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PREFACE

Rooted in humanism, a philosophy which places premium on human nature and
values, “The Humanities” are primarily concerned with liberal education as a tool for the
cultivation of strong moral values and sound intellectual capabilities. They are those
academic disciplines which explore aspects of human society and culture, and they exist in
the school curriculum today in sharp contradistinction to The Natural Sciences and,
sometimes, The Social Sciences. Without any central discipline, again in contrast to The
Natural Sciences, The Humanities employ critical or speculative methods of enquiry, with a
significant historical element. History therefore appears to be one of the most important
subjects in this group of disciplines. The Humanities include language, literature, history,
philosophy, human geography, sociology, law, political science, religion and art. In the Basic
and Secondary School nomenclature, they are “art subjects” and in many colleges and
universities all over the world, there is a Faculty, College or School of Arts either existing
independently or co-existing with an allied discipline such as The Social Sciences. _

The Humanities have undergone a chequered history and experienced fluctuating
fortunes since the Renaissance Period. While, understandably, English in Nigeria' has
continued to enjoy a pride of place in the curriculum at all levels of the school system, other
art subjects, including languages and literature, are not that privileged. History as an
autonomous subject has since been phased out of the primary and junior secondary school
curricula as Christian Religious Studics and Islamic Studies are struggling to keep afloat. In
Colleges of Education and Universities, the 40-60 admission ratio in favour of The Natural
Sciences, Applied Sciences and Technology to the detriment of The Humanities and
Management Sciences, has exacerbated the challenge. Enrolment in the elective Humanities
(i.e. excluding English and Economics) has therefore continued to dwindle in the face of non-
supportive official policy and the morale of teachers and learners cannot but be at a very low
ebb.

Concomitantly, the classroom climate is often lukewarm and devoid of any purposeful
and well-informed methodology. Against this unwholesome background, a fairly
comprehensive methodological manual of a sort, for both pre-service and in-service teachers
of The Humanities, especially at the all-important basic and secondary school levels, is
clearly a desideratum.

This 64-chapter book is structured into ten (10) sections, A to J, and the contributions
are judiciously spread over the theory, praxis and practice of humanities / arts education with
close reference to the Nigerian situation at the Basic and Secondary School levels. The
opening Section A, which covers Chapters | to 10, examines critically the historical
development in the status of the ten (10) target humanities in the school curricula, namely
English, Literature-in-English, Arabic, French, Yoruba, Christian Studies, Islamic Studies,
History, Economics and Social Studies with Civil Education.

Section B complements the opening section to further firmly ground trainees on
background concepts and issues vital for humanities instruction. The section explores the
nexus among the National Policy on Education, the curriculum, the syllabus, the scheme of
work and the lesson-plan; the principles of textbook selection and ulitisation; and the two
main broad pedagogical orientations — the teacher-centred and learner-centred instructional
approaches.

Across the four (4) target languages, Section C x-rays “what to teach in languages” as
essentially language structure, communicative skills, culture and civilisation, while Sections
D and E present respectively with copious and explicit illustrations the principles, methods,
techniques and resources for the teaching and leaming of these language elements.



Section F is devoted to the tcsti!lil'._ Of language structure and skills, ly,
inter-twines the teaching and testing of literature in the medium of English Secti(,n G
Yoruba, giving ample room for cross-linguistic ms;g!ns‘ m}d extrapolations, Thc't Araby, ang
testing of religious education (in ﬂlf:.‘, twm‘fon.ns of (,hnsl!an and Islamic Studffac
purview of Section H and the penultimate Section l rcquctlvcly, while the bOka are gy,
the social dimension of The Humanities, focusing in Section J on the teaching Closeg Wit
Economics and Social Studies. and esting of

All the twenty-five (25) contributors 0 this rich and timely compendium
teachers/teacher educators with cumulative professional experience at the Sale are Vetery,
and tertiary education levels, within and outside Nigeria, spanning between b 'dsecon
over four decades respectively. I strongly hope that pre-service and in-service tcachecade a
Humanities and researchers at all major rungs of the educational ladder would ﬁndersoof'[he
to be an illuminating resource material and an indispensable professional comPanionthls book

R. Adebayo LAWAL, Ph.p,
Ilorin, Nigeria :
6th August, 2020
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CHAPTER 28
TEACHING GRAMMAR IN YORUBA LANGUAGE

Victoria O. OGUNNIRAN &
Surajudeen A. BADRU

_ INTRODUCTION
In this chapter we are going to be discussing grammar as the mental system of rules
and catepories that allow humans to form and interpret the words and sentences of their
language. Grammar is the business of taking a language to pieces, to see how it works.
Grammar and words cannot be separated. In fact, in learning any word we are also learning
something about its grammar.

OBJECTIVES
At the end of this chapter, you should be able to:
define and explain parts of speech;
explain the process of noun formation in Yoruba;
mention and explain types of clauses in Yoruba; and
mention and explain types of sentences in Yoruba.

PARTS OF SPEECH

Il}u.c, are parts of speech in Yoruba Noun (Oro-oruko) Adjective (Or -apéjawe);
Adverb (Qro- aponlé); Preposition (Oro- alokun), Verbs (Oro -ise); Conjunction (Qrg-asopo);
Pronoun (()ro arOpo ortiko); Pronominal (Oro-aropo afarajoriko).

Or¢-Orike (Noun)

Noun is used to express a range of meanings such as concepts, organisations,
communities, sensations and events. Nouns can be used to modify other nouns; it can be used
to construct appropriate possessive forms. A noun can be the subject or object of a sentence;
Examples:

i, Adedla Alabi fé omo ilé-¢ko giga (Alabi is a noun that modifies another noun

B # "
— e

Adéola).
ii. Abebi lo si abulé (Abebi: subject of the sentence).
iii. Abebi 10 si abilé (abulé: object of the sentence).
iv. Alaafia ni iya agba wa (alaafia: noun can be abstract).
v. Iwé kan ni omo naani (iwé:noun can be countable).
vi. ly¢ papo ni won fi si obe (iyo: the uncountable noun).
vii. Ayoola dé ni alé (Ayoolé: proper noun).

vii. Qkunrin j¢ akanda Olodumare (okunrin; collective noun).
()rq-lsc; (Verbs) ‘ _ .
A verb is a word used to describe an action, state or occurrence, and forming the main
element/part of the predicate of a sentence, such as “hear”, “go”, “eat”. The following are the

types of verbs; o L
1. ()ro ise akanmoriko (compound verb) ni gro-ise ti a kan m¢ gro-oniko.

Apt:rc; korin, kawé, jalé, soro, laju, dan.
1. ()ro -ise alapépada (echoing verb) ni oro-ise ti 0 din ni ¢émeji nini gbolohun kan.

Apt,rt; kuku, da dé, ro ro= Oli dé mi d4 ige naa. '
. Qro-ise s,.lcla (splitting verb) ni or¢-ise kan ti a le pinsi méji, ti a si le fi apéla-oruko

$iddrin re nind gbolohun kan. Apere: bajé, gbagbd. = (1). Iya ba omo je jé.2). Mo gba

olikd mi gbo. e e A AR e
Oro-ise asoluwadabo (symmctri(,al verb) ni oro-iseti 6 le so oluwa di abg atiabo di

oluwa. Apg,rt, se. (i — Aisan i se Oli= Olu 1 se aisan.
v. ( _)m iscasinpo (scrial verb) two or more verbs in a sentence.
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J\perc: Sadé ra epa je.
vi. Oro-ise abodé (simple verb) one verb in a sentence -
Apere: Adé sun i .
Vii. (:)ﬁ‘)'-igsc a]éingébé (intransitive verb) has a subject but no direct object.
Apere: 11é Qba dara ,
viii. Of{;’-i‘;c aglfz)‘:b{) (transitive verb) has a subject and one (or more) objects.
Aperg: Baba gbin ogede.
Qr?Alfiugrlfgt)i’:: i(.v.Aadj\:;ziv:ghich describes or tells us more abqut a not;l{:- fﬁﬂ]cc’uve and
noun go together in sentences. Examples are tutu, wuwo, naa, kékeré, pupa, funiun, giga.
Orisi Eyan= Types of Adjective .
(1) Evan Ajéniko: (noun that modifies another noun) Apere:

o Aji ode pa Okété.

e IIé adiye ti kiin. ek e i
(i1) Evan-asapéjiwe: (descriptive adjective) ni ¢yan ti 11 se apejuwe oro-oruko ti 6 11 yan.
Apere: pupd didi, kékeré, pupa, funfun.

e Baba k¢ ilé pupo.

e Baba pupa ra oko funfun. ) )

(111). Eyzin—asbﬁké (the adjective that gives the number of noun that it qualifies),
Apt;n;: méfa, manin-un, méje
e Ile méfa ni baba ko.
e Omo kan ni iya aléaro bi.
(iv). Eyan-asifihan: (the adjective that points out the noun it qualifies specifically).
Apere; yii, wonyen, wonni, yen, wonyi, Ohun
e Ord yii ni baba w4 ilé si.
° Aga wonyen ti bajé.
(v). Eyan-atokaasafihan (the adjective that points to noun, Example: naa, gan-an, paapaa
e Aso naa wu Aina.
e Emi gan-an mo Lokdja.
Oro Apénlé (Adverb)
An adverb is a word that tells us something about a verb in a sentence. Apere: die,
yobo, kanim¢kanmg, gboo, yanmu, rakorako, ning, fiofio, gelete.
i. Adike rin kinmokinmd.
1. Igi ga fiofio.
(:)rt}—attjkt‘m (Preposition)

A preposition is a word used to link nouns, pronouns, or phrases to other words within a
sentence. It acts to connect the people, objects, time and location of a sentence. It is normally
placed in front of nouns. Apere: ni, si, fi, pélu, ba, ti.

1. Ojo 10 plpg ni an4.
‘ i.. Asik¢ fi mginmdin je éko.
Org-Arépé Oriike (Pronoun)

A pronoun is a word that can replace a noun or noun phrase. A pronoun can stand as a

subject or object of a sentence, and also as a qualifier of a noun.

. Apere 0r0-aropo orniko ni ipo oliwa (subject) ni: mo, o, 6, a, ¢, won, mo.
. Apere 0ro-aropo orike ni ipo abo (object) ni, mi, e, wa, yin, won.
iii. Apere 0ro-aropod oniko ni 1O €yan) (qualifier) ni, mi, re, wa, yin, wa.
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Oro-asopo
Qro-asopo (conjugction is a word that connects two words, clause, or sentences
together. Apere: ti, dun, péli, afi/dyafi, amo, sugbén, boya/tabi, aibosi/ anbotorl, afibéléntasé
i, Adéold je amala Amé ko té ¢ Iorun. ' 15
L, 1 Abebi bi omo sighén ko ni ow6 16wo.
()rq-ArqpoAfa_rajon’:ko-(Pronominal) vt
. I"ropommals can be used in place of nouns like pronouns
Apere: Emi, iwo, oun, awa, ¢yin, awon. '
i. Emi ni o se isé naa. .
‘ 1.  Iwo yoo pari isé naa.
0 @-ﬁgb:?so (Direct and indirect speech)
e remgliﬁztssgzﬁgn?g‘;?z :exactiy what someone has said; while indirect speech is how

Direct speech Indirect speech

Mo lo si Ek6 O ni dun Io sf Eke.

No }O. si Eko O ni dun o 1o si Fké.

A lg s1 Epé O so pe awon lo §i Epé.

» We use these words to give the report: 1éri pé, pase pé, so, wi pé, so fun, béére, salaye.
Thun ¢rg atiiscda or¢-oriikg (word structure and noun formation)

Word structure is the combination of sounds to form words, e.g: 19. (cv-kf), ede (vcy ki)
Noun formation is the way we combine words together to form nouns; the following steps are
followed:

i. Nipa lilo afomo ibere (prefix): e.g. a, e, i, 0, ati, oni, on, etc.
Apere: ati+je=atije, i+fe=ifé, on+té = onte, ai+sun=aisin,
ii. Nipa afdomo aarin (infix); ki, ki, dé, r, ni, si.
Apere: omokomo, irandiran, ijekuje, opolopo, ilésilé.
iii. Nipa apetunpé ¢lébe (partial reduplication)
Apere: Ko = K+i+ko = kiko (konfisénanti ibéré oro- ise+ mofiimu —‘i’- +0ro-

isenaa.)

iv. Nipa apétinpé kikin (full reduplication) fiin oro 1se ati ord 6ruko.
Apere: wolétwolé = woléwolé, dana+dana = danadana, ésutosu = osoosu,
odin+odun = odoodiin, 0san+0san = QsQQsan. '

v. Nipa sise isunki odidi gbolohun (sentence contraction): Examples; Adé gbé

oy¢ ga = Adégbdyega.

Aranrig (Assimilation)

The sound that has power to overcome the other one that is weak and it changes it to

itself. Examples:

i.  Aranmowaji (progressive assimilation) the sound that has power moves
forward, to change the next sound. Apere; opa-iléke=Opaaleke, Oja-
iba=Qjaaba, Ilé-isé=ileese. Faweli iwaju ti org-oniko akoko (4, a, €) ni agbara
lati so faweli ti 6 sinm on di ara r¢.

ii. Aranméyin (regressive assimilation)
to change other sound to itself. Apere: a
faweli eyin ti o ni agbara ni (0, €).

iii. Aranmé alaiforo (contiguous assi
other and the strong one changes t
oju-ilu=ojuulu.

the word that is strong moves backward
ra-oko=arooko, iya-egbé=iyéegbe,

milation) when two sounds are beside each
he other one to itself. Apere: ilé-iwé=iléewe;



iv. Aranmé aford (non-contiguous assimilation) this occurs when one sound
jumps to another sound to change ltlé to itself.  Aperge:
i 150=0las0= ; oni =pnata=olata=alata.
Oni+aso=onaso=olaso=alaso, on!+ata~o' -
v. Aranmé kikin (total assimilation) this occurs when -thi Ta:ezll: vowel is
replaced by the strong vowel. Apere: obé-ila=obeela; oji-ilé=ojiulé.
ipﬁréje atiisiinki (Omission and contraction of sounds)

This happens in Yoruba, when one sound is omitted and the remaining sounds are

contracted together; a vowel or consonant sound can be omitted. Aperg:

i. akara Aka’a = Akaa ‘r’
i. Kékeré Keke’é = Kékeé ‘r’
iii. Y6060 = 60y
iv. Oju ibo 0jui’bo = ojibg ‘17’

Aweé-gbolohun (Clauses) _

" There are main and subordinate clauses. A main clause is a group of “.rords that can
stand on its own. It contains at least at a subject and a verb. This is sometimes called a
‘simple sentence’ or a finite sentence. A subordinate clause is a kind of group of words
attached to a main clause. The subordinate clause alone cannot make a complete sense.
Apere:

Main clause (Oléri) Surbordinate (Afarahe)

Baba y60 gbin agbado bi 0j0 bé ro

A se eye fiin oba ti 6 dé ade ileke

Adé y6o fo aso ki 6 16 we

Asa gbe omo adiye ni gba ti o n je kiri.
Apola (Phrase)

There are noun, verb and adverbial phrases. A noun phrase can take the place of a
noun in a sentence. A noun phrase can be the combination of a noun and an adjective in a
sentence. Apere:

i Babd anigbd ti ki (baba arigb6é ni apola oro-oruko = phrase). It is a

combination of “noun+adjective”.
il. Adébola pon omo (‘pon omo’ ni apola-ise = verb phrase).
iii.  Babd agba wa ni yara (‘wa ni yara’ni apola-aponlé=adverbial phrase of place).
CONCLUDING REMARKS

Grammar is taught in schools because grammar is the sentence-machine that makes

the students creative in communication. It acts as a kind of advance organiser for the

acquisition of a language. The learners of Yoruba must be guided on how to learn and use
grammar communicatively.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
] Mention 8 parts of speech and their functions.
2. Mention and explain the different clause types.
3. Explain how these words are formed: omokomo, ijekije, ilé, onko, aije.
4 Insert the omitted sounds; akaa, adua, Démola, yara, erdbinrin.
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