (1938, F_ﬁ} wh_n‘ VIEWS ngﬂlﬂii‘_ﬂﬂ as “the study of ﬂ#;?aﬁ::‘f'mqmu of
) = His definition 15 rather considered, in modern linguistic termi iiigns to
message to language users. It is worthy of note that fﬂﬂﬂ;su]?gl%ﬂ;:
ehaviours are imposed on language users by the society. This social mﬂ in
jnguage Use 18 gapt_un:d by Mey (1993, p.6) that pragmatics is a field of language in
o communication as determined by the conditions of the society. Unlike in
s where meaning may be limited to what individual lexical items in the
mean, meaning in pragmatics has to do with the analysis of what people do
by their utterances. Hence, pragmatics 15 the study of speaker meaning (Yule 1996,
pl)

The conception of pragmatics as described above, as well as other definitions as
qumerous as there are linguist and philosophers, has necessitated the introduction of
principles and theories to explain how meaning is conveyed and interpreted by speakers
and hearers respectively. These principles include, among others, speech act theory,
codperative principle, politeness theory, pragmatic acts. Each of these principles and
theories are directly relevant to pragmatics especially that of speech acts theory which
informs the functional use of language in commaunication.

Speech Acts

Speech act has been one of the basic ingredients of pragmatics over the years
(Verschueren, 1999, p. 22). J.L. Austin (1962) brought the concept into limelight
lbrough his work, How to do things with words. He states that, in every utterance an
ndividual makes, he performs an action through it. This act is known as speech acts.
hm‘".' classified speech acts into five namely: verdictives, exercitives, COMMISIVES,
3posives and behavitves. Further classification of speech acts, are whal Austin

0 1o as locutionary acts, illocutionary acts and perlocutionary acts.
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: that maki act of siating an % " iy
performed by the speaker to op,

means that focut are the ¢t5 F ing an act 1
o b s "‘"‘“‘”“":’ﬂuhasm“'?““‘hm I.ME"“"‘“!D. )
effect on the hearer In of found in the illocut um‘sutmmmdlml
sctcnce. The inlention i8 1080y jrom a langUaB® /L ded consequence
(mua,p.ﬂhpﬂ""‘““m “mumbclhﬂi“"“ded"”n of 3
u{ﬂghﬂfﬁ"-’bwn“
reaction to what is said.

Direct and Indirect Speech Acts sirectness is @ sign of familiarity g

i T nﬂni . -

In "'.'W"'l mi:“::kn;ﬂas a tact or lack of f"ﬁfﬂlf“ E’: usually signg]y
closeness while indirectn€ss [ndirect speech acts are frequent when the person ut.‘. low
distance and denoles POWE f a higher social status. The ﬂbscrvat!un of politenegs
social status addresses a person @ ts. Olanrewaju (2013, p.147)

: 's use of indirect specch ac : i
m &u::dits in !:1: p:ﬁ]‘::}:: essential aspect of speech acts in our daily discourse,

It is a veritable tool in the maintenance _of social cohesion between the speaker apg
hearer because it carries an element of politeness.

Yule (1996, p. 54) observes that indirect_speqch ac}s oceur wll'mnevcr there is an
indirect relationship between a structure and a function. For example, could you apen
the window? (Interrogative used for a command hence, it is an indirect Spm?CH act) In
other words, it does not require a verbal response OF answer bl.!t a.:imn.;_ Such
interrogatives are normally understood as requesls, thus, they are sau;ﬁ to be indirec
speech acts, and as such they are generally associated with politeness in English than
direct speech acts. This is in tandem, with Searle (1979, p.41) who maintains that, the
term “indirect speech act’ in traditional literature refers to utterances in which one says
one thing and means another illocution with different propositional content.

Saeed (2009, p.241) states that the conventionally expected function is known
as the direct speech act and the extra actual function is termed the indirect speech act.
Saeed (2009) also citing Searle (1975) asserts that, speakers do indeed have access 1o

both. He termed the direct use the literal use of the speech act and the indirect, the non
literal use.

_ Thomas (1995. p, 119) explains that indirectness occurs when (here is 3
mismatch between the expressed meaning and the implicd meaning. For example, 2

En walks into a bar and utters to a receptionist ‘can | have a bottle of beer, please”

gﬁssed meaning of the utterance is that the man enquires whether he could be

TuT|ar ; tu'tnkc a bottle pf}eerr. In this case, he is asking a question which demands 8

syt i:.]; nnsw:ri.‘mT:}s implied meaning at another level is ‘serve me a bottle of
"1 a i i ® :

indl lThuImmasl = B @ request. The mismatch in the meanings gives rise 0

e ] 995) enumerat : ; ,
pragmatic choices in any language, Whic:sargpes of consideration likely to govem




L Puhmﬁﬁ!" Ng&lﬂ for face (p. 143),

. ction discusses the theoretical thrusts that underlie the study

y.'h'l ug.ﬁmﬂ&'lﬂ‘]} Taxonomy of Wlocutionary Acts

\stin's classification has served as the bedrock of speech acts classification of the

classifications of speech acts that came after it, namely: Sear
;;h (1979) Allan (1994), Mey (2001). The theory l:am:m be ;51:2 ﬁnﬂu:rdf

Searle points out that, Austin’s classifications of illocutionary acts do not contain
jiocutionary force but are rather, classifications of English illocutionary verbs. He
irther asserts that Austin’s taxonomy was not constructed based on a clear or
consistent p:rinciple or set of principles. Thus, as a reaction 10 these flaws, Searle points
ol five taxonomies with the view to filling the gaps he observed in Austin's
classification.

Representatives: Which commit the speaker to the truth of the expressed proposition
paradigm cases include, asserting. concluding, etc.

Directives: Which are attempts by the speaker to get the addressee to do something
paradigm cases include requesting, questioning, efc.

Commisives: Commit the speaker to a future course of action. Paradigm cases include
promising, vowing, covenant, elc.

Epresives: Express a psychological state. Paradigm cascs include, thanking,
apologizing, welcoming, congratulating, etc.

rations: Which effect immediate changes in the mmumnnal siate of affairs and
: o rely on elaborate extra-linguistic institutions. Paradigm cases include declaring,
+thristening, marrying, firing from employment, €tc.

E L G



V ..*MM
is more successf,

hat Searic’s { his theory lies in his bleps
177) sies strength © : h'lhng
{1‘13%.‘P ﬁi;hhﬁwm | theory of meaning with &uﬂhﬁ

. 1 tium
iw?;wmill aspect of (nee o
3
0 ventionsl theory ofspeech
pistance _ it is often the case
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Communica .

realer :
n er status and BEEE T ationship 10 oneself. In
discourse pariciPe h:ilf:swﬁ in the light :I;ediﬁmmly than those whose

ired that one § our social €quas = = iate linguistic choi
m, we are inclined to SP":i :J For example, USINE !“;Fzrgfﬁml mgausi:;;l:"m
¢ higher or lower than our QW& = 0, ot the door DY : Feg

1 n
a lecturer may be considered rude @

student. |ative power of the speaker over g,
995) submits that the r¢

n Teomﬁagldism]nuc petween the speaker and the hl?r:ﬁ are sgiu of the

s < E:ml ovemn pragmatic choices inany gtmgc own ang

O i i) b ot od distance in their Politeness theory, [t i

inson’s (1978) also incorporate power & ; :
:i;w“'l:n i{ll:J 2: hat m:p:nwﬂ commands respect anfi funnal:ity and fi;-mdm the
Ic:::I n}ﬂﬁsimness required in & particular context which in turn has an €liect of the

i i .« Palmer (1981, pp. 62-63) states that power
speaker's word choices. Reflecting on this, Pa .
invul::ssuTE asymmetric relations of being older than, pﬂrcl:tl of, empluye,:r of, richer
than. the other. Salifu (2008, p. 279) also opines that ‘power” reflects relative superior
status, social distance, unfamiliarity, and deference.

In essence, the person who is highly placed gets the suburqinate lp ax{t OF move
in a particular or desired direction also referred to as power in ‘&nclal influential
situations. French and Raven (1959) define social power as the ability of an agent 1o
bring ahout a change in the belief, attitude or behaviour of a person or the target of
influence using available resources. The two authonties propounded five bases of
power which are: legitimate power, referent power, expert power, reward power and
coercive power. Agustina & cayhono (2016) adapt these bases of power to campus-
based discourse in their study of Indonesian leamers and lecturers in EFL classroom
iteractions. They explain that the legitimate power refers to the authority attributed to
the teacher for his or her position as the teacher or instructor, Generating commanding
utterances directly or indirectly can also be considered as legitimate power. Referent
power refers to the interpersonal relationship between two parties, the teacher and the
teacher is the most competent and I-Lm:u.-.'I::.‘:L :;Ilkn iy o i M lh!
S A KA geable person in the classroom. With this

¢ 10 deliver the materials for his or her students without

:ﬁﬂfﬁs' RT hE. t;;pe-:te‘d result of using this power is cognitive developments of the
student .Thm; | Power refers {0 the teacher's capability to give rewards for the
- 1he remntorcement is provided for students who mect the teachec’s e .

The coerci is the ite of
OCTEIVE power is the opposite of reward power: it refers to the teacher’s ability 10

s 1



#°" arle's illocutionary speech act classificatio

py identifying the communicative goals of |
#”Mﬂm in relation to directness and in
1. ipese acts 10 the context they are made,
M of acts 18 also assessed by employing Agus

of power and supported by the three
raditionally referred to as interrogative, im

0 15 employed to the analysis of
ecturers’ and " ullerances
directness of their acts as wel] ag
How power exercise affects

tina & cayhono ( 2016) theory of
main mood systems of English which
perative and declarative/statement,

The application of Searle’s taxonomy is premised on the f;

_ act that its strength |;
e ability 10 blend the crucial aspects of Grice's intent sy

10nal theory of meaning wi
;ﬂi“" conventional theory of speech act (Leech, 1983, p.177). o e e

Data Analysis and Discussion

The data analysis is presented via quantitative and qualitative means. The study adopts
e wse of tables for the quantitative analysis. Each of these tables presents the number
of oceurrences and equivalent percentages of direct and indirect acts used in the
walysis of the data which frames up our discussion and findings. Due to space
constraing, the data arc analysed qualitatively using ten sample extracts which
represents one-third of the total data in the table.

Qalitative Analysis
Conversation 1

Conversational event (A lecture room: Some students who were late pleaded to be
dlowed inside the class room. Hence, the lecturer asked the students that were already

Wibe class room thus :)
Lesturer: Should we allow them in?
Sudents: Yes gir.

%Uirectbi ' i ing). The lecturer makes use of referent
3 -Directives (Requesting/suggesting). .

mmqmﬂ from the{ szzicnts if they should allow their colleagues (the late
) in,



w*"“*"

o1 The stutlents affirm their SUPPon 4,
ives (asserting) It of willing transfer of llllg.ui

Students: Direct-Representatives ' us 8 resu i,

them in. their affirmative responsc

undermining the lecturer.

Indirect Speech Acts ;ing/apologising). The students try ¢, Cony;
Student: Indirect- Exrimﬂi“’m{ﬂlln:?mgf il:nzz the class without regard (o, an ;1":
e lpqh!l:‘:ﬂ &Tz:nn:: would not be allowed to enter the class,

instruction

i is identified in the lecturer’s ulterance,
Lecturer-No indirect speech act is idenlt

Conversation 2

he lecturer had just co

{ : (In the office of a lecturer, 1 . cod

‘ri:nr:mmlrﬁnfs test scripts numbering almu:_ 100 while her colleagyg in the
mtg%ﬁ; was busy reading. Then, a student entered into the office unang

Otnced The
ing the seri

following conversation ensued between the lecturer marking SCripts ang the

student:)

Student: | can see that you have a lot to do ma but. ..

Lecturer: Get out.

(student gets out)

Direct Speech Acts

Student: Direct- Representative (asserting). The student states 1o the lecturer hay it is

obvious that she has a lot to do,

Lecturer: Direct- (ordering).The lecturer orders the student out of her office by the uge

of the imperative, ‘get out’. There is a demonstration of legitimate POWer lowards the

student. The lecturer is more powertul and has 3 greater command by RIVINE a control

The student getting out shows that he is compelled to respond due 1o the power play

and context

Indirect Speech acts

Student: indirect- Expressive {-:mpmhising].The student indicates empathy towards the

lecturer’s busy agenda in preparation for his demang,

Lecturer: indirect-Directive (reprimanding). The lecturer reprimands the student for his

misconduct,

Conversation 3

Cunversm_iuna] event (A lecturer’s office the followi

conversation between i

r—



gt A
pirectives (R'“l““!ingl The lecturer

_ :ﬁ(p:nﬁd' |. The ufterance is an order. Hnwwr:rqul;umimm&ﬁm- . ]
on the use of the H:h'ﬂ'h, 'kjmﬂ}". Rﬂrﬂt;nl power ]_:“:;]?ILW ';2

A I‘m in
and ;ubnec!mnl action lo quickly attend 1o the lm.,.:,-r esilted in t

: R?wgmlsvc {an-:eptingfufﬂ:ring]_ The student m; Yiant

g% pich indicates his acceplance 1o go on the errand, : g

speech Acts Unidentified in both of the interlocutors’ utterances

e

puersaon
.1 event (A lecturer’s office: a student knocks and en

: ters the shared
e two of which are absent. The following conversation m;:T:;:tw
: sent and the lecturer present :) -
ot Good morning ma, | am looking for that mummy that sits on that chair,

is no mummy that sits on that chair, when you know whom who you

m“m"f for, you call back.

mSpﬂ:ll Acts
. direct-Representative (asserting).The student states to the lecturer her

igiention of seeking for a lecturer in the office.
Lecturer- direct-Representative (asserting). The lecturer asserts the fact that there is no

s called mummy who sits on the chair.

Indirect Speech Acts

Student-indirect- directives (requesting
kcturer the whereabouts of the lecturer she seeks.
endearment ‘mummy’ is used for an elderly female to show respect.
used by the student in the wrong context to accord respect to her lecturer.
Lectirerdndirect. directives (rebuking). The lecturer indirectly reprimands the
Sudent’s inappropriateness through the use of legitimate power. The lecturer’s
™ponse is a statement of the fact there is no ‘mummy’ in the said office but the

act is 1o caution the student of the wrong use of endearment to refer to her
%hﬂﬂ. instructing (ordering) her o call back.

). The student indirectly requesis from the
In the Nigerian context, the
This is wrongly
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B e
M

4 . A knocks and enlers the o
Conversation er's office: turer '
soversational evenl (A lec :ﬁn the student and a lec ) g h
. : 5 m\'ﬂﬂum ensu
ﬁ,unﬂln L

student: Good afternoon ma. 1, yes!!!
Lecturer: {shouts angnily) yes! yes!!s Y¢8

Student: (Silence).

Direct Speech Acts ing). The student addressed the lecturey
: ting).
Student- direct- expressive (E7¢° w
in the conventional way- The lecturer’s response iy,
Lecturer-direct- representative (affirming). the
student’s greeting.

Indirect Speech Acts
Ao, 4 ' rdering). The exclamations ;

i ~ ives (requesting, © i ons im
mﬂufﬂﬁ;m:ﬁm the lecturer rcqucsts by ordering fr ml::!t'b:n &
what he wants as it is obvious that he nceds Ef-ﬂmﬂhmg from the lecturer. Asa resal
this. the student should not waste her time with unnecessary salutations, Wrong 1 of
could have also resulted in the lecturer’s outburst. Uing

Conversation 6

Conversational event (An examination hall: an examination in progress)
Lecturer: I guess you all seated on this row are writing ENG 1037
Students: Yes sir.

Lecturer: Your time is up, brin your papers forward , _
atihe countof 1121 3 gt O €IS you will mark i youne

Students: (Rush to submit their Serpts to the lecturer),

Direct Speech Acts

o submit their scripts and then abead 10
they will mark their scripts themselves if they fail 1o

bsequent act of (he student rushing to submit thei

SCNPIS shows theiy compliance tg the lecturer’s direct;
Irective,
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_ dmalysis of Selectved Snudent-Lecturer (.
ST R £ Th oty o

o Rgpmll“ﬂ {ui‘ﬂnmnﬂ The
wﬁﬂl they are indeed writing the said “ﬂnmmmm affirms in response 1o the
M Acts
's first utterance, he questi .

& 5 Aprsisi el o) ons the students if they are actually writing
n 103 exam SINCE implicitly interrogates in form of u declarati
g0~ Thus, Whe gemeral act used is directives’ with Bo oo e
T ngquestioning). B, e
( l.unidenﬁﬁed.

1
'EM gional event (A telephone conversation between a lecturer and a student:)
w Gmd day ma.

- Good day.

.1 don’t know if we can have the Eng 307 class at 2-4pm on Monday.

WW Iis Ukﬂ-}'-

mslgechﬂ.’ﬂi

direct- representative (informing). The student informs the lecturer that she
msmf 't kmow if they can have the lecture at the said time.

Lecturer- direct- representative-(affirming). The lecturer understands the student’s
uterance as being a request Lo the said lecture hour and date, thus her affirmation in her
response 10 indicate approval. The lecturer's response is an endorsement to the

student's request as the student seeks for her endorsement due o her position as the
teacher and instructor in the classroom.

Indirect Speech Acts

Student- indirect-directive (requesting). The student requests from the lecturer if 2-
d4pm chosen as the lecture hour as well as the date will be convenient for her.

Lecturer- indirect speech acts is unidentified in the lecturer’s utterance.

Conversation 8

Conversational event (A student knocks on a lecturer’s office door and he is summoned
in)



e il S

"

B E—ter

nmanicss O ireet 32 o M e
ton  the stusdent uses caprensive y.hmmml.ﬁt M‘:‘i
s o “dincctiven’ 10 infom) 5 ). The Jecturct 1t i 4
rospot " .’\‘

soch Acts : ' : . EI:I!T
bodleect Speset O vectve (soliciting). The lecturer indirectly sofigie oy ¢
ot o s sigsicn 8 her OFC- : ;

: act is unidentified in the studcat’s utterance,

Converation ¥ lecturer ! Hodowy
Conversational cvent (Outside a *s office serving as a Iﬂﬂtnﬂh,
swait the lecturer 1o summon them in)

Lecturer: You can all come in, its time.

(The students go in; meanwhile a studeat leaves the doar open)
Lecturer: My AC.

(The student is perplexed not quite getting the message)
Lectarer: The breeze is going out.

Student: Oh, sorry! (Shuts the door).

Direet Speech Acts

Thre ¢ ulterances are made by the lecturer. In the first iterance lecturer iakes
of “directive’ to (invite) the students 1o his o : e The !

wl {:Em i 18]



s At s el i o

hﬁuuuﬂlr"'ﬂ-mq-whn
M’”“
" lm‘ﬂmrmg‘m“mﬂmm

0o o Thank you, thank you, and thani you. WF 2 lecture)
ive (tha

i - expressive (thanki

L,:M"w ( “E’~Th=hcm;uﬂlm:kxlhesludmu.

A : e
implicitly requests umszhc 1 exercise of legitimate power is

: ortrayed,
I]ht:ld)'haﬁﬂwltluded‘ students leave his office gs the focture.

ecture has

w.mme Mﬂm
and Percentages of Direct Speech Acts in the Conversations

bl —
lﬂ‘ﬂdu Rtpmml[ Directive ] Cﬂ'mﬂiﬂi\l' Expressi |
: 58§
i : - Wr En::!w: sub ]
cutors Total
Lecture 19/ 53% 19/76% | 2/ 100% 8/44% | 0/ 49 /
r | 60.5%
Student 17 /47% 6/24% 0/0% 10/ 56% | /0% 32
] 119.5% \
[Total 36/100% | 25/100% | 2/100% | 18/100% | 0/0% Bl
g l \ \ 1100% \

The table above shows that the total number of direct speech acts in the
conversations equals eight-one (81) with the lecturers’ utterances having a higher
percentage of sixty percent (60%) and the students” utterances providing forty percent
(40%). The total occurrence of direct speech acts of representatives is thirty- six (36)
where the lecturers’ utterances reflects nineteen (19) instances; the students’ utterances
reflects seventeen (17) instances. In the same manner, the lecturers’ utterances reflects
higher instances of directives than those of the students with the lecturers’ utterances
reflecting nineteen (19) counts while the students’ utterances reflects six (6)
occurrences providing a total of twenty-five (25). The higher percentage of directives
by the lecturers result from their propensity to make enquiries, always get the students
1o have something done to their own benefits (the lecturers) or rebuke them for

inappropriateness amongst others, examples are conversations sixieen (16), twenty-four
(24),and thirty (30).

The lower figures of direct speech act of directives by the students indicate that
the lecturers have higher differential power over the students. Contrary to the directive
b acts employed by the lecturers, the students mostly make use of the sub acts of
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7

d in offering assistance ¢
the “;m;r:v:nmﬁunﬂ two (2) and tw.,:';

thy
i g
| SO cing, examPIes 300 omissives are observeq o
requesting m:ﬁi and well being. 7 1nslnll‘mism: hundred pl:l‘l::cl':l““ﬂ'&'l %ﬁt
_ e lecturers’ utterances lake in
record N0 instance. Th-uix (56%) and forty-foy, {44?}:
' * yrerances students: fifty both the students’ and | )
while the lecturers jve than the declarations 10 versations o
lower number of axpee instances qu context in which the con o

no inst Made.
respectively. TS0 00 o ihe gener®
uttcrances maimty h Acts in the Conversations
ndirect Spee i laratio | Sub o
Figures and Prcentsfl & T Epress | Declaratio TS gy
Certocut | Represenial | DIt | (0 o
n | es
ves
v | ———T7720% |3 / 37-|0/0% 177509~
Lecturer | 0/0% g% ____?_% 0/ 0% 17/ 5085
§aen (480 |5 k -
Student 0/ 0% 62.5%
—Wﬂ— 8 /100% | 0/ 0% 3iﬁw
Tﬂm] ﬂ fru'}‘rn |21Imlfr g

The total number of indirect speech acts in the u.:mwcrsali?ns 1s thirty-four (34
counts which are lower than the direct speech acts and carry Elhlgh'-'-f percentage, The
indirect speech acts of the students and lecturers record equivalent percentages of fifty
percent (50%) respectively. The speech a{:ls_ classification of d!mctw:s carry the
highest number of indirect speech acts by the mtf:rlncumrs respectively, T!im are no
occurrences of representatives in the interlocutors™ utterances. The lecturers’ utterances
carry a higher occurrence of directives of sixty-lwo percent {62.%} _lhan the ;w-
which carry thirty-eight percent (38%). The indirectness of directives especially in
varying sub acts of rebuking, requesting, ordening and so on in the lecturers' utterances

define his or her decision in choosing to be polite. Examples of instances where these
are evident are conversations nine

(9), ten (10) and nineteen (19). The indirectness of
directives in the students” utterances is done 10 avoid or minimise the impoliteness on
the lecturers’ in enquiring,

; requesting, condemning, ete. In commuisives, there are a
total number of five instanc

_ es of occurrence, where the students’ utterances took the
lead equivalent 1o Iwenty percent (20%) and th

¢ lecturer eighty percent (80%).
In identical manner. CXpressives carry a higher co nt of fi ‘ students’
utterances than the lecturers’ which carry th . Plsidiiial

: : ree (3), making a total of eight (80). Just
like the direct Speech acts, there are also n inds declarations i
the interlocutors’ utterances. © fecords of indirect S0t e 2
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: 2 : only use indirect speech acts
Jhen theY decide to or choose to mitigate the imposition on the students and avoid the
P"mﬁd threat their uficrances may pose 1o the students which leaves the power
mﬂ‘i"“smp w:.fccnt the mtherlocul.;;s rather implicit. The swudents on the other hand,
use of indirect speech acts by employing politeness tacts logy, hedgi
make | infringement and begging for forgiven Dol S -

€35 10 present their requests;
o e impolite towards the lecturers while the i el

direct strategies are less favoured
hem. EveD much more, regardless of the familiari . v

; ty between the students and lecturers,
e feel the need to respect their elders especially mentors who guide, teach

convey knowledge to them. This findings thus corresponds with Fairclough (1989,

pp56-157) submission that the societal factors that influence the use of indirect
specch acts in communication is power relation.

Itis discovered that while the legitimate power was frequently employed by the
|ecturers through their utterances, the referential and expert power were rarely utilised.

For instance, only two utterances in conversation one (1) and fifteen (15) exercised the
referent and expert power respectively. The exercise of coercive and reward power
bases were conspicuously absent in the lecturers’ utterances. The absence of the use of
cocrcive power coincides with Agustina and Cahyono (2016, p.98) submission that

“the coercive power is common and useful in lower degree of education such as in
elementary and secondary school but not in the university level”

The speech act analysis of teacher-student conversations carried out in this
paper has been able to authenticate that the choice acts of employed by interlocutors

with asymmetrical relationships as in campus-related interactions are implicitly guided
by social variables of power and social distance.
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Transcript of Conversations
Conversation 11

Conversational event (A lecturer on
up to her and the followin £ conversation ensued)

Student: Excuse me ma, will ¥ou be in school tomorrow?
Lecturer: How is that your business? |

Speech Acts: i. direct |
Iactumr—dlmctwt. student-ynj

her way out of a faculty building, a student walks

rer-directive. Stud

dentified. Lecty ®nl- expressive,directive ii. Indirect

rer’s Power exercise: Legitimate power
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| s

_em..em.. | have no idea ma,
’d yYou are unserious. What type of sil)

. 5 Y Tesponse is that?

M_mdmtsmmf«‘im)rnumha adaici ! (Now addressing
ot O ing the student again). If you continue thig qrJusical ititude to your ot

! 15 way, you will i ;

o . i. direct- lectu trect: you will just fail

hcﬁ. 1. i : Ter. dlmve. repmt]\‘e . ® .
,jlﬂ“ jecturer: pressive, Student- unidentified. L Mmim- mpmmuw. il
Wm‘ﬂl‘”l"’w ecturer’s  Power exercise:

c.awﬂ‘ﬂ"' 13

orsational event (A lecturer's office : The followi
Conv ! cturer and his student in the IECNWF'S‘:;::E}‘H extracts of a conversation

Sir, | have been having a bit of difficulty with my proposal
. Help yourself with a thesis on the shelf that should serve as a guide

specch Acts: i direct- lecturer: representative. Studen: i
e unidentified, Student- directive ni: representative il indirect-

Mﬁiwﬂnmcfmrj of what hu"“‘lhm .

Conversation 14

Conversational event (A lecturer on her way for a lecture; a student walks
offers to help with her handbag) up to her and

stodent: Can | help you with the handbag?
Lecturer: (smiles) No, thanks. It compliments my outfit.

Acts: i. direct- lecturer: representative, expressive. Student: directive ii
indirect- lecturer: expressive, Student- commisive

Conversation 15

(A lecture class: towards the end of a lecture)

Lecturer: Turn in your assignments (students all submit to him)

Whose work is this?

Student: She’s not present. She called in sick.

Lecturer: Her work is also sick.

Speech Acts: i. direct- lecturer: directive, representative. Student: representative il

indirect- lecturer: directive, Student- unidentified. Lecturer's Power exercise: expert
power
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PA indicate?

does your CO

3 Ly . g,undlllﬂ- :
wzhwlmmmgwmmngmwﬂmmmmnﬂh
Lecturer: You are almost a StEP C'GPA will rise 0 8 minimum of 2.5.

jve, representative. Student: representative i

Conversation 18 : + |
Conversational Fvent (An office corridor, some students are discussing and making s

disruptive noise)

Lecturer :( storms out of office) Hello, stop shouting, you are disturbing us for God's

sake!

Student: We are sorry sir.

Speech Acts: i. direct- lecturer: expressive, directive, representative. Stodems:
ive ii Indirect- lecturer: directive, Students- unidentified. Lecturer's Powes

exercise: Legitimate power L

Coaversation 19

mvmﬁmdmtﬁnmﬁmﬁmhﬂl;ammmmalhnﬁthﬂwﬂ
in the process, the seal is slammed making a disturbing noise) bt
Lecturer- Haven't you been told i i hair W |
sianding up? severally (sic) to always assist your chai - :

Speech Acts: i. direct- lecturer: directive. - .- i et i
i " = m 2 . L"l
Mmm-nmve.mm'ﬂm” .“lefe i: i LA

ey

2

oo

| o
5

i id - -
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Z

:
i

"%{i\

W
i

‘Z‘

|
i

Lo
!M
|

M{&‘mwl "

M“'“mmmmulm‘“‘m

don't know f you will be in
lwill Anything the matter?
ngmr course funnfmnm“amﬂ

'l’

_.‘F

E

Y
r i M" Im representati
ii Indirect- lecturer: unidentified, S“”I 'tm“sm expressive,

“mm conversation between some students and a lecturer at the end

i\

)
. The lecture was enlightening, we enjoyed it.
Thank you.

Acts i direct Lecturer-expressive, students-R
ﬁF"‘h Lecturer { Unidentified). epresentative. ii Indirect students

i

of 8

%

22

sational event (A lecturer's office: a student walks into a lecturer’s office who is
dsohis leve! adviser and the following conversation ensued)

Sodent: [ want to sign my course form sir.

Lecturer: Sign it.
Speech Acts i direct Lecturer-directive, student-Representative. ii Indirect student-

directive Lecturer-directive.

Conversation 23
Conversational event (A lecturer’s office, a conversation between a lecturer who is

probably a level adviser and a student)
Stodent: Do you know when our results will be uploaded ma?

Lecturer: Very soon.
Speech Acts i direct Lecturer- -representative, student-directive. ii Indirect- student

(unidentified) Lecturer-commisive.

Coaversation 24
Conversational event (A student on his way out of a lecturer’s office)
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i Serbewtoad _
University of s

i

i

)

HK event (A telephone cony
.y“?:umiﬂlm‘"“mmammm ® lecturer and a staden)

B

k

#ﬂﬂ‘ Yo, |.wiil. Anything the matter?

M

L | bring my course form for signing a2

i indirect- lecturer: unidentified, md::::euuw PN,

= Il

; c,;'“"!m j event (A conversati

¢ ] unhemetnmm:mldmmdnbctmrnﬂwmd
of8 The lecture was enlightening, we enjoyed it.
» - Thank you.

i direct Lecturer-expressive, students- A
W,fc Lecturer ( Unidentificd), nis-Represcotative. il Indirect studonts

1

:onal event (A lecturer’s office: a student walks into a lecturer’s office who is
sohis level adviser and the following conversation ensued)

gudent: | want t0 sign my course form sir.

Lecturer: Sign it.

Speech Acts i direct Lecturer-directive, student-Representative. ii Indirect student-
dircctive Lecturer-directive.

Conversation 23
Conversational event (A lecturer's office, a conversation between a lecturer who is
probably a level adviser and a student)

Student: Do you know when our results will be uploaded ma?

Lecturer: Very soon.

Speech Acts i direct Lecturer-representative, student-directive. ii Indirect- student
(unidentified) Lecturer-commisive.

Conversation 24
Conversational event (A student on his way out of a lecturer’s office)

o e
e
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L ecturer: Shut the door behind YO& lﬁ

Srudent: Alright sit. directive. student-Representative. il Tndiree, i
i direct Lectufel st exercise: Legitima i
smﬁf;,;m dentified). Lecturer's POWEt Legitimate pove, . 1

)

Cmvemﬁ;li*eﬂ- (A school restaurant; all the seats arc occupied)
E“‘“"“": ds up [;nm own seat and offers to the lecturer) you can sit hers L
Student: (Stan

*s kind of you.
wurer: Thank you very much, that's - {7
ls.:cch Acts 1 i:jm Lecluret-Expressive. student- Directive. ii Indiregt
commisive , Lecturer (Unidentified). Wder,

Conversation 26 .
Conversational event (A student has just confided in his lecturer that he is g _
the rest of the conversation goes thus) Tphan;

Lecturer: | am sorry to hear about your parents’ demise. May God grant them lerny)
rest.

Student: Amen. Thank you very much ma.

Speech Acts i direct Lecturcr-expressive, student-Representative, Expressive. .
Indirect { Unidentified).

Conversation 27

(A lecturer’s offi
office)

Lecturer: Your analysis is good.
Student: You are a genius in it sir,

Speech Acts i direct Lecturer-Re : :
: presentative, student-Re : v
student- Expressive, Lecturer ( Unidentified), ent-Representative. 1 Indirect

ce: A student’s seminar paper is being accessed by a lecturer in his

Conversation 28

Conversational event (A friend ;
student n the lecturer’s office) ¥ conversation between a female lecturer and a female

Lecturer: Your bag is lovely,

glud-el:: (Blushes) Thank you ma, but it 18 kind of old
peech Acts i direct L i ; :
Indirect Student- PR R“P'mnlmwe. studcnl-Represcnmivc. Expressive. il

Expressive ,Lecturer ( Unidentified),
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o~ ver some papers) these are th
! cannot Papers you -
M]Hﬂﬂwl mmdlnynu nnw‘&mbﬁ:‘:ﬁfmfwm.
; . direct Lecturer- E;mlw‘ o
> Acts ! ii Indirect Student- directive m:“ e Grective, student-
. Legitimale power pressive, Lecturer's Power

o

30
[ .onal eveot: (A student opens a lecturer’s door without

ﬂm'ﬁ;:ﬁ ce; the following conversation ensued:) knocking and steps

ofs i direct Lecturer-Directive, student-Expressive. ii Indirect Student-
. Lecturer- directive. Lecturer’s Power exercise: Legitimate power



