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[bookmark: _Toc72526]ABSTRACT 
This study was aimed at investigating the effect of family background on sentence construction of a junior secondary school students of Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo Osun State. To guide the study, three research purposes, three research questions and one research hypothesis were formulated. The design adopted for this study was Ex-post Facto design. The population of the study consists of all Secondary students from the local government area. The secondary schools in the zone have a population of seven thousand, nine hundred and forty-five secondary students. Out of the fifty-three schools, twelve schools were sampled using proportionate random sampling technique. In the twelve schools, all JSII students numbering eight hundred and sixteen (816) were used as the subject of the study. The research instrument was family background effect questionnaire (FBEQ), designed by the researcher and validated by experts. The reliability of the instrument was established using Crunbach alpha method. The data collected were analyzed using mean and standard deviation while multiple regression was used to test the hypothesis at 0.05 level of significance. The instrument was pilot tested in Education Zone, using 30 students. The reliability coefficient was 0.69. The finding of the study revealed that: junior secondary school students in Olorunda local government area of Osogbo, Osun State have moderate level family background; these students also performed averagely in sentence construction; and there was significant correlation between family background (parental education, parental income, in occupation, family size and parental motivation) and sentence construction of junior secondary school students of Olorunda local government area of Osogbo, Osun State. Based on these findings,  study recommended among others that parents should diversify their sources of income to be able to provide fund for their children’s schooling. Parents should equally realize the importance of using rewards and other measures to motivate their children.
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Introduction 
English. is used in the world as a lingua franca among people from different cultures, ethnic, and social backgrounds (Dewi, 2015). The ability to teach writing effectively at elementary schools is one of the vital skills among English teachers. Writing is a major component in the teaching of English. The teaching of writing has been conducted as early as in the early years where students start to learn how to form letters correctly. There are many consequences that could lead to major drawbacks in students’ academic performance if they have a weak foundation in writing. Writing is not only vital in order to develop their academic performance, but also contributes to their social and emotional development.  
Moreover, in this competitive world, writing is also one of the skills that is necessary to excel. Their inability to write well, may affect their chances to secure a job in the future. Therefore, this issue needs to be tackled effectively. However, teaching writing has become difficult because of the challenges faced by the students in learning writing skills. Some of the challenges that are faced by the ESL students are lack of vocabulary, poor grammar, poor spelling, students’ readiness, and lack of exposure to books and reading materials. The challenges faced by the students’ have made it challenging for teachers to teach writing skills. The challenges that are faced by the teachers to teach writing skills are difficult to motivate their students, students of diverse levels, difficult materials, and time constraints to teach the students. In order to improve a student’s writing ability, a teacher must give more attention to teach 
writing such as giving guidance and feedback. 
Therefore, a teacher needs to be aware of the challenges faced by other English teachers in teaching writing skills and ESL students’ challenges in learning to write. This paper provides a literature review on the challenges faced by both teachers as well as students in teaching and learning writing skills. Proficient written expression is central to academic success. Not only does writing allow students to demonstrate and share their knowledge, but it has also been found to be effective in facilitating students’ understanding across curricular content areas (Bangert-Drowns, Hurley, & Wilkinson, 2014). Unfortunately, many students struggle to attain writing skills necessary to support their expressive communication needs. Interpreting the 2014 SAT results, the College Board (2014) concluded merely 42.6% of high school graduates met the benchmark for College and Career Readiness. Remedial writing instruction has not only become necessary in colleges and universities (Goen-Salter, 2018), but it has also become a costly expense for many businesses (National 
Commission on Writing, 2014). 
Writing is a multifaceted, literacy skill that poses several demands to writers 
(Graham, Harris, & Chambers, 2016; Hayes & Flower, 1980; McCutchen, 2010; Scardamalia & Bereiter, 1983). On the one hand, at a cognitive level, writing requires learners to develop ideas, organize them, and compose a draft that responds to an assignment or goal and satisfies a specific writing purpose (Flower & Hayes, 1980; Hayes, 1996). Further, it requires the careful evaluation and revision of ideas across sentences, paragraphs, and pages to assure that the message is cohesive and attends to the writing purpose (Hayes, 2004). Finally, it requires writers’ ability to express ideas in a manner that is in accordance with a specific language system and follows its expectations of grammatical and syntactic expression.  
On the other hand, writing is done to communicate (Prior, 2006); thus, writers need to determine early on in their work who the audience is in order to carefully consider the language and the syntactic complexity used to present ideas to readers (Hayes & Flower, 1980). Finally, at a metacognitive level, writers need to determine writing goals and constantly monitor progress toward those while they manage the completion of all tasks and while they manage their effort, time, and motivation (Schunk & Zimmerman, 2007). Overall, writing and writing clearly is not a simple task; It is a highly complex activity that requires the coordination of several processes and subprocesses for it to be effective and purposeful. Across those demands, syntax, and the ability to express ideas with clarity can significantly affect a writer’s ability to communicate (Berninger, Nagy, & Beers, 2011) and the quality of their work (Crowhurst, 1983); thus, a writer may have knowledge about a topic but might not be able to compose clear sentences to share this message.  
The purpose of this paper is to explain the effect of family background on sentence construction of junior secondary school students. 
[bookmark: _Toc72530]Statement of the Problem  
One’s ability to clearly put his/her idea through writing enables him/her to communicate ideas with others. Speaking and writing are productive skills, while listening and reading are the receptive skills in language. Though these skills differ in characteristics, it is said that reading and writing skills are linked. That reading skills can improve when students read and write, and writing skills improve as they write and read. Cabansag (2013) points out that writing has one great advantage over speaking for it enables the writer to proceed by trial and error until he can formulate his ideas and parts of ideas in their best possible shapes. It is an activity where writers can freely express the flow of their thoughts.  
However, despite the various strategies and studies that attempt to address this issue, language teachers are still confronted with issues of low English proficiency among students. At Saint Paul junior secondary school – southwest Nigeria, a disturbing issue that junior secondary school students who have been taking English subjects since the time they entered formal schooling and who are majoring in English could not express themselves well either in written or oral communication exists. Though they have passed the Basic English subjects like Grammar and Composition, some still fail in expressing their thoughts and so with putting them into writing. 
[bookmark: _Toc72531]The research investigated and identified the actual problems facing junior secondary school students in learning English language and especially in building English sentences. Moreover, the research will find out why students have such problems, analyze accurately the difficulties that our students have in learning each pattern, as well as discover remedies for these problems and suggest solutions. 
Purpose of the study 
The aim of the study is to assess the effect of family background on sentence construction of junior secondary school students of Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo Osun State. Therefore, the specific objectives of the study were to find out: 
i. The family background factors that affect secondary school students’ sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
ii. The level of sentence construction of junior secondary school students in 
Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
iii. The correlation between family background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) of junior secondary school students and sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
[bookmark: _Toc72532]Research Questions 
This study provided answers to the following research questions: 
1. What are the family background factors that affect secondary school students’ sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State? 
2. What is the level of sentence construction of junior secondary school students in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State? 
3. [bookmark: _Toc72533]Is there a correlation between family background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) of junior secondary school students and sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State? 
Research Hypotheses 
The following research hypotheses were formulated and tested to guide the study: 
Ho1: There is no significant correlation between family background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) of junior secondary school students and sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
Methodology
 The study adopted ex-post facto method in examining the effect of family background on sentence construction of a junior secondary school students of olorunda local government area, Osogbo Osun State. Ex-post facto design is considered suitable for this study because it is practical and versatile. The design enables the researcher to collect original data from the respondents themselves and describes the present conditions as they exist in their natural family settings. The population of the study comprised of all public school students while the sample size for the study comprised eight hundred and sixteen (816) students from the public secondary schools in the study area. A total of twelve (12) schools were drawn. In each of the sample school, the entire Senior Secondary Two 
(JSS 2) students were used giving a total of eight hundred and sixteen students (816).
	The Instruments for data collection were self-developed questionnaire and Sentence Construction Test (SCT). The questionnaire was developed by the researcher and titled: Family Background Effect Questionnaire (FBEQ). This questionnaire was constructed on the basis of research questions on a four-point likert amended scale. The instrument (questionnaire) was made up of twenty-six (26) items on effects of parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation. The questionnaire has two parts. Part, one provides demographic data of the respondents, and part two provides information on students’ family background. The questionnaire was structured in form of four –point likert scale coded as follows: Strongly agree (SA) - 4; Agree (A) - 3; Disagree (D) - 2; Strongly disagree (SD) – 1. The last instrument was the Sentence Construction Test (SCT). 
The face and content validity of the instrument was established by three experts: two in sociology of education, one in measurement and evaluation-all in the department of educational foundation in National Open University of Nigeria, Osogbo. The reliability of the instrument was established by administering the FBEQ questionnaire was trial tested using 30 students at A.D.S. Grammar School, Olorunda zone which is entirely outside the geographical scope of the study, the internal consistency reliability estimate yielded 0.69 for influence of parental education, 0.66 for influence of parent’s occupation, 0.61 for influence of parent’s income, 0.70 for influence of family size and 0.84 for the influence of parental motivation. The data collected was used to describe demographic information of the respondents using percentage. Research questions were answered using percentage and mean rating while research hypothesis was tested with multiple regression at 0.05 level of significance. 
Results 
Research Question One: What are the family background factors that affect 
secondary school students’ sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State? 
Participants’ responses on family background were subjected to item-by-item analysis using mean statistics. Given that the family background factors consisted of five (5) main items (components) with each having 6-sub-item and structured in a four-response-type, the mean scores obtained for sub-item were subjected to further analysis to obtain the grand-mean for each of the main. Thus, items found with the grand mean scores range within 3.50 – 4.00; 2.50 – 3.49; 1.50 – 2.49 and 1.00 – 1.49 (cut-off scores) were remarked as ‘very high;’ ‘high’ ‘low’ and ‘very low’ respectively. The summary statistics is presented in Table 2a.  
Table 1a: Descriptive Statistics of Family Background Factors of Students in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State 
	SN 
	Family Background Factors 
	Mean 
	S.D. 
	Remark 

	1 
	Parental Education 
	3.32 
	1.28 
	High Level 

	2 
	Family Size 
	3.18 
	1.34 
	High Level  

	3 
	Parental Income  
	3.13 
	1.33 
	Low Level 

	4 
	Parental Motivation 
	2.37 
	1.40 
	High Level 

	5 
	Parental Occupation 
	2.41 
	1.41 
	Low Level 


As revealed in Table 1a, students were of high levels of parental education, parental motivation and family size. However, students had low levels of parental income and parental occupation. Also, participants’ total scores on family background factors were generated and further subjected to percentage analysis to determining the proportion of students with respect to their levels of family background. Given that the questionnaire on family background factors contained 30 items (structured in four response-type), the minimum, maximum and range score were 30, 120 and 90 respectively. The range was therefore divided by 3-levels of high, moderate and low (i.e., 90/3 = 30). Thus, participants whose scores fell within 30 – 60; 61 – 90; and 91 – 120 were categorized as those with ‘high’, ‘moderate’ and ‘low’ levels of family background factors respectively. The statistics of the participants’ responses are 
presented in Table 1b.  
Table 1b: Levels of Family Background of Students in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State 
	Levels of Family Background 
	Score Range  
	Frequency Pe
	rcentage 

	High 
	46 – 60 
	184  
	23.0% 

	Moderate   
	31 – 45 
	408  
	51.0% 

	Low 
	15 – 30 
	224  
	28.0% 

	Total  
	 
	800  
	100.0% 


Table 1b reveals that 184 (23%) of the students sampled were of high level of family background; 408 (51.0%) of them were moderate while 224 (28.0%) had low level of family background. Thus, the majority of the students were of moderate level of family background in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
Research Question Two: What is the level of sentence construction of junior 
secondary school students in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun 
State? 
Participants’ scores on Sentence Construction Performance Test (SCPT) were generated and further subjected to percentage analysis to determining the level of performance of junior secondary school students. The statistics of the participants’ responses is presented in Table 3. 


Table 2: Levels of Sentence Construction Performance of Junior Secondary School 
Students in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State 

Levels of Sentence 	Score 	Frequency  Percentage Construction Performance 	Range 

High 	19 – 24 	208  	26.0%  
	Moderate   
	13 – 18 
	464  
	58.0%  

	Low 
	6 – 12 
	128 
	16.0% 

	Total  
	 
	800  
	100.0%  



Table 2 shows that out of 800 (100%) students sampled for this study, 208 (26%) of them were of high level of sentence construction performance; 464 (58.0%) performed averagely while 128 (16.0%) of the participants performed low in Sentence Construction Performance Test. Thus, the majority of junior secondary school students had average performance in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
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Hypotheses Testing 
Hypothesis One: There is no significant correlation between family background (parental
education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) of junior 
secondary school students and sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, 
Osogbo, Osun State 
The contribution of the independent variable to the dependent variable using Rsquare was estimated as presented in regression model summary in Table 4a 





Table 3a: Regression Model Summary of Family Background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) 
of Secondary School Students’ Sentence Construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 

	Model 	R 	R-Square 	Adjusted  	Std. Error of 
	R- Square 	the Estimate 

	1 	0.176 	0.228 	     0.005 	      6.249 
a. Predictors: (constant), family background 
As shown in Table 3a, the independent variables (family background) jointly contributed the R-Square of 0.228, representing 22.8% to the dependent variable (students’ sentence construction). This implies that family background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) jointly explained 22.82% of the total variance on sentence construction of students in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State.  
Table 3b therefore presents the statistical correlation among family background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) and students’ sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
Table 3b: Regression Analysis of Family Background on Secondary School Students’ Sentence Construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 

	Model 	Sum of 	Df 	Mean 	F 	Sig. 
	Squares 	Square 
	1 
	Regression 
	
	2427.664 
	5 
	
	485.533 
	7.575 
	.000b 

	
	Residual 
	
	12434.920 
	794 
	
	64.097 
	 
	 

	
	Total 
	
	19762.584 
	799 
	 
	
	 
	 


a. Dependent Variable: Sentence Construction 
b. Predictors: (Constant), Family Background 
The model in Table 3b indicates the linear combination of predictor variables 
(i.e., family background). The F-value is 7.575 with 5 and 798 degrees of freedom at 0.05 critical level of significance. Since the p-value of 0.000 obtained is less than 0.05 level of significance, the null hypothesis is rejected. Thus, the combination of the independent variables significantly correlated the dependent variable (F(5, 798) = 7.575, p<0.05). This implies that there was a significant correlation between family background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) of junior secondary school students and sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State.  
To determine the contribution of each of the independent variable, Beta Weight was also calculated, and the outputs are shown in Table 4c 
Table 3c: Relative Contributions of Independent Variables to Students’ Sentence Construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State 

 	Unstandardized 	Standardized  	  	Coefficients 	Coefficients 	 	 
	 
Model                          
	B 
 
	Std. Error 
	    Beta 
	 
T 
	 
Sig. 

	(Constant) 
	19.459 
	1.374 
	 
	25.399 
	0.000 

	Parental Education 
	.343 
	.007 
	.410 
	0.315 
	0.000 

	Family Size 
	.261 
	.197 
	.367 
	0.199 
	0.003 

	Parental Income  
	-.071 
	.010 
	.135 
	0.093 
	0.022 

	Parental Motivation 
	.319 
	.021 
	.341 
	0.214 
	0.001 

	Parental Occupation 
	-.047 
	.011 
	.141 
	0.108 
	0.039 


a. Dependent Variable: sentence construction  
b. Predictors: (constant), family background 
Table 3c shows the relative contribution of each of the independent variable. 
The table reveals that parental education of students has the higher contribution with Beta weight of 0.410 to the sentence construction followed by family size having 0.367 and parental motivation. However, parental income and parental occupation contributed negatively to junior secondary school students’ sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. The contributions are presented in the equation below; 
Y = a + biX1 + b2X2…. bnXn 
Thus, the weight of each independent variable in this study can therefore be substituted in the equation as  
Y = 19.459 + .343X1 + .261X2 + -.071X3 + .319X4 + -.047X5 
Where; 
Constant (a) = (other variables that were not considered in this study but 
contributed/related to junior secondary school students’ sentence construction) = 19.459 
		Parental Education  
	(bi) = 0.343 

		      Family Size   	 
	(b2) = 0.261  

		 Family Income  	 
	(b3) = -0.071 

	             Parental Motivation  
	(b4) = 0.261 

	   Parental Occupation  
	(b5) = -0.047   


Discussion of Findings 
The outcome of the analysis revealed that junior secondary school students have high level of parental education, family size and parental motivation. However, students have low parental income and parental occupation. Thus, the majority of the junior secondary school students were of moderate level of family background in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. This is not surprising as Osun State is often regarded as a civil service state where majority of the workers are under the employment of the state government. Thus, the educational level of parents is quite understandable and practical because this implies that most of these state government employees have some level of formal education.  
The majority of junior secondary school students had average performance in sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. The implication of this finding is that the junior secondary school students in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun state can averagely construct good English sentence which is also practical considering the reality on ground. 
The findings of this study also indicated that there was significant correlation between family background (parental education, parental occupation, parental income, family size and parental motivation) of junior secondary school students and sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. 
Therefore, students’ parental education has the higher contribution followed by family size and parental motivation. However, parental income and parental occupation contributed negatively to junior secondary school students’ sentence construction in Olorunda Local Government Area, Osogbo, Osun State. The findings of this study tend to agree with the opinions expressed by Onochie and Okpalla (1985) that educational level of parents which is an indicator of socio-economic status has direct influence on child’s value and sentence construction in the school.  
The scholars further maintained that children from illiterate families may learn little or nothing from home that can help them to develop interest in academics. The result of the study also indicates that educated parents provide conducive atmosphere for studies at home. This is in line with Qeca (1980) who asserted that children from literate families where parents provide atmosphere conducive for the formation of good study habit are in better chance of performing well in schools. Again, the result also agrees with Izundu (2005) who asserted that there is significant relationship between the level of parents’ education and the sentence construction of the students. In addition, Gary (2001) stated that the importance of parental level of education to sentence construction of students cannot be over emphasized. According to the scholar, students from a professional and to a less extent parental occupational background exhibit higher academic performance. 
The findings also show that parental occupation is not a contributory factor in students’ sentence construction. This finding is contrary to the view of Ezeji (2001) who noted that parents like their children to take to their occupations. Such parents include lawyers, doctors, musicians among others. Uwoma (2006) in her study was also of the opinion that most vocational students were children whose parents were farmers or craftsmen. However, the findings do not agree with Eke (1999) who observed that parental occupation does not significantly influence sentence construction of students. The difference in the findings of this scholars and other may be as a result of data analysis. For example, while Eke (1999) used product moment correlation coefficient method, other researchers (Uwoma 2006 and Ezeji 2001) use t-test for data analysis. In addition, this study does not agree that parental occupation can determine students’ sentence construction. This is based on the variables that determine one’s occupation may not be the same in parents and children. For instance, a child may not be as brilliant as his/her parents who are doctors or lawyers and vice versa. 
In similar vein, the result of the analysis indicated that parental level of income has less effect on students’ sentence construction. This is against Francis (2007) who found that the lower income families may be aware of the importance of education in the society, but at the same time they are also aware of their limited resources to measure up with such educational demands. According to the author, a family that can scarcely provide for the basic needs of the family which include food, shelter and clothing will hardly motivate the academic excellence of their children. Instead, they will pressurize their children to seek for job opportunities with the little education they acquired to support the family. The result also indicates that students whose parents are on high income status higher academic aspiration than children whose parents are on low-income status. This finding is in conformity with the view of Ojo and Yilma (2010) that the Socio-economic status of a mainly is capable of affecting the behaviour of the children and determines their aspiration. Families with high socio-economic status often have more success in preparing their children for school because they typically have access to wide range of providing their young children with high quality childcare, and books. They also encourage their children in various learning activities at home. 
On the correlation of family size and sentence construction of junior secondary students, the analysis of the findings revealed that there is significant correlation. This is in line with the findings of Durorsaro and Durosaro (1990) who found out in their study that family size influence students’ sentence construction. Their study revealed that children from small size families perform better at school than their counterparts from both average size and large size families. This is also in line with Yoloye (1989), who concluded from his study that polygamous family sizes which were naturally large reduces the chances of children going to school in the first instance. Again, children from such background who were in schools have reduced chances of achieving their goals. Parents in such families are mostly illiterates and incapable of providing adequate motivation for their children in schools as compared with the literate nuclear families. 
Parental motivation was also significantly correlated with junior secondary school students’ sentence construction. This result is in conformity with Douglas (1984) who identified motivation as the most important factor that influence educational attainment. The scholar observed that the simple most important factor that influence educational achievement of children appears to be the degree of parent’s interest in their children’s education. Douglas further stated that middle class parents express great interest in their children’s education as indicated by more frequent visits to school to discuss children’s progress; buying relevant textbooks and other necessary materials needed in the school for their children. In support of this view, Agu (2010) asserted that motivation is an integral aspect of learning, indicating that different motivational constructs are correlated with effective classroom learning and achievement. This view implies that motivational patterns relate to students’ sentence construction. 
The researcher attributes the variance in the findings to difference in areas of study. The present study had most of its respondents who live Urban areas and parents are wealthy and could provide their children with necessary facilities and amenities needed to facilitate academic work despite their family size. Again, there were still some other parents in rural areas who were rich and could provide for their children in large families. 
[bookmark: _Toc72564]Conclusion 	
From the findings of the study, it was concluded that family background has significant correlation with sentence construction of students in schools. Prominent among the family background factors include parental educational level, parental income, and parental motivation. Educational statuses of the parents and students’ sentence construction have a close relationship between them. This is because parents themselves having been to school realized the importance of being educated. They stand better chance to support their children for better sentence construction. 
On parental motivation, it was found that students who received encouragement and motivation from the family perform better in schools than their counterparts from non encouraging families. The major reasons for the observed difference in performance are the motivation and positive attitude of the parents towards their children’s academic progress. Personal observation equally showed that parental occupation cannot determine student sentence construction. This is because education which is the major determinant of occupation may not be the same in the parents and children. Again, a child from large family size, who has strong determination can compete favorably with another child from small family size. Moreover, most children from small families are over pampered and undetermined. 
Findings of the study also revealed that parental motivation is one of the major determinants of students’ sentence construction. Therefore, the need for parents to learn how to encourage their children cannot be overemphasized. There is equally the need for parents to be involved in the teaching-learning process of their children, particularly this period where most of the students come to school from their respective homes. 
Recommendation 
The following recommendation were made based on the findings of the study
1. Parents should be made to realize the importance of motivation in determining their children sentence construction in schools, especially the realization that most of the male students are abandoning school for business
2. Students should give serious attention to studies at home, in addition to other various works done, since the amount of effort they put in their studies influence their sentence construction
3. Teachers should understand that teaching is a job of conscience.
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