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' Corruption has become so endemic and phenomenal in Nige'_ria thatit IS now possible

. totalk of the political culture of corruption. Itis such that even in compd_rati"ye, rankihg Nige_rfc"; g
has always ranked among the league of the five most corrupt cbun'tfie_é'a_nd at tim es toppihg

' the list. Apart from the fact that it retards investment and ecohomic growth, the problem o
corruption has far reaching de_strutitive impacts- '

.on Nigeria's political s})s_temu It is -ngo
antithetical to démocrqtic consolidation. Indeed, ¢ ;
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making process on. investment; projects and other commercial f_ransactidn', and

N

social and political fabrics of sotiety. This ptbp.er atfenipts td highlight effebts of pas

.~ "Moreover, O
‘ “dishonest or wicked
*‘act dishonestly or ill
~following accepted ste

the "v'e‘ry_
& : L : ) !
“““leaders of Nigeria on the national development of the country.

t corrupt i|

e : Senturia sees
lNTﬁObUCTlON L ; _ _ g -"-‘:ct‘)'rruptibn,' qs fhe absg
Recently, scholars and international development org: : the o e
of corruption to economic growth and-devélop'mentx particularly in developing countries
(World Bank 1997, Mauro; 1995; 1997; Onu, 2003; Rose Ackerman and Andrew, 1996).
- Though, corruption is.a universal phenomenon, it is however, of special concern in
- development countries reasons -beihg' that the phenomenon of corruption has become S0
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- academic that is now systemic such that one can begin to talk about the political culture of structure or the pro¢
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Corruptron And The C' rists Of Developmenr In. ngerra ) i
:Though formulated wnthm a generallzed context this observatlon aptly captures the
Nigerian situation., Above alI corruptlon leads to hlgher cost or costly public investment,
‘Iower government levenue lower expendlture on. operatlo s and. mamtenance, lower
: uallty ofpubllc lnfrastructure anclinvanably contradnctmg devevopment
1~
i 'f % | .
g \ THECONCEPTOF CORRUPTlON iy ! l A ~ o
The concept of ‘corruption:like any other concepts in socxal scnences does not lend:
“itself to easy . deflmtlon. No commonly accepted defmltlonsl of corruption exist; most
efmltlons despite the basic difference share certain element. Corruptlon had been defined
varlous societies mostly in line with culture or prescribed soqlal life of the people While
~some societies speak of corruption mainly in terms of illegal acqmsmon of material thmgs
“other tends to strétch |t further by bringing special and moral values under it (Amao, 2003: 3).
‘Roberts, (1957:227) l\lkom (1982:6) opined that. “corruptlon is the perversion of pubhc"
. affalrs for private advantage” Nkom goes fu rtherto assert that:
Corruptlon mcludes brlbery orthe use of unauthonzed reward to mfluence people in .
; posrtlon of authority either toact or not to act in ways beneﬁCIaI to the prlvate advantages of :

he glver and then thatof the receiver the mlsapproprlatlon of’ publlc funds and resources to :
¥ pnvate gains, nepotlsm, etc. ; .

‘Barongu (1983 160) Andreskn (1968) define corruptlon ‘as the practlce of usmg the power' ;
.- of office for making prlvate gain in breach of laws and regulation nominally i in force”. They

stressed further that corruptlon isless pronounced in‘'societies where there is little wealth in

the areas of larger wealth hlgher trade volumes or mare ofﬁcnals etc. They concluded that
corruptlon is hlgher in the AfrtCan West Coast than inthe Eastand Central Afnca.

Moreover Oxford Advanced Learner S chtlonary conceptuallze corruptlon as
‘dlshonest or wicked behaviour especially how people with authority and power wrllmg to -

act dishonestly or illegally. in returh for money in personal or when people acted not
followmg accepted standard of. behawour in soaety '

: .
i i e
!

Senturia sees |t “as the mlsuse of public powerfor private gams” Alatas charactenzed
corruptlon as the absence oftrust forthe sake ofprlvate benefits.. - N

Accordlng to. Nlnsm (2000 450) rorrupt on .connotes “any form of behavnor that
generate private selfservmg gains which are not'sanctioned by law, or the prevalllng norms “of
-.society. “It is, according to Ottite (1986 12), the perversion of- integrity or state of affalrs‘
“through brlbery, favour or moral depravnty .when'two parties have lnteracted to. change the'"
structure or the processes of sociéty or the behav:or of functionaries i in order to produce :
'dlshonest unfaithful ordefiled situation. We can say that corruption has taken place”. :

" In the words of Amao (2003: 11), “corruption is the abuse of office for private gains”.

To Gboyega (1996:6), corruption implies “any decision act or condurct that subsets the
integrity of peoples in.authority or institutions char
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BELLO, M. L., FAWOLE, O. A. &AMAO A L y . i
- sustdining democratrzatron process, thereby undermmmg its effectlveness in performing i its
assigned roles”. Gomg by these definitions, it becomes obvious that-corruption is not a one
man affair, but by sométhing that it involves at least two parties. Similarly, it entails the
- perversion of societal values for personal benefit. This explains why it is a social problem
affecting more thanone person, evenifitis one personthatcommitsit. (Ekanem, 2003).

.

MANIFESTATION OF CORRUPTION IN NlGERlA ) SR TN
' Since the introduction ofsharp practices by colonrallsm into the political economy of,
ngerla the phenomenon of corruption has continued to escalate ina dastardly manner.t. .
has grown to become-a phenomenal such: that we can now talk of the polrtlcal culture’ of :
1 corruptlon in Nrgerra Iti |s so pervasive that no reglme can be totally’ exonerated Rather it
~would seem’ that its scope, depth and sophlstlcatlon have increased W|th successrve
regrmes

l

Althoughitisasold as the country |tself corruption became a serious issue with the
oil boom of the 1970s. The oil boomrera, accordmg to Ologbenla (1998: 31), ”ralsed the stakes
*- for the control of’ power at the centre, and corrupt|on in the guise of popullst economic
pol|c1es became an implicit instrument of personal political agenda. ” The situation became';
. worse under Shehu Shagari's administration when corruption was let loose upon the entife
system in an unprécedented rate. During the period, prebendalism, in addition to socral
closure, became the order of the day. It is instructive to note that a prebendal systerp,
according to Joseph (1987: 90 92), is not only one in which the offices of the state are
allocated and then exploited benefits by the office holder, but also one where such a practice
is legmmated by a set of political norms according to which the appropriation of such offices
is not just anact of individual greed to ambition but concurrently the satisfaction of the short
term objectives of a subset of the general populatlon Prebendallsm is a term used 1o
describe patron- clrentelrsm or neopatrrmonralrsm in Nigeria. Slnce then the teérm has,
commonly been used in scholarly literature and textbooks. (Amao 2003:15) The Catholic
Encyclopedia defines a prebend as the “ right of member of chapter to his share in the
;} revenues of a cathedral.” Joseph used the term to describe the sense of entitlement that
- many peopple in Nrgerla feel they have to the revenues of the Nigerian state. Elected official, '
- government-workers, and members of the. etnmc and rellglous groups to which they belong:
. feel they have a right to a share of government revenues. Joseph (1996:1) “According to the
: theory of prebendallsm state offrces are regarded as _prebends that can be appropnated by -

officeholders, who - USe them to generate material benefits for themselves and thelr
constituents and kin groups” -

‘ With the abrupt end of Shagarr s regrme and return. of the country to military
drctatorshlp in December 31, 1983, the mllrtary government threatened to deal decrsrvely
f withthe phenomenon of corruption. Thrs was however not to last long because of the outing

_of the regime from power viaa counter coup in 1985, Thus corruptron once agarn returned
fullscaled :




’formlng'its :
snotaone

entalls the
al .problem,
- 2003).

.economy of
¥ manner. It
al culture ‘of

“ad.Rather, it

n successive

o iﬁ) ssue with the
L jed the stakes

o . lrst economic
atlon became '
jon the entire_ -

{tlon to social
" 2ndal system,

the state are-

. uchapractice

of such offices -
»nofthe short -

.Ate'rm‘ used to
the term has

'fl)'The Catholic
s share in the .

- titlement that

' ilected official,
ththey belong

' scording ta the
ppropriated by

‘;(Jllve’s and their.

itry to military

deal decisively -
se ofthe outing"
Eag_a_l_n returned

Corruption And The Crisis Qf Developmenl In Nigeria. : o
prebendal but also praetonan A praetorian system is one that ls corrupt and an unstable :

g reglme of coups, cllques and conspiracies tempered only by 0ccas|onal polltlcal dictatorshlp

(Adekanye, 1993:41). |ts major features aCCordlng to him mclude ingliscipline, mercenanes,
self seeking, greed and avarice, sale of public’| .of‘ﬁce and’ preberallsm.‘ Praetonamsm is

‘therefore the military equwalent ofthe corrupt socnety (Adekanye; 1993:41).

" The handing: .over of power to a democratlcally alected government ‘headed by
President Olusegun Obasanjoi in May 1999 heralded new hopes th;at anew dawn hadarrived.
Such' optlmlsm is not misplaced given the strong words with whlch the president expressed

- his resolve to tackle the problem of corruption ina very decisive vyay, such that “there would

be no busmess as usual" (Obansanjo, 1999). ThIS rationalization lnformed the speed with

‘ whlch the regime initiated and got approval for:the corrupt practlces and other related
! offences acts, ZOOO(Yaqub 2003:185. 2007)

" Bethatasit may, the mcrdent of corruptlon has not abated under the fledgrng fourth
republic. Rather, ithas soared and assumed the dlmenSIon ofa scourge as noarmand Ievel of
governmentrsleftout |-

“dnan msnghtrul piece, OJO (2003 301 304) has graphlcally Illustrated the Wanton
‘manifestation of corruption in the nascent democracy. These include the issue of falsification
of age and academic quallfrcatron by Salisu Buhari, the first, speaker of the House of
representative, underthe fourth republic. '

_ Diepreye Alamleyeselgha was detained in London on. charges of money laundenng in’

September.2005. At the time of hisarrest, Metropolitan police found about £1min cashinhis -
‘London home. Laterthey found a total of £1.8m ($3. 2m) in cash-and bank accounts. He has
.been found to own real estate in London worth an alleged £10 million. His state's. monthly .
‘federal allocation for the last six years has been in the order of £32 million. He jumped b ball in
Decemiber 2005 from the United Kingdom by allegedly disguising himselfias a woman,
,though Alamleyesergha denies this claim (Amao, 2003: :20). On July 26 2007, Alamieyeseigha
“pled guilty before a Nigerian court to six charges and was sentenced to two yearsin prison on
-eachcharge; however, because the senténces were set torun concurrently and the time was
“¢ounted from the point of his arrest nearly two years before the sentences, his actual. .
sentence was relatively.short. Many of his assets were ordered tobe forfeited to the. Bayelsa
state government According to Alarieyeseigha, he only pled guilty due to his ageand would
“have fought the charges had he been younger. On July 27, just hours after bhmg taken to
“prison, hewas released due to time already served. :
“In April 2009, Alamieyeseigha pledged a donation of 3,000, 000 Naira ta the Akassa
Development Foundation (Amao, 2003:21). In December 2009, the federal government
hired a British law firmto. help dispose of four expensive propertles acquired - by
,Alamleyese'gha in London." Alamleyeselgha had bought one of these properties. for
750,000.00 in July 2003, paymg incash. Dnepreye Solomon Peter Alamleyese|gha used lt‘ ;
ashis London resrdence and as the registered office of Solomon and Petersinc; _'
On June 28, 2012, the United States (US) Department of Justice (DoJ) announced that it had
executed anasset forfelture order on S401 931inaMassachusetts brokerage fund, traceable :
to Alamleyeselgha US prosecutors filed . court papers m Apnl 2011 tal;getmg the
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Massachusett»s hrokerage fund and a $600 000 Maryland home, Wthh they alleged were th
proceeds of corruptlon. A motion for default judgement and civil forfeiture was granted by a”
Massachusetts federal district judge in early June 2012. The forfeiture order was the first to

‘be made under the DoJ S fledgllng Kleptocracy Asset Recovery Initiative.

4 " Financial recklessness on the part of Senator Chuba Okadigbo as senate presrdent In short As. posrted l;‘
the legislative house is almost synonymous with impropriety and corruption. The executrve competmon As Sucr’
justify any degree of

(1982) has establrshe
‘He blamed the over
to him, paths resultd
governmentand rtsc
left to.himself and sl
fEkeh,1975,1980L-‘

: armhasnotbeen differentinany way. Itis even the worse for it because it has directaccess to '
: and controls the nation's treasury. At the state and local government levels the governmg
> style has been said to "engender so much cymcrsm that the federal government is belng ;
warnéd that this may be a particular different front forthe war agarnst corruption” (cf Ojo

© 2003: 303)

i Giving the' context of the foregorng, it may be correct to assert that corruptron has "
- not only become phenomenal in Nigeria, but also become endemic. If fact, it has become
‘ part and parcel of the ways of life with serious lmpllcatrons for the state and society. What
~could these implications be? The most promlnent of them is the crisis of development it has
engendered in Nigeria. Regarded as the most endowed black nation on earth, with. the"
:abundance of both natural and human resources that - are of hlgh quallty, the ngerla :
situationinterms ofdevelopmentls deplorable. ; T

‘No. doubt tl
“the Nigeria state. A
"Holsh (2000: 251),
“regional competitil.
“through coercion, !
institutional founc -
“immediate rents al
predatory states lr'
resources to plunj :
_ partrcnpatelnprlv_.

R Avarlable statistics show that poverty ruleis at all tlmes high, standmg today at 67%f

| The capacity utrhzatron of the industrial sector is less than encouraging (CBN, 2001 2002) ln"
l short the economy isin shamble wrth little or no sign of recovery
4 ‘o ln terms of: freedom, capaCIty expanslon and popular partlcrpatlon, effort a,.
ensunng them seem’ pretentrous ‘For mstance, the registration of more political partre..,

poverty eradication programme, upward I’eVIEW* of worker's salary etc would appear to be'
geared towards expandrng the political space to enhance the freedom and expand the -
* capacity of individuals thereby promoting popular participations in the governance of the’
country. However, the subsequent events such as the party.governess have shown the limits

Consequs
dommant functrc
sposal of the ¢

Eéch'elons of 'gove'l :
38 e

l - of such efforts. Besides, the intended consequences of such policies have tended to: ambush it The p”"l
and materialize thelrmtended gains ( Omotola 2003 12- 15) ) carious politil -

.\

The lmport of the foregomg is that corruptlon has: brought about aserious dlstortion
in the pohtlcal economy of Nigeria. The distortion takes a number of forms, the principalone
| being the perversion of the concept of good governance which pertams to the exercise of

._political power. in the management of a nation's affairs, The mana{,ement should be
effectrve efficientandin response to cntrcal needs of socrety ' :

the effects of t
omnipresent
sources”(Seev
ch as stagnat/
sses, it has al

These .are attainable where there are publlc partlcrpatlon, accountablllty and
transparency It is' characterized' by: -partlcrpatory actlvmes, sustainability, legitimacy- and
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hevalleged wéré"-the; ; 3Cceptability tothe pgople, p_romotioln pfgqu?t’.y_and ‘equality, pfomqtlon ofgender bz_alan_c_e, R ;
ire Wésgranted b'yfa-f, _toleration of oppos‘it‘ggn,_s‘trenlgthemng of lnglgeno.us_‘mechan|sm’-0perate by‘ rule of Iayv, : |
- \rder was the first to “regulatory rather than controlling; and .senhce oriented (Cf, »Azegz_200_:2: 339_ : 4;). But
fhe _ ; because of corruption, these manifestin their negative formation in Nigeria’ |, ' - :
}'pres‘iden’t. i short As. posited by Diamond ‘(19(’9’1‘:66) “Corruption distorts the character of political . -
;)'tiori. e executive:" competition”. As'such, “the br_ém_iumin,am uiring political office has become high enough_y_tq S
Ehas diréct accessto : justify any degree of rigging, bribery, thuggery;or poli:cical chican.ery,'!..By the same t'oke_n,_ /.\ke '
avels, the governing (1982) has established a caused link between corruption and military involvement in politics. -
vﬁo\)érnmen’t: is,,bein‘g ;_Helblamed:the over valuing of politlcql poweristruggle as_socnatgd wuth--nt, not rlc_h according -
::corrﬁbtion"'(}:f dj’o,, to'him, paths results from the privatization of the publi¢ realm"where everything including i
' s E government and its cofarc:ve Institutions has been privatized The effect is that everyone now

(that corruption has

Ekeh, 1975,1980). | -

No doubt, the phenomenon of corruption has really engendered the privatization of
‘the Nigeria state. A privatized state is essentially a predatory state. And as articulated by
“Holsh (2000: 251), a state can be said to be predatory.when “it is driven. by ethnic and
“regional competition for the bounties of the state”. It.involves a personality regime ruling
"_t'h'rough coercion, material inducement and personality polices, tending to degrade the
institutional foundations of the .economy and state. In the i:i‘rcumstance’, elites extract
immediate rents and transfer rather than providing incentives foreconomic gr'o_Wth'.;lrj some
‘predatory states like Nigeria, the ruling elitesand their clients “use their positions access to.
‘resources to plunder the national economy through graft, corruption, and extortion andto
"participa'te in private business activities” (Holsh, 2000:251). - :
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Consequehtly, the state is “appropriated to.service the private interests by the
dominant function of the elite “(Ake, 1996:42). To that extent people use’funds at the -
disposal of ‘the state fo'r-syster_n_ic 'éorruption, from petty survival venality iat the lower By
‘echelons of'gbve‘rnménttb kleptocrac‘yatthe top (Nafziger, 2003:2). . B e e e 5]
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The privatization of the Nigerian state has served to combound,it'S'aIreéi;dy weak and’
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exploitation. Instead, political leaders may gain more from extensive
unproducti\ie, profit seeking actiVirie§ i‘n a political system they control
than from long term efforts to build awell functioning state in which
economic progress and democratic institution, f_lourish .

The above observa_tion readily captures the Nigeria Situation and illustrates very
graphically why successive effort at check mating corruption ‘in Nigeria has been Ia_rgg_ly

- unproductive. Beginning from the 1979 constitutional provisions for the establishinent ofa
~ code of conduct bureau and tribunal, and its eventual inauguration by the Shagari‘s reg‘irr;e;

~

+ ) followed by the Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree no. 20 of 1984 and War.

Against Indiscipline of the Buhari/Idiagbon regime, to the Mass Mobilization for Sacial and
Ecohomic Recovery (MAMSER, and National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) of the
Babangida regime, War Against Indiscipline and =Cog’ruption (WAIC) and National Orientation
Agency (NOA) of the Abacha regime, to the- latest Corrupt’ Practice, and other Related
Offences Act, 2000 and E.con‘o'mic and Fianncial Crime that is;.ICPC arj&'-EFCC of Obasanjo
administration. " | ; Bl il Ay gt : |
~Nigeria has always evolved one way or the other to combat the sco urge of corruptic
- (see Ajayi, 2003; Amao, 2002; Yaqub, 2003; 194 200). In Spite of these efforts corruption h
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tensive " againstinternational corruption (OECD December, 1997). | : R
control 2 Corruption is politically destabilizing as it leads to social revolution and Military
h which - ' ' '

keovers. Most “post:¢coup rationalizations” in less developed V:L/orlds point to corruption.
The ‘General Buhari's post-coup. rationalization is.a case in po

i tobeacredible reason forthe involvement of the military in Niger
' because many ‘of the previously military leaders in Nigeria we
orruption was even hlamed for the first 1966, military coup in.Nigeria (and that in Ghana
:too).»Hov's'/ever, the post electoral crisis in thei_Western Region!and the fear of Northern
omination of the affairs of Nigeria were otherreasons (Wallerste rinand Kilson, 1966). ..

an politics in future. This is

10f1984 and War |-
ion for Social ang!
¢y (NDLEA) of the,
tional Orientation

public, as some companyies could cut corners to increase profit margins. Corruption effects

‘investment, economic growth, and government expenditure choices; it also reduces private
investment (Mauro; 1997). Bribery and corruption; the culture of late payment and

done, are according to:the Lord Bishop of Gulford, David Peck, Scaring
from Nigeria. He notes that those who fail to
that the “life blood of any company is its cas

6rru‘ptipn is poverty” (Daily trust, July 9, 2

away British investors,
pay companies for services done seem to forget

002). Because of the widespread of “petty” and

wallows their money with little or no return” (Callaghy, 1994). With the recent changes in
he political economy of East Europe; the attention of the business world has be
ithisarea where they may 're'ap_quicker results from their investments.

One AfriCan~dévéImeent could not say it z
exiest beautiful girl and we (Africa) are an old tattered lad : :
:many countries, so many wars”, (Newsweek, 1994). As we have seen, what is h‘;\ppening in

«Africa is a blue print of the problem facing Nigeria. The nation's “Unworkablg economic
olicies, are victims of blatant corru

ought almost everything to a halt*(Adams, 1995). Thus; corruption
effort and valuable econamic activities, and it breeds inefficiency and n
rleads to possible “information distortion” as it 'cooks the books,

corruption can make public policies ineffective' (Sen, 1999: 135, Reuters

2008y, o

Above all, corruption can tarnish the image of a country. As we have seen,
 suffers more than most nations fromana

odeal with corruption and bribery. - .

Nigeria

related, because to survived people have to make money. The 1996 study of corruption by
ransparency International and Gottingen University ranked Nigeria as the most corrupt

nt. (Welch Jr,, 1987). But
‘hinging under the excuse ofcorrupt_i;)n_to topple alegitimate government in Nigeria will seize

re as corrupt, if not more"

Corrn;ption_caufﬁes’ a reduction in quality of goods and% services aVailable to the

corruption, the culture of late payments, delays or refusal of payment for services already-

h flow”. And rightly points out that, “the price of
grand” the international business community regard the whole of African as a sinkhole that

en'turngd to

y it any belter®. Fastern Europe is (now) the
y people are tired of Africa: So.

ption. “In fact, the “fossilized system” of gové‘rnment has . -
discourages honest - "

epotism.|Corruption

and a high level of

ppalling international image created by its inabilify '

" According to-ohe who-has lived in Nigeria, was almost unavailable, as morality is:
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bric of nations. As it ha
nown inNig’eri?, is not sf

nations, among 54 nations listed in the study, with Pakistan as the second highest (M ‘
1997: 4). As this was not too bad ‘encugh, the 1998 transparency international Corrupti
Pe(C'eption Index (CPI) of 85 countries, Nigeria was 81 out of the 86 countries poolad (lipset Qf
Leriz, 2000: 113). Andin 2001 Corruption Perception Index (CPl), the image of Nigeria slipped
= further down South (ranked 90 out of 91 countries pooled) with second position as.most
: corrupt nations, with Bangladesh coming first. i ' '

CONCLUSION™ |
- Corruption; beyg'
‘obstacle to developmey
Identified in the politica
Nigeria. A major factq
‘the parasitic nature of |
esult of which all effd
roved fecklessand ung

Corruption upsets ethnic balance; and exacerbates problems of national integration

in developing countries. For instance, if a corrupt but popular ethnic leader is replaced in hié
or her position, it may upset éthhiciarithmetic and the cohorts may revolt. The social brawi
that followed the Moshood Abiola's election rebuff is of the many cases dotting Nigeria's
‘Ppolitical landscape. Southerners (mainly Yorubas from his ethnic South west) rioted, as they
felt they were mistreated by the Northern Oligarchy. Similarly, some politicians from the
Northé_rn part of the country seem to have‘»fOrgott’en the atrocities committed by generél
Buhari, Babangida, and Abubakar during their regime (they even refused to testify before the
Oputa panel), because they are their “home boys? Any. attempt to pring them to justice
would lead their cronies to ethnic and social conflicts and possible loss of innocentlives. |

¢ - Moreover, und
‘would only minimize ol
the problem might rggq{V
capitalist politica lécoi

: "It‘has' beé’n con

its July 11, 1999 edition, caption: THE FACE OF A LIAR, broke the news of “forgery” ang’ fi 2re already on Tha'd

S 3 ; : iy : .Internatlon,al- Orga_nlz :
watch dog group,” ™
corruptionat home “C|

millions working for NEPA),-and bribed his way to the fourth highest position
“scandal dominated. the political . ag
Obansanjo disappointed the wokld’
despite his apparent campaign'to
. inaugural speech, May 29, 1999): The “Buharigate” as the.scandal was later ¢

.44 withdraw their services or to leave the country. Corruption is one of the reasons for the S LTELS S
> “brain drain” phenomen_on in Nigeria (talents) professionalsIeavjng.the country in searcho
: employment somewhere else, In Nigeria, you can hardly_ente'r‘ an office and get your “file

- Inother.wdrds, corruption leads to slow moving of files that get through the deskb
officers once the interested parties have compromises themselves”. It also leads to mission
files desk officer is settled,” unnecessa ry bureaucracy and “delays until fees are paid” (Oloja
the Guardian, April 21, 2002). ' : : e

InSummary, corruption diverts scarce public resources into pﬁvate pockets, literally
undermines effective governance, endangers democracy and.erodes the social and mora
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abric of na tions. As t has been noted the list for

nownin N’ geria, js notstrictly a Nigeria probfem.
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power and cbrfruptio'r.\’(and “dash”) as gift

CoNewsion | R et e sy
- Corruption, beyond its moral and shiocking aspects, it'could be said to be the major
-obstacle to development which Is synonymous to democrag

s+~ Moreover,; under the. prevailing circumstances, ‘Whatever measures put in place :
‘would ‘only'minimize%or reduce, rather than eradicéte‘_‘c_orrupti;bn ultimately, the solutionto -
the problem might req uire a complete overhaul of the post colonial state and the dependent =
“capitalist political’é’édhbmycurre'htlyin existence. = : o Ty e SRR

dtotestify before the
“ bring them to justice
pfinnpcentlives.'

It has been concluded that corruption is not peculiar to Nigeria only, but many laws ‘
.are already on.the gboo_k to fight corruption Nigeria (intluding-ﬁ.those. crafted: by the
‘International Organizations). But what is important now, as-Peter Elgen, chairman of the
watch dog group, Transparency interh

r ational has noted, ‘is_-”'the_ political will to fight :
tcorruption at_home“'countrie‘s".v_ oS : & iR
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