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ABSTRACT

ThisStudyfocusesontheproblemsfacedbywomeninaccessingbasicliteracy

educationinKwarastate.Thestudyadopteddescriptivesurveytypeofresearchdesign.

Thesampleforthestudyconsistsof200respondentsrandomlyselectedfrom different

centresinthestate.Theinstrumentusedfordatacollectionwasaquestionnairetitled

‘’ProblemsandprospectsofwomenaccesstobasicliteracyeducationinKwaraState’’

(PPWABLEQ).Datacollectedwasanalysedusingdescriptivestatisticaltechniqueand

weightedmeanscoreof2.5asacriterionmeanscorefordecision.Conclusionwas

drawnrecommendationsmade.Amongothersgovernmentsatalllevelsshould

encouragewomentoparticipateinbasicliteracyeducation;.andthatGovernmentatall

levelsshouldprovidenecessarytoolsneededfortheeffectiveandefficient

implementationoftheProgrammetoachievethedesiredgoals.

Keywords:BasicLiteracy,ProblemsandProspectsofAdulteducation

Introduction

AccordingtoSchultz(2002),womeninNigeriahavehadvariouschallengesin

ordertoobtainequaleducationinnon-formalandotherformsofeducation

(formal/non-formal)educationinNigeria.Besideseducationbeingregardedas

basichumanright(UniversalDeclarationonHumanRights1948),education

giventowomenaffordsthem lifelongacquisitionofknowledge,value,attitudes,

competence and skills (Aliu 2007).Also to FederalGovernmentofNigeria

(FGN2013)allowequalaccesstoeducationwiththebelievethatitenhancesself

andnationaldevelopment.WomeninKwaraStateneededucation(formaland
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non-formal)fordevelopment.FormalSchoolsystem isestablishedtocaterfor

childrenandyouth,adultandnon-formaleducationwasdesignedformatured

individualsinthesocietywhomayhavehadinsufficienteducationandthosewho

neverparticipatedinanyformaleducationsystem.(FGN 2013).Theissueof

womenanddevelopmentcameintotheforefrontduringtheUN Decadefor

women 1976-85.The observed marginalization and discrimination against

womenallovertheworldcompelledtheUN toholdconference,pronounce

declarations and embark on programmes to address the imbalance in the

system.Thecentralthemesofalltheconferenceshavebeentheneedtoraise

thestatusofwomenandbringthem tothedevelopmentprocess.Realizingthe

factthatempowermentofwomencanbestbeachievedandsustainedthrough

enlightenment,training,skillacquisitionandbasicliteracyandnumeracy,the

Nigeriagovernmentembarkeduponprovisionoffunctionaleducationforwomen.

Variouscentreslikewomendevelopmentcentreinvariouslocalgovernmentsin

thestate,womeneducationunitsoftheMinistryofEducationbothatthefederal

and the state levels,the betterlife programme,MAMSER,family support

programmes,wereestablishedinthepast.WithallthesethemajorityofNigeria

womenwerestillnon-literate.Itisagainstthisbackdropthatthisstudyexamines

theproblemsandprospectsofwomen’saccesstonon-formaleducationfor

developmentin Kwara State.According to Wagner,(2000),no societycan

achieve massliteracywithouteffective programme forheradultmembers;

particularly,womentoenablethem,promoteeffectivefamilylife,Careandguide

theyouth,Secureforeverychildthehighestadvantageinphysical,emotional,



4

spiritualandsocialeducation,Developmature,responsiblecitizensinafreeand

democraticsociety,andtransmitandinterpretculturalideasandvalue,

Womenplayedvitalroleastraders,farmersandentrepreneursinaddition

totheirreproductiveandcommunitymanagingroles.Womenarguedthatthey

workedtoearnmoneytomeettheirsocialaswellaseconomicneedsandto

accumulatetheirownindependentstoresofwealth.Theyfurtherstatedthatthey

alsohadtosupporttheirchildrensothatwhentheythemselvesareold,the

childrenwouldinturn,takecareofthem (Akinboade1995).Itishoweverclear,

thatwomen make the greatestcontribution to the economymostlyin the

agriculturalsector.Intheruralareaforexample,womenplaysimportantrolein

foodproductionandprocessing.Theyarealsoinvolvedinbush-clearinginsome

partintheState(ruralareas).Theyareengagedinplanting,weeding,harvesting

andtransportationofthefarm produce.ItisonlyinpredominantlyMuslim areas

wherefemaleseclusionispracticedthatfewerwomenareengagedinfarming;

although,Muslim womenareactivelyengagedinfoodprocessing.

Womenhavealsomadeauniqueimpactinindustryandtrade.Although

availabledatashow thatwomenarescarceintheformalindustrialsectorboth

asentrepreneurs,andasemployees.Women’sindustrialactivitiesareenormous.

Womenareinvolvedinfoodprocessing,preservationandstorageetc.

Intheareaoftrading,Nigerianwomenfindreliefintradingtomakeupfor

theirmarginalized position educationally.Hence,the majority ofthem are

involvedintradingactivitiesaslackofeducationisnotabarrier.Tradingalso

permits self-employmentand can be carried outwith orwithoutshops,
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furnishingsortransportwhilelackofstorageorpreservationfacilitiesisnota

seriousbarrier.Mostoftheserolesthatwomenplayareoftendescribedand

apportionedtotheirsexcoupledwiththeirlimitedaccesstoeducationgenerally

andnon-formaleducationinparticular.

Itis clearthatlow education limits the contribution ofwomen to

developmentthelimitationisnotfarfrom thechallengesfacedbywomeninthe

society.Forinstancethevariousvalueswhichwomenholdtraditionallyaretied

totheirtraditionalroles.Itisbelievedthatwomenintraditionalsocietyplaced

veryhighpremium onloveandcareforchildren,husbandsandfamilymembers.

Theyarealsoconsideredlessablethanmenandotherentrustedwithunskilled

backbreakinglabour.Theylackmotivationtobeeducatedandthustheyare

deprivedofskillsandjobswhichmayhelptoraisetheirstatusinthesociety.

Itisobviousthatvariousculturalrestrictionspreventwomen’saccessto

functionalliteracy education.Resulting from socialtaboos,traditionaland

sometimesreligiousbeliefsontheroleandstatusofwomen,thereforewomen

areregardedassubordinatetomenbothwithinandoutsidethehome.Girlsand

womenarepreventedfrom attendingschool(formal/informal)withthebelief

thateducationofwomenwilldisturbthesmoothrelationshipthatexistsamong

familymembers.Thepracticeofpurdahorfemaleexclusion,wherebywomen

areconfinedtothehouseisagoodexamplecoupledwithearlymarriageandits

attendantchallenges.(Baka,1992)

Kwarastateisblessedwithabundantnaturalresourcesyetherwomen

areconstantlyinaneconomicproblem withthemajorityofthem livingbelowthe
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povertylevel.Povertyisknowntobeafunctionofnon-literateandlowqualityof

education;women’saccesstobasicliteracyeducationisdrasticallyreducedin

Kwarastate.Thisisbecausethewomen’sstruggleforsurvivalforcesthem to

shifttheirtimeandenergytomoredirectincomeprovidingactivitieslikebuying

andsellingtherebyrelegatingnon-formaleducationactivitiestothebackground.

ResearchQuestion

1. Whataretheproblemsaffectingtheaccessofwomentowardsbasic

literacyeducationinKwaraState?

Methodology

Descriptive survey research was adopted forthe study. The

populationforthestudycomprisedofWomenenrolledinbasicliteracy

Programme in Kwara State.Two hundred (200)Respondents were

randomlyselectedacrossKwaraState.Aquestionnairedesignedbythe

researchertaggedProblemsandProspectsofWomenAccesstobasic

literacyeducationprogrammeinKwaraState(PPWABEPQ)wasusedas

aninstrumentfordatacollectioninthestudy.Itconsistsoftwo (2)

sections:section A dealwith demographic data ofthe respondents.

SectionBcontains(15)itemsonfactorsaffectingwomenaccesstobasic

literacyeducationprogrammeinKwaraState.Responsestotheseitems

weretakenonfour(4)pointLikertratingorscale.Areliableco-efficientof

instrumentusingtestre-testmethodof0.87wasobtainedthroughthe

pearson Moment Correlation Coefficient method. Three research

assistantsweredeployedtoadministerthequestionnaire.Theresearcher
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makes sure the selected research assistants were familiarwith the

interpretationofthecontentoftheinstrumentinthelanguageofthe

immediateenvironmentofrespondents.Thedatacollectedwereanalyzed

usingfrequencyandpercentageandthenmeanratingandanalysisof

Variance(ANOVA)alldecisionsweretakenat0.05alphaofsignificance.

Result

Oneresearchquestionwasgeneratingmeanandstandarddeviation.

ResearchQuestion:Whataretheproblemsaffectingwomenaccesstobasic
literacyeducation?.

S/N ITEMS X SD
1. Ihavenotheardofbasicliteracyeducationbefore .68 .470

2. There is enough teaching facilities for basic

literacyeducationprogramme .26 .437

3. Funding towards basic literacy education is

encouraging .21 .409

4. Thefacilitiesprovidedaremosttimeoutdated .76 .431

5.

6.

7.

8.

Thereisenlightmentprogrammeonbasicliteracy

educationinmyarea

Ihavereceivedincentiveswhichhasmotivatedme

toembarkonbasicliteracyeducation

Computerassisted equipmentare available for

learningandacquisitionofskills

Ihaveheardaboutbasicliteracyeducationonthe

radioandtelevision

.32

.31

.32

.42

.466

.462

.468

.495
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Free writing and equipmentare available for

learningandskillacquisitionprogramme

Instructorsandfacilitatorsusedseveralmethods

toexplainthingstomeforbetterunderstanding

IapproachmyinstructorswhenIdon’tunderstand

aparticularconcept

Instructorsand facilitatorsarealwaysavailable

duringthelessontime

Iam allowedtopracticewhateverIlearntinthe

class

Teachinginstructionsandcraftstoolsareusedto

teachbytheinstructorsandfacilitatorforproper

understanding

Facilitator are always ready to listen to my

concern

.31

.60

.68

.68

.61

.21

.91

.464

.492

.468

.368

.490

.408

.287

Grand
mean

0.49

Table1revealstheproblemsaffectingwomenaccesstofunctionalliteracy

education,Womenaccesstowardsfunctionalliteracyeducationhasnotbeen

encouraging,thisisevidentbythemeanvalueoftheitemstwo(2),three(3),five

(5),6(six),seven(7),eight(8),nine(9),fourteen(14)intable(5)above,whichall

havethemeanvalueof0.21,0.26,0.32,0.31,0.32,0.42,0.31,0.21respectively

whicharealllesserthan0.5.Theoverallmeanof0.49alsoindicateslowlevelof

womenaccesstobasicliteracyeducation.Itcantherefore,bededucedthat
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womenaccesstobasicliteracyeducationinKwarastateisnotencouraging.

DiscussionofResults

Anempiricalanalysishasbeencarriedoutontheproblemsandprospects

ofwomanaccesstobasicliteracyeducationinkwaraState.Answeringquestion

1,items1to15questionnairewereused.Findingsrevealhighpositiveresponse

tothestatements.Thisimpliesthatbasicliteracyeducationhastremendous

impactonwomaninthestate.

Recommendations

Itisrecommended thatthe governmentthrough itsagenciesshould

encouragewomentoparticipateinbasicliteracyprogrammes.Nigerianwomen

aretherefore,encouragedalwaysbeinvolvedinprogrammesthatwillraisetheir

statusinthesociety.

Itisequallyrecommendedthathusbandsshouldencourageandsupport

theirwivestoattendadulteducationprogrammesthatcanbringaboutpolitical,

socialandeconomicdevelopmentinthefamilyaswellasinthesocietyatlarge.

Itis howeverrecommended thatnon-governmentalagencies should

assistwomenintheareasofempowermentsuchasvocationalskillsacquisition

andotherformsoffinancialaidsthatcanmakethem participateinsocialand

economicdevelopment.

Finally,governmentatalllevelsi.eFederal,StateandLocalGovernments

shouldencouragenon-formalandadulteducationprogrammesbyprovidingthe

necessarytoolsneededfortheeffectiveandefficientprogrammessoasto

achieve the desired goals and objective ofthe programme fora nation
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development
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