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Language, Education and Religion for National Development

CHAPTER NINE

USING ARABIC LANGUAGE FOR CURBING ECONOMIC RECESSION IN
NIGERIA: INTER-FACULTY LECTURERS’ VIEWS

MUSIBAU, ADEBAYO LAWAL (Ph.D)
Department of Arts Education,
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria
Gmail Address: nurumubarak@gmail.com
08079054942/08168324226

Abstract

Economic recession is a period of economic slowdown that is characterized by declining productivity
and devaluing of financial institutions due to reckless and unstable money lending. It is also a
significant decline in economic activity which spreads across the economy lasting more than a few
months, normally visible in a real gross domestic product (GDP), real income, employment, industrial
production and wholesale retail sales. The purpose of this research is to find the views of language
educators of the University of Ilorin at both faculties of Arts and Education on whether Arabic can
serve as a tool for curbing economic recession in Nigeria. The population for this study was all the
language educators at both faculties of Arts and Education which is 45. The purposive sampling
technique was used to select this number. There is only one research question with a corresponding
hypothesis, which was tested using the mean and t- test. The instrument for the study was a check list
which comprised 15 items. The result shows that there was no significant difference in views of
respondents at both faculties of Arts and Education as regard Arabic language as a solution for
economic recession in Nigeria.(t(43))=.495:p>0.05). From the result above, it could be concluded
that the Arabic Language is a tool to combat economic recession in Nigeria and recommended that
government should encourage the effective teaching of Arabic Language in various institutions of the
naiion.

Keywords: Arabic Language, Economic Recession, Language Educators, Nigeria.

Introduction

Economic recession, as Kimberly (2006) put it, is when the economy declined significantly for at least

six months, it means there is a drop in the following economic indicators:

1-  Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP);

2-  Income level of individual and revenue generation of government;

3-  Empowerment;

4.  Manufacturing; and

5-  Detail sales

Recession, according to Merriam-Webster s Dictionary, is the period of reduced economic activities

that borders on productions, distribution and consumption. Study.com sees it as general downturn in

an economy which is associated with high unemploymentslowing gross domestic product and high

inflation. Economic recession is a period of general economic decline and is typically accompanied

by a drop in stock market, increase in unemployment and a decline in housing market (study.com).
The National Bureau of Economic Research defined a recession as “a significant decline in

economic activity spread across the economy, lasting more than a few months, normally visible in the

real Gross Domestic Product (GDP), real income, employment, industrial production and wholesale-

retail sales”. Economic recession can also be defined as a negative real GDP growth rate for two

consecutive quarters (say first and second quarters) (Noko, 2016). \
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Causes of Economic Recession

The major causes of economic recession according to Noko (2016), in any economy based on Jessons

‘from the Great Depression, 1981, 1991, 2004 and 2008-2009 global economic' fecessions) may

include:

1,  high inflation, a general or sharp rise in price of commodities leading to low purchasing power,

2. accumulation of debt servicing especially foreign debts;

3.  fall in aggregate demand, fall in wages, income; and

4.,  massunemployment and several loss of confidence on the government due to economic indices.

Causes of Economic Recession in Nigeria

According to Adetayo, & Ben (2018), there are two causes of economic recession in Nigeria: 1,

Economic recession caused by global economic and financial crisis; and 2, Economic recession caused

by other Nigerian factors. As for global economic and financial crisis it started as a financial crisis but

now a global economic crisis. The crisis is unprecedented in severity of credit contraction (credit
crunch & capital crunch). The roots are in banking rather than in securities market or foreign exchange.

(This crisis started in U. S. due to certain laxities in the U. S financial system), spread to Europe,

developing countries and has become global (Oladipo & Fabayo, 2012).

The global financial crisis is a result of a number of factors that include in the following:

1-  The collapse in the housing market in the United States; and

2- The lax financial regulatory conclusion.

The global financial crisis has caused the collapse of many businesses including otherwise formidable

corporate giants across the World. In these unusual circumstances, Nigeria economic crisis has drawn

attention. The country (Nigeria) went through the oil boom-cycle from the late 1970s to the beginning
of this Century. Since the past one decade, Nigeria’s economy has been caught in a prolonged

stagnation which became obvious in the late period of the year 2015.

Economic recession caused by other Nigerian factors: The Oil Boom is a cause of economic

recession in Nigeria.The high concentration of Nigeria on oil to the detriment of other sources of

ety 4 and development revenue has a negative effect on the Nigerian economy. The relative

- E\:ﬂess of the urban centers made many able-bodied ngenans to migrate from the hinterland,

Vi, ab ing their farni lahds for the cities and hoping to partake in the prosperous oil-driven urban
economy. This created social problems of congestion, pollution, unemployment and crimes.

General Consequences of Economic Recession

The general consequences of economic recession are:

1-  high interest rates: this limit the liquidity or the amount of money available;

2-  increased inflation: Rise in prices or constant rise in the prices of good and services. As inflation
increases, the percentage of goods and services that can be purchased by amount of money
decreases.

Reduced Consumer Confidence: If consumer believe that the economy is bad, they are less likely to

spend money. This is psychological which have real impact on the economy.

Reduced real wages: this is when the purchasing power of money has been reduced and cannot

purchase more goods and services as before.

1.  Poor economic planning: poor economic planning and no concrete implementation of her
economic planning is the major cause of Nigeria current recession, budget delay, exchange rate
policy. Yes the government has proclaimed the usual generalities that every government
indulges itself in about;

a)  diversifying the economic

b)  improving manufacturing/ mining sector

€)  raising agricultural output

d)  Encouraging foreign investment, among others strategic plan for growth.

€)  No doubt the government has taken some steps like the elimination of dollar purchase privileges
for importers of 40 items such as rice, cement, toothpicks ( Noko,2016)
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Private- planes, poultry, meats, margarine, wheelbarrows, textiles and soaps.

The government has on the other hand, caused serious poverty in the land by herself, i.e. the government

through her policy widen the gap between the rich and poor-creating economic hardship. An illustration

was when the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) was selling the dollar at the official rate. This they later
result at the parallel market rate of 362 naira. The question is now to think of how much some of them
were making. An individual can make as much as 1 billion naira without doing anything according to

the former CBN government (Lamido in Noko, 2016).

The people that were profiting from this were telling the govemment that if it didnot devalue
the naira that people would suffer. The poor paid the price of devalued currency and the rich schemed
off the profits. Remember Nigeria currency was devalued when crude oil price in the international
market was very low and crude oil export was largely affected by the activities of the Niger-Delta
militants as such as the policy was useless since Nigeria is a mono-product economy. For instance,
should you take dollar for every 1 billion taken from the federation account and sold by the CBN at
200 naira to the dollars, the states were losing 100 billion that could have been into salaries, agriculture,
and healthcare? Yet the states were giving to borrow from the same government on a bail out when the
government was selling dollars cheaply to small group of people. This incidence is still on going and
the government is doing nothing about it.

2 High Inflation Rate: Government banning the importation of certain essential agricultural
products like rice without considering gestation period is error. Removal of fuel subsidy shouldn’t be
simultaneous with the banning of agricultural products. Major causes of inflation speculation in stock
market is due to budget delay, rise in domestic oil price due to subsidy removal, fall in the global crude
oil price, deteriorating Nigeria exchange Rate, almost the household price skyrocket as seen in the
linage below.

3. High Interest Rate: Interest rate is between 26.77-27% is very high for investors. This high
interest rate is discouraging investors. The poor investment culminates into high rate of unemployment
in the country, reduction in aggregate demand especially from the household.

4. High taxation: it is only in Nigeria that I see government changing high rate during economic
recession. Small businesses are slaughtered with high interest and tax rate has lowered Nigeria
aggregate demand especially from the households.

5. Policy conflict: The economic policy appears conflicting. How? High interest rate, high
taxation and high monetary policy measures. But told the public they are adopting expansionary policy
budget deficit.( Noko, 2016)

President Bukhari Economic Growth Evaluation

Reduction in tax rate

Effective spending

Enhanced access to credit

Nigeria government should increase her expenditure on skills

Increase agriculture product and export

Increase manufacturing produce and export

Way-out of Economic Recession in Nigerll

Nigeria should leam from Japan economic policy in the following ways

1. Creation of new department at Central bank of Nigeria for financial stability

2. There should be diversification of sources of income

3.  Collaboration of government with foreign technical experts in order to leam from experiences
and insights which will be used to develop, policy frameworks for financial contingencies.

Other ways out are:

S h I A8 5D e

a. High rate of savings & investment, This can be achieved through household, business savings
tax incentives & others.
b. Investment in technology & education will also stimulate growth
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Industrialization: Nigeria is expected to go fully into industrialization. This will lead to
production of goods & services which will be exported to foreign countries such that
importation would be highly reduced.

Protection of emerging industries by providing special tax credit to favor industries and directed
bank to provide low-interest loan to some sections such as petroleum refinery and aviation.
This will lead to high success rate.

Road constructions (Transportation)

During the colonial era, Adeniran (2016 ) noted that Frederick Lugard (1858-1945), a British soldier,
explores and diplomat who played a very important role in Britain’s colonial development in Africa,
attributed the major problem of Africa (Nigeria inclusive) to transportation. He said, ‘give them
transport, and the problem of Africa will be solved’. The development of transport system led to the

following:

™MW

Exploration of agricultural produce and national resources for onward shipment in to the
domain of colonial master. As a result of these, other significant infrastructure were developed.
Facilitation of effective colonial administration

Facilitation of effective security and national defense (Adeniran, 2016)

Agriculture: This is a declaring sector in Nigeria: These must be restructuring in this sector so
that something tangible in terms of Agriculture produce must come out of it Agriculture has
fallen when compared to manufacturing & service.

Manufacturing: Initially manufacturing of goods & services was very high and strong but now
it has fallen down. Nigeria manufacturing is unhealthy and needed effective bail out local
product must be encouraged and not to be seen as being cheap and inferior as when compared
to western products as a result of globalization experienced in recent times. There should be the
need for improvement on the product quality, innovative, create awareness and imbibe goods
value.

Creation of jobs: Nigeria government is expected to create many jobs for their citizens; this will
go a long way in solving the problem of economic crisis.

Improve upon the quality of education, research and innovation. The curriculum of education
should be revisited to encompass entrepreneurship skills and not bookish inherited one. It must
reflect the societal needs in term of technology, constructions and technical skills. In the light
of this, the curriculum must be reloaded and recoded, reloaded in the sense that skill that would
enhance productivity would be added to the curriculum and recoded in the sense that the existing
topics of various discipline must be readjusted to suit the societal needs. There must be constant
research by educators as to find solution to some of the existing problems in the area of economy
and other sectors. Also, there must be innovation and exchanges as to avoid fatigue and boredom
in the course of learning.

Creation of sound policy and anti-corruption approaches: policy is an attempt by government
to address issues by instituting laws, regulations, decisions or actions that there are pertinent to
a particular problem. Therefore, issues arising in different sectors must be addressed and
resolved by it policy. The government should also strengthen to struggle of anti-corruption
agencies and such as economic and financial crime commission (EFCC) and independent
corrupt practice commission (ICPC).

Reduction in the wages of politicians: The monthly salaries of senators and the representatives
must be drastically reduced to the barest minimum. The money derived from their salary
reduction may be used to recruit other young graduates of tertiary institutions that are jobless.
Creation of international market and local ones: This is a place where goods and services are
expected to allow business transaction to take place. This will have something to take care in

reducing recession in Nigeria economy.
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Other solutions are:

The Government should invest in energy sector to reduce power outage.

Engage the Niger-delta militants in a dialogue.

Reduce the tax rate or regulate same to avoid double taxation.

Borrow from both domestic and foreign investors to avoid the incidence of capital flight.

The government should work with the legislative body to endure speed execution to her

Project.

5. Commodity price and raw material should be regulated through consumer protection agency to
avoid further inflation.

6- The Govermnment should leam from Ethiopia as other developed countries.

7- The Government should grow Nigeria economy and kindly allow the name to be let the force
of market control the value of Naira

The Economic and Social Benefits of Languages Education

Language is obviously vital tool, not as a means of communication thoughts and ideas but it for
just friendships, cultural ties, and economic relationships, History reflects on the importance of
languages, for instance, the scholar Benjamin whorf has noted that languages shapes thoughts and
emotion, determine ones perception of reality, john Stuart mill in kilgour1(1999) observed that
"Language is the light of mind" lionelGroulx, a Quebec historian, put it is this way: Edward sapir,
language is not only a vehicle for the expression of thought, perception sentiments, and value
characteristic of a community, it also represents of social identity, sapir; “the mere fact of a common
speech as a peculiar potent symbol of the social solidarity of those who speak the language” in short
language retention helps to maintain feeling of Cultural kinship. Language, of course, is knowledge
and in our world today, knowledge is one of the key factors in competitiveness. Brain and knowledge
are what create the propensity and growth we tend to take for granted in an advanced industrial society
is an increasingly independent world, the knowledge of other languages becomes indispensable, just
think of how the advent of the internet has change our lives few years ago, millions of people across
the world, who share common interests, are able to communicate with each other and exchange ideas.
Not only are they-able to do this due to the various technological advances, but also because they share
a common language. There is of course and denying that the knowledge of English language is one of
the most important tools available to our children it is one of the intemational languages a tool of
communication between comities coeternal groups, various companies and organization, communities
and friends. Language, being an importance tool for business people and official seeking to binned on
those ties. As we move toward hemispheric economic integration, the knowledge of other language of
the hemisphere is being a highly marketable skill (kilgour, 1999).

Arabic is the second largest most widely used alphabetic writing system in the world (the Latin
alphabet is the most widespread). The Arabic script has been adapted to such diverse languages,
Persian, Turkish, Spanish and Swahili (Seriki, 2004). Today Arabic is universally recognized as a
language occupying a position, which is not less in status and rank than such International Language
as English, French or Germany. It has long been adopted by African Union (AU), Oil Producing and
Exporting Countries (OPEC), United Nations (UN). Arabic also is the official language of Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM), Confederation of African Football (CAF), Federation of Intemational
football Association (FIFA), Amuni (2004) and other Intemationally recognized Organizations see it
as a tool for political and other diplomatic transactions. It is studied and accorded high status like others
in the world.

The Role of Arabic Language in Economy

Economy: Ajape (2014) observed that Arabic had been the language of commerce for centuries. As
mentioned earlier, there was commercial link between North Africa and West Africa before the Advent
of Islam in West Africa. This explains why the historical development of Arabic language was tied to
the commercial activities. Moreover, there is a strong commercial link between Nigeria and Arab
countries in Asia and Africa, Since Nigerian citizens transact business in Egypt, United Arab Emirates

ot o ol f o
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and Saudi Arabia, among others, the knowledge of Arabic and ability to speak Arabic will assist in
boosting Nigerian economy (Ajape, 2014). The introduction of Arabic in Nigeria also creates a situation
of positive economic life because it guaranteed a good source of income for indigenous Arabic scholars.
They became employers by establishing Arabic schools and employed Arabic specialists, thereby
reducing the rate of unemployment in the country. Also, Nigeria is a strong member of organisation
established to ensure the stability of the price of the petroleum in the international market. As many of
the most influential member nations are Arab countries, Arabic language will create opportunities to
enter into agreement with them and there will be better interaction between us (Abdelali, 2003).

Arabic had reached its peak of glory in the Northern Nigeria and was adopted as the official
language after the Jihad activities of Uthman bin Fudi which began in 1804. This Jihad served as a
catalyst for the spread and reformation of Islam. It also served as a booster for the spread of Islamic
Education and contributed to efflorescence of Arabic scholarship in Nigeria. The advent of the British
in Nigeria, however, opened a new chapter in the history of Arabic language. In a nutshell, Arabic
became the language used in schools, religious gatherings, courts and communication, among others.
But unlike the royal patronage accorded the western education by the British, Arabic education was a
matter of private affairs.

The outcome of this study was in tandem with Amuni (2004) and other internationally
recognized organizations such as AU, OPEC, UN, NAM, CAF and FIFA who see Arabic as a tool for
political and other diplomatic transactions. It is studied and accorded high status like others in the
world. The study would encourage the facilitation of teaching of Arabic language in the various institute
of the nation. It will strengthen diplomatic and economic relations between Nigeria and the Arab
Nation. It is hoped that Nigeria economy will be out of economic recession if Arabic language is
properly understood by its learning as it would empower the leamners to solve problems relenting to
language of transactions between Nigeria and Arab Nations. Also, it status would be emancipated from
elective to compulsory subject.

The local scholars who were knowledgeable in Arabic enjoyed some socio-political privileges
in the society which ordinary people could not enjoy. This greatly motivated the people to learmn Arabic.
Arabic, therefore, successfully competed with local languages such as Kanuri, Fulfude, Hausa and
Yoruba. In other words, Arabic language enriched these indigenous languages with hundreds of
religious, political and commercial words and expressions.

Language is the vehicle through which peoples’ culture is transmitted. (Arabic inclusive) It is
an index of identity which serves as a repository of a people culture, industry and exploits. It is
language that differentiates the homo-sapiens from other animals. The most effective engine of a
people’s culture is their mother tongue (MT). Indigenous languages are treasures of culture and self-
identity. In other words, language is the indicator of history and self- identification (Solanke, 2006). It
is an indispensable cultural legacy with which all forms of human interactions are carried out.
According to Nwadike (2004), it is the key to the heart of the people. If we lose the key, we lose the
people. If we treasure the key and keep it safe, it will unlock the door to wealth or affluence, thus
bringing about national development. This development ranges from growth in education (i.e.
intellectual growth), politics, economy, science and technology. From the above statement about
language bringing about development of various kinds, Arabic could be used as a tool to proffer
solution to economic crisis in Nigeria

Language is the most fundamental and important tool for youth empowerment. It is a weapon
for the uplift of the underprivileged, the marginalized, the un-informed or the illiterates in the society.
The culture of reforms initiated by the previous administration is designed to engender sustainable
change in democratic governance. This reform is to be carried out through education, and language is
the tool for doing this. This is one of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that runs thrm!gh
the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS). Youth empowerment is a

re-branding enterprise, as the empowered youths are likely to shun corruption, and make positive
contribution to national economic growth, peace, security and political stability.
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Empowerment is the process whereby people are enabled or given the opportunity to improve
in order to contribute to positive change. It takes varied forms and dimensions which include activities
like individual self-assertion, self-improvement, collective bargaining or resistance in order to
challenge existing power relations (Okeshola, 1995). Self - empowerment takes varied forms such as
education, apprenticeship, usurpation, domination and force. Education is the most fundamental and
important tool for empowerment or for the achievement of social justice and equity. Social scientists
prescribe education as a tool for the up-lift of the underprivileged, the marginalized, and the oppressed
within the society (Graham-Brown, 1991). Education is therefore a veritable instrument for promoting
empowerment, and best done through the medium of languages of which Arabic is inclusive. Scholars
after graduation from various institutions of leaming could establish schools, produce text books of
various kinds in Arabic language, the sale of which will be generating monies for authors thereby
limiting dependency on government.

Modem man can hardly contemplate communal life without the instrument of language.
Performance, especially spoken language, defines personality. For the teacher, his credibility is almost
entirely anchored on his competence in communicating ideas, and stimulating leamning through the use
of language. Articulate and well-spoken teachers always invariably win the hearts and respect of their
students. Feminists have advanced the issue of empowerment of women through education as a means
of challenging patriarchal ideology of male domination and women subordination. Empowerment
entails life-long struggle for survival and transforming the structures and institutions (e.g. laws, social
practice, political process, religious matters) that seem to perpetuate or reinforce gender discrimination
and social inequality. According to Graham-Brown (1991), for the individual, empowerment through
education promises an escape from poverty, oppression. It also promises greater social prestige, job
mobility and better future prospect. Education empowers through language. This is also true of Arabic
as a language.

Language and language studies empower those who are engaged in them. Language as a means
of communication is the comer stone of any educational process (Ige, 2000). It plays a vital role in
education as a subject and it is also a medium of instruction. Education, whether formal or informal, is
carried out through the medium of some languages, and leaming at any level is largely verbal (Awoniyi,
1978). Language, whether spoken or written, is the vehicle through which knowledge is cultivated, and
knowledge is power. One of the cardinal points in the Federal Government’s National Economic
Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) is education, and language education is a key tool
and bridge to the future (Olaoye, 2004). It empowers children and the youth to take charge of their
lives. This involves acquisition of skills and knowledge that would prepare them for the world of work.
Empowerment using Arabic education could be achieved through establishment of schools, dawah
(evangelization), publication of books in Arabic for leamers’ consumption, trading with Arabs
countries and dawah training(train the-trainers programme) among others.

Statement of the problem

Nigeria, a country that is strategically located and blessed in term of economic buoyancy has
been experiencing economic instability which ranges from buoyancy to recession due to some factors
such as economic, political and nation insecurity, economy meltdown, immorality, social vices such
as kidnapping, bribery, corruption, embezzlement, fomication, adultery, lack of adequate fund to
finance development, revenue, corrupt leaders among the govemor, senators, representative and bad
governance. However, the government has been trying in one way or the other to get this nation out of
this economic recession but still the country is wallowing in the state of serious economic
pandemonium and if care is not taken, it will gradually shift from economic recession to total economic
meltdown which can be calamities, problems, confusion and collapse. The researcher therefore wants
to identify weather language, especially Arabic because of the significant roles its plays in the world i
term of development, economic, political, culture and civilization etc. (Lawal, 2006), can serve as tool
to liberate or prevent Nigeria from this economic mess and instability.
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Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this study is to examine whether Arabic language can serve as a solution

through the views of language educators at the University of Ilorin, to economic recession in Nigeria.
Specifically, the study find out:
a. difference in language educators view in both faculties of Arts and Education in the University
of Ilorin on Arabic language as a solution to economic recession in Nigeria
Research Question

1. Is there any difference on the view of language educators at both facultics of Arts and Education
in the University of Ilorin as regard Arabic as a solution to economic recession in Nigeria?
Research Hypothesis
HOi: There is no significant difference in the view of language educators at both faculties of Arts and
Education in the University of Ilorin as regard Arabic as a solution to economic recession in Nigeria
ResearchDesign
This study is descriptive survey in nature. It describes how Arabic language serves as a tool to combat
economic recession in Nigeria using Arabic checklist to elicit responses from various language experts
from both faculty of Arts and Education. Daramola (2006) defined descriptive survey as a research type
that makes collection of information from various sources easier. The researcher collect information
from all the language educators at the University of Ilorin from where he draws inferences on the
information gathered. The survey is the systematic collection of data from the population of language
educators. The justification for this is based on the view of Gay (2006) who opines that descriptive
research is a process of describing and reporting the educational phenomenon the way it is. This
research describes and reports how Arabic serves as a tool to curb economic recession in Nigeria.
Instrumentation
The instrument used for data collection was a checklist of fifteen questions item on economic recession
as regard Arabic language. Each of the statement in the item has four options of strongly agree which
attracts four marks, agree attracts three marks, disagree attracts two marks and strongly disagree attracts
one mark. The respondents are to tick the option that best represent their views. The research question
led to corresponding hypothesis which was answered by mean standard deviation and t- test. As for
other research question which sought for the general language educators view in University of [lonin
as regard the theme of this research regarding the four liker scale of agreement and disagreement level
was used to published in another outlet. The face and content validity of the instrument was determined
by two Arabic language experts and two language educators’ expert at the University of Ilorin, while
the reliability of the instrument was assessed within a time interval of about three weeks using Pearson
correlation co-efficient to correlate the score of the first and second administration of the instrument.
The value of the correlation was 0.73.

Data Analysis and Results
Analysis of Demographic Information of the Respondents

Table 1: Faculty Distribution of the Respondents

Faculty Frequency Percent
Arts 35 77.8
Education 10 22.2
Total 45 100.0

From table 1, result shows that the respondents from faculty of Arts are 77.8% (35) while the
respondents from faculty of Education are 22.2% (10) which makes the total number of respondents
to be 45. The result implies that there were more respondents from faculty of Arts than faculty of

Education.
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Hypothesis Testing
Since the research question correspond with research hypothesis, the hypothesis was tested in the
course of this study
A research hypothes is postulated for this study was tested using t-test statistics at 0.05 level of
significance
Research Hypothesis: There is no significant difference in the views of language educators at both
Jaculties of Arts and Education in the University of llorin on Arabic as a
solution toeconomic recession in Nigeria
Table2: Mean, standard deviation and t-test analysis on the difference in the views of language
educators at both faculty of Arts and Education in University of Ilorin on Arabic as a
solution to economic recession in Nigeria

Faculty N Mean SD t Df Sig (2 Decision
tailed)
Arts 35 456 714
495 43 623 Not Rejected

Education 10 444 392

P>0.05

Result from table 2 shows the t value yielded .495 which is not significant with P value .623 >
0.05. This shows a non-significant result. Hence, the null hypothesis is not rejected. This means that
there is no significant difference in the views of language educators in both faculty of Arts and
Education on Arabic as a solution to economic recession in Nigeria (t3)= .495; P > 0.05).
Summary of Findings
The following are the findings from this study:
It was found that there was no significant difference on lecturers’ views from both faculties of Arts
and Education as regard Arabic language as a solution to economic recession in Nigeria. This implies
that all the language educators in both faculties concurred that Arabic language is a solution to problem
of economic recession in Nigeria.
Discussions
If languages can be used as a tool for different purposes as observed by authorities such assolanke
(2006) who claimed that language is a vehicle of cultural transmission,Nwadike(2004) who opined
that Language is key to peoples hearth, Okeshola (1995), asserted that Language is the most
fundamental and important tool for youth development and Graham Brown(1991) observed that
Education empowers through language, then Arabic as a language can be used to curb economic
recession in Nigeria. The outcome of this study was in line with Amuni (2004), and other
internationally recognized Organizations such as AU, OPEC, UN, NAM and FIFA who see Arabic as
a tool for political and other diplomatic transactions. The finding of this studyalso corroborates the
observation of Ajape (2014), on Arabic, being the language of commerce between North and West
Africa before the advent of Islam in West Africa for centuries, It is studied and accorded high status
like others in the world. It study would encourage the facilitation of teaching Arabic language in the
various institute of the nation. It will strengthen diplomatic and economic relations between Nigeria
and Arab nation. It is hoped that Nigeria economy will be out of economic recession if Arabic language
is properly understand by it leamning as it would empower the leamers to solve problems relating to
language of transactions between Nigeria and Arab Nations. Also, it status would be emancipated from
elective to compulsory.

Conclusion _ _
It was concluded that Arabic can be used as a tool to curb economic recession in Nigeria as agreed by
the respondents from both faculties of Arts and Education at the University of Ilorin.
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Recommendations *
i The government should encourage Arabic learning across all levels of education
2. Workshops and seminars must be organized for lecturers as well as teachers to enhance better
understanding
3. The status of Arabic language should be changed from elective to core subject.
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