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BY
OLAJIDE, STEPHEN BILLY

ABSTRACT
z:;yp;gjfgfslfgog{opupil begins to learn English Language, from an
; B 5 gramme. This is because the language Is very
m7,00ftal_'1t in Nigeria’s life. But there have not been evidences that the
Jearner is proficient in the language, even at the end of his programmv’
Many factors are responsible for the non-proficiency. How the grimary
school t_eachér ‘can become most relevant to the learning o English
Janguage at that-fevel therefore constitutes thethrustof this paper.

.~ -~ INTRODUCTION.

_ English has acquired immense importance in Nigeria. Itis the language
of commerce, mMass communication, law, religion and education
(B_amigbose,_1,,96'271'_5"Wa|, 1990). -According-to.Lawal (1 990:5), 'the
role of English.'a's»an international language is. no_longer in doubt’. The -
language is SO pervasive that pupils are allowed to be trained in
indigenous .lang'uages in the country only in their first few years in the
primary (FGN, 1981). After this, the learner has to learn to use the
language throughout his/her academic career. Thus the primary school
- is where most learners first encounter the language, which means that
"~ she foundation in English for the Nigerian Jearners should be from this
-important educational stage (Ubahakwe & Obi, 1979). {Unfort_unate\y.

;.___ev_i:dehce‘f;fom}th_e'performances of 7
" have not pointed to that efficiem_foundation has been lai
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"~ N3 the problem is great, He Sf;oz:;nt?w school teacher's role in Cru
gt D}ZY the role most actively "2 P, 3 position where he of |
igeria is a multi- i T Sk AT, sct
over two hundred Iangu:thm’c and multi-lingual "at'Oﬂ-}fThere#é’@wg;p L4
VAriSa bro- rhsice Ay ges in the country, although Hausa, igbo and% Hi
e : ong the languages (Bamigbose, 1967). The. r
ational Policy on Education (FG ‘ 2 Rl t
N, 1981) recommends that the three, &
[§

- major indigenous langua A 2

i _S,er??ﬂ'_‘%jﬂ_ their fiét tg:] rege:e:; .used to teach tearnerg in the pnmary
This means that the pupils first master the sounds and letters, of their
motheﬂongues before encountering® English that now: ‘Comds ds a
secondianguage. By the time they begin to learn English, they/move’
from the sounds & to the letters of alphabet, then to words, plirasée,
___clauses and sentences. By the end of their_primary school programme, .
""" the pupils-would have been able to read and write larger tnits o7
- "discourse, paragraphs and entire stories, no matter hoi)v' ‘imp'erfect!y_. i
English is the language of instruction throughout the post-primary-and

- tertiary levels of education in Nigeria. Itis used in teaching, conducting
debates, scholarly discussions, reporting research findings and’other .

- endeavours. The language of most text-books after the primary_schoal

" "is also English. In mass communication, English is the predominant ’!
_ language.. News reports, jingles, drama, news analyses and personality
“"programmes are conducted largely in English. Newspapers and

“miagazines are equally written mainly in the language.

-
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Also, legal proceedings are reported in English. The use of interpreters.
—is permitted i certain courts. The law school conducts its programmes.
inr English mainly. Moreover, in business circles, En,glish is a prominent |
'means of communication. Business conferences and seminars are. |
""" conducted in English. Most of the items of trade bear Engli'sh-p’rféﬁt’e‘fdt’%
trade marks or are accompanied by manuals that are written in English.. %
And it is the first langGage of international”sports (Lawal;§;.J:9490)'.'»'~- —
~ Thus, the primary school learner has extensive tasks ahead of him/her
to conduct in English. At the higher level of learning, ﬂ)p language
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PROBLEMS OF TEACHING EN

Crucial as.English ap
Pears te=bein-Nigeria’ : K

of poor performance in the lan ug s s'natlon'al 18, dhie prablams
school learners. Tl';-e_“ rbb—lh \guage are quite obvious among primary
it Sy _ Problems- are psychological, social, political,
# nd instructional. The question of educational standard in
hlgef'a may equally have explanation in inadequate language skills of
éle(z)p.roducts of t'he school system (Lawal, 1990) although Ubahakwe
& b.l (1 979? ob!ect tg the view that the standard of English language
is falling in ngenan-P(umary Schools. They observe that there could be
agap _between a primary school teacher's favoured method of teaching
and his actual method of teaching English language. They therefore
recommend that the entire process of teaching/learning the language
in the primary school be examined before observers pronounce on

e e e A e

performance standard. - ~ ==
a. . - Political Problems:- . _-_. _ ¢ _
In schools that are set up to promote anti-English values, learners may

not be given access to English. “Although the‘languag'e may appear on
the curricula of such schools, adequate emphasis is.never placed on it.

%2 ln-experience* teachers may—be-reciuited while grossly inadequate
periods are allocated to English on the time table. A different language

.. may.be enforced forvgqmmuqigggipg_as long as the school is in session.
When learners in such.schools complete their programmes, they may
-not be proficient enough in the language. Communicating with
products of other orientations might be difficult, and the Engiish'
language expert may have huge tasks remediating these problems.

_,Moreovef, government policy on education affects the teaching and
learning of English in the primary school. Where teachers are
transferred to satisfy political desires of individuals and communities,
the motivational levels of the-learners and teachers of English may be

“““affected. . Inordinate transfefs adversely affect the professional -

practices of teachers generally. Also, if a governm.ent- do_es? not
encdurage the use.of English or it’is hard on English-onente.d primary
schools, the attitude of learners and the teacher of the subject could

become negative. B R
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undertake undergraduate ar;d orkshops_and refresher courses, and =

abreast of the current e Jraduace studissrthey-would not be \

the performance of English language teaehing techniques. As such,
€ of their learniers remains. weak, with the secondary

schools being fed b
¥ products that lack the tool (Engli '
need for effective learning. el lbiniok (English) which they

b.. Psychological Problems: 3

Pr HDBLy E}Cboo! learners are no doubtattheirformative age.~They have
the linguistic advantage that they are capable of learning any language.
Bur one of their greatest disadvantages is that they- have to learn
English from second position. . Their _mothertongues have had:
considerable influence on them, and the learners now overgeneralize
and substitute sounds and structures in English. £ :
Then, majority of the learners do not-possess relevant experiential
backgrounds. They are from homes-that"do not reinforce the English
language experiences of the learners. Such homes hardly have radio
and television sets by which the learners can have access to English
language and literature in English programmes mounted by the media
to broaden learner's knowledge of English:=Even if there are radio and
television sets, and the learners would-love to benefit from the

programmes, many parents saddle the pupils with tasks that hamper

the learners. uti

c: Social Problems:

Inadequate psychological support leads to social insecurity and poor
_performance in English in the primary schaol._A pupil with inadequate -
exposure would not want to mix. with-other: learners. If a pupil's
parents "are separated or he has -beem=broughtto-ridicule~in the-
presence of staff and fellow pupils, thé-learner may be reticent and
self-conceited. This does not help the acquisition of proficiency in .
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SR On‘fhe_gdotthatfac.mate them to observe and commSnt baosfea ——
i Other-]ahQUap gxpenences. It must be réalized that Engli,sh like e
g€, 1s a product of socio-cultural agreement. ]

Erneglzsor: canr'not be more than superficial. Where the necessary facilities - -
are.not available, the teachers. cannot functicn effectively. With all '
infrastructural facilities available, the teachers of English-fanguage.r . ..
deserve proper encouragement to make such infrastructure work. . 7
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Ll ‘THE TEACHER'S ROLE AS SOLUTION. et LR
-'Now that we have recognized the place of English language in Nigeria
generally, and-in education specifically, and we have identified the ~ ~—=--
overlapping problems.that confront the teaching and learning of English - .
at the primary schooHevel in our country, let us examine the role of the = ="
teacher in finding solutions to such problems. :
The learners come from different homes and suffer varing language -
defficiencies. Some stammer and cannot pronounce words correctly-:=:=--e
or produce sentences smoothly. The teacher must patiently-teach. -
English at a speed that allows the different categories of learners to-- - .
learn, without boring those learners that are fast. Learners with
emotional_problems due to family or other forms of social problems
should- be referred to counselling units for appropriate handling. The
teacher must know his pupil inside-out. PR o

: If the teacher observes that the learners are fond of particular W
tasks outside the classroom e.g. dancing, selling, constructing things,--- -
he should create a classroom that would enable the learners:.use. -

English to act along such desirable directions.
— .. Also, the teacher should be familiar. with the country’s -
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”‘;:22‘-30?322?’\ lang\fage experiences‘ that
iy V. 188rHR - I Gt cognitive, psychpmotonc and
Fa,.gn.nm should make his less ; AP Wardd,. thi- Srgliah Wnguhge
’_!‘:ffﬂduai il S lesson attract every learner, no mattértig/her f
i his i £ s
6 iﬂltr:r?;;svt:ilfr: \(f)v:gnn thehlesson in English, the learners are altowe.d -,
prepares them for comanr;ot i free|y a7 .they e th.e 'ar.‘ganE: s \
unication tasks in real life, situations.
% Thefefore, 'Fhe English language teacher must have a good command
of the'language. He should know how to impart and evaluate the four
- skills of-English-writing, reading, speaking and listening.  Evaluation
shoulq be done at every stage of teaching, and it should be in form of
questions that make learners behave quantitatively, e.g. ‘Sola, identify
any four nouns from this paragraph’.. This kind of question also helps
the teacher to convince his learners that he knows them by names, £
- - thereby motivating them.- - e e oo S e
.~ T "The teacher of English at the primary school should know, at
-~ least, a bit of the learners’ mothertongue, so that he can anticipate the
“‘problems that such learners may have in English spellina,
""""" pronunciation, grammar and ‘punctuation. His lessons must be
_° prepared ‘to allow learners gradually overcome these linguistic

"% “problems. He must ensure that enough periods are allocated to the -

~ language on the time table.
Another task for the English language teagh'er is to setect texts and
. design instructional aids that relate to the cultural backgrounds of the’
learners. The texts should contain familiar names, ideas and concepts.
- - And audio-visuals can be developed usjng such local materials_as

leaves, woods, clay, pots, bones ‘of animals, feathers, picturés and

calendars. 0 . S
—  The teacher should use colours to appeal to the learners in the
" materials he designs. Learners should be encouraged to read graphs,
charts, diagrams_and maps. , bR
-~ The -good teacher of English is-able to ascertain the level of difficulty
" of the texts he is going to implement on-his learners. -~ Thetext

with many multi-syllabic words will not yield to the interpretation by an
: ' nad e
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tearh
relations with tr ‘eachers are expected to combine some human

s ' tasks-in the primary school. They should carry

other teachers ak .
“aCNers aiong in the efforts of making the learners perform well.
h the learners at all

;?;;};‘i;&ff;hau!d be encouraged to speak English wit
b ttempts should be courteously made to correct grammatical
errors instantly among learners.

‘ Thcsse who perform outstandingly well in English language
examinations and extra.curricular activities should be rewarded,
although poor performarice need not necessarily be punished.
Therefore, English language teachers can organize excursions, debates,
quizzes, drama shows and group discussions within their schools and
among other schools = Thése will altow for further language use and
inducé to-operative. spirit_among the learners. Games anc- songs
enhance language learning-tLawal, 1991). Also, the teacher of English
should make authorities fund the subject effectively, no matter how
much competitions- teachers of other subjects may put up for small
available resources. He-should use grants iudiciously and be extremely
innovative. He must be able to convince school and government that
most subjects depend-on_sound knowledge of English and that the
latter must be aggressively developed, if the former should thrive. .

In the process, English fanguzge teachers should have a way of linking
vsith the parents, so as to make them support the government and
school authorities i+ the struggle to develop English language at the
- primary level. The~teacher___§hou!d show appreciation to any parents of
«rriembers ¢ the public who donate towards the improvement of English
language. v
He may create a small_library in the class where he could put bOO?(S
donated by learners; parents and social organizations, and mount a list
of donors for. all pupils to see. This may pur the learners The
development of Gmghsh primary.schoo “ern<all segments of the
society. : AN

<t e ET A Tt e R 5

i RIS



-
i

CONCLUDIA

{

erember 1895 ik
VG REMARKS.

IS Quite tant i A
LA AN Nigeria and ity develn

ERRTRTAT

SHOUIG be inten piment through

COS Serioys b h’i:w“f l’;‘;;?\:‘ flom the primary school level Spe
HOVernme nt, parents a; ‘A‘ 1;1 \ :': !l:.’ tevel; some of the problems relgte i ab
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