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Higher Education and Curriculum

Innovation in Nigeria

OGUNLADE O. Oyeronke

and

AHMED A. Mulkah

Introduction

It isa basictruththattheschool isamini-society andstudents, therein, willhaveto go
back to the larger society after acquiring the intended knowledge. Thus, the needs of
the society have to be considered atany point intime. Every time, especially, inthis age
oftechnology, there isnosteadiness inthe needs ofthe society, therefore, it isrequired
to change curriculum tomatch the needs. In the course ofcurriculum innovation, itis
always discovered thattherole of theteacher isslighted, which should notbe.Teachers
need to introduce new adaptations in using new materials that may be introduced as
innovation. Anundergraduate curriculum isa formal academic planforthe learning
experiences of studentsin pursuit of a college degree. (Kathryn, Nora and Clifton)
(2001). According to them,curriculum includes:

Goalsset for learning (whichincludes skills, knowledge and attitudes);
the content in learning; the sequence or processes followed; learner's
instructional methods and activities, instructionalresources (materials);
evaluation and adjustments to teaching.

All the above information on undergraduatecurriculum inAmerican higher education
couldalso be borrowed tosuit Nigerian highereducation. Foraccessibility,quality and
coherence inundergraduate curriculum, lecturers should changetheirway(s) of teaching
andmovewithchange,introducing newmethods/ strategies to betterthe lotofstudents.
Various stakeholders in the success of Higher Education should call for increased
accountability. In innovation, thecurriculum shouldbegeared towardthe interest and
needs of students and society. Retention rates will be on the increase if students'
enrolments are considered with all seriousness. Science, technology and humanities
should be appropriately considered in increasing students' pursuits ofscience and
mathematics. Consideration should equally be given to scientific literacy and there
should be a wide gap between thescienceand non science undergraduates. Innovations
inNigerian undergraduate curriculum should emphasize (a) demonstration ofbroad



A

116

competence (b) integrative learning experiences across the curriculum and innovations
ininstructional methods and assessments (katheiyn, Nora and Clifton (no date).

Innovations must be creative, selective, andorganized; andmust involve the
utilization of human and material resources in new and unique ways. A good
curriculum isachanging curriculum. Innovation, according to Abdulraheem (1999)
means the new changes which acountry! must undergo in order to become useful
to herself and to the outside world. If such innovations are not effected on the
curriculum, the curriculum will soon become outdated because itwill beovertaken
by social and technological events. Curriculum in undergraduate programme
should undergo significant changes to ascertain relevant educational content in
all courses. Changes incurriculum are supposed to be planned well inadvance to
minimize lecturers' and students' misunderstanding.

There should be regular review of curriculum which will reveal whether
there is need for major change(s) in it. Curriculum so changed must ensure that
there is well rounded education that undergraduates are well prepared for the
future. Changes incurriculum are needed to keep itcurrent and relevant. Revisions
orchange incurriculum normally take place after due consultations with education
stakeholders.

Moreover, innovation is regarded as a new way of doing something new and
useful. The goal of innovation is always positive change, making someone or
something better, although, it equally involves risk. Itoccurs whetherwithnegative or
positive result. An idea,a changeoran improvement is regarded as an innovation,
whenit isput to useandanytime itcauses social orevencommercial re-organization.
According toLueke and Katz (2003), innovation is generally understood asthe successful
introductionofa new thing or method. It involves the blendof knowledgeto produce
original, relevant, valued newproducts and services. Inthis paper, therefore, thegoals
ofhigher educationarehighlighted, curriculum and innovation are also adequately defined
inthe context ofhigher education.

Curriculum Innovation/Change in Nigeria

Curriculum innovation is regarded as a crucial element for the future ofeducation
development. Innovations should be inspired by necessity to update the teaching
methods in the country's educational system. It should be stated that in this
educational system; educational goals, teaching materials and technological
relevance in every subject differ over time as a result of the country's technological
advancement. Curriculum should be geared towards this advancement.

No matter the kind of innovation in curriculum, it should be geared towards the
needsof the learners. Curriculum innovation isnecessaiy ineducationfor teachers and
students as it serves as a guide to educational programmes. Such curriculum innovation
creates newness ofrequirement that schools must meet in learning and teaching. They


















