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Abstract
Th{_'s Study examines the disaster preparedness and security measures of collections in Kw
Universiry Library. This study aims to identify the kinds of disaster that can affect ?oth the libra
collection, identify Strategies adopted to prevent the library from disaster, identify collection
highly prone to disaster. 4 Survey research method was adopted for this study. The total pop
l{:e Study was twenty (21). Of the population, total enumeration sampling lechniq.ue was used t
library staff. These comprise of library portal, library assistant, library officer, librarians, clefical Staffs,
Systems analyst and library secretary. The instrument used for the collection of data for this research
were questionnaire. The total number of the questionnaire administered were 15 and the |5 copies were
Silled and retrieved. T, he questionnaire retrieved were used Jfor statistical analysis. Frequency tables gnq
simple percentage were the main statistical tools used in analyzing the result. The result of the analysis
shows that the bipes of disaster that can affect both the library and its collections are; flood, biologicql
agents (microorganisms or insects), earthquakes, manmade disaster,

were made to help prevent the library from disaster and man
recommendations are: the library should employ well-trained securi
disaster, Detective gadgets should be provided in the library.

ara State
ry and ji5
S that qre
ulation for
0 select 15

fire, water. Some recommendationg
agement of security, some of the
ty guards that can fight all Jorms of

Keywords: Disaster preparedness, security practices, library collections, university library, Kwara State
University

1. Introduction

“By failing to prepare, we are preparing to fail”- (Tribble 2016). Preventi_on is always bette_r than cure,
This is also true of disasters. While many disasters cannot be p'n.avented, bemg.prepared for leasters hf.:lp
mitigate both the risk and the damage and also builds up_resxl_lence to face it. Prevention lﬂVOlveS'nSk
assessment, taking mitigating measures and disast'er planning, including rescue and recovery operations.
The vast majority of international experience indlcatgs that WhCl"E: plans did not exist or were plan:m;(gi
was inadequate, then the effects of disaster on countngs _anfi the.u peoplf:s _have been worse than wou ;
have otherwise been the case”. (Carter, 1991) “Plar}s minimize risk, maximize the _sp_eed of recoviry a:

help the organization to get back into business quickly”. (Mapsell, 2003) An add_ltlonafl advanta'ggﬁ(t). :
disaster plan is that it provides a common reference and assigns a clear allocation of responsibilities.
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International

ovides a settng against which o review and evaluate current and future disaster managemient
(Carter, 1991) A variety of terminology is used (o refer (o disaster plans, namely Disaster

purthers WP

poquirements.
rol Plan, Disaster Response Plan, Disaster Management Plan, Emergency Operations Plan, Disaster

Plan. Library Disaster Plan, Collection Disaster Plan, Disaster Recovery Plan or simply

(‘\‘l“
I»Npm\‘dm\\‘s

pisaster Plan.
These plans are fairly similar in contexts, although there are differences in the details given. As cited in

(Muir & Shenton, 2002) and in the present study report, the term ‘Disaster Management Plan’ or ‘Disaster
plan’ are used generically to include all these. A disaster plan provides a clear and coherent approach to

Jealing with disaster. It is advised that a disaster plan should be:

Written- or it will not be remembered.

Simple- or it will not be understood.

Disseminated- or it will not be in the hands of those who need it.
Tested- or it will not be practical, and

Revised- or it will not be up-to-date. (Carter, 1991).

EJ\:D-WI\)——

Even in the case of a library’s disaster, staff should accept and understands the advantages of emergency
dness rather than learn through regrettable experience. Disasters not only damage the library

and harm the library staff and the readers but also disrupt the services. If
store collections

prepare le
collections, the library building,
libraries are prepared, it will help the library to minimize the impact of a disaster and re

and resume services at the earliest. As in national disasters, so also in library disasters, it is better to be
proactively prepared than taking action only when disasters strike. It may be too late then. According to
Eden and Matthews, (1996) disaster control planning is concerned with “the formulation of a written plan
which gives details of preventive and preparatory measures intended to reduce potential risks, and which
also indicates reactive and recovery procedures to be taken in the event of a disaster to minimize its
effect”. A similar thought is expressed by (Henson, 2000). The author opined that disaster response plan
should be a written document that describes in detail the steps a library would take to prepare for and
prevent a disaster and if a disaster occurs, the procedures that will be followed to respond to the disaster

and recover from it.

Library and Information Science professional literature provides several guidelines and checklists for the
use of disaster planning in libraries. Further, in the last two decades, many libraries have developed and
put on the web, their disaster management plans which can also be referred by other libraries seeking to
develop their plans. Disaster plans of five libraries- Ellen Clarke Bertrand Library at Bucknell University,
United State of America, (Bucknell..., 2005), University of Delaware Library, United State of America,
(The University..., 2010), University of Toronto Library System, Canada, (Toyonaga, 2010), Robinson
Library at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom (Newcastle..., 1998) and National
Library of Australia (National..., n.d.) were compared regarding their contents.

1.1. Brief history of Kwara State University

Towards establishing a State university in Kwara State, the journey began in November 1990. In 2002
Kwara Polytechnic was converted into a university by the then Governor of Kwara State Alha}i
Mohammed Alabi. On July 11, 2007. This followed by the successive Governor Bukola Sar;ki who
inaugurated a Planning Committee under the former Governor of Kwara State - Alhaji Mohammed
Shaaba Lafiagi to prepare the ground for the establishment of the Kwara State University (KWASU). The
Bill for the Kwara State University was signed into law on 24th December 2008. The ceniﬁcatc; and

112



W)V 0o )
\ Vo T e and Connieation QUL Yol BN 1 [May 20, ol L1} 17y
A L ¢
VO sy S ey i i Jhd) Ve \
ary SO0y the N al Uns
IMNITUNDeNY (o Waerate the W Were obtamed on Iith [RUARTHIRE OOV trom th r““ll?lllll l?".v,,“””‘
LIRS ONUOY (s enw Ihpedin o wike Kwara_State_University)

-~ N ' | v ‘ ’
he proneer Vice hancellor, Protessor Abdul Rasheed Na'Allah, who until his appointment, wa
SUhe \fean Ay

L g i " Chay,
crvan Studies Department of the Western linois University, Macomb, Upjie State,
ol Amenca. assumad office on Tuesdav, 28 July 2009, When fully u|')crul|nnu|. the Unm;n,.y |
rlannad to have s academie activities o‘;cmlc from three campuses located n Malete, ”c“h‘?“"mbn ang
O-Opin. The Malete campus s the Main Campus and houses the College 0} F“m “f‘d Apljllcd Scicncc‘
College of Intomation and Communication Technology. and the College of Education. OS] (Eki

L)

amvemment) cam

. ities. M Loca)

Pus will house the Colleoe of Engineering. College of Humanities, lanagemen, and
Seaal Sciences. The Baruba (Baruten Local government) Campus will house the College of Agriculyy,
and \'etennary.

1.2 Objectives of the study

The main objective of the study is to investigate disaster preparedness and adequgte security measyreg o
be taken by the KWASU Library in other to secure and protect its collections and building
dangerous disaster. The spec

from
ific objectives are to:

1. identify the types of disasters that can affect both the library and its collectiong
1.

find out the strategies Kwara State University adopted to prevent its collectiop from
disaster

1.

find out the types of collections that are highly prone to disaster
v.

find out the constraints to security practices for prevention of disaster in Kwara State
University Library

1.3 Research questions

The researcher wants to answers to the following questions:

what are the types of disaster that can affect both the library and its collection?
i what are the strategies adopted to prevent the library from disaster?

what are the types of collection that are highly prone to disaster?
what are the constraints to security management for prevention of disaster in Kwara
State university library?

iii.

2. Review of related literature
The natural disaster is likely to ha
eliminate or reduce the possibili

ppen anytime and cannot be prevented, but measures could be taken to
damage to collections is usually

ty regardless of the many forms that a disaster may take. The actual
caused by fire or water, which fall under the categories of man-made
disasters. Even when they are not the initial factors, fires and floods almost invariably occur as secondary
causes of disasters in libraries. Karen (2009) Stated that though an emergency does not have to become a
full-fledged disaster, much institutional staff often learns the advantages of emergency preparedness
through hard experience. He stressed that hazards can often be mitigated or avoided altogether by a
comprehensive, systematic, emergency-preparedness program; which provides a means for recognizing
and preventing risks and for responding effectively to emergencies.

Morgan and Smith (1997) noted that library resources are very valuable either for the information they
contain or for their physical beauty. The materials are meant to be a source of knowledge, pleasure and
assistance for generations to come. They indicated further that the libraries house and preserve materials,
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pational asserts an mhommation resources easily Tost in a disaster, A nation atands to lose greatly if there
T arangements © |\I:‘\’cnl oF mitigate the consequence of a disaster. The disaster problem is further
cnu“““""’\“ by M:\"\k‘\“’ (~00‘5) who asserted that surveys have shown that dixasters in libranes arc almost
pevitable: Ngulnl‘c (200%) §l:\lcd that disaster preparedness and security are vital to the preservation and
otection of records and library. According to him, disaster planning facilitates efficient and quick
response (o an emergency and security protect items against theft or deliberate or unintentionally damage
and destruction. Lvall (le)J) Stated that disaster plan is a document, describing the procedures devised 0
prevent and prepare for disasters and those proposed o respond to and recover from disasters when they
oCCur. England and Evans (2007) noted that disasters strike too many libraries. finding them unpreparcd
for action.

Aina (2004) SF‘“ed that the library must have in place plans that would mitigate the effects of a disaster.
For example, n case of fire disaster, there should be an abundance of fire extinguishers at appropriate
locations in the library and library staff should be trained in the usage of the equipment in putting out the
fire when its occur. He stressed that it might also be necessary for a library to ensure its holdings against
quch risks as fire. flood and earth-quake. To buttress further, Beth (2008) noted that an increasing number
of professionals know that small-scale emergencies could be contained if staff members are prepared to
react quickly; even as dmage can be limited even in the face of a large-scale disaster. He cited the
example of cultural institutions in Carlson, South Carolina, which formed a consortium focusing on
disaster preparedness several years before they were hit by Hurricane Hugo in 1989. According to him,
many of those institutions sustained only minor damage because they were able to put their early warning
procedure into operation. There is no doubt that disaster planning is complex and that the written plan is
the result of a wide range of preliminary activities. However, the entire process is most efficient if it is
formally assigned to one person, who acts as the disaster planner for the institution and is perhaps assisted
by a planning team/committee. The Institution's Director may play this role or delegate the responsibility,
but it is important to remember that the process is supported at the organization's highest level, for it to be
effective. The planner should establish a timetable for the project and define the scope and goals of the
plan, which will depend largely on the risks faced by the Institution. When a member of the main library
staff encounters an emergency, the first response should always be to contact the library's security office.
When an emergency occurs, the staff will either contact public safety directly or the library's security
office, depending on the nature of the emergency. When the libraries are closed, disaster will be detected

from the outside; in which case, public safety will notify appropriate library staff, since it maintains a list
of an emergency contact person from the libraries.

Library Preparedness against Disasters According to Newey, Lepschi & Croft (2008) Preparedness
involves Identification of a disaster response team; Training of an emergency action team; Identification
of recovery work areas; and Ensuring the supply of equipment and materials. When appropriate, libraries
security staff should take steps to limit potential damage while waiting for emergency personnel (public
safety or physical plant) to arrive. Such steps include making sure those patrons and staffs are not in
danger. Safety of human beings comes before the protection of library materials. Libraries' security staft
themselves should not take unwarranted risks to save library materials. Eliminating the source of the
problem is also an important step to take in an emergency. Libraries security staff are trained to use fire
extinguishers to put out the fire, if possible. In the event of water damage, libraries' security staff will
attempt to cut off the water supply to the affected area. The next step is to get materials out of danger. If
the number of materials threatened by water is small, they can simply be moved to a dry place. For large
problems, plastic sheeting can be spread over the stacks to shield them from water coming from ubo:e.
No cleanup or salvage work should be attempted until the situation is stable and a damage assessment has
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Ahenkorah-Marfy and Borteye 2010) on disaster
Technology Kumasi, Ghang rzver(xled that the Library was not very prepared to prel"egtl’ugfh;df ";al“
disasters. In the same vein, the finding of research carried out by Owolabi, Lawal, o y - i
and Odenigha (2014) on disaster awareness and preparedness in Nigeria POll}'tCCh“‘C ! rap& using
respondents revealed that majority of the staff were also not prepared for dls_aster. Parts o ) e lrittgas
that need 1o be Put in place in preparing for disaster are facilities and equipment. These facilities
equipment vary depending on the type of di

ibraries are

preparedness in Kwame Nkrumah University of
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However, the Associati g
of rare books, manuscripts and special collections. The guidelines proposed the establishment of proper
governance by hiring library security officers who Plan and adminjgter security Programs, prepare ang
Spearhead written policies, The library is also advised to closely monitor the entranceg and exits of special
collection reading areas, making staff aware of coll i

ection security problems, providing training in security
measures, monitoring users jn the stacks, readin keeping adequate accession
records, and aiding access thr

ing and reference areas,

ough proper cataloguing records and finding ajds. The importance of good
and supportive governance with clear policies a
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jmplementation stage. The result o (he fndings shows that all the libraries of the four universites
demonstratad close o completion eyl of imhlcmcn(ulimu ‘\'cc‘uril\' for ll;c acquisition and clreulatio®
PROVESSES Acconding to- Ajegbomogun (2004), library security is a strategically designed system 0
protext ||~bmr‘\‘ collections such as Books and non-booke R vuin\‘l'un"nuh;\riIC d removals and involves llhc
afeny of users and b\\\\ks against fire outbregk. inscém Lﬂo(;d an‘d )l‘O(L‘L‘liOI\ of the premiscs against
intruders. In corm Pborating the assertion, Lorenzen (1996‘) posed dm(lmunv libraries acknowledging the
threats of secunty are noted to have policies conceming colleélion :ccuritv’mnnagemcnt which stress .th
importance of vigilance against theft or attack or informs staf¥ of l\hc slei;\‘ (o take to ensure their safety
and the safety of ‘he_ resources. Other studies focus on ;e;urilv breaches \likc purposive misshelving of
items. especially reference books. disruptive behaviou; gs & pesult of d}unkemless and drug addiction
(Lorenzen. 1936; Momp du, 2002; Ajegbomogun, 2004; and Aziagba and Edet, 2008) and demand
ou(smppmg.supply. which may give rise to delinquent l:;ehaviour such as stealing, mutilating or using
another user’s borrowing tickets (Bello, 1998).

Consequentlvf Osunrinde and Adetunla, 2018 pointed out that even though disaster preparedness and
security p.faCt'CGS plan is very essential, it is non-existing in Nigerian libraries. Some of the reasons for not
having this plans were highlighted by Alemna (1998) as, “with escalating prices of information materials
worldwide. it 1S not surprising that all kinds of ]ibn;ries are facingascrious problems in collection
development and maintenance”. This shows that financial constraint has been a hindrance to the library
collection in Ghana and specifically Central University (Azerikatoa et.al. 2015). The literature review is
all about what scholars have said about disaster preparedness and security management of library
collections. A survey of academic libraries, they are not immune from disaster and security management
library could neither curb nor stem the problem. The study will contribute by showing the cause of the
disaster, the strategies been used, the method been adopted by Kwara State university library in
preventing -their collegtions from disaster and collections that are highly prone to disaster. It also contains
the constraint to security management.

3. Methodology

The survey research method was employed to carry out this study. The total number of staff used in
carrying out this study is 15 which are library portal, library assistant, library officer, librarians, clerical
staffs, system analyst and secretary in Kwara State university library, Kwara State Nigeria. To get a
sensible and more suitable sampling technique to acquire good quality and representative information, the
study will adopt a total enumeration sampling technique to select the sample for this study. The data
collection instrument used was the questionnaire. The questionnaire was constructed based on the
objectives of the study disaster preparedness and security of library collections in Kwara State University
Library. Table frequency count and simple percentage were used in the analysis of the data collected.

4. Results

A total number of 15 questionnaires consisting of (4) questions were administered to Kwara State
University Library Staffs. Of the fifteen (15) questionnaire that was administered, all were filled and
retrieved. This makes the return rate of response to be 100% because all the target respondents responded
to the study. The table below shows the response rate.

Table 4.1 Questionnaire distributions and return rate
No of questionnaire distributed 15
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15
No ot questionnaire retumed " 0
.\:\\ ot questionnaire not retumed 100%
Total (o)

4.2 Analysis of research questions
. H i s
Table 4.3 Types of disaster that can affect both the library and its collection

Research question 1: What types of disaster that can affect both the library and its collections?

Agree Undecided Disagree

Flood 14 (93.3%) 1(6.7%) 0(0%)
Biological agent

{micro-organisms or inscct) 14 (93.3%) 1(6.7%) 0(0%)
Earthquakes 15(100%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
Manmade disaster 14 (93.3%) 1 (6.7%) 0(0%)
. 15 (0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
Water 14(93.3%) 1(6.7%) 0(0%)

Almost all the respo

ndents 14(93.3%) agree that flood is the type of disaster that can affec
libmry and its collect

ion. 14(93.3%) agree that Biological agent (micro-organisms or insect)

t both the
is the type of
fect both the library and its collection, All the respondents 15(100%,

) agree that
earthquakes is the

type of disaster that can affect both the library and its collection. Likewise 15(100%) of

gree that fire is the type of disaster that can affect both the library and its collection,
likewise, majority 14(93.3%) of the respondents responded water is the type of disaster that can affect
both the library and its collection.

Table 4.4 Strategies adopted to prevent the library from disaster

Research question 2: What are the strategies adopted to prevent the library from disaster?

Agree Undecided Disagree
Installation of fire alarm system 15(100%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
Installation of CCTV camera
all around the library 13 (86.7%) 1(6.7%) 1(6.7)
Fumigation 15(100%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
Regular dusting of shelves 14 (93.3%) 1 (6.7%) 0(0%)
Library personnel moving around
the library 13 (86.7%) 2(13.3%) 0(0%)
Provision of multiple copies
of text books 9(60.0%) 5(33.3%) 1(6.7%)
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ne adoprad o prevent the hibrany from disaster. Likewise 1423 3%) of the respomdents agree thal Wegulat
gucone of shelves should be adoptad 1o prevent the hibrary from disaster, hkewise majonty 1V (86 775 of
the r\“;;\‘wdcnl,\ responded that ibrary personnel moving around the library should be adopted to present
e Ihan from disaster, 9(60.0%) agree that provision of multiple copies of textbooks should be adopted
N pn‘\ﬁu the libran from disaster. The finding of this study conforms with the previous study of
Oanvade (2011) that hibranes adopt different measures as listed in aforementioned o prevent the library
acainst disaster. This was corroborated by the findings of Abdulwahab ct.al. 2012 that library in Nizena
Gould have disaster plans in place to prepare for any future uncertainty that is disaster-related.

Table 4.5 Collections that are highly prone to disaster

Research question 3: What are the types of collections that are highly prone to disaster?

Agree Undecided Disagree
Text hooks 12(R0.00%) 3(20.00) 0(0%)
Reference matenial 13 (86.7%) 3(20.0%) 0(0%)
Audio visual resources 8(53.3%) 4(26.7%) 3(20.0%)
CD-ROMS 8 (53.3%) 4(26.7%) 3(20.0%)

Majonty of the respondents 12(80.0%) agree that Textbooks are highly prone to disaster strategics.
13(86.7%) agree that Reference material is highly prone to disaster. More than half 8(53.3%) of the
respondents agree that Audio visual resources are highly prone to disaster, likewise, 8 (53.3%) of the
respondents agree that CD-ROMS are highly prone to disaster. The findings revealed the collections that
are highly prone to disaster and therefore suggest that adequate measure should be put in place to provide
electronic backup for this resources and this was in conformity with the study of Lakshminarasimhappa
and Veena, 2014 which suggest the use of digitization and backup equipment to protect collections in the

library.

Table 4.6 Constraints to security management for prevention of disaster in Kwara State University
Library

Research question 4: What are the constraints to security management for prevention of disaster in
Kwara State University Library?

Agree Undecided Disagree
Inadequate funds for the
library management 12 (80.0%) 3(20.0%) 0(0%)
Absence of detective gadget 6(40.0%) 8 (53.3%) 1(6.7%)
Inadequate qualified personnel. 4(26.7) 6(40.0) 5(33.300)
Inadequate CCTV cameras
in the library 11(73.3%) 4(26.7%) 0(0%0)
Lack of enough security guards 8(53.3%) 5(33.3%) 2(13.3%)
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3. Discussion of findings

From the results gz:llllleredbm this research, different factors were observed ttron‘l Fhe Kresearch Objectives to
know the disaslcr-prcparedncss and security management of libr artyhct;)lllelc‘t[)lom 1 d WASU L{br . One
of the objectives observed the types of disaster that can affef:t both the library and 1ts collectiong Whic
are: flood, manmade disaster, water, fire, earthquake, biological agents. According to Fernande, (1990)
former president of the Mexico Library Association expressed sadness over the severe structure damgg,
caused to the Ibero-American public library by an earthquake whlcb forced t}?e library to be cloge down
for more than three years, only to be damaged again in 1989 aﬁer .1t has regained .stl.'ength and forceq to
close down again. Earthquakes affect libraries both directly and indirectly because if it does not affec the
collections it will affect the shelves as they might collapse and the contents are thrown on to the floor a5

only a few books can withstand such experienced.

The results also show the strategies adopted to prevent the library from a dlsasFer vyhich is: installatiop of
fire alarm system, installation of CCTV camera all around the library,. funnga'txon, regular dusting of
shelves, library personnel moving around the library, provision of multiple copies of textbooks, Nwalo
(2003) said these pests are attracted to the library by food remnants and they make many damages to the
library books and furniture. He expressed further that to keep them off the library bringing food items
(especially cooked ones) into the library must stop or be prohibited. He concluded by saying that the

library users should be made categorically clear in the library manual and at the library orientation
programs annually.

Karen (2009) Stated that though an emergency does not have to become a full-fledged disaster, much
institutional staff often learns the advantages of emergency preparedness through hard experience. He
stressed that hazards can often be mitigated or avoided altogether by a comprehensive, systematic,
emergency-preparedness program; which provides a means for recognizing and preventing risks and for
responding effectively to emergencies.

The findings also show the types of collections that are highly prone to disaster in Kwara State university
library, from the findings textbooks and reference materials were the most highly prone to disaster.
According to Ajegbomogun (2004), library security is a strategically designed system to protect library
collections such as books and non-books against unauthorized removals and involves the safety of users
and books against fire outbreak, insects, flood and protection of the premises against intruders.
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6 RECOMMENDATIONS

Consequent upon the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made:

The library should employ well-trained security guards that can fight all forms of disaster:
Detective gadgcts should be provided in the library.

Well-_functlomng CCTV camera system should be installed all around the library. '

The library should seek more financial support from the state government in other to provide all
the needed equipment and information materials to its users.

5. Since Kwara State University Library is still young, the library should seek help and advice from
the older library.

= Lo —

7. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The summaries of findings are based on the data analysis carried out in chapter four. The study looks at
how Kwara State University Library prepares for disaster and their security practices. Survey methods
were adopted through the use of questionnaire and it was guided by the research objectives of the study. It
was presented in a tabular form and the respondent’s response to the most appropriate options. The data
for this study was collected, presented and analyzed using a frequency table and simple percentage from
the feedback gotten from the questionnaire administered. The findings of the study are summarized as
follows:

1. The types of disaster that can affect both the library and its collections which are; flood,
biological agents (micro-organisms or insects), earthquakes, manmade disaster, fire, water.

2. From the findings it was also discovered that the library uses several strategies to prevent the
library from disaster, higher percentage response that there should be an installation of fire alarm
system, installation of CCTV camera all around the library, fumigation, regular dusting of
shelves, library personnel moving around the library, provision of multiple copies of textbooks.

3. The findings show the kind of collections of the library that are highly prone to disaster majority
response that Textbooks and reference materials out of the factors motioned that they are the
collection highly prone to disaster.

4. The findings also revealed some of the constraints to disaster preparedness and security
management of library collections which are; inadequate funds for the library management,
absence of detective gadget, inadequate qualified personnel, inadequate CCTV cameras in the
library, lack of enough security guards.

8. CONCLUSION

The study results showed that the disaster that can affect both the library and its collections are
earthquake; flood; manmade disaster; water; fire and biological agents in this order. Furthermore, it was
also discovered that the strategies that can be adopted to prevent the library from disaster include:
installation of fire alarm system, installation of CCTV camera all around the library, fumigation, regular
dusting of shelves, library personnel moving around the library. From the findings, it was discovered that
some factors are limiting the role of security practices due to inadequate funds for the library management
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