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Attitude in the Novels of Najeeb Al-
Kilani, Master>s Thesis, Islamic Univerity,
Jamahiriyatul uthma, Libya, 2007 .

Adam Abdullah Al-Al-llory, Islam in
Nigeria and Sheikh Uthman bin Fodiyo Al-
Falani, third edition, 1978.

Abdul-Fattah Makar Al-Ghunaimi, The
Islamic Tide Movement in Western Nigeria,
Nahdat Al-Sharq Library, Cairo - Egypt.

Ibn Manzur, Jamal-Deen Al-Ansary,
Muhammad bin Makram, Lisan-Arab, Dar
Sadir - Beirut, 2nd edition
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- Beirut, 1995.
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Mission: Its Origins and Means, The
International Book Company, Lebanon -
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List of sources and references:

Najeeb Al-Kilani, Glimpses of My Life, Al-
Resala Foundation, Lebanon - Beirut, first
edition, 1985, Volume one.

Abdul Basit Salama Abdul Basit Sibai,
the historical novel by Najeeb Al-Kilani.
https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki
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“‘As a Conservative Jew, I believe that
halakha
binding. The Conservative Movement,
the traditional
halakhic sources (Bible, Talmud, etc.) as

(=normative Jewish law) is

however, understands
products of different historical ages-which
are often very different from our own age!
Deciding what is halakhically permissible
is not only a matter of reading the texts,
but also understanding the social/cultural
contexts in which they developed”.®
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“Homosexuality destroys the individual’s
ability for ontological fulfillment in the

halakhic world.... frustrates the divine

intent of procreation; undermines

the family; and is biologically and
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“ Welcoming gay and lesbian families
into the synagogue will strengthen all
our families, by bringing the exiles home
and by reuniting children, parents and
siblings who have been forced to keep
their partners and innermost lives hidden.
Kelal Yisrael is strengthened when we

affirm that there can be more than one
way to participate in the Covenant™.
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«..There are at least two important things
to keep in mind when reading the Bible.
First, you must always consider its context.
In order to understand any writing
(whether it be a letter, a speech, or even
the Bible) it is necessary to understand
its background. Think about who is
speaking, to whom it is addressed, why
it written, and what the culture was like.
In the case of Scripture, the cultural and

social context of Biblical times was very
different from our own”.’
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anatomically unnatural.... Homosexuals
should be viewed as patients rather than
psychological

assistance must be extended to those who

criminals. As a result,

cannot avoid homosexual desire”.
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“It is attempting to destroy the definition
of marriage as being between one man
and one woman. If homosexuals are
successful in that effort, then marriage
will lose its meaning. If it is not exclusively
between one man and one woman,
then any combination of temporary
relationships could qualify, such as two
men and three women. Polygamy itself

would be legal. In short, if marriage means
everything, then it ultimately means
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nothing. Second, homosexual activists
have targeted children and youth with
the objective of capturing their hearts and
minds. Our public schools in California
and Massachusetts, in particular, appear
to be moving relentlessly in that direction.
In some curricula, children are taught
that homosexual behavior is acceptable
and normal and that moral perspectives
are hate-filled and bigoted. We must be
diligent to oppose those initiatives™.
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revolution in the field of communication
technology has made it possible for all
to take advantage of mass media, the
power to tell stories from the local to the
international level has been vested in few
hands. As a result, what are transmitted
through the media does not reflect social
realities; rather they represent the views
and the interests of the dominant sections.
Due to the economic, political and cultural
interested involved in the working of
media organizations, several sections are
left behind without having opportunities
to share and disseminate their viewpoints
and present their real identities and
needs. In this sense, the role of media
in perpetuating the layers of exclusion,
inequality, and symbolic deprivations
of the marginalized groups is very
significant. While underrepresentation
of the marginalized groups further
enforces their invisibility in the society,
their misrepresentation and negative
portrayals may lead to stereotype
constructions and stigmatization of the
group. Such a situation, no doubt, poses
dangerous threat to peaceful existence of
an inclusive society, as the consequences
may be potential enough to undermine
the socio-cultural fabrics and creating
racial, communal or caste disharmonies.
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situation created out of the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits, it has tried to show a
one-sided narrative in which Kashmiri
Muslims are depicted as hostile toward
Pandits.

As Sachar Committee report suggested
the unbalanced coverage and their
negative portrayals have stigmatized
Muslims, which has created a very
unhealthy social situation in which they
are increasingly resorting to living in
ghettos across the country. The report
going to the different aspect of this
stigmatization and ghettoisation has
presented how the Muslims are on daily
basis experiencing social exclusion®:

Increasing  ghettoisation ~ of  the
Community implies a shrinking space
for it in the public sphere; an unhealthy
trend that is gaining ground. Social
boycott of Muslims in certain parts
of the country has forced Muslims to
migrate from places where they lived
for centuries; this has affected their
employability and means of earning a
livelihood. Ghettoisation, therefore, has
multiple adverse effects: inadequacy
of infrastructural facilities, shrinking
common spaces where different SRCs
(Socio-Religious =~ Communities) can
interact and reduction in livelihood
options. Muslims are constantly looked
upon with a great degree of suspicion
not only by certain sections of society
but also by public institutions and
governance structures. One aspect of
this understanding relates to patriotism.
They carry a double burden of being
labeled as “anti-national” and as being
“appeased” at the same time. While
Muslims need to prove on a daily basis
that they are not “anti-national” and
“terrorists”, it is not recognized that the
alleged “appeasement” has not resulted
in the desired level of socio-economic
development of the Community.

In brief, the marginalized sections
in Indian are facing different forms
of media biasness practiced through
different techniques as mentioned earlier.
Thus, through generalization, they are
stereotyped; through decontexutalisation
they are put in the discourse of victim
in which they are the perpetuators and
the rest are their victims in any violent
incident; and through spreading ‘threat
perception” they are stigmatized. The
consequences of such distorted media
coverage are far reaching that affect the
entire socio-cultural fabrics of the society.
In the Indian context, such un-balanced
media practices have been contributing
to a) perpetuation of marginalisation
of the socially excluded groups, b)
weakening of national integration, c)
divide between different social groups,
d) caste/ communal violence in different
parts of the country and finally e) un-
professional journalism affecting the
quality and reliability of the media.

With the globalization and other
consequent processes, even the very
local media are also under tremendous
influence of both the national and
international media. With most of the
readers or viewers being unable to
critically look at what appears in the
media, what appears in media - print or
visual - is widely accepted by people as
true. Asaresult, the views and interests of
the privileged are projected by a) denying
access to competing views about the
nature of the social world, b) presenting
a picture of social life of the well-to-
do sections, and c) directly influencing
the way in which other sections receive
information about the social world.

Conclusion

Mass Media exert enormous power
in the contemporary society playing
a significant role in the structuring of
everyday life. Although ideally the
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committee headed by Justice Sachar
to look into the social, economic and
educational status of the Muslims in
India has also pointed at the police-
media nexus in presenting a threat
perception and enemy image.

* High financial and logistical costs
of gathering news. Because of this,
several newspapers depend on the
local underpaid stringers, who do not
dare to report the exact story because
of fear threats from the communal
forces involved in the riot.

* Prevalence of biases and
unprofessionalism within the news-
desks of newspapers. Even if the
report comes unbiased, the editor
may add or cut and highlight
something based on his prejudices
and preoccupations.

* Pressure of space and deadline
also contributes to the communal
stereotyping of Muslims.

The misrepresentation is not confined to
the print media or the reporting of the riot
incidents only. As Rafiq Zakaria’ notes,
both print and electronic channels take
great delight in presenting the negative
side of Muslims and take little notice of
the good in them. In several instances,
reporters even approach some religious
scholars seeking Islamic ruling regarding
some cases even speculative, “pick up
some Muslim men and women randomly
and asks them about their reaction to
some issues of the Islamic rules of which
they have scanty knowledge, and the
answer if becomes to the ‘frame” makes a
good ‘media catch’.

The distortion can happen with
misappropriations guided by certain
prejudices. Such was the case when the
Census Reports of 2001 and 2011 were
published. The media were initially
competing to show how fast Muslim

population was growing to pose a great
threat to the majority Hindu population.
Some newspapers stated outright that
Census statics released on the growth
of India’s Muslim seem to reinforce
stereotypes about the community. The
reports suggested that while there
was a decline in growth rate of Hindu
population between 1991-2001, Muslims
have grown faster. However, later it was
found that the calculation was mistaken
since the 1991 Census did not include
Muslim population. The growth rate was
adjusted to 29% against the media report
of 36%.

Despite the strong presence of Muslim
actors, the Hindi films are increasingly
leaning towards the producing and
reproducing negative portrayals of
Muslims. The trend could be traced to
the post-Babri political landscape of the
country. The political agenda started
coloring the Indian screen. As aresult, the
socio-culturalrole of Muslim declined and
there emerged new pictures in which a
symbiotic relationship between Kashmir-
Pakistan and Muslims were established.
The villain was shown shouting slogans
against India, fighting for the cause
of Kashmir. The bearded youth with
guns in hand, wearing salwar-kamiz
with a scarf over the shoulders became
the overall image of Muslim youth.
They were shown with blood shot eyes
bursting with irrational anger. Anyone
with skullcap, rosary, and uttering some
senseless Arabic words could instigate
a Jihad. From films such as Sarfarosh,
Maa Tujhe Salam, Pukar, Gadar, Fiza,
Mission Kashmir one can easily prepare
such a list of Bollywood films. A best
illustration of how the Bollywood plays
in the negative portrayal of Muslims, is
the recent film namely the Kashmir files.
The film which is based on the armed
insurgency in Kashmir during the 1990s,
instead of showing the complexity of the
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almost immediate consequence of this is
a general downward placement of the
groups affected in a status hierarchy.
As Robert Kurzban (2001) explained?,
1) once the stigma is constructed,
people start to distinguish and label
human differences, 2) the dominant
cultural beliefs link labeled persons to
undesirable characteristics —to negative
stereotypes, 3) the labeled persons are
placed in distinct categories so as to
accomplish some degree of separation of
“us” from “them.” 4) the labeled persons
experience status loss and discrimination
that lead to unequal outcomes, and
5) since the stigmatization is entirely
contingent on access to social, economic,
and political power, the disapproval,
rejection and exclusion of the marginals
are perpetuated.

Media Bias and Marginalisation of
Muslims in India

Several studies have clearly shown
how the distorted and biased media
constructions of Muslims have been
fanning communal tension between
Hindus and Muslims. In riot report the
dominant form of the distortion can be
observed as ‘whenever the victim of a
violence is a Hindu and the perpetrator
a Muslim, helpful clues such as name,
dress, and type of facial hair are often
supplied, even if the fiction of not naming
the communities is maintained. But,
when a Muslim is the victim, more often
than not the news report will be terse and
lacking in nomenclature or other clues.
Similarly, the cases in which Muslim
names are as perpetuators, the incident
gets more attentions and there would be
lengthy reports, features and columns,
however, if the radical elements from the
majority community are found in that
side, it gets minimal attention and could
be easily forgotten.

Roshni Sengupta (2008)* while tracing the

role of Indian media in perpetuating the
estranged Hindu-Muslim relationship in
the country notes that the mainstream
media had played a role in the 2002
Gujarat riots in which more than two
thousand Muslims were killed. Sengupta
writes: ° “In many press reports, the term
‘mini-Pakistan was often used to refer
to the walled city areas of Ahmedabad
and Vadodara which had a high Muslim
population. Muslim ritoters ewer referred
to as nar pishach (demons in the garb of
human) and the term “religious fanatic”
was used only to refer to the Muslims
while Hindu rioters were exempt from
any such branding.”

Another interesting example that
Varadaraj gives regarding the biased
report is remarkable here. In protest of
US policies against its war on Iraq and
Afghanistan, some peopleinMaharastra’s
Malegaon distributed pamphlets entitled,
‘Be India, Buy Indian’, calling for a
boycott of Coca cola and other American
companies. The police rushed in to stop
the campaign and some people were
killed in firing. However, when it was
reported, the media said that “pro-Osama
bin Laden’ leaflets had been distributed.
Varadarajan (2008)° also gives examples
for incidents of communal riots where
apparently Muslims were the victims,
but media created a false and dangerous
impression that the victims were Hindus.
Investigating the undercurrents of the
media from within the organization
as a journalist, he has identified three
major reasons for media’s continuous
projection of the alleged aggressiveness
of the Muslims:

* The average newspaper’s over-
reliance on the police for news and
information, given the communal
bias of the police force. It has been
found that during the riot time
police are the main source of the
information. It is to be noted that the
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national and international level are able
to justify their action against any social
group (Shaheen, 2016). One of the major
findings of the famous report by a seven-
committee headed by Rajinder Sachar
to the government of India in 2006 was
that the largest minority in the country
namely Muslims were facing severe
steretypeification. With the production
of a stereotype, as Joseph Boskin (1980)
noted, ‘a standardized mental picture,
or series of pictures’ and ‘staggeringly
tenacious in its hold over rational
thinking’ is created.

The construction of symbols and
stereotypes begins with presenting the
specific trait of some event/individual as
the general characteristic of such an event
type or a group. Once the relationship
is established, the event is symbolized
and equated with the group in question.
As Walter Lippmann (1922) states the
danger of stereotype in the media is that
once they are created, “We are told about
the world before we see it. We imagine
most things before we experience them.
And those perceptions ... govern deeply
the whole process of perception."”

The construction of stereotypes has been
purposeful and they serve to justify the
marginal status of some sections in the
society or to ensure a social distance
from such stereotyped social groups.
Just like how the African-American have
been portrayed in the American media is
known to the world today, the depiction
of the Arabs in the Western media
has drawn the attention of the media
critiques. The stereotypes are created by
generalizing a personal and individual
incident as a collective traits and
group behavior. Thus any act of crime
committed by an individual belonging to
a particular community is being reported
as if it is due to his belongingness to
that particular community and thus
establishing a connection between the

crime and the identity of the perpetuator.

Just like generalization of the personal
or odd events, decontextualisation of the
event has been another major language
game by which the media contribute
to the framing of the community in the
target. The absence of context while
reporting certain kinds of incidents,
especially of violence, is purposefully
maintained to send the devised
messages. This kind of reporting is
practiced when the matter of issue takes
place between the marginalized groups
and the dominant sections. Presentation
of the news without giving adequate
contextual explanation, no need to say,
adds to the negative portrayals of the
group, thus creating or maintaining a
cynical relationship between the groups.
For example, the reports of violence that
followed the publication of the cartoons
of Prophet Muhammad depicting him
as a terrorist turbaned with bombs.
The cartoons were so provocative for
the Muslims and some of them took to
streets to protests against the Danish
newspapers. Media reported the protests
and violence in some places as the
response of entire Muslim societies and
as if these incidents and reactions had no
background to them or historical context.
Overlooking the cartoon, the reports
focused on Muslims” violence, whereby
Muslims were represented as shattering
European values and all Muslims were
portrayed as fundamentalists.

Inanyformofthedistorted representation,
the dangerous consequence is the
stigmatization of the groups involved,
the consequences of which are far
reaching. Following Goffman (1963)?
stigma affects the entire socio-cultural
life of the individual or group attached
with, since it signifies an “attribute that
is deeply discrediting” and that reduces
the bearer “from a whole and usual
person to a tainted, discounted one.” An
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resources. Marginalisation may be based
on the existing patterns of social division
between groups defined in terms of race
and ethnicity, orbased ongenderand caste
along economic, cultural, and political
lines. The phenomena may manifest
in different forms depending upon the
nature of social, economic, geographic
and political characteristics of the given
society. In addition, its manifestation
may vary from state to state and society
to society, from genocide or ethnic-
cleansing and other xenophobic acts/
activities at one end of the spectrum, to
more basic economic and social hardships
at both the individual and familial level.
The forms of marginalization may also
vary according to the existing patterns of
distribution of different forms of capital -
economic, social and cultural.

Thus the questions such as, how are
minorities represented in the print
media? how are women portrayed
on television? etc. will help reveal the
systems of repression inside specific
social structures and marginalization
of particular social group in the entire
social system. A numerous studies in
media content have already identified
the problems related to representation
of the marginalized (Ewart & Snowden,
2012). The representation has been noted
for either repressive absence or distorted
presence of the groups such as minorities,
urban poor, lower castes, and women.

The under-representation in the media
means that a certain social group is
overlooked by the media and not
given adequate space for presentation
of their socio-cultural life. It has been
well established that despite most
of the modern nation states having
adopted the multicultural policies, the
cultural diversities are not reflected
through their media. The problem
of underrepresentation can be better
identified by looking at the frequency

of representation in the media coverage
of the group in question. The frequency
may be evaluated by means of the
proportionality criterion, which states
that total minority representation should
approximate the minority’s proportion in
the population. Media researchers have
shown that the impact of marginality
of the excluded groups in the media
only serves to embed their invisibility
in society, which may push them away
from being active citizens and contribute
to social tensions.

However, it may be erroneous to assume
that by increasing frequency of the
representation in the media we may be
able to change the social status of the
marginalized groups, because the high
frequency of the representation may
not necessarily bring the communities
or groups at margins to the mainstream
or the centre. Instead, such a trend
may aggravate the situation furthering
marginalisation and social exclusion.
In other words, the question regarding
the portrayal of the marginalized
communities in media is very significant
to understand the problem of the social
exclusion prevailing in that society.
Several studies from across the globe
which tried to look into question
of minority and media have shown
that it is not underrepresentation but
misrepresentation that the marginalized
sections are facing today. The major
technique of the misrepresentation is a
particular language game, which could
be analysed through two major processes
- generalization and decontextualisation
in reporting and representing events and
groups.

Language Game and Techniques
of Social Exclusion
It is a truism to say that creation of

stereotype has been a major technique
by which the political players both at
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Media Language and Social Exclusion
Analysing the role of Media in
marginalization of Muslims in India

Dr. Faisal K.P
Assistant Professor, Aligarh
Muslim University Centre, Malappuram

Abstract

Mass media are considered as the major democratizing agent and at the same time the
safeguard of a democratic and inclusive society. However, what is more important from
a sociological point of view is that the use of a particular language by means of selection
and omission, communication media creates new forms of action and interaction in the
social world, new kinds of social relationships and new ways of relating to others and to
oneself. So one of the fundamental questions regarding the functioning of media in the
society is about the role it plays in establishing or maintaining a specific social order in
which certain sections of the society are facing discrimination or marginalition.

In the democratic form of social system, media are supposed to play a great role in terms
of mobilization of the people and strengthening inclusive citizenship by functioning as
a watchdog of social justice. However, several contemporary studies have shown how
contemporary media have failed to meet these shared expectations playing a significant
role in creating and perpetuating such a discriminatory social system, in which the
marginalized communities are denied full citizenship rights. Since the nature of power
relations in modern society is largely linguistic and discursive in its essence, the role
of mass media in creating and maintaining a particular social order is significant. My
concern here is to look into some of these questions while trying to understand the
media’s engagements with the socially excluded groups.

Key words: Social Exclusion, Mass media, marginalization

Introduction

Mass media speak directly to the
people and hence they dominate the
socio-cultural life of modern societies,
and therefore are of intense interest
to social scientists. Because of the
importance of the Mass Media, media
and communication studies constitute
a broad, diverse and interdisciplinary
complex, involving humanities and
the social sciences as well as portions
of the natural sciences. Such studies

have helped to caution against both the
intended and unintended consequences
of the media focusing around the issues
of democracy, access, and the creation of
new public spheres.

The term social exclusion is generally
used to mean the process in which the
individuals and groups are excluded
from the prevalent social systems and
placed at the margins in the structures of
power and privilege, opportunities and
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period of annually practiced hajj, once at
a year, which is happening annually, and
starts from the month of Dul Hijja, the
12" month of Hijra Calender. The term
also means seasons, summer to summer,
winter to winter and birth to birth.

Image schema

S/ /sana/

Time Period Time Period

Comfort Difficulty
Relaxation Hardship
Abund Drought

undance Both plural and

Singular singular

Mawl/

/hidzads/
Time Period
10.5 months Time Period
Divorce Seasons
Death / Summer to summer
- Humanbody / Hajj
. oriented / Agreement

\\(E‘}reast feeding) g

This study has revealed that the term
year has synonyms in the Holy Qur’an.
It is found that it is not equivalent to the
term year and has different meanings
for each one. The translators rendered
the meaning of these terms almost
same without enough meaning. Those
meanings are not complete and clear.
The frame semantic approach helped to
understand more from exegesis other
than the authentic dictionary meanings
and Qur’an translations. This analysis
through Fillmore’s frame semantic
approach is the best method to analyze
all the related concepts and find the exact
meaning

References

e Ali, A. Y. (1987). The meaning of the Holy
Quran. Formatted by William B

e Brown. Fahad Holy Quran Printing
Complex

e Arberry AJ. (1995). The Koran interpreted,

New York: Macmillan.

e  Hillali,Al Khan, Mubhsin. (1997).
Interpretation of the meanings of the Noble

*  Quran. King fahad complex for the printing
of the Holy Quran, Madina, K.S.A.

e Palmer, Frank. (1981). Semantics. Second
edition. Cambridge: cambro=idge
university — press

e Pickthal, M.M. (1930). The holy Quran with
English translation. Qudratulla co.

e urdu bazar, Lahore.

e Pickthal, M.M. (1971). The Meaning of the
Glorious Qur’an: Text and Explanatory
Translation. Daar al kithab allabanaani
Beirut. Labanon.

e Cruse, D.A. (1986). Lexical Semantics.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

e Ashraf, M. (2021). The Translatability of
Time and Temporal Expressions in Quran.
Translation Theory, Tools Techniques and
Tactics, 131-143.

Webliography

* https://isubqo.com/thafseer/english/
mohammed-marmaduke-wil/sura/
aladiyat

e https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frame_
semantics

* https://isubqo.com/thafseer/english/
mohammed-marmaduke-wil/sura/
aladiyat

e https://mershoncenter.osu.edu/research-
projects/concept-time-koran

e https://mqaall.com/difference-year-year-
year-argument/

e https://www.slideshare.net/syukran.
org/time-and-the-quran

e https://tafaser.com/tag/ % D8%A7%D9
%84%D8%BI%D8%A7%D9 %85-%D9 %
88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD %D9%88
%D9%84-9%D9%88%D8% A7 % D9 %84 % D8
%B3%D9%86%D8%A9/

e https://tafsir.app/

*  https://shamela.ws/

Endnotes

1. George Lakoff. 2004: 15

2. The meanings of the Holy Quran (1934) by
Ali (1872-1953).

3. Interpretations of the meanings of the
Noble Quran (1977) by Al-Hilali(1895-1990)
and Khan (1925-).

4. The Holy Quran with English Translation
(1930) by Pickthal (1875-1936) and

5. The Koran Interpreted (1955) by A ] Arberry
(1905-1969).

e YAy



Investigated lexical | The semantic components

items Time duration |Lunaryear |Drought | Ease and abundance

sana + - + -

aam + + - +

haul + -+ 0 %)

hijaj + + 0 0

Table 2 Componential analysig of sana, aam, haul and hijaj

Conclusion

The translation of the Qur’an into
modern languages has always been a
difficult issue in Islamic theology, they
argue that the Qur’anic text should not
be isolated from its true form to another
language or written form, at least not
without keeping the Arabic text with
it. Furthermore, an Arabic word, like
a Hebrew or Aramaic word, may have
a range of meanings depending on the
context - a feature present in all Semitic
languages when compared to English,
Latin, and Roman languages - making an
accurate translation even more difficult.
According to Islamic theology, the
Qur’an is a revelation very specifically in
Arabic, and so it should only be recited in
Qur’anic Arabic. Translations into other
languages are necessarily the work of
humans and so, according to Muslims,
no longer possess the uniquely sacred
character of the Arabic original.

The task of translating the Qur’an is not
an easy one, especially in terms related
to time; some native Arab speakers will
confirm that some Qur’anic passages
are difficult to understand even in the
original Arabic script. A part of this is
the innate difficulty of any translation;
in Arabic, as in other languages, a single
word can have a variety of meanings.
There is always an element of human
judgment involved in understanding
and translating a text. This factor is made

more complex by the fact that the usage of
words has changed a great deal between
classical and modern Arabic. As a result,
even Qur'anic verses, which seem
perfectly clear to native Arab speakers
accustomed to modern vocabulary and
usage, may not represent the original
meaning of the verse.

The original meaning of a Qur’anic
passage will also be dependent on the
historical circumstances of the Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) life and the
early community in which it originated.
Investigating  that context wusually
requires detailed knowledge of hadith
and prophetic era, which are vast and
complex. This introduces an additional
element of uncertainty that cannot be
eliminated by any linguistic rules of
translation.

sana has the meaning of bad, difficulty,
tiredness, hardship and density. This
term occurred in situations like drought
time, scarcity of water and rainless season.
This term always comes with adverse
conditions and incidents. aam has the
meaning of goodness. This term occurred
in Qur’an in all contexts with a positive
meaning. This term always comes with
positive things like harvesting fruits, the
rainy season, and good times. haul The
term doesn’t mean a complete year, haul
means 10 months and half. The term
hijaj, it is seasonal, means birth to birth
period of sheep, which is twice a year, a
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be treated unfairly on account of
her child, nor father on account of
his child, And on the (father’s) heir
is incumbent the like of that (which
was incumbent on the father). If they
both decide on weaning, by mutual
consent, and after due consultation,
there is no sin on them. And if you
decide on a foster suckling-mother
for your children, there is no sin on
you, provided you pay (the mother)
what you agreed (to give her) on
reasonable basis. And fear allah and
know that allah is All-Seer of what
you do. (Hilali & Khan)

* The mothers shall give such to their
offspring for two whole years, if the
father desires to complete the term.
(Yusuf Ali)

* Mothers shall suckle their children
for two whole years ;( that is) for

those who wish to complete the
suckling (Pickthall)

* Mothers shall suckle their children
two years completely, for such as
desire to fulfill the suckling. (Arberry)

‘)6-“’ u9’>b 4.IL¢.§9 dlo>g L{DJS alo99
u\ &)9‘ )y JB & u.a.!ﬂ &bg W] &b 13
u|9 SsVly leg uL‘: o] il d.uo.su).iwl
Wu-’lu"".)')usurjcj“oboba)’ l}:JLaJA.Cl

wa hamluhu wa fis*:luhu: Oal:aBu:na fahra

And we have enjoined on man to be
dutiful and kind to his parents. His
mother bears him with hardship. And
she brings him forth with hardship, and
the bearing of him, and the weaning of
him is thirty months, till when he attains
full strength and reaches forty years, he
says : “My Lord! Grant me the power and
ability that I may be grateful for Your
favour which you have bestowed upon
me and upon my parents, and that I may
do righteous good deeds, such as please
you, and make my offspring good. Truly,
I have turned to You in repentance, and
truly, Iam one of the Muslims (Submitting
to Your Will).” (hilali & khan)

e o () s qzx,u ol il Js)

;L.oddmd.lc |u|.)u|199dd..&

qa:la inni: url.du ?an unklhaka ihda ibnatajja

ha:taini fala ?an ta?d3urani: 0Oama:nija

hidzadzin

*  On condition that you serve me for
eight years (hilali & khan)

¢ On condition that thou serve me for
eight years (yoosuf ali)

* On condition that thou hirest
thyself to me (for the term of ) eight
pilgrimages. (pickthal)

*  On condition that thou hirest thyself
to me for eight years. (arberry)

Word/translator sana aam haul hijaj
Al Hilali and Khan | years years years years
Yusuf Ali years years years years
Pickthall years years years pilgrimage
Arberry years years years years
Table 1

The translations of the words sana,aam,haul and hijaj in the four translations.
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usual, but that which ye reap, leav it in
the ear, all save a little of that which eat.
(Pickthall)

He said, “You shall sow seven years
after your wont; what you have
harvested leave in the ear, excepting a
little whereof you eat. (Arberry)

43y ol Blsy a8 ple 3 sy o b o

(44 Chwgy) Dgrosy
umma jati: min badi 0Oalika a:mun feehi
juyabu nnaasi va feehi jSasiru:n

* “Then thereafter will come a year
in which people will have abundant
rain and in which they will press
(wine and oil).” (Hilali & Khan)

* “Then will come after that [period]
a year in which the people will have
abundant water, and in which they
will press [wine and oil].” (Yusuf Ali)

* Then, after that, will come a year
when the people will have plenteous
crops and when they will press (wine
and oil). (Pickthall)

* Then thereafter there shall come
a year wherein the people will be
succoured and press in season.

(Arberry)

wu)l‘o.e.‘swlsussul! L>-9; LL»)IVUZ.Jg
(\iuy&&)l

wa lagad ?arsalna: nu:han ?ila: qaumihi: fa
labifa fi:him ?alfa sanatin ?illa: xamsi:na
¢:mman fa ?axadahumu t‘u:fa:nu wa hum
o%:limu:n

* And indeed we sent Nuh (Noah)
to his people, and he stayed among
them a thousand years less fifty
years (inviting them to believe in
the oneness of Allah (Monotheism),
and discard the false gods and other

deities]; and the deluge overtook
them while they were wrong doers
(polytheists or disbelievers) (Hilali &
Khan)

* We [once] sent Noah to his people,
and he tarried among them a
thousand years less fifty: but the
Deluge overwhelmed them while
they [persisted in] sin. (Yusuf Ali)

* And verily we sent Noah (as our
messenger) unto his folk, and he
continued with them for a thousand
years save fifty years ; and the
flood engulfed the, for they were
wrongdoers (Pickthall)

* Indeed, We sent Noah to his people,
and he tarried among them a
thousand years, all but fifty; so the
Flood seized them, while they were
evildoers. (Arberry)

5Aa8 GJoe Gadksl asy SIG)

3;_%)) 3959031 s iawl AN ijl )

lmios 31 s LSS Y dwﬁu 555055

oes sz, J 3 Y5 bl 52015 5L

- 30¢

w&y&yw bbluts qJJJwUJISjt
|WM ol fwﬂ NE I.&e_la ’Ct; mjstws
‘w 1S Mu 13) exxg (RN ‘QSﬁlgl
ok ey A1 3 galely A1 1655 “Sgmall

(\'\"\”o).b.” (M

walwa:lida:tu  jurdiiSna  ?aula: dahunna
haulaini ka:mileini 1i man ?ara:da ?an
jutimma rradfa:Sa

* The mothers shall give suck to their
children for two whole years, (that
is) for those (parents) who desire to
complete the term of suckling, but the
father of the child shall bear the cost
of the mother’s food and clothing on
a reasonable basis. No person shall
have a burden laid on him greater
than he can bear. No mother shall
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Thus, a word activates or evokes a frame
of semantic knowledge relating to the
specific concept to which it refers.

Aim of the Study

This study aims to find out the semantic
distance among the four temporal terms
related to the meaning ‘year” used in the
Holy Quran. And also tries to depict the
translations of these synonyms by the
Qur’an translators.

Holy Qur’an and Translation

The expert translators confirm that
rendering the Holy Qur’an into a foreign
language is only about transmitting
the meanings of the text into the target
language since literal translation is
inconceivable and cannot deliver the
intended message behind the verses
(Zarkani, 1945). Moreover, many
words in the Holy Qur’an have more
than one meaning, and therefore, the
translators must be careful when they
choose the proper equivalent of these
words. This entails referring to various
Qur’anic exegeses to determine the exact
meaning of the lexemes (Hassan, 2003,
p- 40). Abobaker Ali, Brakhw, Nordin,
Shaiklsmail, and Humanity (2012)
investigated the linguistic difficulties
that translators of the Holy Quran face,
among which is rendering some Islamic
items that lack equivalence in the target
language. This compels translators to use
the communicative manner by giving
approximate meanings such as [l
(alms giving). This confirms that any
translation of the Holy Qur>an is “bound
to be little more than an approximation
of the source language text” (Al-Malik,
1995, p. 3).

The eloquence and beauty of the Qur’an
is incomparable that it is considered to
be the ultimate reference for the Arabic
rhetoric, grammar, and syntax (Ubaidat,
1990). It employs many stylistic,

linguistic and rhetorical features that
may impose even more challenges on the
translators, especially when it comes to
literary devices such as metaphor, irony,
polysemy, metonymy, simile, synonymy
and homonymy. Therefore, translators
should not ignore such semantic features
when attempting to translate the
Qurranic text.

In light of the difficulties mentioned
above, it must be noted that translators
of the Holy Quran need to have a
linguistic competence in classical Arabic,
including syntax and rhetoric, in order to
understand the linguistic and rhetorical
structures of the Qur>anic verses. Beyond
all these notions regarding the translation,
it's very essential to understand the
views by Fillmore’s semantics view.

Year terms in Holy Qur’an

The study is to examine the semantic
distance of the terms sana, aam, haul
and hijaj in four Qur’an translations
from different times and religious
backgrounds. They are:?

pidax b Ly ope g oses JB
oolsh s S W s B e

(i\/m%)
qa:la tazraumna saba sini:na daaban fama:

hasathum fadaru:hu fee sumbulihi: illa:
qali:lan mimma: thakulu:n

[Yusuf (Joseph)] said: “For seven
consecutive years, you shall sow as usual
and that (the harvest) which you reap
you shall leave it in the ears, (all) except
a little of it which you may eat. (Hilali &
Khan)

[Joseph] said: “For seven years shall ye
diligently sow as is your wont: and the
harvests that ye reap, ye shall leave them
in the ear,- except a little, of which ye
shall eat. (Yusuf Ali)

He said: Ye shall sow seven years as

e YAV



Temporal Entities Related to “Year’ in the
Holy Qur’an: A Frame Semantic Approach

Muhammed Ashraf K

Research Scholar, Department of Linguistics,
University of Kerala, India

Abstract

The study deals with semantic analysis of temporal terms in Arabic ‘aam” /¢:m/,
‘sana’ /sana/, ‘haul’ /hawl/ and ‘hijaj’ /hidsads/; year in the Holy Qur’an. This
study explores how translators rendered these synonyms into English. It also
explores the strategies used by different Qur’an translations in rendering these
synonyms into English and to find which translations could be more semantically
sensible than others based on exegesis. The findings reveal that some Qur’anic
terms are untranslatable, and finding an appropriate and faithful equivalent in the
target language is not possible. The differences and the scarcity of lexical equivalent
rendered in the target language are analyzed. The aim of the study is to depict how
these terms are different from each other and how much they give the semantic
equivalence of the original. This paper follows Charles J. Fillmore’s frame semantics.

Keywords: Cognitive Linguistics, Frame Semantics, Semantic Equivalence, Qur’an,

Temporal Expressions.

Introduction

A word can express and disseminate a
myriad of implications, connotations,
and attitudes in addition to its basic
“dictionary” meaning. And a word often
has near-synonyms that differ from
it solely in these nuances of meaning.
So, finding the right lexical choice to
use in any particular situation is very
important in terms of semantic aspects.
This study also tries to look at these
synonyms through Fillmore’s frame
semantics.Frame is a mental structure
which evokes naturally when we use
language’. It defines and determines

the meaning through the knowledge
based on conceptualization. The basic
or fundamental idea of frame is that one
cannot comprehend the meaning of a
word without approach to all essential
knowledge that related to the sense of
the word. For instance, who didn’t see
an ocean would never get complete
sense of it. It is the experience of ocean
that makes the meaning, though ocean
can be described with similar words and
things. The ocean as a frame is formed
through understanding of epistemic sign
such as wave’s infinite presence of water
and constant winds with salty droplets.
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