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Introduction

Islamic religion, use of the I

AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARTER OF FREEDOM:
MODERN MISCONCEPTION OF TERRORISM AND JIHAD

by
A. A. Owoade, Ph.D & Barr.M. B. Badr

Department of Isl.amic Law, Nigeria Police Academy
University of Ilorin, Wudil, Kano, Nigeria

email: mymission43@gmail.com,
GSM: 08034453656, 08121487171

Abstract

gle for power through terror has been a

Since time immemorial, the strug
rdation of

very far reaching weapon used by humans against another. The four
every organised society in history has always been through the use of fear and
terror but on September 11™ 2001 (popularly called the 9/11 incident); this
general perception became attributed to the Islamic religion and its adherents.
In contrast to this perception of Islam as a religion that solidly supports
terrorism, Islam is a religion deeply rooted in peaceful co-existence and deep
consideration of human welfare. The widely disconcerted concept in Islam
itics have seen as akin to terrorism is Jihad. Jihad is thus seen as a
concept that has gone through series of misconceptions not only from the
perspective of non-Muslims but from the Muslims alike. Although a lot of
articles have been written on J ihad and Terrorism, this article will attempt to

s these concepts in line with the Charter of Medina which is the
k serving as an authority

which cr

discus
covenant of the prophet with the people of the Boo

for peaceful co-existence amongst Muslims and other faith
Keywords: Jihad, Terrorism, Islam, Charter of Madinah

t .
In the contemporary 21° century, in t
is seen as a Terrorist and Every Terrorist is seen as a Muslim. T

he international sphere, Every Muslim
his is as a result

of the actions of some major terrorists groups who disguise in the name of the

claiming of basis in the textual holy bool

anguage and dressing atiributed to Islam and
¢s.'This modern terrorism has been the

lens through which Islam is viewed thus making it difficult to distinguish Islam

1 ; . .
The widely known terrorist sects include Al-Qaeda, ISIS, Boko Haram and the likes. These
sects have carried out various attacks ranging from the 9/11 attack on the United States in

2001, the Nyanya bombing in Nigeria in 2014<

http://www.vanguardngr.com/2014/04/1 00-perish-motor-park-bombing/> accessed on

January, 2017, Brussels bomb blast in Belgium < http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
europe-35869254> (accessed on 3" January, 2017) and many others.

Ard
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froi e 2 :
ten_zri:;rlr(.)l1sm. More importantly, the term ‘jihad’ has been equated with

Thi in the non Muslim world®,
ofap ;:S(S)Itl’lat'l((j)n h.as gotten to a' rea.llly hilarious stage Whereby upon _dlscoYery
b 'S 1dentity as a Muslim in social spheres of intellectual discussions

s on religious issues, the question usually tossed at Muslims, cither
dlrectly 1n form of Vel‘bal attaCk or indil‘ectly is ‘Why are Muslims terroriStS or
why do Muslims kill** not ‘whether or not ter,rorists are Muslims’- .

Is Jihad the same as terrorism? Are there any differences betw.een.the'xd
and Terrorism? Does Islam recommend Terrorism? Is there an¥ indication in
the Quran or the Hadith of the Prophet that recommends such cruel' actions?
Th.ese are the questions that need to be asked and answered 111 a1l unb1ase<.i a}nd
rational way before the categorical tagging of Islam and Muslims as a religion

of terror and terrorist respectively.

Objectives of Study
This work is aimed at examining the positio

and jihad and to evaluate the nature of permissibi
war sense). It also aims at identifying the areas o J
terrorism and vice-versa. The aim is to discuss the concepts

Freedom Charter of Medina.

he Shari’ah on terrorism
lity attached to jihad (1n the

f misconception of jihad as
line with the

noft

k titled: ‘Muhammad, Islam and Terrorism’ written on
ated 19th April, 2005 stated that ~terrorisim is (sic) based on
what Muhammad taught and did” and succinctly, convincingly and emphatically
concluded that Jslam is terrorist religion and Muhammad(SAW) is a terrorist. A
misunderstanding of Islam in the West has put it in a ver) bad light which has become a
herculean task to correct due to a lot of the modern representation of what Islam is and not
what Islam ought to be. One of the reasons for the synonymous attach of terrorism to
Islam is also because of the incessant and continuous loud media reports on the issue.
3 Abul A’la Maududi , Jihad In Islam’, The Holy Koran Publishing House. Beirut. L.ebanon;
Owoade A.A and Badr M.B., An Appraisal of Jihad under Islamic International Law ’
4 Gtereotypes are perpetuated in every form of the media accompanied by gross ;‘r]igiq‘,br nati
about Islam and Muslims. This misinformation often leads to di%c’ri;)"n»”‘rit“; : d e 1o
violence against Muslims. - An apposite description can be seel{ i ‘d:u"i]‘_;:{m acts of
Nazir Naik in his book ‘Islam and Terrorism’ which states A n a description by Dr
Muslim campaign in the American media followine the Oklal case In point is the anti-
press was quick to declare a ‘Middle Eastern Con§ e § ma bomb blast, where the
was later identified as a soldi . prracy be'hmd the attack. The culprit
ier from the American Ar :
med Forces.” <

hrtps://dl.islamhouse.com/d'ita/en"ih arti S
' ¢ / a S/ e/ \
accessed on 14" February, 2017. ricles Smg'c’en‘hlam—a"d—Termrism-Pdf}

2 According to an online boo
www.muhammadanism.org d
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G A A A.\‘m‘.)ade.&' M.
LITERATURE REVIEW
The concept of terrorism and jihad upon which t

is premised is a trending topic of discuss in the inter
international world which has attracted the interest of different scholars who

have dabbled in this field in discourse and have written on it either in the
defensive OF the offensive technique. However, it is noticed that in this diverse

exertion of academic prowess, there is actually no write-u _
analysis with the Freedom Charter of Medina. This study will be filling this

ap in the literature.

The Concept of Jihad
The word Jihad s derived from Jahada which connotes t0 strive, struggle of
h means the exertion of

exertion or pOWer. From this word is Mujahida whic
one’s power in repelling the enemy’ while a Mujahid means the person who
ivolves in Jihad for the sake of Allah in compliance to the Quran, Sunnah and

principles of Islamic law.
The common English
d as exerting one’s

project
national/ [slamic

he substance of this

‘the Holy war’. It can be
»26_Though

moting a cause
justice Of acquisition of
tances where the Quran

We guide them in our

translation for Jihad 1S
utmost endeavour in pro
this is not a restricted meaning as striving to establish

knowledge would also be seen as jihad. One of the ins
used Jihad is: « Those who strive (Jaahada) for Us,

b2

CXpI’CSSC

t Jihad is speaking a

ways.. -
The prophet (SAW) is reported t0 have said: “The bes
word of justice to & tyrannical ruler”™.
had in Islam has to be for the cause of God else it will not be

However, Ji
admissible nor accepted from the Mujahid i.e. It must be done according o

[slamic tenets and basic principles of Islamic law. This evidence for this 18
found in the Quran where Allah (SWT) said: “The believers fight in the way of

God and the unbelievers fight in the way of Taghut (Devil)”g.
It was also reported that an individual enquired from the Holy prophet

(PBUH):

f Islam, (The Lawbook Exchange Ltd, New Jersey,

5 Khadduri M., War and Peace in the Law 0

2006) p. 55
Asma Afsaruddin, Striving in the

Oxford University Press, 2013 pg. 210

; Quran 22 verse 69
Abu Dawud, Sunan Abu Dawud (Muassasat al-kitab al-Thagafiyyah, Beirut, 1408/1988, vol.

1), p. 712, Hadith 2332.
—

9
Quran 4 verse 76
I
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. hts to obtain
What does the “’war to the cause of Allah imply? A man fig

: - ir. A third
goods, another engages in battle to secure a reput.atl_on 1‘"0ll]e\/da]fol fight for
fights to wreak vengeance upon the other or 1S l'mple way of God?”
national honour, who among these men is a fighter i1 the T oR e
The Holy Prophet answered: ‘none, only he w'ho ﬁghts lfnGod’-l 0
Lord who holds no other purpose than the glorification Od ~cription from the

In a lecture, the word ‘Jihad’ was given the following ae

views of a non-Muslim:
The word ‘jihad’ conjures up the vision of a marcl
fanatics with savage beards and fiery eyes brand
and attacking the infidels wherever they mect the'm al
under the edge of the sword for the recital of Kalz_ma.._b
drawn this picture with masterly strokes and haye mSC.Il e
under it in bold letters:*The History of this Nation
Bloodshed”." . d
This illustration has led to the calling of Muslims as funda
extremists. The above quotation is simply a pure misrepresentatl [ves War or
misconception of what Jihad stands for in Islam. Though. J 11117ad involves 1
attribute of attack but this is only resorted to in self-defence b}l'[. this holy war
has been renounced for the sake of the Christians i.e. people of the book based

~ R 13
on the covenant of the prophet in the Freedom Charter of Medina.

hing band of religious
ishing drawn swords
1d pressing them
The Artists have
d these words
is a tale of

mentalists or
on and basic

The Concept of Terrorism

The root word for terrorism is Zerrere which means “to make tremble’ in
Latin. Great empires, nations and despotic society’s history’s fabric are rooted
in terror example of which includes the first Mesopotamian Empire, Sargon of
Akkad, the antiquity’s first military empire. the Assyrian, whose brutal
methods of retaliation were intended to crush spirits and break the will of
man."*Terrorism features individuals or groups carrying out violence directed

""Maududi A.A., Jihad in Islam, Address deliver

Town Hall, Lahore, The Holy Koran Publishipe

11 . S
Ibid.

" And fight against the Mushrikup (

ed on Igbal Day, on April 13, 1939, at the
House, Bejryt. Lebanon l

polytheists, pagans, id

i . S ) O]ate & 1 I :
of Allah) collectively as they fight against yoy, collectively. B tllS<, disbelievers in _the Oneness
who are Al-Muttaqun (the pious).(9:36) Y- But know that Allah s with those

" The Freedom Charter of Medina from

14 . - . IR - ,
The History of Terrorism From Antim: asul- prophet’s letters
Arnaud Blin Translated by Anthuny to )

. . Al-Qaeda Edi . )
of California Press. Edward Schneider, K5 - Edited by Gérard Chalijand and

thr
Internationay; R Jesse Browne, University
a
ournal of Research Without boundar;
res, Unimaig
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o=

against the public or civilians. It has the effect of spreading sudden fear

preventing people from taking any safekeeping measures against health,
physical or property damage. This dastardly act may D¢ overt or covert
including serial murders, burnings, bombings, maiming ete.® Also; it is an age-
Jong tactic of demanding for the doing of an act through violent or extreme

means.

It may also be defined as the unlawful use of force
persons Or property to intimidate or coerce a government,
population or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or
objectives.

In essence, terrorism is the illegal and violent usc of force and threat
st a legally constituted government, the civilians or the public at large for

f achieving a particular goal which may either be political,

or violence against
the civilian
social

again
the purpos€ O
cultural or religious.
The Covenant of Muhammad

The charter of Medina is also known as t

is a document which is a charter or writ rati
hristian monks of

Muhammad granting protection and other privileges to the C
Saint Catherine's Monastery and sealed with an imprint representing

I
Muhammad's hand °.
This covenant has

history of mankind an
position on the concept of law and peace.l

he Aslztiname”of Muhammad. It
fied by the Islamic prophet

recedented in the

been described as a great charter unp
n of the Islamic

d can be seen as a perfect illustratio

15 0ladosu A.A. (PhD), Confronting the Challenges of Terrorism in Nigeria: Law and Religion
to the Rescue?, Keypoints presented to the 6" Annual National Conference of MULAN,

9thSha’aban 1433/29"" June 2012
16FB], Quoted in teaching guide on International terrorism: Definitions, causes and

responses.wWww.usip.com p- 8: this means that terrorism is mass violence to innocent people to
gain goals that are political (Government wanting pOwer), religious (Religion wanting

followers).
7 Ashtinameh is a Persian word meaning "Book of Peace”, a Persian term for a treaty and
covenant.
1e Christian communities of

I8 i : . .
Ratliff, "The monastery of Saint Catherine at Mount Sinal and tl

. the Caliphate."
In the Makkatibul Rasul, the preamble to the covenant states: this was the great charter of

freedom given to Christians by the only founder of [slam. The monumental peace is
unprecedented in the History of mankind and is an epitome of the empire spirit of the

Islamic concept of peace and tolerance; Dehghani, M., 'Ashtindmeh’ va " ‘ovireh', do
International Journal of Rese

arch Without boundaries, Unimaid
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g. Badr: Terroris

t itten in Arabj
. was written in Arabic apg
Content of ¢ C? in its original formm

- - . S beg
wjels 8 es?’. This is the English Translatlon oftn
This different Lang dg bich states: he
d to whiC '
1t4 aZZI::;E by Anton E. Hi‘i‘jg d by Mohammed, Ibn Abdullah, the Messenger
e which was

> t
s sent to all the people as a trust on the parg o', e

: i » . t
Fla]tthtflu(l;y \:;l]l;yl have no plea against God hereafter. Verily Gog is th(e)
that th

:  This letter is directed to the embracerz O\I;IIZSI?'TB]ZS fz rCOVZﬂant 8ivey
Mighty, the Wise: ¢ Jesus the Nazarene in the East an A and near
to the followers O « the known and the unknown. .
Arabs and foreigners, t th civen unto them, and he who disobeys that Which jg
This letter contains Fhe o E obeyer and a transgressor to that whereunt, he
therein will be Consldered aoalljjed as one who has corrupted the oath of God
comm.anded. HeTthllmgﬁt rfgjecte d His Authority, despised His Relig.ion, and mgg,
di‘sbeheved Hls oe(ff His C’urse, whether he is a Sultan or any other believer of Islam.
hlmselfdészlvms?ian monks, devotees and pilgrims gather together, V‘fhether in a
et ; llee or den ’or frequented place, or plain, or church, or in hoygeg of
nmg}f;ﬂﬂ 3;1‘;/1}, “),/é are [a,t the] back of them and shall protect tl.1em, and thejy
;Vr(z)pen}?es and their morals, by Myself, b_y My Friends and by My Assistants, for they
are of My Subjects and under My Protection.
I shall exempt them from that which may disturb them; of the burdens v
by others as an oath of allegiance. They must not give anything of thej
that which pleases them—they must not be offe
compelled. Their judges should not be changed or
offices, nor the monks disturbed i exercising th
seclusion be stopped from dwelling in their cells.
No one is allowed tg plunder these Chyisti
churches, or houses of worship, or take

houses a'nd bring it to the houses of Is|ap
from, will be one who has corrupted the
Messenger,

all His creatures,

hich are paid

I Income byt
nded. or disturbed, or coerced or

prevented from accomplishing their
eir religious order. or the people of

ans, or destroy or
any of the things cont
1. And he, who takes
oath of God, and,
Jizya s e
woyrshi;()c?fldG?)?; be PUt upon theijr Judges, mops and those vy
> MOTIS any other ¢fy; 2y
tax or any upjyt - e 10 g taken fy

Y unjust right, Verily [ shal| keep theiy complaOT th]emj

Ct, where

spoil any of their
ained within these
away anything there
i truth, disobeyed His

hose occupation is the
whether it be a fine, a
ver they may be, in the

> 2014, at the Wayback
iﬂg .the ]iStS of Wit

Mistiqng 0
Morroy f th

nesses, refer to The
¢ World (Angelico press /
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for they are under i

Q_&-w—‘ M, B, Badr:
land, in the Bast or West, in the North or South
at of My Safety, against all things which they abhor.

No taxes of tithes should be eceived from those who devole (hemselves to the
worship of God iu the mountains, or from those who cultivate the Holy Lands. Noone
has the right 1© interfere with their affuics. or bring any action against them. Verily this
i for aught else and not for thems tather, the seasons of crops, they should be given
a Kadah tor cach Ardab ot wheat (about five bushels and a halh) as provision for them,
and no one has the vight to say (o them this is too much, or ask them to pay any tax.

As to those who possess pmpcrlics. the wealthy and merchants, (he poll-tax (o be
taken from them must not exeeed twelve deachmas a head per year (i.c. aboul 200
ay US dollars).
ot be imposed upon by
g0 (o wars ot (o carry armss for the Muslims h
I them. but deal according to the verse recorde

the sea or on the
My Protection and the testame

or to be forced
ave to fight for them. Do no dispute
d in the Koran, 10 wit: “Do

cople of the Book but in that which is best’ |29:46].
hing which may offend them by

modern d

“\C\ Shtl“ n a -i(“”'nc_\’_

anyone (o undertake

o
or argue Wit
not dispute or argue with the P
Thus they will live tavoured and protected from everyt
the Callers to religion (Islam), wherever they may be and in any place they may dwell.

Should any Christian woman be married to a Muslim man, such marriage must not
take place except afier her consent, and she must not be prevented from going 1o her
church for prayet. Their churches must be honoured and they must not be withheld
from building churches or repairing convents.

They must not be forced to carry arms or sONCs, but the Muslims must protect
them and defend them against others. It is positively incumbent upon every one of the
Islam nation not to gommdict or disobey this oath until the Day of Resutrection and

the end of the world.™
The covenant has
(570-632) in the second yea
conferring and protecting the v
near" till the end of time=". It can be scet

y granted by the Prophet
ponding 1o 626 AD
hristians "far and

been said to have been personall
¢ of the Hegira, corres
iehts and privileges of all C

1 from the context that several clauses

.

"lHaddad, ALF.. trans. The QOath of the Prophet Mohammad to the Followers of the Nazarene.
ljew York: Board of Counsel, 1902: H-Vahabt: Lansing, MI: 2004

2 1o affirm historical authenticity of the covenant, several certified historical copies are
displayed in the library of St Catherine, some of which are witnessed by the judges of Islam.
Also, to prove the true application of this covenant, several traditions about the tolerance
Sllo}\'ll towards the monastery Were reported in govcmmcnml documents issued In Cairo and
during the period of Ottoman rule (1517«1798). the Pasha of Egypt annually reaffirmed its
pl"OIr.‘Ctions. In 1916, Na'um Shuqayr publishcd the Arabic text of the Ashtiname in his Tarikh
Sina al-qadim or History of Ancient Sinai. The Arabic text, along with its German {ranslation,
was published for a second time in 1918 in Bernhard Moritz's Beitrdge zur Geschichte des
Sinai-Klosters. The Testamentum el pactiones inter Mohammedem et Christianae fidei
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ims have pcacefu}‘ ‘Co‘-
hich are to the effect that Christians al_ld Fhe Mutsfieir way to'monastc.r(;cts,
rlations d Islamic rule as well as pilgrims 0f . their own judges afl, 0
;?izggnms (l)ll?reelrioaircl)n and movement, freedom 1o apporl:i Jitary service and taxes,
) 3
own and maintain their property, exemp t{ondfgsrgqis covenant 1 in Islam
and the right to protection in war are containe t against terT orism Y
The Analysis of Charter of Madinah: a prO}(i “hove covenant is il
It is only right to say that the content of t'eh oints the fact tha islam
the provisions of the Quran and Sunnah Whlcjtefnative word for tei i Word,
against terrorism and that Jihad is not an a ecan fighting: rather th e
Pjﬂimafacie the word Jihad was never used tOHml war when the Musjlmls
Qital connotes fighting®*. Jihad only_ connotesU r?n’i’llah upon being attacked.
enjoined to fight to protect the Religion or theS W) said:
This is enunciated in the Quran where Allah ( 1o feht against yoU.
Fight in the way of Allah against those \t aoo;essorsz':
begin not hostilities. Lo! Allah loveth no 532110«7@[11@1' B
'n anotheg verse, he said: .And fight the pa'gannlx- rc:sm'tcd to and was used
altogether...26 Fighting (jihad). as can be se-cn 11510“-}']@1 Tl I selericl o 5
in the past even during the time of the prophe .

but

1¢ht you

/) which was published in Arabic and Latin by Gabri?] »Signil.l if‘?'x] (\.\F':L V;jcp‘x'i.;wnl:, a
Cu‘tor:si’t concluded between the Prophet Muhammad and the Christians of the W Ul. A]d "1,:\1 1?\ E a
zggi of the Ashtiname. See Ratliff, "The monaster OfSLll'l'll Catherine at \Iou.m. S”m ;au\! }nc
Christian communities of the Caliphate", note 9. Mouton. "[ cs musulmans a Sainte-Catherine
au Moyen Age", p. 177. It is to be noted lhu‘t there are
authenticity of this covenant. Arguments for

<covenantsoftheprophet.com>, Spencer.

arguments as to the
and a

against can be seen in
R. (2014), The Hy

pocrisy of the Huffington
Post's Praise of Muhammad, PJ Media. <http://wy, w.lastprophet.info oy enant-of-the-prophet-
muhammad-with-the-monks-of-mt-sinai>, Morrow, | A., The Co enants of the Prophet
Muhammad with the Christians of the World. Ketter

Perennis, 2013. For further readin

ing, OH: Angelico
Sinai and the Christian copy,

8. see Ratliff, B.. The monastery of Sajnt Catherine at Mount
nunities of the Caliphate. Sinaiticys. The bulletin of the Saint

tiya, 55 I
ﬁplt}:'inAd.SSC-(llc[)si): Thcz Arabic Manuscripts of Mount Sinaj: A
St Catherine, Mo 51 Ben rolls | 'hqonlmed at the Library of the Monastery of

Press Sophia
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A.
s e.g. Quran 9:36, 2

gainst the attacker

tect themselves 2
d by the pagan Quray

pro -y
revealed during the state of war initiate
muslims. .

will you not fight the people who violated their oaths™ plotted to expel

he aggressive by being the first 1 assault y?’??
fear if truly you believe!” ‘
n war, it 18 usually done 1n

JJustrated in the actions of

the Messenger and took t
Do you fear them? Nay, it is Allah you should

Even where there arises the need to engage 1
accordance with the tenets of Islamic law. This is 1

the prophet and his caliphs. E.g. Abu-Bakr (R.A) said:
Look! Be not dishonest. Do not deceive anyone. DO not hidethe booty you

get. Do not mutilate anyone. Do not kil the aged, the children and the
women. Do not set fire to date-palms. Do not cut down fruit trees. Do not
slaughter a goat, or a cow,or 4 camel, except for purposes of food. You

will come across people who have given up the world and are sitting in
monasteries, Leave them alone.’
In addition, when Jerusalem fell under the control of Islamic government,
the content of the treaty signed by Umarbn al-khattab with the Christians

stated:
In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. This is the
t of God, Umar. the Commander of

assurance of safety which the servan
the Faithful, has given to the people of Jerusalem. He has given them an
assurance of safety for themselves for their property. their churches. their

crosses, the sick and healthy of the city and for all the rituals which
belong to their religion. Their churches will not be ‘habited by Muslims
and will not be destroyed. Neither they, nor the land. on which they
stand, nor their cross,onor their property will be damaged. They will not

be forcibly converted”.
Dr Maher Hathout®' in his book gives further credence to jihad as a noble
act as opposed to violent terrorism. In differentiating the two concepts, he said
the following key points:
_ Jihad is to be launched

policy of the collectivism 0

by the recognized and ostablished Muslim authority, as 2
f the Musltims. 10 deter aggression. Terrorism, on the

ws of Medina, the peace treaty of hudaybiyyah

27 : :
The prophet entered into oaths with the Je
against the prophet.

with the Pagan Quraysh who had declared war

28
o Quran 9 verse 13
< http://www.answering-chi lstlamt\'.com,:aLmbaker.hrml> accessed on 2" February, 2017

< IV - -
31http.//1slam.ru/en/content/story/Jerusalem-and-umar-lbn-al-khattab-ra
Hathout, M. Jikad VS Terrorism. Los Angeles, California: Multi-me

Dawn Books (2002), p. 65.
International Journal o

dia vera international.
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The ways employed by the terror groups in these modern times
through hidden agendas, secret hetworks, hiding behing
random violent acts, targeting

Muslims and non-Muslim
These are merely politica]
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are usually
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of Muslims, attack on non-combatants, extant disobedience to the rules and
covenant of the prophet of Allah, transgressing the limits of Allah etc.

These acts only further strengthen the fact that the terrorists are not Muslims

because the foundation of all Muslims is the utmost belief in the Allah and the

messenger. Quran 4: 59 provides

O you believe! Obey Allah and obey the messenger and th

from among you: then if" you argue about anything, refer

the messenger, if you believe in Allah and the lilSI Day:;

ou and very good in the end.

The prophet (SAW) entered into a covenant with the people of the book for

their protection and every Muslims as followers of the prophet are also bound

by the covenant. Any contravention with this covenant can be said to be a

disobedience of Allah as against Quran 4 verse 50935 [t is clear that the

covenant was made by the prophet on behalf ofall Muslims in a perpetual

agreement with the people of the book:
This is a letter which was issued by
Messenger, the Prophet, and the Faithful, who is
a trust on the part of God to all His creatures, that they may
against God hereafter...This letier contains the oath given unlto 'l
he who disobeys that which is therein will be considered a disobeyer and
a transgressor (o that whereunto he is commanded. He will be regarded
as one who has corrupted the oath of God, disbelieved His Testamen,
rejected His Authorily, despised MHis Religion, and made  himself
deserving of His Curse, whether he is a Sultan or any other believer of
Islam... It is positively incumbent upon every one of the Islam nation nol
(0 contradict or disobey this oath until the Day of Resurrection and the
end of the world (emphasis mine)
Also, killing in the unlawful way is not permitted in Islam. It is seen as akin Lo
the murder of the whole community. Islam upholds the sanctity of human life

in Quran 5 v 32.
That if anyone slew a pers
spreading mischief in the [a
and if anyone saved a life, it would be
people.
The prophet’s instruction 1o
the people of the book and not attack. Tho

Quranic provision of putling in a counter-attac

osc in authority
it to Allah and
this is better for

Muhammed, 1bn Abdullah. the
sent to all the people as
have no plea
hem, and

on-unless it be (as punishment) for murder or
nd- it would be as if he slew the whole people
as if he saved the life of the whole

all Muslims is that we should be protectors of
ueh. this does not override the
k upon being attacked. Terrorists

39
supra
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ng ransom to the lives of civiligpg

. on placi _ | in pey
acts are done either ba;ed be eg proscribed in the covenant. Ury
as

for Sometllillg36 wthh_ : ks. devotees and pilgrims gather togethe,
Whenever Christial n’(_)nv /}ez or den, or frequented place, or ply, or
whether in a mountain ol 1'7/]1..)1")6]‘1. Iy e shall protect them, ang [/'701':.
church, or in houses f "’O,M/S'/l’)y Mysell, by My Friends and by My
properties anl{/ Illelll/]'cgl()/ :’lL of My Subjects and  under My
ssistants,  lor )
;’\:c;lcclion.(cmphasis mme')

Terrorism involves destruction 0 .
or worship with disregard as to mosqt o I
the prophgt that non-Muslims be given the il-lg?sctzrt)(zadplacmc their religio,
carry on with their own activities w1t119ut belnb. o n; ey

I shall exempt them from that which may disturb the il Y must not
be offended, or disturbed, or coerced or com.pe'”ed. Tl_le“ Judges should
not be changed or prevented from aC.CO.mP“Sl““g their ofﬁccs, nor the
monks disturbed in exercising their 1'ellglouslorder...No one is allowed {o
plunder these Christians, or destroy or SPO"] any of U]e”' Ch“"?he& or
houses of worship, or take any of the things contained within these
houses and bring it to the houses of Islam.
Any contravention of these instructions is frowned at and not to be seen as an
act of a Muslim.
..And he who takes away anything there from, will be one who has
corrupted the oath of God, and, in truth, disobeyed His Messenger...

The covenant of the prophet indicates the freedom of practice of religion of
the people of the book even when living amongst (I
this well-provided structure of pe
of other faith.

f properties, livesﬂ\;vhethcl- places 0L abog,
or churches™. It has been agreg b

1¢ Muslims. No religion has
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Bauchi on July 26 2009, after the arre t’ f ' bers, s o A
e oy 262005, 2 arrest of some of jig members. More tly; -ople were
7 These can be seen jrc o o
!angcriil: In October 2010 deadly

independence, j, Decembper ’20 l | )

people, January 2012 , i
and shootings iy, Ke
claimed respopgip,
person died gy d

Isome series of eyen(c

l‘)(;‘]/:h”:;iflilllﬁ’l/Jf(f{\'(l) Haram  (errop group that took place

ere were i)(;l] b(l,‘L,( ‘1!1‘0 CC’L:[)I'[;I(I'()HS ol Niocria®s S0 vears

0 altacks o Christmag day killing about 40

lans were ordered (o quit the noy v CO—OrdimuF(.i bombings
i five churche, i e orth, June 2012, militants
S City and Borny State in which |

) taliation of (he Killing of Muslims.
out boundaries, Unimaid

| People were killed i <

o imd did | ¢ Killed in g single-d
ility for altacks
0zens were ;s



https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

A. A. Awoade & M. B. Badr: Terrorism & Jihad, Vol 1 No.1 2018 29

Protection and the testament of My Safety, against all things which they

abhor.Should any Christian woman be married to a Muslim man, such

marriage must not take place except after her consent, and she must not be

prevented from going to her church for prayer. Their churches must be

honoured and they must not be withheld from building churches or

repalrmg convents.

In 2009, in the pages of The Washington Posi, the covenant of Muhammad
i e. the charter was translated in full, arguing that thosc who seek Lo loster
discord among Muslims and Christians focus on issucs that divide and
emphasize the areas of conflict while isolating the Quranic provisions ‘But
when resources such as Muhammad's promise 1o Christians 1S invoked and
highlighted it builds bridges. It inspires Muslims 10 rise above communal
intolerance and engenders good will in Christians who might be nursing fear of
[slam or Muslims**®
Should it be this same religion that should be chastised and publicly tagged

a ‘religion of terror’? Should it be this Islam that its adherents are being placed
on psychological war through discrimination based on Hijab, beards, Muslim
names etc. The Media has constantly portrayed Islam as being synonymous
with terrorism when it is totally contrast to what terrorism stands for. The
relationship used to link the two which is Jihad are in comparison with the
wars in Islam done by the prophets and in the caliphs era forgetting that the
Christians also involved in wars before with the Muslims which were as brutal
and as violent>”. Also, the State wars carried by those who are not Muslims are
more less-humane, where cruel, destructible and violent means where used are
neither categorised as terrorism nor linked o their relivions. Fhese acts wre thus

described:

38 <y han, Mugtedar (December 30, 2009), “Muhammad's promise to Christians”, Washinglon
Post, retrieved 1 December 2012” cited in The Ashtiname of Muhammad. Wikipedia
<www.wikipedia.com/ashlinamcol’mul_@_mmg@ (last modificd on 4 January 2017, at 23:29)
accessed on 30™ January, 2017.

39 Such as in the Crusade war of the Middle Ages when truc Christians engaged i a holy war
and brutally tortured and slaughtered thousands of Muslims for their conquest of Jerusalem
where Muslims, Jews and Christians lived under Islamic rule in peace until it became a of
extensive bloodshed. Love, R., What docs Islam say about Terrorism? A Brief Guide to
Understanding Islam. Darussalam: Houston, 2002.
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; fThe clause‘...whenever someone else attacke
efence...we have renounced that 2]

han those... who themselves

r for centuries on end. They

s that the painters are no other t
the teeth with all

ly unholy wa
obbers who armed to the teeth W
t upon the world pillaging 1t for t!w
[ raw material, open lands for
tals, so that (hey may procurce
( for the cause of

The irony i
have been engaged in an extreme
themselves present the picture of r
kinds of deadly weapons, have se
capture of new markets of trade, resources O
s yielding valuable me
They fight no U5
and hunger. For them. 1t 1> 4
the territory of that nation
r oil has been struck

colonisation and mine
fuel for their cver burning fire of avaricc.
God but for the satisfaction of their lust
sufficient excuse for invading a nation becausc
contains mines, or their lands yield bumper crops, 0O : . i
there or they can be exploited as profitable markets for their man ufacturgd
goods or that their surplus population can be settled on the lands
belonging to the intended victims. In the absence of all the other excuses,
they consider it a grave crime on the part of a nation if she happens to live
en route to a country already captured by them or the one they plan 1o
capture. Whatever we did is now part of history, past and gonc, but lhglr
deeds are a present matter witnessed by the world day and night. Asia.
Africa, Europe and America-—which portion of this planct has been
spared from bloodbath resulting from their unholy war? Their skill is,
however, commendable that they have painted our picture so gory and
dark that their own picture was overshadowed and was completely hidden
from the view. Our own simplicity is amazing too. When we saw this
picture of ours painted by the foreigners, we were so taken aback that we
never thought of looking behind the canvas and sceing the visage of the
painter. Instead we started offering apologics in this manner Sir. what
do we know of war and slaughter. We are pacilist preachers like the
mendicants and religious divines. To refute certain religious beliefs and
convert the peop!e to some other faith instead, that is the be-all and end-
all of our enthusmsm. What concerns have we with sabres! Yes, indeed
we plead guilty to one crime, though, that whenever someone @/5‘(,1
attacked us, we attacked him in self-defence. Novw, of course. we | .,
renounced that also. The crusade which is waoed '171" i ~.\/L-’ ”C- o
abrogated for the satisfaction of vour honour Nk;)\\ Ji o or] /l(l.S‘ becn
, _ 7. . Jihad” onlv refers to

waging war with the tongue and pen. To fire cai - ! -
annons and shoot with

guns is the privilege of : '
you 7S gover
g your honour’s government and waeeine

4 Maududi AA, op cit

e d us, we attacked him in sell-
- 1he crusade which is waged by swords
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tisfaction of your honour... refers to the covenant
with the Christians. Islam is @ religion of peace.

abrogated for the sa
ce, and a religion ol mercy which does not

Muhammad (SAW)

If means pea

has been

entered by
the word [slam its€

tolerate terrorism.

The Misconceptions about Islam arises from the isolated pic

from the Quran and misinterpreting them out of context 1o make it seem
ken from the Quran is

and connected with terrorism. An example of a versc ta

the following:
Soon sh

joined companions w

abode will be fire: and
Though this verse does talk about terror bu
and following Verses. the message passe
¢! If you obey the Unbelicvers, they w il drive you back
L will turn back (from Faith) (o your owh loss. NO,
and He is the best of helpers.Soon shall we cast

f the Unbelievers, for that they joined companions
bode will be fire: and

king oul ol phrases
violent

all we cast terror into the hearts of the Unbelicvers, for that they
ith God, for which He had sent no authority: their
evil is the home of the wrong-docers :

( when read 1o
d will be undcrsloud.

pether with the

previous
O you who believ

to your heels, and you
God is your protector,
terror into the hearts 0
with God, for which He had sent no42authority: their a

evil is the home of the wrong-doers
These verses, t0 Al-Qurtubi, actually mean O believers, if you follow the

disbelievers who urge you to forsake I k to paganism: you

slam and revert back
k to darkness! Hence, you will turn losers, for no one will come o
| protect

will fall bac
your aid. But if you stay put and keep firm on the right path. Allah wil
I cast fear 1nto the hearts of those disbelicvers. Thus, they will not

ected Allah’s way and ascribed
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dare attack you. Th
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Reckoning.
Lastly, the
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_
j; Quran 3 verse 151
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. ars over .
immutability such that more than 2000 Islamic Slclzjo.lmg the rights recciveq
years have made fatwas on the covenant acknowl€ds
from the prophet (SAW).*S

Conclusion . qent. Islam has been v{C}v'cd n
It is no longer news that since the 9/11 11?C16 n;e Jocal and mlfil na'tlonal
the negative light as a religion of error in SOf - it terrorism 18 allen. to
Jurisdictions. This work is aimed at discussmgthe a ¢ sense as a defensive
Jihad and Islam‘ rather Jihad is only use('i in the wa |
mechanism and not as an offensive mechanism. 11d and to civilization as it
Islam as a religion has contributed a lot to the wo o icant of the Islamic
is tOda}’.According to Stanwood Cobb, the most Slﬁ:’ ws: medical science,
activities in science and technology were  as fo docilﬁal system, algebra,
chemistry, astronomy, geography and navigation, the .'e ol Tty B
paper, gunpowder, textiles, agricultural products, the r1se i dhne alnes
machinery® The salient question then is: W(_)uld such a relig
improvement of human lives legitimize Terrorism? ’ ot o o giis
It is also concluded that terrorism should not and canpot He tak : o
order of the day in a religion as a result of some person’s acts. a gl O.L‘Ip’(-ﬂ Hdl‘
individual who may use the name of such religion wrongly. This is the
predicament currently faced by Islam and the Muslims. N | -
Terrorism can be attributed to different socictal or political factors like
globalization. For instance, J.S. Praja stated that:
“..The Western world as a whole previously clashed with other
civilizations long before the Cold War of Ideology. Firstly, there was genocide
against the native ancient civilization of the Americans. Secondly, there was

3 “Not only was the Covenant of the Prophet recognized and res

religious establishment, it was independently verified o a regular basis by

Islamic jurisprudence. The Monastery ‘of St. Catherine’s posbsese'lsesb E:lseizsull)})/ ;}]gof(‘l)vlfatsvcvhooflé o
Ismg‘l.ll, Maliki, Shaﬁ‘x,. Hanafi, and Hanbgjj scholars from 975 to 1888 CE L;Q)th impli E'ISI /lom
explicitly acknowledging the rights  that they receiveqd fi ' I .‘xm‘p. icitly and‘
Allah<http://www.lastpro h \ant-of-the om the  Messenger of
the-monks-of-mt-sinai>, ~pjteq o IS tophet-muhammag-vwith-
Muhammed> accegge on 30th Jany WWW. wikj edia.cony/
16 Stanwood Cobb, [s] - uary, 2017,

amic Coptri
1963, p. 47-60 ontrib

pected by the political and

et.info/cove;

Ashtinanie ol
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alon Press.
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llu:ﬁ: d?;:‘:‘";:g’g:;‘::“:';:::‘t:::":,;’: 'fn\rt:‘f:f,""“,r u'-‘-,f: ,i” the uycallqd - v World,
of the world. Is the fourth hh:aucdllnc’l _d“l "’;‘l?’“t”"v”l wer O merpowet”
Americi has now become u new for 1',1" vl stales i Al imperial superpower”
through a varicty of inducement:, 'u’l " L!”[f”.u"u)““."llmg LS p) poaps
that began after the Cold War l:;[fn {( ’flt,”md.dl!“m L g"’w development
super Powers or West and l‘::'-‘t I} "’wam»” b B lm']q({";w o} ¥
i urea i well-kniown as ”;;.,M'.](];;,',I'rf:'prc’.«,cnth by the [’SS\[;. and the U.S.
by the USA, soon l‘ulluw&i by l'“( ‘; ol 1 ”f' e ol pan'_crcd
ddls Daxt colintrles, - / U'U_Hf l'llg. the Israel State in lh? ml'd('lli: f" the
m: (’ulcr;linium:,“ fr\l/lclll,"'lilg:':v(" ?ldlc, l]n the eyes of the "zmrld, mﬂ‘lcts injustice on
alestinian land as lh«g u i lh.c il aemsices l.hc e Y
) yre problem that creates the rebellion of the oppressed
people  (Palestinians) by the powerful and  unjust state institution and
povernment (Isracl). Such rebellion is called “errorism™..

Since, the cruelty or destructions in the name of the West is not Terrorism
lllcl‘l. 'why should the actions of some unknown terrorists group be linked 10 the
Religion based on Unfounded Statements. Rather. the actions are for the
fulfilment of some other objectives not linked 1o any Islamic tea
principles. Jihad has nothing to do with terrorist as both are opposiie in nature:
Jihad represents blessing, a healing. protection against destru
sufferings and a measured and calculated defence against attack with the aim ol
restoring justice, cquality, rule of law. respect for human beings. peace and
tranquility while Terrorism is pure cvil attached with human suffering.
destruction, no civilization and has no limits other than the endangerment of
the society and the wiping out of notable human values in the world.

Though it is acknowledged that Muslims may be amongst the terrorists but
[slam is not sole motivational paramcter for their actions. The selective use of
Quranic verses and isolated interpretation should thus be avoided and the
Religion be looked at in a whole manner so as to depict 1ts
which has been exemplificd perfectly by the prophet(SAW) in the Covenant

/Charter of Freedom.

through ¢€ssence

It is therefore recommended that 1t is our prime duty as Muslims 10 explain
true essence of Jihad. its basic aims and objectives as described in the
teachings of Islam so as for the non-Muslims and the mternational world o

between terrorism and Jihad. This is the best

have a clear picture of differences

47 . " . A . . S . ¢ mmacend anth 1. 7
Praja J.S., Islam, Globalization And Counter Terrorism.pdf accessed on 30 January, 2017
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