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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to i '
k. of SO 0 Iaiwar b:sﬁs:g:;i ’ Sth?n s(t;atus of Mother Tongue as a
_ , _ : gbomoso Zone, and also t
ascertain teachers’ perception on the status of Yoruba language instructional i »
in Nigeffan pre-basic and lower basic schools in the contextgof Natioi;?n:o;;susi
Education. The study adopted descriptive survey design. The sample size consi);red
of 300 pre-basic and lower basic school teachers in the public and private basic
schools. Teachers were selected using purposive sampling techniques from the five
local govemments in Oghomoso Zone. The 20 basic schools were selected using
stratified random sampling techniques, and the stratum took care of the public and
private schools. Questionnaire titled “Status of Yoruba Language in Basic
Schools” (SYLBS) was designed by the researchers for the study..Five research
questions were raised and answered, while research four hypotheses were tested
at the 0.05 level of significance. Data were analysed using percentages and the t-
test statistics. The results showed the perception of teachers on the status of
Yoruba in basic schools, 80% claimed that they did not ever consider the status of
' Yoruba language in the context of National Policy on Education, 20% of the
respondents confessed that they are aware of the mother policy but they found it
difficult to implement it because they were trained through the English Iangque, no
material in the local language, English language is the Ianguagg of exam{natron, thg
English is the language preferred by parents both in the PUb’fC af”-d private basic
schools, more importantly the local language is associated with fllftgracy. Rgsu;ts
further showed no significant differences in the responses of public and private.
, f Yoruba as a medium of
male and female, basic school teachers on the status 0 i Mg
instruction on the context National Policy Of Education. TI‘{e study é:v Oorf( 6’” os
Choice theory and Transitional language model in the theorgé!cgl :g?fn:‘iac?he.rs and
rfecommended that appropriate avenues should be provi e'fed in the NPE and
parents’ awareness of the status of Yoruba language as SP;C’;;mentaﬁon. Proper
adequate strategies should be put in place for their TP
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monitoring would be required to ensure compliance.

Keywords: Implementation, status, mother tongue (MT)_,_ basic schools (pre and
lower basic schools), foreign language, medium of instruction.

Introduction
The roles language plays in educational sector is very indispensable, it iSIthe

medium of impacting knowledge and the act of instruction between teachers ang
learners. Nothing can be perfectly done without the language in the institution of
learning. The language of instruction should be simple, meaningful and adequately
appropriate to pass instruction to learners. Language of instruction policies are
designed -to help maximize the benefits for learners during the instruction and
learning process in basic schools. Appropriate language of instruction policy in early
childhood education and for basic education potentially provides the children with a

head-start and good foundation for social and education progress.

It has long been acknowledged that educational outcomes may be negatively
affected if there is a difference between the languages which children speak at
home and the languages used in the educational system. Empirical studies for both
developed and developing countries show that pupils who have another home
language apart from the language of instruction experience higher dropout rates,
higher repetition rates and have lower levels of attainment and achievement

generally (Bamgbose, 2005; Lewis, 2006). Especially with respect to
disadvantaged, vulnerable groups, a difference between the home language and
the language of instruction has a negative influence on schooling attainment and
achievement. Therefore, (rnany students enter school facing a foreign medium of
instruction or a’ language that differs from the one spoken at home. Research
studies have consistently shown that children acquire linguistic and cognitive skills
more readily in their mother tongue and are then able to transfer these to a widely
used, national and regional language (Bamgbose, 2005).

Van Dyken (1990) argues that millions of African children find their first days at
basic schools bewildering as they are not only to adjust to the strange environment
of school, but also to a teacher who does not speak their language. Benson (2002)
asserts ‘that when teachers and pupils are both speaking the same language,
teachers can get a much better idea of what their pupils are learning (Klaus, 2003).
Benson (2000) affirms that pupils do not only benefit from the use of the mother
tongue in terms of cognitive skills and bilingualism, but also in terms of classroom
participation and self-confidence. The author argues that instruction in one’s home
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immediate and comprehensible feedback about :ﬁ:fpi"it t®achers can get more
learning, SO }hey can make more r ealistic €valuationg oiP t: ifnow o What they are
gecond, chfldren are allov.ved o express their fy)) rae" PUPIS” performances
experience In & 'anguage in which they are Competentn?zlazfs k;g(\)f\gedge e

' : » Dutcher,

eveloped
).these three languages

0 use them as media of
areas.

Basic education is the education given to children aged 0-15 years. There is
pre-basic class (créches, nursery and kindergarten), lower basic class 1-3, middie
basic 4-6 and upper basic class J.S.8.1-3 under basic education. The basic
education is pronounced free and compulsory for every Nigerian child of school
age. The purpose is to reduce the incidence of drop-out from formal school system,
through improved relevance, quality and efficiency (Federal Republic of Nigeria,
2013). The pronouncements concerning the language policy in pre-basic_and io?ver
basic is specific; that the mother tongue or the language qf the immediate
environment should be principally used as a medium of instruction. A numtfer of
goals are discussed for pre-basic education including amqng others; _gﬁectmg :al
smooth transition from home to school; and preparing the child for the prfmary lewef
of education and inculcating in the child social, norms and values. ThIS stage o

[ ' tors, then, they decided to make
schools is left mostly in the hands of the private sectors, - o
' i ' d renounced National Language y
their choice of language of education an
(FRN, 2013).

i t in order to

Mostly, training of teachers in the local languages Is-p::: T:: l:eachers, the

acﬁieve thc;se objectives. The disconcerted questions at':e;y adequately aware of
implementers of the language policy carried along, are

— overnment organize
the expected language in the pre-basic and basic schools, do g

ined through the strange
seminars to enlighten the teacher? The teachers ar® train

; e
' ailable in that language,
: : ion are sufficiently avaiiad ns 48 &

lan erials of instruction  the foreign languac
thE?:fZgr: aif:di Sthsbr\?iztus that teachers would :hdemcli:;latted teachers are sent to t::e
: i jon i tion. hey will use the

r truction in educa et of swedt, ¢
Eivzf? rreddlanguag|? thlgscome out with fish, after 2 lot
» and compelle
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iable and unproductive weapon to fulfil the objective, that is what is operating in
avai

Nigerian basic schoois. | 8 Adegbite (2005) agreed that mother tongues
Fafunwa (2005? & .Ail(mdele. of c?]ildren who are still on their mother’s laps,
ought to be the medium of mstructconof heir lives using the mother tongue at the
in other words, at the garfy stages il complement children’s acquisition of the
nursery, creches and kindergarten will comp I Hisir SfVIFORMants’ Socis.
language at home and this helps them to furth-er earn CR N T
cultural norms (Akindele & Adegbite, 2005). It is, however, i .
pronouncement on the language policy exi-sts O"I_V Ot paper S e:l gc'):tTlm o
finds the enforcement of mother tongue instruction difficult. A AUl shet, \tvhat
operates in reality is different from the policy statemgnt at th_e l:“’-‘-‘--b_f-éls|c and basic 1-
3 school levels, where English is used as the medium of instruction. It was noted
that since most of the pre-basic schools are privately owned, the government finds
it difficult to control the language of instruction at this level. Akindele & Adegbite
(2005) observed that pre-basic schools are elite institutions attended by a negligible
number of the nation’s children and it is the wish of the proprietors of these
institutions and elite parents’ of the children that English be used as a medium of
instruction. To many parents, speaking or instructing their children in mother tongue
is a signal to poor academic performance. Thus, parents pay exorbitantly to send
their children to private owned nursery schools where English is used to teach.
Namibia pronounces that the language of instruction should be used at the lower
basic school to promote language and cultural identity, but unpleasant opportunity
is given to the private basic institutions to choose any language for their instruction
and make sure that the local language is taught as a subject (Namibia Educational
Research Association 2000). It should be noted that the constitution or any policy
statement is binding on all the citizenry. Thus, there is the need for all the

-stakeholders in education industry to ensure that the implementation of the policy is
fully entrenched at the pre-basic school level.

' Likewise, the language policy for the lower basic education recognizes the
_lmportance of both the mother tongue and English at this level. The medium of
!nstruction in the primary school is initially the mother tongue or the language of the
Immediate community and, at a later stage, English” (FRN, 2013). Federal
If?ﬂli:on\::jrr';rr1rcr;r::3tlJreco(g;nizes the apprgpriatengss of the mother tongue to childhood. It is
ke nced that the medium of Instruction at the lower basic 1-3 should

y be the mother tongue or the language of the immediate environment. It

means, all subjects in the lower basi i
SIC curriculum would be
mother tongue (MT) of pupils except o Ly

second language (.2) English language that would be taken as the



The middle basic 4-6 is the tran

_ Sitiona| Period
woufd eventually bectf)me the mstructional mMedium an:{}i“ the English language
iaught @s @ L2 subject. In appreciating the imDOrtanCerUb? language woy|q be
cducational process, and as a meang of preservi ® a language in tne
overnment considers it to be in the jnt -

€ People’s culty
erest of nationa unity i By
. that ea i
be encouraged to learn one of the three major languages other :;:a‘r:\h::e?homd
I own

lStll{e isI the most ugefy) language to g
: - 1UIS als : :
atitudes and aptitudes are best developeg ° e means by which hisher

. The chi :
his first twelve years in life to master hisl:e(r:h‘r:’o?:gru l?o:\hgu:eb?ofnt(r:? urage'd- .
development of his physical, menta| and intellectual potentials. € positive
Effective language planning is crycia
multi-lingual setting in which the languag
often different from that of the school M
uncoordinated thereby resulting in a seri

I'to the success of basic education in 3
e of the home - mother tongue is quite
other tongue and English are used to be

abrupt as the pupils are not likely to be suffi

ciently prepared for the change. It is
also simultaneous because the switch wil

| affect all subjects on the school
curriculum. Olaoye (2007) opines that the pupils are likely to be handicapped

because their level of proficiency in English in basic 4 is such that cannot help them
benefit from lessons all taught in English. Teaching subjects likes basic science and
mathematics in an unfamiliar language may be wearisome, pupils will struggle with
the concept of the subject, and the interpretation of the language of instruction at
the same time. Olaoye (2007) therefore observes that the situation can be best
described as double tragedy in the sense that pupils are not likely to be well
grounded in their mother tongue by the time they change to Englis'h Ianggage as a
medium of instruction nor are they sufficiently knowledlgeable 'or literate in Englv:_:ht
to enjoy lessons in such areas as sciences taught in qu|l.3h. gherzfc:ﬁé :):Lse
transition is perceived as the best since another language is introduce

child is matured cognitively.

eaching in the
Ejieh (2004) looks at the attitudes of student teactr:;rss ttss;a:s?etre gathired -
mother tongue in Nigerian primary schools. Data for ts in a Nigerian college of
Means of a questionnaire administered to 106 students nerally negative attitude
sducation. |t was found out that the students hadda a?rints are satisfied with the
towards teaching in the mother tongue. FERENS -?Thep see the dominant language
Medium of instruction being a dominant language ll inyg it with native languages as
° @ possible vehicle for social schaRBEmant Rephacwiﬂ want their children to have
Medium of instruction will displease the parents who
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i ion in the job market. Lawal (2005) noteg

iti e to use their education In ' ' .
a COTpet::fs (;hnadnihe school administrators out of ignorance 1r]sulite the children
e tt‘fmaec mother tongue to induce facility in the use O'f Englis? ad"QU?i‘Qe thus
gom‘ ing children of a basic source of education and imagina !ve eve (t)'pment_
IZF:\I: :nd Ogiegbaen (2007) looked at pare.nts.and .teachersh DTSFSg_:C IV?S of
nﬁother—tongue medijum of instruction policy in Nigerian Pf'mafYtSC[ C:(Oof- re?nszuound
out that many inadequacies of Nigeria’s schools; they‘ have put a lo T[:]er um on
the language of the colonisers to the detriment of African languzges- heow S‘:rf;lso
i iti ther tongues as the medium ion,

considerable opposition to the use of mo ki
iate the advantages of mother-tongue

Though, teachers were found to apprecia : . _ :
educagtion, but parents would not subscribe to their children being taught in the

mother tongue in this era of globalization.

Statement of the Problem

A study on language policy at the basic schools is found necessary-due tolth.e
fact that this level is a crucial transitional stage from home to formal learning. Th:s _|s
also the level at which the language implementation of the language policy in
education in Nigeria can be easily assessed. It is also at this level that some
stakeholders in the education sector have been known to violate the language
policy. Despite the crucial role played by the mother tongue in early learning in
Nigeria, teachers continue using ex-colonial language in teaching basic school
pupils, thus the child is bound to face myriad problems when he or she starts formal

learning in a foreign language right from kindergarten (.Akindele & Adegbite 2005:
Bamgbose 2013 ) . |

Research Questions

What is the teachers’ perception on the status of Yoruba language in
Ogbomoso?

1. Is there any differeﬁce in the

perception of male and female basic teachers on
the status of Yoruba in the co

ntext of National Policy on Education?
2. Is there any difference in th

€ perception of rural and urban basic school
- teachers on the status of Yoru

ba in the context of National Policy on Education?

Is there any difference in the perception of private and public basic school
teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on Education?

4. Is there any difference in the Perception of experienced and less experienced
basic schoolteachers on the s

tatus of Yoruba in the context of National Policy
on Education?
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Research Hypotheses

Hos: There is no significant dj

Education. S of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on

Ho,: There is no signi .
Education. Of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on

Hos: There is no significant diff i
erence in the perception of pri . :
school teachers on the status of Yoruba in thIZ,- contestr"’ate and public basic

Education. of National Policy on

Ho,: Therg is no sig_niﬁcant difference in the perception of experienced and less
exp.enenced. basic school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context of
National Policy on Education )

Methodology

This research adopted the descriptive survey design. The population for the
study comprised all pre basic and basic school teachers in Nigeria In each local
government, four streams of classes, Pre-basic, basic 1, 2, and 3 were selected
using stratified random sampling. The stratum took care of the private, public, rural
and urban basic schools.. The sample size consisted of 300 basic school private
and public teachers from the five local governments in Ogbomoso zone. The 300
teachers were selected using purposive sampling technique. One instrument titled
“Status of Yoruba Language in Basic Schools Questionnaire” (SYLBSQ) was
designed by the researcher to collect data for this study. Four research questions
were raised and answered, while four research hypotheses were tested at the 0.05
level of significance. The t-test statistics was u;ed.to analyse the fesearch
hypotheses. The questionnaire has two sections. Section P.\ consists of items c;rll
teachers’ demographic data such as: gender, sct?ool Iocatlo'n, school ?p;,mv;?]ts
experience and the class taught. Section B consists gf 20 items on st S

: medium of instruction in a
relating to the status of Yoruba language as 2 e toms on a five-
schools. Respondents were expected to choose from each 0

; Y ent’. The
point adapted Likert-type scale ranging from “Not .at allzt? fi?tg; ?;ttent, -
instrument was scored O for Not at all, 1 for Undecided, 2 10

Some Extent, and 4 for Great Extent.
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Teachers’ Perception on the Status of Yoruba Langua

ion on the status of Yoruba

Results
Research Question 1:What is the teachers percepli
language in Ogbomoso? _
on, participants’ responses on the status

In order to answer this research questi
of Yoruba language were collated and anal
The summary of the result is shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Mean rating on the perception of teachers on th

ysed with mean rating and rank order.

e status of Yoruba

language in Ogbomoso
SIN Factors Mean | Rank
1 There are seminars to make you conversant with the | 3.04 15|
Yoruba medium in the basic schools _—
2 Teachers are provided with adequate information on the | 2.89 3
status of Yoruba Language in the NPE -
3 | perceive Yoruba is the best medium of instruction in | 2.73 7
basic schools
4 Pupils participate actively when teaching through Yoruba | 2.87 5"
5 Basic teachers are ill-equipped for Yoruba Language as | 2.80 6"
a medium of instruction
6 1 School administrators support Yoruba as a medium of | 2.88 A"
instruction in basic schools
Parents are in support of Yoruba as a medium of instruc- | 3.02 2"
tion in basic schools

Table 1 shows the response on the perception of teachers on the status of
Yoruba language in Ogbomoso. With a benchmark mean of 2.5, any item that is
less than the benchmark mean is considered not to be one of the teachers’
perceptions and any variable that is greater is considered to be one of the teachers’
perceptions. However, from the table, it can be seen that all the items are the
perception of teachers on the status of Yoruba language in Ogbomoso. However,
item one which states that ‘there are seminars to make you conversant with the -
Yoruba medium in the basic schools’ with a mean of 3.04 was ranked first and item
three which states that ‘| perceive Yoruba is the best medium of instruction in basic
schools’ with a mean of 2.73 was ranked last. This shows that all the items listed
are the perception of teachers on the status of Yoruba language in Ogbomaoso.

Hypotheses Testing

Ho: T : _ ) .
o1: There is no significant difference in the perception of male and female basic

school teachers on .
Bdcastor the status of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on
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. Mean, Standard Deviation
rable * le and F e taat Anwiyiis i
on of Ma emale basic school Teache\:s cnf«J r:htcl:esdt'fference i
atus of Yoruba

erceP™" ;
E P yage N the Context of National Policy of Education
/ Mean Std
Gonder | NO af_ | C —
’ME_’E,.——- 123 | 34.24 629 alt | Sig.(2-tailed) Decision
H
298 1 74 01
: 0. ]
Female 177 33.01 5.82 o Not Rejected
p>0.05

on table 2 shows, t-value = 1.74 with p-value = 0.08 > 0.05 alpha level.

Result
than 0.05 alpha level, hypothesis one is thus not rejected. This

ce 0.08is greater

sin
indicates that there Is nO significant difference in the perception of male and female
_pasiC school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on

gducation (ti208) = 1.74: P > 0.05).

no significant difference in 'the perception of rural and urban basic

Hoz: There is
school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on
Education
the difference in the

and t-test Analysis on

Mean, Standard Deviation
hoo! teachers on the st

| and urban basic sC atus of Yoruba in the

Table 3:
perception of rura

context of National Policy on Education
School Location No | Mean std | df Cal.t Sig.(2- Decision
e T tailed)
Rural Urban 700 | 34.38 7.08 Ho2
ngg | 2.512 0.12 Not Re-
5 41 jected
200 | 33.08

=012> 0.05 alpha level.
us not rejected.

in the perception of rural and
text of National

P>0.05

Result on table 3 shows, t-value = 2 512 with p-value
Since 0.12 is greater than 0.05 alph
This indicates that there Was '
urban basic school teachers O
Policy on Education (t208) = 2512, P¥ 0.05)

Hos: There is no significant difference |
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school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on

Education
Table 4: Mean, Standard Deviation and t-test Analysis on the difference in the

perception of private and public basic school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the

context of National Policy on Education
School Type | No | Mean | Std | df Cal.t Sig.(2-tailed) Decision
Private 180 | 33.22 | 4.44 Hos
298 | 1.01 0.31 Not Re-
Public 120 | 33.94 | 6.41 jected

P> 0.05
Result on table 4 shows, t-value = 1.01 with p-value = 0.31 > 0.05 alpha level.

Since 0.31 is greater than 0.05 alpha level, hypothesis three is thus not rejected.
This indicates that there was no significant difference in the perception of private
and public basic school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context of National

Policy on Education (tzesy = 1.01; P > 0.05).

Hos: There is no significant difference in the perception of experienced and less
experienced basic school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context of
National Policy on Education

Table 5: Mean, Standard Deviation and t-test Analysis on the difference in the

perception of experienced and less experienced basic school teachers on the status

of Yoruba in the context of National Policy on Education

Experience No | Mean | Std | Df | Calt | Sig.(2- Decision
tailed)
Experienced 98 | 32.88 | 5.94 Hoa
208 | 1.27 0.21 Not Re-
Less Experienced | 202 | 33.82 | 6.08 jected
P>0.05

: Result on table 5 shows, t-value = 1.27 with p-value = 0.21 > 0.05 alpha level.
_Sln.ce 0.21 is greater than 0.05 alpha level, hypothesis four is thus not rejected. This
indicates that there was no significant difference in the perception of experienced
and lgss experienc_;ed basic school teachers on the status of Yoruba in the context
of National Policy on Education(ties = 1.27: P > 0.05).
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gender had no significant influence on the language implementation, but linguistic
competence of the target language.

The outcome of the study reveals that there is a no significant between the
experienced and the less experienced teachers. Though the experienced teachers
were aware of the status of Yoruba as a medium at basic schools, because there
was a UBE organized and sponsored a Teacher Professional Programme (TPSP)
in 2003, but the implementation is not seriously handled. This is i’n line with the
submission of Adeyemi & Ajibade (2012) and even the l-jafunwas (1970-1978)
project confirmed that both experienced and less experienced teachers were
trained to acquire a high level of expertise in MT.

, : iani ifference in the
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Course, capitalising on the concessional pfo"‘f5|on- tional” in character. The rural
medium of instruction where the school 1S mu“:‘nt:e pupils’ mother tongue as e
Public basic schools teachers embraced the Use ©
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medium of instruction, since they are in linguistically homogeneous schools This
outcome is in line with the submission of Etim (1985) who stated that the mother
tongue is used as a medium of instruction in linguistically homogeneous rural
schools if personnel and materials are available in the local language. Meanwhile,
the rural private basic schools are mixing English with Yoruba language when
teaching.

Conclusion

It was discovered that the teachers’ perception of the experienced and less
experienced on the mother tongue was detrimental; they felt the mother tongue is
not feasible enough to teach basic schools mathematics, social studies and
science. Therefore, teachers set up their own language policy apart from the
National language policy.

The findings of the study show that the variable of gender does not have any
significant difference on the teachers’ perception on the status of Yoruba as a
medium of instruction in basic schools. It was discovered that both male and female
in basic schools are teaching through the language of their choice.

The findings of the study shows that the urban public and rural basic teachers
are code switching and code mixing, they did not follow the policy abstractly
because they felt that using mother tongue to teacher will produce second class
citizen, since they want their pupils to compete with the private basic pupils they
resolved in mixing the mother tongue with the English language.

Private basic schools language of instruction is highly determined by the
- schools’ proprietors and parents: there are no teachers that are dare to use any
language apart from the proprietors and parents’ preference language. The private
basic teachers’' perception on the status of Yoruba as a medium of instruction is
low; they anticipated that he who pays the pipe dictate tune.

Urban and rural basic schools teacher are complete opposite, the teachers at
basic schools in urban areas are forced to mixing the language of instruction
because they are in the heterogeneous linguistically area, but the rural basic
schools teachers teach in the language of the immediate environment for they are

faced with the homogeneous linguistically area, except the rural private that code-
switch when teaching.

Recommendations

Language policy requires appropriate strategies for implementation. Therefore.
teachers should not only be aware of language provisions, but should be involved in
coming up with strategies for Implementation. This implies that basic teachers in
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